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The 6th Five-year Plan saw the putting up of a number
of major industrial projects in the PSR of Albania, amongst which the metallurgical combine,
Elbasan. Partial view of a shop in the combine.
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THE STANDS
TOWARDS 1
AN EXAMPLE
MARXIST-LE

by NDRECI PILASARI

Against the IN THE 50'S THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST

: ) MOVEMENT, IN GENERAL, AND EACH OF ITS DE-
Khrushchevites, just TACHMENTS, IN PARTICULAR, WERE AT A CROSS-

as against all the other ROADS. THE STATE OF THINGS CAME ABOUT

) h BECAUSE OF THE BETRAYAL OF THE KHRUSHCHE-
enemies, the PLA has never fought VITES TO MARXISM-LENINISM AND THE OCTOBER

alone, but alwa ys together REVOLUTION. AT THE ILL-FAMED 20TH CONGRESS
Wi ¢ h t he peop le T here fore l t OF THE CPSU THEY REPLACED THE REVOLUTIONARY
» ’ MARXIST-LENINIST COURSE OF THE BOLSHEVIK
has alwa ys achieved PARTY WITH THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY REVI-
. . SIONIST COURSE. AFTER USURPING THE LEADER-
successes in thlS Struggle SHIP OF THE SOVIET PARTY AND STATE THEY LED
THE COUNTRY ON TO THE ROAD OF ITS CAPITALIST
AND SOCIAL-IMPERIALIST TRANSFORMATION, MISUS-
ING THE GREAT PRESTIGE AND AUTHORITY OF THE
GLORIOUS PARTY OF LENIN AND STALIN AND OF
THE FIRST SOCIALIST STATE. THEY BROUGHT PRES-
SURE TO BEAR ON THE WHOLE COMMUNIST MOVE-
MENT, ON EVERY AND EACH COMMUNIST AND
WORKERS' PARTY AND SOCIALIST COUNTRY IN OR-
DER TO INDUCE THEM TO CHANGE COURSE AND
EMBRACE THE REVISIONIST IDEOLOGY AND POLICY
OF THE 20TH CONGRESS. SOONER OR LATER ALMOST
ALL THE PARTIES AND SOCIALIST COUNTRIES TOOK
THE FATAL TURN AND EMBARKED ON THE ROAD
OF REVISIONISM AND TURNED BOURGEOIS.
Only the PLA did not fall into the trap of Khrushchev,
did not yield to the strong many-sided pressure, which was
intended to bring it down to its knees, but continued on
its consistent Marxist-Leninist course. Sooialist Albania did
not turn into a bourgeois-revisionist country or into a vassal
state of Soviet social-imperialism. Apart from this, to the
Party of Labour of Albania goes the merit of having dis-
covered and exposed the betrayal of the Khrushchevites, of
having blown up all the bridges with the traitors and hav-

NDRECI PLASARI — Professor, member of the CC of the
PLA, vice-director of the Institute of Marzist-Leninist
Studies at the CC of the PLA.



F THE PLA

E KHRUSHCHEVITES -

OF LOFTY

NINIST PRINCIPLES

ing declared irreconcilable war on Soviet revisionism. It
considered it its vital duty towards socialism in Albania and
Marxism-Leninism on an international scale.

How was this victory achieved (which was by no means
easy to attain, but was won through hard struggle) at a time
when older parties. when bigger and economically more
powerful countries capitulated before the pressure of the
Khrushchevite revisionists?

This question has its complete and clear answer in
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s major work, «The Khrushchevites».

* * %

In «The Khrushchevites» Comrade Enver Hoxha explains
that the irreconcilable conflict and the final break with
the Soviet revisionists did not and could not come about
at once. Before the break, many clashes had taken place,
clashes over questions of the theory and practice of the re-
volution and socialist construction, over problems of the
strategy and tactics of the international communist move-
ment, over the stands towards the enemies of this move-
ment and of the peoples, such as the American imperialists,
the international bourgeoisie, the Titoite revisionists, etc. The
relations of the PLA with the Khrushchevite Soviet leader-
ship were characterized by a general trend to a constant
worsening parallel with the extension and deepening of
mutual acquaintance. Seeing with ever increasing mis-
givings the activities of the Khrushchevites, eventually the
PLA was fully convinced that theirs was not a case of tactic-
al errors of the moment, but one of departure from
Marxism-Leninism, of a counter-revolutionary line in es-
sence, while the pressure of that party on the PLA and our
country and -its interference in the internal affairs of our
country became ever more frequent and brutal.

The main characteristic of all the stands and actions of the
PLA during this complicated development in the relations
between the two parties and countries — from revolutionary
friendship and alliance into irreconcilable struggle, was its
loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, its proletarian stand of prin-

ciple, its maturity, vigilance and courage in the defence of
Marxism-Leninism, of its correct line and our socialist Ho-
meland.

In all these stands and actions of the PLA there is not
a single manifestation of pragmatism, of changing and turn-
ing according to the passing circumstances, of nationalism,
opportunism, sectarianism or adventurism, which can be
found in the stands and actions of the Khrushchevite revi-
sionists and the other revisionists. «We saw what was oc-
curing,» writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, «we felt the pressure
mounting against us from all sides, but we did not waver a
fraclion from our course and our line» (p.188, Alb.
ed.). However, «the steps that we took had to be carefully
measured: we should not be hasty, but neither must we go
to sleep» (p.326). «Nevertheless, we did not allow wrong
actions and deviations in the line to go uncriticized when
they appeared» (p.98). The PLA has always hit back from
its principled Marxist-Leninist positions.

¥ ¥ %

The first conflict with the Khrushchevites was over the
stand towards Yugoslav revisionism, a stand which our
Party has always regarded as a question of great impor-
tance of principle.

Time had proved to the hilt the correctness of the reso-
lutions adopted by the Information Bureau of the commu-
nist and workers’ parties, which condemned the Yugoslav
leadership for its deviations from Marxism-Leninism and
its transformation into an agency in the pay of imperialism.
Disregarding these resolutions and this realily, and without
consulting any of the other parties, in May 1955 Khrushchev
took himself to Belgrade and knelt before Tito, rejecting as
false the accusations made against him and {rying to excuse
himself from these accusations and this condemnation.

The PLA could in no way join Khrushchev in this arbi-
trary and anti-Marxist action. Therefore, it protested bit-
terly. Its opposition and struggle did not come from narrow
nationalist positions or out of stubborness, as Khrushchev
and his associates tried to make out, but only from the posi~
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tions of principle, in defence of Marxism-Leninism, the
unity in the international communist movement, the inte-
rests of the revolution and socialism on an international
scale, which the Titoites had trained their batteries on.
On the road of the rapprochement of the Khrushchevites
to and their collaboration with the Yugoslav revisionists there
have also been (and continue to be) moments of confrontation,
of reciprocal attacks and insults. However, neither side has
ever, in any case, acted from Marxist-Leninist positions of
principle, but only from the positions of anti-communism,
impelled by its own narrow bourgeois and chauvinist interests,
There is no trace of Marxist-Leninist principles in the
stands of the Chinese revisionists towards Yugoslav revi-
sionism, either. In the beginning Mao Zedong and his as-
sociates approved the resolutions of the Information Bureau
on the Yugoslav issue, then they changed course and joined
Khrushchev in his campaign for the rehabilitation of Tito-
ism. Later, the Chinese leadership attacked it for a time.
Finally, Hua Guofeng fraternized with the Yugoslav revision-
ists and, just as Khrushchev had done before him, went to
Belgrade to beg Tito’s pardon. In all these stands and actions
the Chinese are motivated by their notorious pragmatism,
their counter-revolutionary and hegemony-seeking aims.
In the opinion of the PLA, the stand of this or that
party or individual towards Yugoslav revisionism has been
and will always be a touch-stone for passing an unerring
judgement on whether this or that party or individual are
genuine or false Marxist-Leninist. And this was precisely
one of the major factors, which made the PLA convinced
of what Khrushchev and the Khrushchevites were.

* * *

This conviction became stronger especially after the events
following the 20th Congress of the CPSU, which formulated
and endorsed the general course of Krushchevite revisionism.

This course, which could not be put through openly as
an anti-Marxist, counter-revolutionary course, as it was in
reality, was presented as a «creative development» of
Marxism-Leninism! As Comrade Enver Hoxha writes, «Ma-
ny were misled by this demagogy of the traitors. However,
the Party of Labour of Albania was not misled» (p.172).

The Khrushchevites hoped against hope that their 2uth
Congress would be embodied in the reports and decisions
of the 3rd Congress of the PLA, which was held three
months later. However, the 3rd Congress of our Party, aga-
inst the wishes of the traitors, fully approved the political
line and the activity of the Party, and in unison and without
the slightest hesitation decided to follow the Marxist-Lenin-
ist course in all directions, the course which the Party had
followed since its founding.

In the concrete conditions of the time, the 3rd Congress
of the PLA could not come out openly with a condemnation
of the anti-Marxist theses of the 20th Congress of the CPSU.
The leadership of our Party had informed the Soviet leader-
ship of its opposition and reservations over these theses. At
the same time, not only at its internal meetings, hut also in
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the press and all its propaganda, as well as in all its practi-
cal activity, the PLA maintained stands opposed to those of
the 20th Congress. These stands became more and more open
parallel with its deepening knowledge of Khrushchevite re-
visionism and the spread and development of the various
revisionist theories and practices, which posed an increas-
ingly great threat to the international communist movement
and the socialist camp.

The PLA had not the slightest doubt that the respon-
sibility fell mainly on the Khrushchevites for the enlivening of
the disruptive activity of the Yugoslav revisionists, the emer-
gence of Togliatti’s opportunist theories of «polycentrism»,
«the Italian road to socialism», «unlimited democracy», etc.,
the counter-revolutionary events in Poland, the counter-revo-
lution in Hungary, and many otherominous events and actions,
all of which had their origin in the 20th Congress of the CPSU,

The PLA had expressed through the press, and espe-
cially through Comrade Enver Hoxha’s speech on Novem-
ber 8, 1936, its principled Marxist-Leninist views and stands,
which were an indirect attack on the views and stands
of the Khrushchevites over these manifestations. When he
went to Moscow in December 1956, Comrade Enver Hoxha
directly informed the Soviet leaders about the apprehensions
of our Party over the great danger posed by the spread of
revisionism, as well as its opposition to a number of their
erroneous stands and actions. Two months later, in February
1957, the Plenum of the CC of the Party, without mentioning
the Khrushchevite revisionists by name, rejected the theses of
the 20th Congress. It defended the fundamental principles of
Marxism-Leninism on the leading role of the Marxist-Leninist
party in the revolution and socialist construction, on the ab-
solute need for the dictatorship of the proletariat during the
period of transition from capitalism to communism, on the
class struggle as the main driving force in this period. All
these principles the Khrushchevites had trampled underfoot.

It is known that at the 20th Congress, in his efforts to
liquidate the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, Khrushchev
made a savage attack on Stalin, who all his life had fought
for the implementation and defence of these principles. After
this ill-famed congress the «campaign against Stalinism»
had become the favourite weapon of all the modern revi-
sionists, of the international bourgeoisie and world reaction,
in the struggle against communism. While condemning this
anti-communist manoeuvre and defending Stalin, the ple-
num of the CC of the PLA emphasized the consistent stand
of our Party over this major question of principle: «We are
nol in agreement with all those who liquidate all the posi-
tive revolutionary aspects of Stalin’s,» Comrade Enver
Hoxha declared to the plenum. «As is known, J.V. Stalin is
a great Marxist, who after Lenin defended Marxism-Lenin-
ism from all the enemies and revisionists, and made a major
contribution to the further development of this science»
(Principal Documents of the PLA, vol.3, p.32, Alb. ed.).

The determination of the PLA to reject the course of
the 20th Congress and to follow its principled Marxist-
Leninist line alarmed the Khrushchevites,
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They knew of the differences of principle, which existed
between them and the PLA, of the latter’s opposition to
many of their stands and actions, not only their views and
stands over the Yugoslav problem and the question of
Stalin. Our Party hadialready rejected the advice and resisted
the pressure of the Khrushchevites, who dit not want
Albania to develop its own industry, especially the proces-
sing and machinebuilding industry, but wanted it to remain
and agricultural country, specialized mainly in fruit-grow-
ing, a country economically dependent on the Sovielt Union
and Comecon. All the efforts of the Khrushchevites to have
the traitors to our Party rehabilitated, as they had them
rehabilitated in their own country, in Bulgaria, Hungary,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and elsewhere, were wasted on our
Party, just as their efforts to liquidate the main revolutio-
nary leaders of the Party and state and replace them with
the rehabilitated traitors, as they had done in many parties
and former socialist countries.

Regardless of this, explains Comrade Enver Hoxha, they
did not want to exacerbate their contradiction with us. Their
logic of great-state chauvinists made them think that,
being a small party and country, we had nowhere to turn
to. In this or that manner, they believed, we would be
forced to our knees and hitch ourselves to their chariot.
But the printing in the «Zéri i popullit» of Comrade Enver
Hoxha's report to the Plenum of February 1957, which
clearly opposed the theses of the 20th Congress, «no doubt
infuriated them.» Upon its publication they insisted that a
top level delegation of the PLA should go to Moscow, in
order to «clamp down on us» (p.328). To achieve their aims,
they used both the «carrot» and the «slick», as Comrade
Enver Hoxha writes. On the one hand, they promised greater
economic aid and remitted Albania’s old debts, while, on
the other hand, opposing the economic policy of our Party
for the construction of the material-technical base of so-
cialism and the ensuring of the economic independence of
the country. On the one hand, they demanded that friend-
ship and alliance should be strengthened, gave formal ap-
proval to some revolutionary stand of our Party, while on
the other hand, bringing pressure to bear on it in order
to make it change its stand towards the Yugoslav revision-
ists and towards Stalin and discriminating against our leader-
ship. At the same time, they worked to create their agency
within our Party in order to take the castle from within.
All this was intended to break the resistance of the PLA, but,
as Comrade Enver Hoxha says, «they broke their heads» (p.
360). «they sought to force us to our knees, but in vain» (p.362).

* * &

The main reason for the defeat of the Khrushchevites
and the triumph of our Party over them always should be
sought in its stands and actions based strongly on Marxist-
Leninist principles implemented with maturity and revolu-
tionary courage. In the implementation of the principled
line of the Party the steel unity in the Party, in the Central
Committee with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, and
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between the Party and the people played a decisive role.
Against the Khrushchevites, just as against all the other
enemies, the PLA never fought alone, but always together
with the people. That is why it always achieved success in
this struggle.

In the implementation and the defence of the Marxist-
Leninist principles against Khrushchevite revisionism our
Party found no obstacle in the deep friendship created in
the course of history between itself and the Bolshevik Party,
between our people and the peoples of the socialist Soviet
Union. Through its principled and uncompromising struggle
against the Khrushchevites it made the best defence of the
glorious road of the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet peoples,
of the teachings of the October Revolution, In the years
from 1956 to 1960, when the various imperialists and re-
visionists — Yugoslav, Polish, Hungarian, Italian, and others,
had their guns trained on the Soviet Union in order to
liquidate socialism, the PLA came out in its defence. This
defence, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, «was not a tactic,
but a question of principle» (p.98).

IL was precisely the failure to follow a principled Marx-
ist-Leninist policy and activily that led the former com-
munist and workers’ parties and the former socialist coun-
tries into Khrushchev's fold, that led them more and more
down the road of becoming bourgeois, the road of revi-
sionism. China, too, fought against «Khrushchevite revision-
ism»,but nowitis quite clear that its struggle was by no means
a struggle of principle, but a struggle waged from pragma-
tic, bourgeois-revisionist, chauvinist, hegemonic positions, just
like the struggle of the Soviet revisionists against China.

Meanwhile our Party, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha,
«dit not sell out and will never sell out to imperialism or
anyone else, because as long as a party considers itself and
respects itself as a genuine Marxist-Leninist party, whatever
the conditions and situations it is in, it never allows itself
to be bought or sold, but resolutely pursues its course, the
course ol uncompromising struggle against imperialism, re-
visionism and reaction» (p.103-104).

Proceeding [rom these principled Marxist-Leninist stands
our Party boldly came out against the plotting and putschist
methods of Khrushchev in Bucharest (in 1960). From these
posilions it attacked and openly exposed Khrushchev and
the Khrushchevites in Moscow (November 1960). This attack,
as Comrade Enver Hoxha says in the beginning of his book
«The Khrushchevites», «was the logical continuation of the
Marxist-Leninist stand which the Party of Labour of Alba-
nia had always maintained, ...of the struggle which our Party
had long been waging for the defence and consistent appli-
cation of Marxism-Leninism» (p.3).

The struggle of our Party against all the currents of mo-
dern revisionism — Soviet, Chinese, Yugoslav, etc will be
like this, always principled and consistently Marxist-Lenin-
ist, just as the struggle against international imperialism, with
American imperialism at the head. The Party has been taught
to march non-stop and unafraid on this road by the beloved
leader of the Party and the people, Comrade Enver Hoxha.



THE STATE OF THE DICTA
OF THE PROLETARIAT
IS THE MOST COMPLETE

The reality of socialist Albania, where genuine ‘democracy,
proletarian democracy exists and develops uninterruptedly,
is a clear and vivid demonstration
of the Marxist-Leninist thesis that proletarian democracy
represents a new and historically higher type
of democracy as is the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat itself

THE QUESTION OF DEMOCRACY IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
QUESTIONS OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST THEORY ON THE STATE. THIS
THEORY ENUNCIATES THAT IN ALL CASES DEMOCRACY CAN ONLY BE
OF A DEFINITE TYPE, THE SAME AS THE RELATED STATE, THAT DEMO-
CRACY IS INDIVISIBLE FROM THE STATE. THE STATE AND THE DEMO-
CRACY IT REALIZES BEAR THE SAME HISTORICAL STAMP, WHICH IS
CONDITIONED BY THEIR CLASS CONTENT AND COMMON GOAL.

*

To the types of state known in history
— the slave-owning, feudal, capitalist
and socialist state, correspond the
related types of democracy. In the first
three types of state and democracy,
that is, in slave-ownership, feudalism
and capitalism, the essence of the state
and democracy consists in only one
thing: the oppression and exploitation of
the broad popular masses and the exer-
cise of democracy by the oppressing and
exploiting minority in power. The essence
of the proletarian state, which expresses
and defends the interests of all the
working people and guarantees demo-
cracy for the broad masses of the work-
ing people, which is genuine democra-
cy, is quite different.

Despite the unrestrained demagogy
made by the bourgeois ideologists, in
capitalism, just as in the other exploi-

GRAMOS HYSI — Lawyer

*

talive orders, democracy is always li-
mited, it is democracy only for a mi-
nority, for the exploiting class, which
enjoys the freedom and rights pro-
claimed, and profits from democracy. In
order lo cover up its exploitative es-
sence, this kind of «democracy» em-
ploys many mechanisms, such as elec-
tions, with the alleged participation of
the people, the rights and freedoms, pro-
claimed only in form, ete. However,
the poor, the broad working masses
there come up against difficulties caused
by the complete lack of material condi-
tions to have their say in elections and
in any other field of state activity, or
to take part in the exercise of democra-
cy. To this are added the successive
limitations which the bourgeois law
establishes juridically especially through
the so-called census regarding property,
qualifications, race, religion, education,

residence, etc. All these «limitations,
qualilications and obstacles against the
poor may seem Lrivial to those who
have never known what need is, and
have never been close to the oppres-
sed classes and the life of the masses
(such are nine out of ten, if not ninty-
nine out of a hundred bourgeois publi-
cists and politicians), but in general
these limitations bar the poor from po-
litics, [rom aclive participation in the
exercise of democracy.»!

The same situation exists in the re-
visionist countries where the restored
capifalism tries to deck itself out in
socialist phrases. The overthrow of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in these
countries and its replacement with the
dictatorship of the new revisionist bour-
geoisie has unavoidably given the de-
mocracy in these countries an anti-
socialist. exploitative character. In the
revisionist countries the class essence of
democracy, just as the state, is the same
as in the bourgeois countries, it belongs
to the capitalist type of democracy. Like
in the bourgeois countries, in the re-
visionist countries, too, state power is
a means for the suppression of the
working masses which are barred from
participating in the government of the
country, do not enjoy real rights and
freedoms, and are divided from the new



TORSHIP

revisionist bourgeoisie by great barrier.

True democracy is realized only in
the socialist order. As early as in the
«Communist Manifesto» Marx and En-
gels link the establishment of democracy
with the triumph of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. «The first step in the
workers' revolution,» they wrote, «is
the transformation of the proletariat
into a ruling class, the establishment
of democracy.»2

The establishment of the dictatorship
of the proletariat guarantees democracy
for the broad working masses which
make up the overwhelming majority
of the population. This emerges for the
first time in history as the most com-
plete democracy, which is a radical
turn of historic importance in the so-
cial status of the working man who
becomes a free man of free socialist
society. The reality of socialist Alba-
nia, where the construction of socialism
is successfully carried out despite the
conditions of the savage imperialist-
revisionist encirclement of the country,
is a living proof of the life-giving and
indomitable strength of the ideas of
Marxism-Leninism and the correct line
of the PLA, of the vitality of the so-
cialist order and the deep and true
democratism it puts into life.

Based on the teachings of the great
classics — Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin, the Party of Labour of Albania
and Comrade Enver Hoxha have waged
a constant struggle against all the bour-
geois-revisionist great play on demo-
cracy. In all cases, says Comrade
Enver Hoxha, democracy should be as-
sessed not proceeding from the names
and slogans used, but from the impor-
tant fact whether or not it is in the
interest of the broad working masses.
Seen- from this angle, any other demo-
cracy, apart from proletarian democra-

cy. is a hypocrisy, lie and deception.

The bourgeois revisionist propaganda
tries to cover up this fact through
demagogy by bringing forth, as a cri-
terion of democracy, the number of
political parties, debate in parliament,
anarchic disintegration, the rights for-
mally proclaimed by law, etc. But what
do people benefit from all this? Noth-
ing. because when political parties do
not follow a Marxist-Leninist line, when
the deputies indulge in empty talking
in the parliament, when anarchic li-
berties are presented as freedom, when
the broad working masses have no pos-
sibility to enjoy the rights proclaimed
on paper, as well as all the other
advertismentis of the so-called bourgeois-
revisionist democracy, this is only a
game {o beguile the people. The people
continue to be oppressed and exploited,
and the fog spread through this big
deception cannot cover up the anti-
democratism of society of these coun-
tries. It is clear that true democracy
can never exist there where exploitation
exists.

Bourgeois-revisionist democracy is a
democracy only in name, it is not, nor
can it be, true democracy, for it means
nothing good for the working masses.
It is a democracy only for the oppres-
sing and exploiting minority, only for
the bourgeoisie and the new revisionist
bourgeoisie, at a time when the broad
working masses are savagely oppressed
and exploited.

True democracy, which becomes a
reality only in the proletarian state, is
sanctioned in the Constitution of the
PSR of Albania, which reflects the
great and vivid example of proletarian
democracy set by socialist Albania
today.

The Constitution of the PSR of Al-
bania openly proclaims the proletarian
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character of the state and democracy,
emphasizing at the very start that «The
PSR of Albania is a stale of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, which expres-
ses and defends the interests of 3ll
the working people.» It reflects the
great and unprecedented extension of
democracy brought about by the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, to which no
exploiting state can be compared.

The dictatorship of the proletariat, the
class essence of which is the political
rule of the working class, as Lenin has
it, represents democracy for the majo-
rity, the state power of the workers
and peasants. This best shows the ra-
dical change of democracy with the
establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the close and indivisible
links of the broad working masses with
their state of the proletarian dictator-
ship.

The enemies of the revolution and
socialism, from imperialist reaction to
the revisionists of all hues — Soviet and
Yugoslav, Eurocommunist and Chinese,
try to distort the content and greatness
of proletarian democracy. They attack
proletarian democracy and praise bour-
geois-revisionist democracy, endeavour-
ing, individually or on a common front,
to present true proletarian democracy as
non-democracy, and the non-democracy
of the bourgeois-revisionist countries
as democracy. The bourgeois-revi-
sionist theories «on pure democra-
cy», or «democracy for the whole peop-
le», «direct democracy», or «pluralism
and liberalism» ete, which all are dis-
guises to hide the deceptive character
of the bourgeois-revisionist democracy,
serve also this aim.

As the loyal minions of their bour-
geois patrons, the modern revisionists
praise bourgeois «democracy» and up-
hold the thesis that today it is possible
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to go over to socialism within the
context of this so-called democracy,
through structural reforms, on the par-
liamentary road, etc. These efforts of
theirs are directed against the great
Marxist-Leninist truth that proletarian
democracy is born as a result of the
proletarian revolution, that it is indis-
solubly linked with this revolution and
is its work alone, Speaking about the
great harm caused by these revisionist
«theories», Comrade Enver Hoxha points
out that «transition to socialist society
is achieved not by remaining within
the context of the capitalist order, but
only by overthrowing this order and
its institutions from their foundations,
by setting up the state power of the
proletariat which is led by its vanguard
— the Marxist-Leninist communist
party.»3

The leading role of the Party is de-
cisive both for the establishment of pro-
letarian democracy and the preserva-
tion of its purity, its constant growth
and strengthening. Without it, socialist
revolution cannot be carried out, the
dictatorship of the proletariat and so-
cialism ecannot exist, true democracy
for the working masses cannot exist.
This is why the modern revisionists
have aimed their poisonous arrows pre-
cisely at this question.

Proletarian democracy, as genuine
democracy, not only proclaims the par-
ticipation of the people in the govern-
ment of the country, the equality, rights
and freedoms of citizens, but also gua-
rantees their implementation in practice,
by ensuring all the conditions for de-
mocracy to be a living reality, and not
a vacant word, for the working masses.
Democracy in the socialist order begins
with a deep overthrow and is realized
with the establishment of the prole-
tarian state power, where the formal
principle, as Marx said, is the material
principle at the same time.

In socialist society genuine democra-
cy is also realized through the all-round
work carried out for the continuous
political and ideological tempering of
the working masses who gain awareness
of the vital importance which proleta-
rian democracy has for them, and of

the great role they play, under the lead-
dership of the working class with their
Marxist-Leninist party at the head, in
defending and constantly strengthening
it. In Albania, the working masses,
armed with the Marxist-Leninist ideo-
logy of the PLA, always see democracy
«from the class angle, as a form of
political organization of society, as a
political condition for drawing the
masses info the governing of the coun-
try, for the defence and strengthening
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, in
order to bar the way to revisionist
degeneration and the restoration of ca-
pitalism.»4

Genuine democracy, which is en-
sured by the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, is uninterruptedly developed and
strengthened in the process of stern
class struggle. The struggle against bu-
reaucracy and liberalism, which, as
historical experience shows, are the
main dangers leading to the peaceful
degeneration of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, as happened in the former
socialist countries, has great importance,
In Albania the struggle against mani-
festations of bureaucracy and libera-
lism has never ceased. It has been and
continues to be waged with consistency,
in all times and in all circumstances.
without interruption and on two flanks
— both against bureaucracy and libe-
ralism.

In the context of the struggle against
manifestations of bureaucracy and 1li-
beralism. the PLLA has always taken
important measures, the essence of
which is the establishment and imple-
mentation of a correct ratio between
democracy and centralism, the elected
and administrative organs. the cadres
and all the other officials. on the one
hand, and the working masses. on the
other. the freedoms and rights of citi-
zens and the discipline and their duties
towards the state and socialist society.

One aspect of proletarian democracy
in the socialist order is its broad cha-
racter: it is democracy for the working
masses, democracy for the overwhelming
majority of the population. The other
aspect of proletarian democracy is re-
presented by the merciless suppression
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of the exploiters of the people and all
the other enemies of the people and
socialism. Broad democracy, which cons-
titutes the first aspect of democracy in
socialism, cannot be imagined and im-
plemented without its other aspect — the
necessary suppression of the overthrow
of classes and all the other anti-socialist
elements who try to undermine the
dictatorship of the proletariat and the
democracy implemented by it, and to
bring back the past.

The PLA and our proletarian state have
always seen these two aspects of pro-
letarian democracy in indivisible unity.

As a political form of the state, de-
mocracy has a class character. In this
direction all the bourgeois-revisionist
preachings about the «extra class cha-
racter» of democracy should be exposed
as absurdity and deception. The classics
of Marxism-Leninism have pointed out
that democracy has always a class cha-
racter, that, as Lenin puts it in his work
«The Proletarian Revolution and the Re-
negade Kautsky», «pure democracy» is
out of question, it is a phrase of igno-
ramuses, a phrase utterly devoid of
sense, it is only a mockery of common
sense and history.

Democracy, proletarian or socialist,
has a class character even in the period
of transition from capitalism to com-
munism. It fully preserves this character
as long as the proletarian state itself
continues to exist. During this historical
period, until the state withers away,
which is linked with the complete and
final triumph of socialist society on a
world scale, until then, says Lenin,
democracy is nothing other than «demo-
cracy for the people, for the majority,
along with the necessary suppression of
the minority, the exploiters. Only com-
munism is in a position to give us a truly
complete democracy; and the fuller the
democracy, the quicker it becomes un-
necessary, dies out by itself.»5

* *

Proletarian democracy is constantly
developed and deepened through the
many and effective forms which are
found and implemented by the working
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masses, with the working class at the
head, in the process of construction of
socialism according to the teachings
and under the leadership of the Marx-
ist-Leninist party. In order to get at
the essence and importance of these
lorms, in which proletarian democracy
finds its clear and complete expression,
the socialist political and juridical lite-
rature attaches special attention to the
grouping of these forms, through which
the elements composing the notion of
proletarian or socialist democracy are
defined. On the basis of the Marxist-
Leninist theory of the state, the notion
ol socialist democracy comprises the
iollowing three elements which are in-
divisible and closely linked with each
other.

First, participation of the working
masses in the government of the coun-
try. This essential element of prole-
tarian democracy has been and remains
in the centre of attention of the Party
and the state of the dictatorship of the
proletariat in Albania, representing the
unchanging line of all their activity
for the socialist construction of the
country.

Our working masses, with the work-
ing class at the head, are the all-power-
ful masters of the country, therefore
they have their decisive say on every-
thing, including the question of the
state power. Here the principle of the
Constitution that «all state power in
the PSR of Albania derives from and
belongs to the working people» finds
its complete implementation.

The active and effective participa-
tion of the masses in the government
of the country gives the people’s state
power its strength and meaning as a
state power which derives from the
masses, serves them and relies on them.
This has great importance for the pre-
sent and the future of the proletarian
state, because it multiplies the possibi-
lities, forces and capabilities of the state
apparatus in all its activity for the sue-
cessful implementation of its tasks in
the promotion of the revolution and
socialist construction, it is an effective
means. a great guarantee to defend the
state of the dictatorship of the prsle-

tariat and the cause of socialism from
any danger; it is a school for the poli-
tical education of the working people,
a means to prepare them for the future
transition to the communist government
by the working people, when the so-
cialist state withers away, after com-
pleting its historical mission. This is
why the PLA makes a high assessment
of the participation of the masses in
governing the country, «as the funda-
mental direction of the development of
socialist democracy, as a great motive
force to promote the socialist construc-
tion and as one of the most important
factors to protect our state and society
against the danger of bourgeois-revi-
sionist degeneration.»6

In the participation of the masses in
state affairs consists one of the main
distinctions over principle of the so-
cialist state apparatus from the bour-
geois-revisionist state apparatus, While
the socialist state apparatus is one with
the masses, cannot and does not stand
above the masses, and cannot be alien
to the masses, the bourgeois-revision-
ist state apparatus, on the contrary,
stands above the masses, is essentially
divided from them by an unsurmoun-
table barrier, is alien to them. While
in socialist democracy indivisible links
are esiablished and always maintained
between the state and the working peo-
ple, the contrary happens in the so-
called bourgeois-revisionist democracy,
which estranges the masses from state
affairs. The so-called representative or-
gans established there not only are mere
means of deception, but they are also
divested of all real power in the state,
which is controlled by an exploiting
minority through the bureaucratic stra-
tum. «The bourgeois-revisionist demo-
cracy,» says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «is
a form of the exploiting state, which
despite the <«democratic> attributes it
takes on itself, in fact, its activity has not
the least trace of genuine democracy
and individual and collective freedom.»7

In the PSR of Albania the working
people, with the working class at the
head, wield slate power through the
representative organs and directly. Both
these ways of expression of the peo-

2 (57), 1981 e 9

ple’s will are expressly mentioned in
the Constitution which, in this case, not
only stresses that state power in the
country belongs to the working people,
but also the class content of the latter,
which includes the working class and
the cooperativist peasantry as the two
friendly classes of our socialist society,
as well as the other working people,
such as the stratum of the people’s
intelligentsia.

People exercise state power or ex-
press their will, in the first place,
through the representative organs (the
People's Assembly on a republic scale),
and the people's councils on the basis
of territorial and administrative division
at the lowest level. These organs, freely
elected by the people, occupy the main
place in the whole system of our state
organs. They institute and control all
the other organs of state power. In their
hands is concentrated the entire state
activity of the country which, according
to our Constitution, is carried out in
various fields of activity of the state
power — the executive and legislative
aclivity, the administration of justice
and the control of legality.

Our representative organs, entrusted
with the carrying out of the activities
connected with the functions of the state
power, are true working institutions,
and not «places of empty talk», as bour-
geois parliaments are. They reject the
venal and rotten bourgeois parliamen-
tarism as a separate system, as a division
of labour between the legislative and
executive power, as a means to ensure
a privileged position for the deputies,
and have concentrated in one hand, as
Marx and Lenin teach, both the legisla-
tive and the executive activity. The re-
presentatives of the people elected to
our representative organs are working
people who implement the laws they
issue, control what is done in practice
and are responsible before the electors.
Thus, our representative organs have
made a reality of the lessons of the
Paris Commune, in as much as they are
built and work as legislative and exe-
cutive institutions at the same time.

People exercise state power, or ex-
press their will, in the second place,
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in a direct muanner. This way of wield-
ing state power in our couniry finds
its expression in different forms which
are not expressly provided for in the
Constitution, such as participation in
elections, direct worker and peasant
control, popular discussions, etc.

Elections are held chiefly to form
all the representative organs of the
country. They are really free, and are
carried out through general, equal, di-
rect and secret ballot. The participa-
tion of the people in eleclions is fur-
ther supplemented and deepened
through the other form of direct exer-
cise of the state power — the revoca-
tion of any people’s representative to
the People’s Assembly or people’s
councils by the electors at any time,
whenever he or she does not justify
the trust placed in him or her. This
is another very important right of our
electors and one of the main features
of the democratic character of our
representative organs.

The direct control exercised by our
working masses under the leadership
of the Party represents another im-
portant form of the direct exercise of
state power by the people. This is the
direct control by the working -class,
the cooperativist peasantry and the
other working people, parallel with
the other two forms of control of the
working class in power — by the
Party and the proletarian state, and
the three together pursue the same
aim and supplement each other.

A concrete expression of ihe direct
participation of the working masses
in the government of the country are
also the popular discussions of major
political and social problems. Such
were the discussion of the Constitution
or the discussion of the plans for the
development of the economy and cul-
ture, the school and the family, or the
further perfection of the moral figure
of our new man, etc.

The problems of the state power in
Albania concern all the working masses.
With this the exercise of the state
power becomes a field of effective acti-
vity of the working class and the other
working masses. Even from the juridic-

al and constitutional standpoint, it is
compulsory that «in all their work, the
representative organs and other state
organs rely on the creative initiative
of the masses of working people, draw
them into running the country and ren-
der acceunt before them» (Article 7).

Second, the rights and freedoms of
citizens are a component part of our
socialist democracy, place the working
man at the centre and cover the whole
social and political lile of the country,
the main fields of which, according to
the Constitution, are: the social and eco-
nomic rights (which have to do with
the participation of citizens in work
activities, the rest they enjoy after
work, their education, as well as the
malerial assistance they are entitled to
in old age, in cases of illnees or dis-
ablement); the democratic freedoms
(which have to do with the free ex-
pression of the opinion of -citizens
through speech and the press, with
their freedom of organization, union
and public manifestation, as well as
militating in mass organizalions); the
rights of electing and being elected
(which have to do with the rights of
citizens to elect and to be elected to
the representalive organs, as well as
their constant supervision of these or-
gans and the people elected to them);
individual freedoms (which have to do
with the inviolability of the person,
of residence, the secrecy of correspon-
dence, the defence at court, as well
as the right to appeal to the state or-
gans over any problem of both per-
sonal and general social concern).

All these rights and freedoms have
a genuine socialist content, which are
recognized to and guaranteed for the
working masses in socialism. They are
indivisible from the working people,
figure as their comprehensive rights and
freedoms. And this is natural because
socialism, as Comrade Enver Hoxha
says, is built by the masses and for
the masses, which are made conscious
by the Party of the working class.

The promulgation and guarantee of
the rights and freedoms of -citizens
represent one indivisible process. In
the socialist order, unlike in the bour-
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geois and revisionist countries, there is
no barrier beltween the promulgation
by law of the rights and freedoms of
citizens and the possibility of their
actual implementation. The rights and
freedoms of our citizens do not remain
a vacant expression, but have a fully
realizable content, because they rely
on the sound political and economic
base which is built by the dictatorship
of the proletariat and is ensured by
the socialist mode of production. In
the Constitution and the other socialist
laws they find their broadest sanction-
ing, with the related juridical warrants
being added to them. This is a clear
expression of the profoundly democratic
and genuinely socialist content of the
rights and freedoms of citizens, is an-
other convincing demonstration of the
work for the emancipation of the work-
ing people in socialism.

«Rights» and «freedoms» are men-
tioned for demagogical purposes also in
the Constitutions of the capitalist, bour-
geois or revisionist states., But what
catches the eye in these Constitutions
is the complete lack of any guarantee
for the putting into practice of the
«rights» and «freedoms» proclaimed,
their false and fraudulent character,
as well as the narrow character and
the limitations repeatedly enforced on
their enactment by the bourgeois and
revisionist law. The words of Marx,
who criticized with mordant sarcasm
this aspect of the «democracy» of the
exploiters, saying that the bourgeois
Constitutions contain freedom in the
general phrase and its negation in the
clause, apply perfectly to the bourgeois
and revisionist Constitutions of today.

Third, equality of citizens is another
expression of socialist democracy. So-
cialism ensures genuine equality, because
it frees the working people from any
oppression and exploitation. It puts an
end to unemployment, economic crises,
which are the source of misery, and
ensures, as expressed in the very requi-
rements of the fundamental economic
law of socialism, the fulfilment of the
material and cultural needs of society.

Rights and freedoms of citizens in
the PSR of Albania derive from the
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full equality of citizens who, as pro-
claimed in the Constitution, are «equal
before the law». No privilege or limita-
tion in account of sex, race, nationality,
education, social position or material
situation is recognized in the exercise
of these rights and freedoms. These
rights and freedoms are exercised in
complete conformity with the socialist
order and can never be in contrast
with the duties of citizens. The rights
and freedoms of citizens are broadened
and deepened further, parallel with
the degree of development of socialist
society.

This idea of equality is alien to the
exploitative orders, not only the slave-
owning and feudal orders, which openly
proclaim inequality, but also the capi-
talist, bourgeois or revisionist orders
which proclaim equality on paper, but
deny it in practice as long as they
defend oppression and exploitation
which lie at their foundations. There is
an unsurmountable barrier there di-
viding the broad popular masses from
their oppressors and exploiters, the
bourgeois class or the new revisionist
bourgeois.

The bourgeois and revisionist ideolo-
gists labour to create an impression of
the existence of social «homogeneity»
which «softens» or even «eliminates»
class antagonisms. They talk about the
altered nature of present-day capitalism.
which is no longer the same as the ca-
pitalism of the past; they talk about
«technical progress», in particular,
claiming that the «consumer society»,
«industrial society», «neo-capitalism»,
«popular capitalism», etc have been
created today. With their «theories»
they advocate the rapprochement of the
rich with the poor, of the oppressors
with the oppressed, the elimination of
antagonisms between them. But the
present-day reality refutes these bour-
geois-revisionist preachings. The mo-
dern world is torn apart by fierce
class contradictions which lead to an-
other rapprochement — the closing of
the ranks of the broad working masses,
with the working class at the head,
in their broad fierce struggle against
capitalists, bourgeois or revisionist, op-

pression and exploitation. Speaking
about the extending struggle of the
proletariat and the broad working mas-
ses in all the bourgeois and revisionist
countries today, especially their strug-
gle against political oppression and
economic exploitation, for the defence
of democratic rights and a better life,
Comrade Enver Hoxha points out: «In
these fierce clashes with capital and
the bourgeoisie, the working class and
the broad masses of the working people
are more and more strengthening their
proletarian consciousness, preparing and
tempering themselves ever better for
the coming class battles.»8

The socialist system of the economy
has the true equality realized in the
socialist order at its foundation. Tt
constitutes the unshakeable basis for
the emancipation of the working people,
for the elimination of private property
and exploitation for the realization of
the principle of working according to
one’s abilities and being remunerated
according to one’s work, without which
there is and can be no true equality.
These important expressions of equali-
tv have been legally sanctioned in the
Constitution of the PSR of Albania. Tt
proclaims the equality of citizens, as
one of the important principles of all
their rights and duties.

Our Constitution also sanctions the
great and constant work which is done
in Albania to narrow down any ine-
quality inherited from the past. It has
led to great achievements in the eman-
cipation of the woman who suffered
under a twofold oppression in fhe
past, and who today enjoys equal rights
with man at work, in remuneration,
social insurence, education in all socio-
political activity as well as in the family,
to the narrowing down of distinctions
between the city and the countryside:
between work in industry &nd agricul-
ture: between mental and manual work,
ete.

The measures for the consistent im-
plementation of the socialist principle
of distribution according to work have
great importance for the realization of
true equality. Our state has always
striven not to allow either petty-bour-
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geois equalitarianism or great diffe-
rentials in wages and salaries. With us
these differentials have always been
very small, and in the recent years they
have been reduced even further. Thus,
the ratio between the higher salaries of
the employees and the average wages
of the workers fell to 2 to 1 as against
25 to 1 until 1976. This is another
great achievement of our socialist de-
mocracy.

¥
* *

The reality of socialist Albania, where
genuine democracy, proletarian demo-
cracy, exists and develops uninterrup-
tedly, is a clear and vivid demonstration
of the Marxist-Leninist thesis that
proletarian democracy represents a new
and historically higher type of demo-
cracy, as is the state of the dictatorship
of the proletariat itself. The compre-
hensive and genuine democracy for
the masses of working people, which
is closely and indivisibly linked with
the state of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, represents, at the same time,
the general road for the strengthening
of the state and the whole socialist
order. «Ensuring a broad socialist de-
mocracy.,» savs Comrade Enver Hoxha,
«constitutes a fundamental condition
for the protection and strengthening of
the dictatorship of the proletariat itself,
just as the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat constitutes an indispensable and
decisive condition for the existence of
genuine democracy for the working
people.»9
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PLANNED
ECONOMY -
STABLE PRICES

by SABAH HILMIA

In Albania, prices, as part

of the planning of the people’s economy,
are planned by the state in a

conscious and centralized manner.
Prices are fixed by the state, they are
unified on a national scale

and are characterized by stability

AT A TIME WHEN THE ENTIRE
CAPITALIST, BOURGEOIS OR REVI-
SIONIST, WORLD IS SUFFERING THE
CONSEQUENCES OF RAMPANT
PRICE RISES AND INFLATION,
ALBANIA, THE ONLY SOCIALIST
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, DOES
NOT KNOW THE PHENOMENON OF
PRICE RISES OR INFLATION.

HOW IS IT THAT ALBANIA, A
FORMERLY BACKWARD SMALL
COUNTRY, NOW ENCIRCLED BY
SAVAGE AND POWERFUL IMPERIA-
LIST AND REVISIONIST ENEMIES,
CAN CARRY OUT SUCH A POLICY
AS TO BE ABLE TO AVOID PRICE
RISES AND INFLATION? WHAT
ENABLES THIS SMALL COUNTRY OF
EUROPE, WITH A POPULATION OF
2,7 MILLION INHABITANTS AND A
SURFACE OF 28,000 SQUARE KILO-
METRES, TO ENSURE STABLE
£RICES, TO SELL TO ITS WORKERS
AND PEASANTS SUCH ARTICLES AS
BREAD, MEAT, SUGAR, COTTON AND
WOLLEN CLOTH, ELECTRIC POWER,
ETC AT FIXED AND UNCHANGED
PRICES, WHICH ARE THE SAME
ALL OVER THE COUNTRY? THIS
REALITY IS CONNECTED WITH
POLITICAL AND SOCIO-ECONO-
MIC FACTORS.

The socio-political order, established
in Albania after.the triumph of the
people’s revolution in 1944, is the anti-
pode of the capitalist, bourgeois or
revisionist, order. The People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania is a new type of
state — the state of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, which expresses and
defends the interests of all the working
people, the interests of the majority.
It has nothing in common with the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie which
expresses and defends the interests of
monopoly capital and of the new re-
visionist bourgeoisie, the interests of
the minority.

The economy of the PSR of Albania
bases itself on socialist social ownership
of the means of production, which is
the base for the birth and development
of the new, socialist relations of pro-.
duction, relations of mutual social as-
sistance, collaboration and solidarity,
which rule out and liquidate antago-
nistic classes and the relations of ex-
ploitation of man by man, which, on
their part, rest on capitalist private
ownership of the means of production.

Our socialist state, as the state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat,
amongst other things, carries out the



function of organizing and directing the
economy of the whole country, which
is nut and cannot be carried out by the
bourgevis state, since the capitalist so-
cio-political and economic order is based
on private ownership of the means
of production. The state in Albania,
within the scope of operation of the
ubjective economic laws stemming from
and existing in socialism, directs and
develops the entire economic and so-
cial life of the country according to a
single general state plan, always guided
by the objective of fulfilling the
growing material, cultural and spiritual
needs of the entire society ever better.

The economy in the PSR of Albania
does not develop spontaneously, accord-
ing Lo the laws of the market, but it
is directed in a planned manner on a
national scale and in a conscious and
centralized manner according to the
demands of the fundamental economic
manner according to the demands of
the fundamental economic law of so-
cialism and the law of planned and
proportional development of the various
branches of the economy. All the
phases of extended reproduction are re-
gulated and directed by socialist society
in a planned and centralized manner,
too. As a consequence, what should be
produced, the mode of production and
the objective of production in socialist
Albania are not determined spontane-
ously by the mechanism of the market,
by profit, but are subject to the ob-
jective of the maximum and planned
fulfilment of the needs of lhe entire
society, of the strengthening of the in-
dependence of the country and the in-
creasing of its defence capacity. On
this score, prices, as part of the plan-
ning of the people's economy, are plan-
ned by the state in a conscious and
centralized manner. Prices in Albania
are fixed by the state, they are unified
on a national scale and are charac-
terized by stabilily, The premises [or
the planned and centralized mana-
gement of the economy and the policy
of prices in Albania were created im-
mediately after the working class, in
alliance with the peasantry, took power
in their hands, expropriated the former
proprietors and created the state social-
ist sector of the economy, established
socialist social ownership of the means
of production, in the beginning in indus-
try and later in agriculture, too. Without
these two political and economic factors
— the dictatorship of the proletariat
and socialist social ownership, it is im-

possible to have a planned economy on
a national scale, planned prices the
same all over the country, or a policy
of stable prices.

Only in these conditions it is possible
w avoid the free play of prices on the
market, to liquidate spontaneity and
anarchy.

In connection with the role and im-
portance of a centralized and planned
policy of prices, Comrade Enver Hoxha
has pointed oul, «We will never
renounce regulating and fixing prices in
a centralized manner and on the basis
of a unified policy for the whole
country. This is the only way to pre-
vent the free play of prices on the
market, to avoid anarchy, competition
and spontaneity, to prevent the market
from being transformed, through the
mechanism of demand and offer, into
a spontaneous regulator of production
and circulation, as happens in the ca-
pitalist economy and in the countries
where the modern revisionists hold
sway.»

State economic enterprises in Albania
carry out their activity according to
plan, guided not by the aim of making
profits for themselves, but by the
general interests of sociely, which are
expressed in a unified general state
plan, according to the principle that
whatever is useful and necessary for
society is also useful and necessary for
the enterprises themselves.

The volume of production to be
turned by enterprises is not determined
by spontaneous factors, nor is it
determined by the spontaneous demands
and operation of the law of wvalue.
Enterprises are not dependent on the
spontaneous operation of the mechan-
ism of the market in determining their
volume of production. On the contrary,
they know in advance what they have
to produce according to plan which, of
course, is achieved through the study
of demand, and the combination of
the needs of the country with the
productive capacities on a branch and
district level. In this basis, they are in
a position to plan the work force and
the fund of wages, to make a balance
of their needs for primary materials,
which in our couniry are ensured
through the plan of material-technical
supplies.

In this manner, they have all the
possibilities to draft a plan and deter-
mine the amount of expenditure of
live and materialized work needed for
production, as well as 1o calculate the
amount of their profits and foresee their

[inancial relations with the state, that
is, the budget.

However, enterprises are not free to
determine for themselves prices for
the sale of their products, Prices, in
harmony with the demands of the law
of value and other economic laws ope-
rating in socialism, are fixed by the
state at such a level as to cover, as a
rule, the mean expenditure of produc-
tion of the branch (the mean progres-
sive cost of the branch), to ensure a
certain level of profit for the branch
and the enterprise, and this is provided
for in the plan, while the difference
goes over to the state budget for the
needs of society, in general. In this
manner, the combination of the interests
of society with those of enterprises, as
basic cells of the people’s economy, is
realized in a correct way, always giving
priority to the interests of society.

State economic enterprises are not
free to alter prices, that is, they cannot
raise or cut prices depending on de-
mand and offer. They are bound to
respect with great rigorosity the state-
fixed prices which do not fluctuate ac-
cording to the mechanism of the market,
as happens in the capitalist econo-
my. Demand does not automatically
affect prices, that is, it does not bring
about an increase in prices, as happens
in the capitalist economy. Does this
mean that in our economy demand is
totally disregarded. Absolutely not, on
the contrary, demand is studied ca-
refully and taken account of in the
plan, hence it, too, is subject to a
general plan. Offer, on its part, has
not a predominant position, either; it
does not automatically influence prices,
that is, state enterprises cannot on
their own reduce the volume of pro-
duction planned when they see that
offer is temporarily decreasing. Like-
wise, they cannot on their own reduce
selling prices in order to encourage
demand. All these operations are re-
gulated in our planned economy. They
can be fully planned and forecast,
because the means of production in
the possession of enterprises are not
private property, but socialist property,
because in Albania the law of value
has no free sphere of operation. On
the contrary, it operates within a ri-
gorously controlled sphere. In its acti-
vity the enterprise is not guided by the
aim of making profit for itself, but by
the principle that the interests of
society are linked with the interests
of the enterprise, and the activity of
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the enlerprise is directed towards the
fulfilment of the needs of socialist
society.

It is precisely for this that the plan-
ned direction of enterprises and the
economy is one of the conditions which
makes planning and stability of prices
in Albania possible.

All the bourgeois, reformist, social-
democratic and revisionist «theories»
about the possibility of the «planned
regulation» of the capitalist economy
and prices have no scientific base,
have a demagogical aim and are in-
tended to divert the proletariat from
the road of the violent revolution. As
long as the capitalist ownership of the
means of production exists, as long as
state power is in the hands of the

bourgeoisie, the capilalist cconomy can-
not be directed and developed accord-
ing to a plan on a national scale, and
consequently, the capitalist state cannot
carry out a policy of prices «in a plan-
ned and centralized manner», cannot
halt price rises and inflation. The
state cannot implement a policy of
prices in the interests of the workers
and peasants, but only in the interests
of the monopoly capital. Regulation of
prices by the state entails only ensur-
ing favourable conditions for the sale of
the goods produced by the military-in-
dustrial monopoly complexes.

Every day, every hour, in the capi-
talist world, the graphs of prices show
a constant rise. The following table is
an illustration of this:

RISE OF PRICES
FOR CONSUMER GOODS OVER A 12-MONTH PERIOD,
AT THE END OF THE MONTH, IN PER CENT

December March
1976 1977 1978 1979 1980
USA 4.3 6.8 9 13.3 14.7
BRITAIN 151 121 8.4 17.2 21.8
ITALY 218 14.9 119 19.8 21.2
FRANCE 9.9 9 9.7 118 13.7
JAPAN 104 438 3.5 5.8 8
SPAIN 19.8 26.4 16.4 15.5 16.3
The picture is radically different in  comparison with 1958, while the ge-

the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania. In the period 1961-1970, in spite
of the savage imperialist-revisionist bloc-
kade, in spite of Khrushchev’s «prophe-
cies» that Albania «would sell itself
for 30 pieces of silver», the supply
of the population with the main broad
consumer goods was normal, prices in
retail trade no only did not rise, but on
the contrary, remained stable and were
even reduced. Meanwhile, all taxes and
fees were abolished, lower wages were
raised and differentials between higher
and lower wages were narrowed. As
a consequence, the real incomes of the
population increased.

From the year 1957, when the system
of rationing was totally abolished, there
have been several price reductions in
socialist Albania, especially for broad
consumer goods and services, with the
population gaining a total of over 1.7
billion leks.

In 1970, the general index of prices
for broad consumer goods such as
food-stuffs (bread, meat, rice, edible oil,
cheese, etc) is 5-8 per cent lower in

neral index of prices for industrial
goods sold to the countryside shows a
fall of 16 per cent as against 1958.

At the same time prices for the
state procurement and purchase of
agricultural and dairy products in 1970
were higher than in 1965: for bread
grain — 40 per cent, meat 60 per cent,
wool — 37 per cent, tobacco — 10 per
cent, ete. And after 1970 prices for retail
goods, alimentary and non-alimentary
products, have remained stable, in spite
of the indirect pressure exercised by the
economic, financial, energy and raw
materials’ crisis of the capitalist and
revisionist world.

The correct political course of sta-
bility of prices, which has been pur-
sued even in the conditions of the world
crisis and its influence on our economy,
is closely connected with and stems
from the correct Marxist-Leninist po-
licy of the Party of Labour of Albania
which aims to build, on the basis of
the revolutionary principle of self-re-
liance, an independent economy, based
on a many-branched industry capable
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of coping wilh and fulfilling the most
urgenl needs of the country, and on
modern collectivized agriculture capable
of achieving the country’s self-sufficien-
cy in bread grain, ensuring primary
and raw materials for industry and de-
fence, creating balanced socialist eco-
nomy.

By carrying out a scientific pro-
gram and a correct political course
for the socialist industrialization of
the country, by giving priority of de-
velopment to the branches specialized
in the production of the means of
production, and in particular, the min-
ing, power, mechanical-engineering,
chemical, steel and other industries,
the stage has been reached in which
Albanian industry is in a position to
cope with 90 per cent of the needs for
consumer articles, 95 per cent of the
needs for spare parts, all the needs for
chemical fertilizers, and has an active
power balance, hence, it can ensure an
industry independent from foreign coun-
tries. Our industry is successfully com-
peling on foreign markets, thus contri-
buting to breaking the blockade.

It is the great merit of the Party of
Labour of Albania which, always with
great awareness, has chosen the dif-
ficult but glorious road of the cons-
truction of socialism on the basis of the
resources of internal accumulation, al-
though it was quite aware that this was
not an easy road, on the contrary, it
was a road which called for privations,
strong nerves and stern struggle against
all internal and external enemies who
wanted to keep Albania in a state of
agricultural backwardness, as a source
of primary materials for the metro-
polises.

The consistent implementation of the
correct Leninist course for the social-
ist industrialization of the country re-
lying on the resource of internal accu-
mulation brought about that Albania
from a backward agricultural country
embarked on the road of development
of its indusiry and agriculture, and
achieved such successes that Albanian
total industrial production in 1979 is 5
times as great as in 1960. In order to
have a better idea of the successes in
the field of industrial development, we
will compare our development rates
with those of a number of developed
capitalist countries.

In the period 1974-1978 the average
annual growth rate of industrial pro-
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duction in Albania has been 54 per
cent, whereas it was 1.2 per cent in
Britain, 0.9 per cent in France, 1.7 per
cent in the German Federal Republic,
etc.

These figures show that in socialist
Albania industry develops at high rates,
without crises and slumps. It has grown
stronger. more independent and ba-
lanced with each passing year, and on
the basis of increased productivity of
social work, reduction of cost, impro-
vement of the structure and quality of
production, extension of the range of
goods, there has been a continuous
improvement of the balance of foreign
trade, balance of payments, which on
its part has further increased the sta-
bility of our economy, its independence
and possibilities for financing the de-
velopment of the country without any
«aid» or credits from the capitalist
countries.

The policy of prices for the dis-
tribution and redistribution of the na-
tional income between the two subdi-
visions of social production — industry
and agriculture, between the fund of
accumulation and fund of consumption,
has played an important role in the
utilization of the sources of internal
accumulation and in the utilization of
these resources with high effective-
ness, in harmony with the unified gene-
ral state plan.

The transition to the policy of uni-
fied prices directed in a planned and
centralized manner by the state,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed
out, was important because, «along
with the general state plan, unifica-
tion of prices enables us to plan state
accumulations and deprives the law of
value of its spontaneous character, makes
it something which can be controlled
and directed» (by the state — S.H.).

By giving priority to the development
of the means of production, by acce-
lerating the rates of development of
heavy industry, possibilities were created
for the expansion of the energy and
primary materials’ base, As a result,
Albania today is a country which fully
meets, with the resources of the country,
all its needs for fuels, is independent
in this vital field, at a time when the
capitalist world is suffering the conse-
quences of a deep crisis. And this has
been achieved thanks {o the Party of
Labour of Albania which has combated
all the anti-Marxist, anti-national and

liquidationist views of the opportunists
in its ranks, as well as of all the re-
visionist enemies, who tried to force it
to give up its plan for the development
of all the key branches of the economy,
the development of the heavy industry,
especially the extraction of the oil.

Precisely because the PSR of Alba-
nia carried out the socialist industriali-
zation of the country on the correct
Marxist-Leninist road, on the basis of
the constant increase of industrial pro-
duction, the ever rising participation
of the able-bodied population in work,
the growing productivity of labour and
the strengthening of a savings’ regime,
it became possible to maintain a rela-
tively high rate of accumulation from
the national income realized in the
country which, on its part, ensured the
means to finance the rapid development
of industry, as the leading branch of
the economy, as a premise for the in-
dependence and stability of the econo-
my and prices in our country.

The stability of the economy and
prices in the People’s Socialist Repu-
blic of Albania is closely connected
with the policy of the PLA in the field
of agriculture, too.

«Although socialist Albania tends to
becoming an industrial country»,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out,
«agriculture still remains the basic
branch of its economy. Strong reliance
of the national economy on both in-
dustry and agriculture is a perma-
nent principle, an indispensable con-
dition for its rapid and harmonious de-
velopment, for an ever higher degree
of its self-activity» (E. Hoxha, Report
to the 6th Congress of the PLA).

Therefore, a great importance has
been attached to the development
of agriculture at rapid rates and in an
all-round manner, to the increase of
the agricultural production, in general,
and the bread grain production, in
particular.

Consistently implementing a policy of
intensification of agriculture, without at
the same time disregarding its extensive
development, taking all the measures
to increase its mechanization, carrying
out the technical-scientific revolution in
agriculture and mobilizing people under
the slogan «Agriculture — the concern
of the entire people», our country
was in a position to locally meet all
its needs for bread grain over all the
five years of the 6th Five-year Plan, to
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increase agricultural production 2.9
times in comparison with 1960, to satis-
factorily fulfil the tasks set by the 6th
Five-year Plan to agriculture.

As in other fields, in the field of de-
velopment of agriculture the PLA did
not fall into the trap set by the Titoite
and Khrushchevite revisionists who
wanted to make our country dependent
on them even for its bread grain, who
wanted to turn Albania into «a vege-
table fruit garden» in order to be able
to starve it to submission.

The successes achieved in the two
fundamental branches of the economy
— industry and agriculture, especially
in the years of the 6th Five-year Plan,
in spite of the perfidity of the Chinese
revisionists who cut all «aid» and
credits, have contributed to the constant
strengthening of the economy, to its
rapid and steady rates of development,
to its growing stability, enabling it o
supply the population normally, at
stable prices, without knowing the ne-
gative phenomena of the economy of
the capitalist countries — price rises,
inflation, unemployment, etec.

In the years of the 6th Five-year Plan
the population were supplied better
with food-stuffs and non-alimentary
products. In 1979, in comparison with
1975, the population was supplied with
226 per cent more sugar, 22.3 per
cent more edible fats, 10.4 per cent
more meat, 20.4 per cent more vegeta-
bles, 17.3 per cent more milk, 15.3 per
cent more shoes, always at stable prices.

The stability of the economy and the
rapid development of industry and agri-
culture, and in this context, the sta-
bility of prices in Albania are explained
not only with the mobilization of all its
internal, human, material and finan-
cial resources, but also with their ef-
fective utilization, especially of the fund
of accumulation.

Convinced that the norms of accu-
mulation and the volume of investments
cannot be increased beyond a limit, the
Party of Labour of Albania has at-
tached due importance to the increase
of social product, and especially to the
further rise of the effectiveness of in-
vestments and constructions. In its eco-
nomic policy the PLA has given
constant priority to productive accu-
mulation, and first of all, the invest-
ments in the sphere of material pro-
duction. Over the entire period of
socialist construction 80-85 per cent of
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investments have been made for the
development of the productive sphere,
most of which in industry and agricul-
ture. ‘-

The complete employment of the
able-bodied population has been ensured
on this basis, in spite of the population
growth at an average rate of 2.5 per
cent every year (which is several times
higher than the rates of population
growth not only in Europe, but also in
many other regions of the world). Dur-
ing the period 1950-1980, national in-
come has increased at an annual
rate of 13 per cent.

On the other hand, the effective
utilization of accumulation sources has
influenced positively the strengthening
of the economy, its stability, and as a
result, the stability of prices, too.

The consistent road of socialist in-
dustrialization and collectivization of
agriculture according to the Marxist-
Leninist principle of self-reliance, has
not led Albania «into shutting itself
up within its own shell» as the bour-
geois and revisionist propaganda claims.
On the contrary, Albania has regular
trade relations with more than 50
countries of the world, naturally, on
the basis of non-interference, respect
of mutual interest and economic ad-
vantage.

The question might be asked: how
is it that small Albania can develop
trade relations with more than 50
countries of the capitalist, bourgeois
or revisionist, world and withstand the
strong pressure of increased prices and
inflation, which is bound to happen
since it is compelled to import goods
at high prices, for which it must pay
in foreign currency in a state of de-
valuation? How can this formerly most
backward country of Europe resist this
pressure?

The stability of our economy and
prices against rising import prices and

increasing devaluation of foreign
currency is explained by the fact that
as early as the first days of the esta-
blishment of the people’s state power
in Albania, state monopoly was esta-
blished on foreign trade and currency.

The monopoly of foreign trade and
currency by the state of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat is one of the
principles which guarantees the inde-
pendence of the economy from foreign
capital, from the fluctuations of the
capitalist market and the influence of
the economic, financial and currency
crisis of the capitalist and bourgeois-
revisionist world. And if we add to this
the fact that, on the basis of increased
social product, the volume of exports,
the structure and quality of goods
have also increased, the cost of products
has been lowered from one year to the
other. and that the exports have ba-
lanced imports, it becomes clear why
socialist Albania, the only socialist
country in the world, can successfully
withstand price rises and inflation
which make themselves felt in its rela-
tions with a world which is actually
suffering all the ills of the bourgeois
society.

State monopoly on foreign trade and
currency is, of course, a factor of great
importance for the defence of the coun-
try against the direct pressure of con-
tinuously increasing prices for the goods
we import and from the consequences
of the devaluation of currency we use in
our foreign trade transactions, On the
other hand. our economy, which deve-
lops at high rates and in a balanced
manner, on the basis of the principle of
self-reliance, has always been able to
counteract to this pressure. This coun-
teraction is expressed in the increased
volume of exports, the improvement of
structure and the lowering of cost of
export goods.

In spite of the savage imperialist-
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revisionist blockade and the betrayal
by the Chinese social-imperialists, in
1979 as against 1976. some of our most
important exports have increased in:
benzine — about 6 fold, electric power
— 3 fold, cotton — about 50 per cent,
exports of chromium ore and concen-
trates have also shown a perceptible
rise. If we add to this the fact that,
due to the structure and quality of
our products and the level of prices on
the capitalist world market, we sell
now at higher prices on foreign mar-
kets, then it becomes clear how our
economy responds to the spontaneous
impact of prices in the capitalist world.
On the other hand, the lowering of
production costs on a national scale,
especially for export goods, together and
in close connection with all other fac-
tors, allows our economy to absorb
very well the impact of high prices of
the capitalist world market on our
country, which, besides other things, is
also due to the fact that the buying
power of our monetary unit— the lek,
not only has not been weakened; but
on the contrary: has been strengthened.
According to estimations, compared to
the American dollar the buying power of
our currency (through export goods)
is about 40 per cent higher than in
1960. This strengthening of our currency
softens the impact of high prices and
inflation,

Thus, in spite of the increased volume
of imports and high prices on the
capifalist world market, our country
today has not «shut itself up within its
own shell», but trades with over 50
countries, has an active balance of
payvments, a national currency far from
devaluating. is constanily strengthening
a stable economy which needs no
credits from the banks of the bourgeois
and revisionist countries, through which
the imperialists and social-imperialists
enslave the peoples, suck their blood
and exploit their toil.
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PERSPECTIVES
OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF EDUCATION

AND

CULTURE
IN SOCIALIST ALBANIA

by HAMIT BEQJA

The present-day phenomena and trends of development of education and
culture in socialist Albania clearly show the great possibilities and broad
prospects for the constant raising of the educational and cultural le-
vel of the working people and the younger generations, in particular.
This is reflected both in the present achievements and the perspective of
growth in all the links of the educational system and all the means of

cultural activity

IN THE PROCESS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF A CONSISTENT MARXIST-
LENINIST POLICY FOR THE TRIUMPH OF SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM,
THE PLA HAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN
THE FIELD OF IDEOLOGY AND CULTURE A GENERAL LAW FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW SOCIALIST SOCIETY, A GUIDING PRIN-
CIPLE OF UNIVERSAL VALUE. IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS, TAKING
ACCOUNT OF THE SPECIFIC CONDITIONS IN WHICH ALBANIA SET OUT
AND IS MARCHING ON THE ROAD OF SOCIALISM, THE INTERNAL AND
EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES, THE PLA HAS ADOPTED A NUMBER OF
MEASURES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION
IN DEPTH AND BREADTH, IN QUANTITY AND QUALITY, FOR THE
CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
AND SOCIALIST CULTURE.FOR THE CEASELESS RAISING OF THE EDU-
CATIONAL AND CULTURAL LEVEL OF ALL THE WORKING PEOPLE, AND
ESPECIALLY THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

The extent and depth of this revo- characterize development
lution, its vital importance and urgent
character, the extremely rapid rates
and very broad proportions, which

in a truly
socialist country, become even more
conspicuous if compared with the very
great backwardness Albania inherited

HAMIT BEQRJA — Professor at the
University of Tirana

from the past in all fields, including
education and culture.

Up till today, 36 years after Libera-
tion, this cultural revolution has pas-
sed through two major historical stages
in harmony with the entire process of
the construction of the new, socialist
society. The first stage of this revolution
coincides in time with the stage of
the building of the base of socialism,
especially the building of its economic
base, which starts immediately after
Liberation and extends up to the be-
ginning of the 60's. It is precisely in
this stage that the bases for the creat-
ion of the people’s educational system
and socialist culture were laid, and in
this process was achieved a perceptible
rise of the educational and cultural
level of all working people and, in
particular, of the younger generations.
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In fhis stage the struggle for the li-
quidation of illiteracy followed the ef-
forts for deep-going democratic trans-
formations, which were combined with
transformations of a socialist character,
and led to the creation of a new system
of popular education. The educational
system was unified all over the coun-
try, and this not only formally and
juridically, but also in reality, by free-
ing it of all taxes and fees, opening
schools in the remotest villages of the
couniry, setting up boarding schools,
according state bursaries, especially for
the children of peasants and working
people. The new popular educational
system was a coherent one, complete
with all the necessary categories of
schools, from the lowest forms to the
highest ones, having at the same time
removed all obstacles to the free trans-
ition from one category of school to
the other. So all possibilities were
created for a rapid rise of the educatio-
nal level of all the working people,
and especially of the younger gene-
rations, for the intensive training of
the labour force and specialists and
technicians needed in all the fields of
activity, for the formation of the new
people’s socialist intelligentsia which
was emerging from the ranks of the
working people, an intelligentsia large
in numbers and specialized in different
fields, in compliance with the great
ahd urgent needs of the country in the
course of its new, socialist develop-
ment.

This rapid, impetuous development,
in terms of quantity, was at this stage
accompanied with radical transforma-
tions in the content of the new school.
A new, socialist school was created,
which based all its teaching and edu-
cational activity on the science of Marx-
ism-Leninism and the policy of the
Party, on socialist pedagogy and mo-
dern scientific thought, on the out-
standing, patriotic, secular and demo-
cratic traditions of the Albanian na-
tional school. In this same stage, Al-
bania began from scratch its work for
setting up a broad network of mass
culture institutions: clubs and circles

of cullure, homes and hearths of cul-
ture, especially in the villages, national
and local museums, theatre and va-
riety show houses for professional
troupes, as well as for creating the
means of social information and the
mass media, for publishing books, news-
papers and magazines, introducing wire-
less and TV sets, etc. All this activity
had nothing in common with com-
mercial gain, which has always been
and remains the essential feature of
bourgeois culture. Parallel with the
flowering of all the genres of litera-
ture and art in their cultivated forms,
the amateur movement of the working
masses also began to develop on a broad
scale. Together with people’s education
and combined with it, all these means
served to make cultural values the
real property of the entire working
people, a means for an all-round efflo-
rescence of people’s talents.

Major transformations have taken
place in the field of purely cultural
activities. Alongside the integration of
outstanding progressive values of our
national culture into world culture,
there was the intensive process of the
creation and development of the new
socialist culture, imbued with the Marx-
ist-Leninist world outlook. Literature
and the arts began to develop on the
lines of socialist realism.

The second stage of the cultural rev-
olution began in the 60’s and extends
up to our days, only to continue in
the future. It coincides in time with
the stage of the complete construction
of socialist society and is an organic
part of the course of the all-round
deepening of the socialist revolution,
the further revolutionization of the
whole life of the country. This stage
is the longest in terms of time. During
this stage the non-stop march towards
socialism continues through the class
struggle on a broad front, which is
especially fierce in the field of ideology
and culture, and directed against all
anti-socialist, bureaucratie, liberal, con-
servative, technocratic or intellectualist
concepts and practices.

In this stage, too, quantitative develop-
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ment conlinues atl more and more rapid
rates, with the objective of consoli-
dating the achievements and gains of
the first stage and taking up new pro-
blems for solution, as the essential fea-
ture of a society which opens unlimited
possibilities for education and culture
among the masses of the people, for
their  transformation into effective
means for the all-round strengthening
of the country, and especially of its
economy, the all-round development
and enrichment of the personality of
the new man of socialist society. The
following is a detailed analysis of some
of these processes as they occur today
and their future development.

Even a very general picture of the
colossal changes that have taken place
in the field of education and culture,
expressed in some of their main indices,
clearly shows the great cultural revo-
lution carried out in socialist Albania.
Whereas there were over 50,000 pupils,
or one out of 18 inhabitants, who at-
tended school in the 1938-1939 school-
year, today there are more than 70,000
or nearly one out of three inhabitants
g0 to school. This country, with a po-
pulation of less than three million in-
habitants, publishes today nearly 11
million copies of different books a year,
it has 2,100 hearths and homes of cul-
ture, 2,000 museum-houses, 25 profes-
sional theatres and variety show houses.

However, the main thing in the
deepening of the cultural revolution in
this second stage is the revolutioni-
zation of the contents of education and
culture, the consolidation of socialist
class and party spirit in education and
culture in the struggle against all alien
ideological influences, old or new,
internal or external, especially against
the ideological diversion and cultural
aggression by the present-day capital-
ist and revisionist world. These are
the objectives of the further revolu-
tionization of the school, which has put
all its activity on the basis of combin-
ing lessons with productive work and
physical and military training, making
all these three components revolve
around the Marxist-Leninist ideological
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