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SOCIALIST ALB
COUNTRY
OF NEW REALI
AND
OF THE NEWM

SOCIALIST ALBANIA HAS WELCOMED IN THE 30th
ANNIVERSARY OF ITS FREE EXISTENCE. IT BEGAN THIS
JUBILEE YEAR WITH A FIRM STEP, AND LEGITIMATE PRIDE
IN THE HEROIC ROAD IT HAS TRAVERSED AND THE
GLORIOUS VICTORIES IT HAS WON.

THE BOURGEOIS POLITICIANS HAD NEVER ENVISAGED
SUCH A MEMORABLE DATE FOR ALBANIA, BUT IT CAME
AS A LOGICAL RESULT OF THE CENTURIES-LONG EFFORTS
MADE BY THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE AND AS THE OBJECTIVEL
OUTCOME OF THE SOCIALIST ROAD THEY FOLLOW UNDER
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA.
THE RENEGADES TO MARXISM-LENINISM, THE MODERN
revisionists, did everything in their power to force socialist Al-
bania to its knees and subjugate it, but it is now sceing in its 30th
anniversary unconquered, more powerful and more inde-
pendent than ever. Today the existence of socialist Albania
terrifies its enemies and immeasurably gladdens its real friends,
wherever they are.

In its thirty years of existence, little socialist Albania has
had to fight a life-or-death battle against many enemies,
internal and external, savagely hostile or sycophantic, but it
never showed its back to any of them. In its thirty years of
socialist construction, it encountered countless obstacles and
difficulties, of every possible kind, but it was not frightened
and did not mark time. Ignoring them from the strategic
viewpoint, it tactically built and applied the kind of economic
policy which best suited its specific conditions, and scored
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imporlant victories in all directions, political and ideological,
cconomic and cultural, administrative and military, thus creat-
ing a sound, completely stable situation.

Although ravaged by the war and facing a double impe-
rialist-revisionist encirclement, it managed, within a brief period
of time, to restore itself fully, and to begin courageously and
continue successfully the process of socialist industrialisation
and the modernisation of agriculture, to develop socialist
education, culture and art and to increase the material well-
being of the working masses steadily.

Albania is today the only country in Europe with a highly
advanced social system, our socialist order, truly popular
regime, the dictatorship of the proletariat, and a truly revo-
lutionary, Marxist-Leninist party to lead it, the Party of Labour
of Albania.

Before liberation, Albania had the highest death rate
(1 for every 2 born) and the lowest average life expectancy
in Europe, it now ranks among the countries which have the
bighest birth rate, lowest mortality and the longest average
life expectancy in the world.

In no country of the capitalist and revisionist world do
the broad working masses enjoy the right to free education
and medical care to the extent to which these have been
organized in Socialist Albania.

Albania is the first country in the world to have totally
abolished direct taxation on the population, at a time when,
in the capitalist and revisionist countries, taxes are an insup-

portable burden on the broad working masses. Here rent
represents only 1,5 to 3 per cent of the family budget, while
in the capitalist and revisionist countries it is 5 to 10 times
as high.

Our country ranks among those few states that are fully
electrified. The energy crisis, like a strong earthquake, has
now shaken the economies and is paralyzing life, in the
socalled consumer society; yet we can fulfil the constantly
increasing demands of our economy and population for energy,
without any interruption or restriction of supply (clearly, we
do this economically since economizing is a characteristic of
our socialist system).

In socialist Albania such phenomena as political and eco-
nomic crises, inflation and unemployment, the astronomic rise
of prices and the continuous worsening of the living conditions
of working masses, the exploitation of man by man, parasitism,
criminality and unbridled corruption, all common, daily facts
in the capitalist and revisionist world are entirely alien. Here
on the contrary, there is a stable situation, an active and
healthy life, which is characterized by the steady development
of the economy and culture, education and science, rising living
standards, and the improving moral and political figure of
our new man,

This healthy situation in our country was confirmed and
further strengthened by the events of 1973, which was a troubled
and turbulent year in general, with many immediate com-
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plications and disastrous consequences for the capitalist
and revisionist world, in particular.

A major economic crisis, considered by the bourgeois
experts themselves to be the worst since the second world
war and interwoven wilth an unprecedented energy crisis,
seriously affected economic, social and political life in these
countries.

According to the bourgeois press, the world index of
economic activity, calculated for the main capitalist countries
(USA, Japan, West Germany, Britain, France, Holland, Italy,
etc.) in December 1973, showed a decline of 19 per cent in
comparison with the same period in 1972,

The rates at which the prices of mass consumer goods,
increased in 1973, in the main capitalist countries, have been
cn average 2 to 3 times higher than the 17-year average (1955-
1972). This unbridled increase in prices has seriously affected
the real income of the working masses, reducing it to such
an extent that they are no longer able to buy basic necessities.
If we add to this the 100 million strong army of unemployed,
including 4.5 million in the USA alone, the «majestys of the
«free world» and the wparadise» of the socalled ~consumer so-
cietys, is laid bare, the discontent of the working people there,
is reaching the stage of a general revolt.

The situation is no less gloomy in the revisionist world,
the socalled w«socialist communitys.

The economies of these countries, fully geared to the free
play of market forces, are suffering all the consequences of
this, and being plunged increasingly deeper into economic
and social crises. As in the capitalist countries, so in the
revisionist ones, 1973 brought new declines and failures in the
economy, particularly in agriculture and the consumer goods
industry, unemployment and prices rose, and so did crime
and degeneration, the new revisionist bourgeoisie grew richer
and the working masses more discontented, resulting in de-
monstrations and strikes.

In these conditions, the bourgeois and revisionist ideolo-
gists are zealously striving with all the means available to
divert the attention of the working people from the problems
of the times and to convince the rebelling youth and masses
that it is useless and meaningless to rise in struggle, or seek
to find a way out from the deep contradictions corroding
their society. They offer them, as the sole alternative, pes-
simisms, indifferentism, various drugs, and many other low,
brutish pursuits which have had disastrous social consequences
and have become the fashion in the capitalist and revisionist
world. During 1973 the further moral and physical degene-
ration of man, and of youth in particular, was the
focus of attention for the bourgeois and revisionist
ideologists.

A totally different picture was presented by socialist Al-
bania last year, characterized by the further increase and
steeling of the ideological and political unity of the people,
and of party-people unity, the uninterrupted strengthening
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the vigorous deve-
lopment of our socialist economy and culture.

The decisions of the 4th Plenum of the CC of the Party,
and comrade Enver Hoxha's recent programmatic speeches,
created a lively atmosphere of political enthusiasm everywhere,
and raised the feeling of responsibility in the struggle against
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alien manifestations and liberal stands towards them to a
still higher level. A concrete expression of this great political
enthusiasm was seen in the returns of the December 23
elections to the people’s councils and courts, in which the
whole people took part and in which over 99.99 per cent voted
for the Democratic Front candidates.

Another important aspect of the concrete expression of
this enthusiasm and revolutionary vigour of our working
masses, and the heroism of our working class in the first
place, was seen in the satisfactory results achieved in fulfilling
the tasks of the state plan and budget for 1973. Thus, the
general plan for industrial production was fulfilled 100.5 per
cent or 9.4 per cent more than in 1972, while separate sectors
achieved even greater results. Over the 3-year period (1971-
1973), the targets of the five-year plan for industry were
reached 101.7 per cent, with an average rate of increase higher
than envisaged in the five-year plan.

The dynamic growth of production was maintained in
agriculture and in other branches of material production too:
Total agricultural production, despite the unsuitable weather
conditions, increased by 7 per cent, compared with 1972, and
in some particular products still more: grain 12 per cent,
rice 31 per cent, sugarbeet 26 per cent, meat 11 per cent
eggs 26 per cent, vegetables 15 per cent, etc. These increases
have been realized mainly due to the increase in production
yields per hectare of cultivated area, per capita of livestock,
etc. These results are the fruit of the mobilization and selfless
work of the agricultural workers, and of the great and allround
aid given by the socialist state to improve organisation aand
management, introduce scientific methods on a larger scale
in production, and spread advanced experience, in order to
increase and strengthen the material and technical base, me-
chanize work processes, and use chemical fertilizers in agri-
culture on a larger scale. As the Party has instructed, agri-
culture is becoming more the «concern of the entire peoples
as each day passes.

Perceptible successes have been achieved in the cons-
truction assembly sector, realizing a volume of work 19 per
cent higher than in 1972. As always, in the past year, too, the
mass heroism of the working class forcefully appeared in
construction work, particularly the heroism of youth, as in the
construction of the Elbasan-Prenjas railway, the most difficult
line that has been built so far in our country; at the big
hydropower station of Fierza, overcoming, besides various
technical and organisational difficulties, very difficult ground
and climatic conditions as well, the construction of the ferrous
metallurgy combine in Elbasan, the intensive oil processing
plant in Ballsh, the PVC plant in Vlora, and dozens more
large units being built with the internationalist aid of the
People’s Republic of China.

A dynamic development has been registered in all the
other sectors of the economy and culture.

The successes achieved in the year 1973 are not accidental;
they are a continuation of previous successes, and the resull
of the colossal efforts of our labouring masses, the correct
and principled policy of the Parly of Labour of Albania, and
our socialist order itself.

Despite the savage imperialist-revisionist blockade, espe-
cially after the year 1960, the development of our country
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in all directions did not stop, as Khrushchev and his clique
had hoped, but proceeded at a faster rate. This is shown by
the figures:

By 1973 the population had increased 1.4 times, in com-
parison with the year 1960, bul the average number of working
people and employees in the state sector had increased 2.3
times, and total industrial production 3.5 times. In some
branches, production has grown still more : 6.9 times in the
power industry, over 3 times in the oil and coal industries,
over 20 times in the chemical and copper industries, over
10 times in the engineering and glass-ceramics industries,
7 times in the cement industry, 5 times in the building ma-
terials industry, 2.5 times in the food-processing and light
industries, etc. There is also the production of chemical ferti-
lizers, plastic products, Radio-TV sets, etc.,, which was not
underwas here in 1960 and which is now, together with fuels
and electric energy, petrol, fulfilling the planned needs of
the economy and the population to an ever greater extent,

A perceptible improvement of the structure of production
in general, and of industrial production in particular, has been
realized; this process of improvement is deepening and in-
creasingly changing the face of our socialist homeland.

Total agricultural production in 1973, as compared with
1960, had increased 2.1 times, including grain 3.1 limes, po-
tatoes 3.6 times, sugarbeet 2.1 times, tobacco 1.8 times, vege-
tables 3.7 times, fsait 2.8 times, etc. The irrigated area during
this period increased 2.3 times, while the volume of mechanized
work increased 4.5 times. In 1973, 90 kg. of chemical fertilizer
were used for every hectare of cultivated land. In 1960, the
average yields of grain and sugarbeet were among the lowesl
in Europe, 7.2 and 126 quintals per hectare respectively, by
1973, despite the unfavourable weather conditions, these yields
had increased to 20.4 and 245 quintals per hectare respectively.

The volume of construction, assembly and goods transport
in 1973 had increased nearly 3 times, compared with 1960.

Our education, culture and science showed unprecedented
development during this period. The number of 8-year and
middle schools increased 2.6 times, while the middle schools
in the countryside alone increased over 13 times. The number
of pupils and students increased 2.3 times, and that of students
alone 4.5 times. Now, in the Pcople’s Republic of Albania,
1 out of 3 inhabitants is receiving education (as against
1 out of 5 inhabitants in 1960).

There has been an enormous increase in the circulation
of daily papers and magazines, school books and fictions, and
in the number of libraries and cinemas, theatres and mu-
seums, cultural centres, stadiums and other cultural insti-
tutions.

Talented writers and painters, composers and artists have
presented the country with worthy artistic works, of revolu-
tionary and educative content, which celebrate the heroic past
and present of our people.

Broad horizons have been opened to science and techno-
logy. Under the leadership of the Party, thousands of skilled
workers and peasants, trained people and technicians, engineers,
agronomists and talented doctors, mathematicians and physi-
cists, chemists and biologists, economists and philosophers,
historians and linguists, have promoted the technical and
scientific revolution with multiplied energies. Our people's
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intelligentsia has not only grown numerically (it includes over
4.5 times more highly trained cadres than in 1960) but it
has also raised its vocational scope a great deal. In thousands
of technical and construction departments, in laboratories and
experimental slalions, in research centres, in University Fa-
culties and scientific institutes, work is vigorously going on
to improve the technology, scientific organisation and mana-
gement of production, mechanize and automate labour processes,
and produce thousands of articles and various spare parts,
modern equipment, machines and apparatuses, which were
formerly imported from abroad. By our own efforts, we have
set up hundreds of lines, sections, factories and plants and
even designed and carried out big hydropower projects, such
as the big hydropower stations on the Drini and other rivers,
these are eloquent testimony to the creative spirit and skilful
hands of our people and in the first place of our working
class.

The organisation of various scientific sessions, symposiums,
conventions and conferences, on a national and world scale
(particularly Albanological ones) during this period, as well
as the erection, with the aid of the People’s Republic of China,
of the electronic computer centre, and the nuclear physics
institute, the use of the electronic microscope for intensive
scientific analyses, the use of isotopes in medicine and for
various purposes in economic branches, the foundation of
the Academy of Sciences, all show the great care our Party
and our socialist State have devoted to the development of
science, and the great strides socialist Albania has made in
consolidating and strengthening the material and technical
base of socialism.

The enemies of our people, the imperialists, the revisionisls
and reactionaries of different shades, as always at present
loo, are striving to negate these facts, to describe them as
accidental and by their calumnies to distort the truth about
Albania, but the Albanian reality is living and tangible, and
it cannot be ignored, for as our people say «What is evident
needs no demonstration..

Their calumnies are no longer believed by honest people
or by progressive world opinion. All those who have been
motivated or interested to get to know socialist Albania, and
the concrete results of the constructive work of our people,
have fully convinced themselves of the magnificence of these
results, have revolted, raised their voice against such vicious
propaganda, and objectively echoed our successes.

In the light of these facts, how ridiculous the «propheciess
of the Khrushchevite revisionists sound today, stated in a
chorus and with their characteristic pomposity, before their
supreme forums, that «... without the aid of the Soviet Union,
Albania cannot live even a days, that «... Little Albania, outside
the ranks of the Warsaw Treaty, will immediately fall prey
lo imperialist ambitionss or else «.. vill be sold lo the
imperialists for 30 pennies« and other nonsence of this kind.

What happened in reality?

Time, as a severe but just judge of the practical activity
of men, peoples or their political parties, on the one hand
stigmatized the revisionists with betrayal, as renegades to
and sworn enemies of Mavrxism-Leninism, and the freedom
and independence of the peoples, as social imperialists, on
the other hand it brought out still better the truth about
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socialist Albania, which led with wisdom by the Party of
Labour of Albania, was not weakened by their blockades,
was not gobbled up by the imperialist-revisionist ambitions
and was not sold to them for 30 pieces of silver, but free
and independent as never before, powerful as never before,
having the support of the progressive world opinion, firmly
holding the pick in one hand and the rifle in the other and,
relying on its own forces, full of confidence and determination,
is marching onward, towards the complete construction of
socialist society.

The question frequently arises: where does this vigorous
development of socialist Albania originate? Where have the
Albanian peolpe found this crystal clarity, this iron will and
these inexhaustible physical, mental and moral forces? How
is it possible that, in conditions of a double imperialist-revi-
sionist encirclement, and the complication and aggravation
of the international political situation, as a result of the feverish
expansionist activity of the two superpowers, little Albania
stands firm and unconquered? The decisive factors in these
victories, this new reality, are:

First, the correct leadership of the Party of Labour of
Albania, its wise and principled policy, the creative application
of Marxism-Leninism in the specific conditions of our country
lo continue the building of socialism in a revolutionary way,
and to avoid the tragedy of the Soviet Union and the other
revisionist countries where capitalism is being restored, the
placing of politics in command, and reliance on one's own
efforts, the deepening of the class struggle, especially on the
ideological front, the narrowing of the essential differences
between the countryside and the town, between mental work
and manual labour and so on.

Second, the preservation and consolidation of the people’s
power, of the dictatorship of the proletariat; the working class
in power, its leading role in all the life of the country, the
struggle against bureaucratism, and the extension of socialist
democracy, the strengthening of working class control every-
where and over everyone; the ever broader participation of
the masses in running the state and the economy, the struggle
against liberalism, etc.

Third, social ownership over the means of production
and the perfecting, in a revolutionary way, of socialist rela-
tions, the elimination of exploitation in all forms, relations
>f collaboration and mutual assistance, the perfecting of the
relations of distribution of material blessing according to the
quantity and quality of the work done, the just division of
national incomes, etc.

Fourth, the application of the requirements of the objective
laws of socialism, and particularly of the law of planned and
proportional development of the economy and the perfecting
of its current and perspective planning.

Upholding of the principle of centralized and planned mana-
gement of the economy (with the participation of the masses,
the state sets the relations of development of various economic
branches, the productive and non-productive sphere, accu-
mulation and consumption, capital investments, prices, wages,
elc).

But among all these great, historic victories, the most
glorious deed of the Party has certainly been the creation of
the new man, with a high proletarian morality and con-
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sciousness, who never shirks any task of the revolution and
is always prepared for privations and sacrifice, in order to
defend the homeland and the achievements of our socialist
revolution.

Preserving and further developing the wonderful tra-
ditions of our forefathers, love for the homeland, bravery,
the spirit of solidarity and sacrifice, etc., our people, in the
new conditions, led and educated by the Party, have given
these lofty virtues new content and are displaying them in
every sphere of practical activity, with new brilliance.

Placing tse interests of the socialist homeland and the
revolution above everything the heroic working class, the
labouring peasantry and our people’s intelligentsia have set
about constructive work, overcome any obstacle and difficulty,
and are realizing every task. The heroic feats follow one
another: in the highlands and lowlands, in mine and cons-
truction sites, in plants and agricultural cooperatives, on
the borders and on the seas, by men and women, old and
young, civilians and servicemen. Along with the work for
the complete construction of the material and technical base
of socialism, our working masses, led by the party, are waging
a fierce ideological class struggle to strengthen and temper
socialist consciousness, and improve the moral and political
image of our new man, fighting against all the stains and
remnants of the past, and against the trends and influences
of bourgeois and revisionist ideology.

Our successes in the struggle against the remnants of
patriarchalism and religious dogmas, for the full emancipation
of women etc., are well known.

Then there are the practical measures taken during the
struggle against bureaucratism, such as reduction of the
discrepancies between high and low wages, the circulation
of cadres, obligatory production work, the strengthening of
mass control and worker control, everywhere and over
everyone, the abolition of ranks in the army, and other measures
of great ideological and practical importance.

There is great pressure from bourgeois-revisionist ideology,
in order to sow in our men and women the poisonous seeds
of the dissolute and meaningless life, of pessimism and in-
difference, of «boundless« freedom «for everythings, of indivi-
dualism and cosmopolitanism, etc., the sole purpose of which
is the neoral and physical degeneration of man, so as to promote
apathy and corruption and thus achieve the elimination of
socialism in Albania; our working masses, and particularly
our wonderful youth, are responding by closing their ranks
round the party and the dictatorship of the proletariat, under-
taking political and ideological actions, further strengthening
proletarian discipline, implementing the norms of revolutionary
socialist life and waging an uninterrupted struggle in all
fields of life against liberal manifestations and attitudes.

Our people, educated by the Party with the spirit of
proletarian internationalism, have manifested on every occasion
their fraternal solidarity with all the people who struggle
against the dark forces of the times, US imperialism, Soviet
social imperialism and the various aggressive cliques in the
world, and are making their modest contribution to this
struggle.

Everyone knows our stand towards the heroic struggle
of the Vietnamese people and the other peoples of Indochina
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against US imperialism and the traitorous puppets of those
countries, they know the solidarity of our people with the
hatred of the Czhechoslovak people for the fascist type aggres-
sion of the Soviet social imperialists and their revisionist
accomplices.

Our position with regard to the just struggle of the Arab
people against the Israeli aggressors remains unchanged. Our
people have always supported and continue to support the
just struggle of the peoples of Africa, Latin America and Asia
for freedom and full economic and social independence. We
have been and remain opposed to colonialism, neocolonialism
and all the other forms of oppression and exploitation of the
peoples everywhere, by no matter whom,

This is our new man, full of revolutionary optimism and
confidence in victory, who has been educated and forged
by the party, and without whom we could not realize the magni-
ficent programme of the construction of socialism and com-
munism in Albania.

But the education and perfection of the new man, with
communist features, is a long and complicated process which
never ends. Being conscious of this, the party, and the great
leader of our Party and people, comrade Enver Hoxha per-
sonally, are devoting special care to this problem and are
doing allround work for the communist education of the
working people and particularly of the younger generation, to
whom will be handed the task of continuing and deepening
the socialist revolution. This is of first-rate historic importance
for the destiny of the homeland and for socialism in Albania.
This great cause is being fully served by the historic decisions
of the 6th Congress of the Party, the 4th Plenum of the Central
Committee, comrade Enver Hoxha's recent speeches, and the
whole work of the Party.

Work has begun, full of enthusiasm and revolutionary
optimism in mines and plants, construction sites and transport
lines, agricultural enterprises and cooperatives, in service
sectors, and indeed everywhere, by manual and intellectual
workers, to accomplish successfully all the tasks for the year
1974, which is the fourth year of the fifth five-year plan and
the year of the great jubilee — the 30th anniversary of the
liberation of the homeland and of the triumph of our people’s
revolution,

This year's plan targets mark a further increase of social
production. In comparison with 1973, total indusrial outpul

At the laboratory of the Albanian Radio Television
in Tirana. Technical check up of cameras
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will increase by 8 per cent, total agricultural production by
27 per cent, the volume of construction and assembly work
by 9 per cent, transport by 11 per cent, etc.

We have just begun the battle to carry out the great tasks
of this jubilee year. As never before, in this period, our
socialist market has been filled with the products of our
industry and agriculture. Compared with the same period
last year, this January the population was supplied with more
edible oils, milk, meat and fish, fruit and vegetables, eggs,
and other industrial and agricultural products.

Although we import some mass consumer goods, and
must cope with the twofold and three-fold increase in prices
in the capitalist world, our people, as a result of the great
care of the Party and the socialist State, get such goods at
the same low prices as always. This stability of prices, and
the actual increase of the wellbeing of the people in these
conditions, display the correct economic policy implemented
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by our party and the economic potential of our socialist
homeland.

The complete, successful fulfilment of the tasks of the 1974
plan will still more strengthen the material and technical
base of socialism and the defence capacity of the country,
it will allow greater development of the productive forces
and, in conformity with them, of the perfecting of socialist
relations. It will raise the material and cultural standards
of the labouring masses in general and will create sound bases
for greater economic self-sufficiency in the future.

The basic principle of socialist construction in our country
is that of self-reliance. On the basis of this principle our
people have achieved successes of historic importance, which,
in the near future, will further change the face of Albania
and will make our country still more independent from the
economic viewpoint. A great struggle is being waged to secure
grain, industrial crops and many other agricultural products,
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indispensable for the economy and the needs of the people,
considering agriculture as the foundation of the economy.
Big strides are being made in the further improvement
of the structure of products in general and of in-
dustrial production in particular. Industrial production at the
end of the year 1975, as a proportion of total industrial and
agricultural production, will reach 61 per cont. The specific
weight of national income coming from industry, will account
for 44 per cent of the total income. The specific weight of
production of group «As as against total industrial production
will be 62 per cent. It is important to stress the fact that the
national income, as a concentrated expression of the economic
power of our country and of the actual increase of the wellbeing
of the people, will grow, as compared with the year 1970,
by 55-60 per cent, which means that it will be four times
greater than the rate of population increase. All this has
created a sound and stable situation in the country, and a
secure future,

But despite this, the Albanian people are conscious that
the fulfilment of these magnificent tasks will not be easy, that
we shall have to work and struggle still more and in a more
organized way than ever before, that we shall have to cope
with still greater obstacles and difficulties.

The deepening of the economic crisis in the capitalist
and revisionist countries which is noticeable this year, the
sharpening contradictions between capital and labour, between
the hegemonistic aggressive policy of the two superpowers
and the struggle of the peoples for complete freedom and
independence, between the capitalist and revisionist countries
and within their fold, will lead to complicated consequences,
to a sharpening of the political situation, to fierce clashes
and wars in various areas of the world. This stems from the
very nature of imperialism and social imperialism. It is fully
understandable that the imperialists and revisionists, will
respond to the principled policy of our Party and Government,
for the exposure of the Soviet-US secret diplomacy and the
denunciation of their aggressive activity by further tightening
the grip of encirclement, extending their blockade and in-
tensifying their ideological, cconomic and millitary pressure
on our counlry.

Our Party, the Government and our entire people know
and are conscious of this, and that is why they have con-
tinually increased and sharpened their revolutionary vigilance
and kept their rifles ready. The Albanian people, under the
leadership of their Party and Government are prepared to
cope with any situation. However much our enemies may
brandish their nuclear weapons, or strike hypocritical poses,
they will never find suitable ground on which to sow their
poisoned seeds. Holding the rifle in one hand and the pick
in the other, with the determination and vigour which cha-
racterize us, closely united around the party and comrade
Enver Hoxha and under their leadership, we shall march
steadily forward to new victories.

The Albanian people will meet the great jubilee of the
30th anniversary of the liberation of the homeland and of
the triumph of our popular revolution with a rich balance-sheed
of achievements, with their chin up and chest out, stronger
and more united than ever around the Party of Labour of
Albania, with comrade Enver Hoxha at the head.
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OF PRICES-

A DISTINCTIVE FEATURE

OF THE

SOCIALIST ECONOMY

THE 30-YEAR PERIOD OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE P.R. OF ALBANIA
IS A PERIOD OF GREAT EFFORTS, CHARACTERIZED BY A SERIES OF IMPORTANT
REVOLUTIONARY TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND SU-
PERSTRUCTURE OF SOCIETY. THE AIM HAS BEEN TO CONSOLIDATE AND DE-
VELOP THE SOCIALIST MODE OF PRODUCTION AND PROMOTE THE STEADY
IMPROVEMENT OF THE MATERIAL AND CULTURAL WELLBEING OF THE WORKING

PPEOPLE.

In order to attain this objective, the
Party of Labour of Albania, as the leading,
guiding and organizing force of the Al-
banian working people, has pursued, with
wisdom and revolutionary courage, a cor-
rect economic policy, creatively applying
the universal principles of Marxism-Leni-
nism, in the specific historic conditions of
socialist construction in Albania. A central
place is
conscious use of the
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factors connected with
them, as very important instruments for

other cconomic
the management and development of the

socialist cconomy, and the education of
the working people with a concern for
thrift in the use of materials and funds,
and a socialist attitude towards work and

common properly.

Prices
are a vital factor
in the socialist economy

Prices, and the other economic factors
connected with them, such as the market,
money, elc.,

are the economic categories

characteristic of the commodity economy.
With the triumph of the socialist revolu-
tion and the establishment of common
ownership over the means of production,
commodity production does not disappear,
but develops under different conditions.
The development of production and the
circulation of goods determines the neces-
sity of preserving exchange and prices,
as an important element in the sale and
purchase of goods.

In these circumstances, prices and con-
nected factors are among the important,
tricky problems for the economic policy
of the party and the dictatorship of the
proletariat, after the victory of the so-
cialist revolution. The experience of so-
cialist construction in the P.R. of Albania
shows that the price system is not a
momentary feature of the socio-economic
development of the country, or a simple
intermediate device in the process of
buying and selling goods. On the contrary,
it is a reflection of socio-economic rela-



The distinctive feature of prices in Albania - stability.
They do not know the vacillation,
spontaneity or unpredictability of market forces.

Unified, planned criteria

in the system of a unified economy,
which develops vigorously in the framework of building

the socialist society

and in conformity with the interests of the working people.

tions, where all the economic interests
of society focus, i.e. a concentration of
various aspects of the relations of pro-
duction - between the producer and the
consumer, between individual collectives
and society as a whole, between the col-
lectives and their individual members, etc.

The indispensability of prices is deter-
mined by a series of socio-cconomic fac-
tors. The social division of labour is not
only preserved, but develops and deepens
further. in accordance with the Marxist-
Leninist principles of the development and
distribution of production in socialism. In
these circumstances, the uninterrupted de-
velopment of the reproduction of the
social product can be realized only
through exchanging the results of labour.
products, between the different branches
of economy, and this can take place only
through the process of selling and buying
goods.

In the conditions of socialism, common
ownership over the means of production
exists in its two main forms. The two
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forms of ownership also determine the
presence of different owners: the state, as
the owner of the means of production
and the products of labour of state enter-
prises, and the agricultural cooperatives,
as owners of the means of production and
the products of the cooperativist scctor.
In these conditions the exchange of the
results of work between the two forms
of ownership, as shown by the historic
experience of the construction of socialism
in the P.R. of Albania, cannot be realized
other than through buying and selling
goods.

These are the principal material factors
which determine the need to use prices in
the socialist economy. There are also social
factors. Socialism preserves, from every
viewpoint, the traces of the old society
from which it has emerged. Work has
not yet become a vital question for all
the members of society. The consciousness
of men shows the stains of the old ideolo-
gy, the ideology of the overthrown clas-
ses. These stains and old mentalities be-

come an obstacle, and slacken the rate
of the socio-economic development of the
country.

All this determines the need for the
socialist socicty, represented by the pro-
letarian state, to exercise permanent con-
trol over and keep a general account of
the rate of work and consumption. Prices,
too, arc a very important means of exercis-
ing control over the rate of work and
consumption, of keeping account, and of
educating the working people with a sense
of order and discipline, and the thrifty
use of the results of their own toil and
sweat.

The Party of Labour of Albania, con-
sidering the many factors that determine
the need for prices in the socialist econo-
my, has followed a correct and cautious
line in this field. A characteristic, distinc-
tive feature of this course has been the
setting of prices in a conscious, centralized
and planned manner, on the basis of
unified principles and criteria throughout
the country’'s cconomy.
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The application of such a policy has
made it possible to avoid the free play of
prices in the market, sccure the stability
of the market and of prices, increase the
purchasing power of the lek, and make
planned usc of the relations of commo-
dities and money, so as to benefit the
development of the planned cconomy.

This policy originates from the early
days of the establishment of the people’s
power in Albania. Parallel wih the other
revolutionary measures that the party and
the people’s power implemented in the
carly post-liberation years, an important
place was held by those measures con-
nected with stopping the rise of prices
and inflation which had occurred during
the years of the National Liberation War
as well as with stabilizing the market,
and monetary circulation.

How was the rise
of prices stopped ?

Liberation found Albania in a lamen-
table cconomic situation. Besides the great
material and cconomic damage caused by
the war, the people’'s power inherited
enormous monectary inflation and a great
confusion of prices.

In these circumstances, the peoples
power was faced with a very important
cconomic problem: it had to restore the
war-ravaged cconomy and put an end,
once and for all, to the chaos that
existed in the Albanian cconomy and
finances.

These were great difficulties which the
newly created People’s Republic of Al-
bania had to cope with. The imperialists
and the overthrown classes, who had
formed a close counterrevolutionary al-
liance were convinced that this situation,
apparently insurmountable, would force
the people’s power to its knees. They
hoped that although the People’s Republic
of Albania had won on the political front,
it would never be able to face its cco-
nomic and financial difficulties.

In order to make the economic and
financial situation more difficult, the im-
perialists and their servants, the over-
thrown classes and the Yugoslav Titoite
revisionists, in a thousand and one
ways, took overt and covert measures
against the people’s power, from eco-
nomic blockades, and sabotage to the

preparation of armed interventions against
new Albania. However, events took a
different turn. Their hopes were comple-
tely dashed. Under the farsighted leader-
ship of the Communist Party of Albania,
with comrade Enver Hoxha at the head,
the People’s Republic of Albania, within
a very short period, fully relying on the
creative energies of our people, and on
the internal forces, put an end to mo-
netary inflation, and to the free play of
prices on the market, and began to or-
ganize and manage the economy on a
new basis.

Among the principal cconomic measures
the people’s power implemented in this
ficld were the following:

1. Conficcation of the property of fo-
reign and local capitalists through the
nationalization of the principal means of
production, and the formation, on this
basis, of the socialist state sector of the
economy. A first and preparatory step in
this direction was state control over pro-
duction and distribution, which was
established in December 1944. During 1945
nationalization took place, mainly of the
industrial, mining, trade, agricultural, and
transport enterprises, the joint stock com-
panies, and the banks, which were owned
by foreign capital; all the properties of
the war criminals and political exiles,
were also confiscated. During 1946, parti-
culary after the February 1946 Plenum of
the Central Committee of the Party, which
exposed and condemned the opportunist
line of Sejfulla Maléshova, a general offen-
sive was launched against the foundations
of capitalism, for the expropriation of
the bourgeoisie from the principal means
of production, and their passing into the
hands of the working masses.

2. The establishment and application of
a revolutionary policy in the field of
taxation, as well as the implementation
of the first measures in the field of or-
ganizing socialist state trade. This aim
was served by the law on extraordinary
taxes on war profits, enacted in January
1945, the confiscation without compensa-
tion of the property of those who did not
pay the extraordinary taxes, as well as the
application of the law on the requisition
of foodstuffs and other raw materials
needed for reconstruction, and the estab-
lishment of state control retail
prices.

3. The creation and organization of the
Albanian State Bank on the basis of na-

over
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tionalization, without compensation, of the
National Bank and the other banks which
functioned in our country, as well as other
measures in the field of monetary circu-
lation. Through these measures, a powerful
blow was dealt to private capital and to
the bourgeoisic of the country, by wresting
from them one of the most powerful
means of exploiting the labouring masses,
and conditions were created for the
establishment of general State control over
all the monetary relations that operated
in the people's cconomy, and for the
planned arrangement of issuing and cir-
culating money. The Albanian State Bank
set up to help solve the problem of over-
coming the temporary cconomic difficul-
ties in the field of monetary circulation,
thus contributing to the restoration and
development of the economy, and strength-
cning the cconomic independence of the
country.

4. Measures for the organization and
planned regulation of the market, for the
prohibition of the sale and purchase of
gold, silver and foreign exchange cur-
rercies, as well as the establishment of
the state system of purchase, procure-
ment and sale of grain. On the basis of
these, the state monopoly on foreign trade
and foreign exchange currencies, was
established, and the state trade enterprises
and the consumer cooperatives were or-
ganized, as the first economic organisa-
tions of factory and office workers, de-
priving private merchants of the chance
to speculate.

5. Transition to the planned manage-
ment and development of the people’s
cconomy, on the basis of the unshaken
principle of democratic centralism. The
planned management and centralized con-
trol of the economy was carried out in
its three main aspects:

— organization of centralized manage-
ment and development, on the basis of a
gencral state plan for the entire economy
of the country. This was helped by the
measures to set up the organs of state
planning, the law on the state plan for
the development of the people’s economy
and culture, and the other measures for
planned and centralized price setting. For
this purpose, the state cconomic enter-
prises were organized by the self-finan-
cing method, which is based on the cen-
tralized guidance of the activity of the
enterprises by the state, and on their eco-
nomic and operative independence.
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- centralized organization, management
and control in the field of the formation
and use of accumulated funds, income
and expenditure of the socialist state,
through the reorganization of the financial
system, the state budget, and the taxes
and functions of the bank. The state
budget was transformed into a principal
financial plan of the people’s economy,
taxes lost their fiscal character, and the
state bank became the sole accounting and
credit centre.

— centralized and planned management
and control of the monetary income of
the population and all the articles of
prime necessity for the national economy,
the population and the defence of the
country. This aim was served by the
measures to institute the 8-hour day, the
socialist principle of «equal pay for equal
works, the right to a fully paid 15-day
holiday, and by the application of the
rationing system, in order to have a gua-
ranteed supply of foodstuffs according to
set norms, to the country’s population.

The above measurcs made it possible
for the P.R. of Albania to eliminate phe-
nomena alien to the socialist mode of
production, such as inflation, rising prices,
etc, but also to use the economic factors
of socialism (prices, finances, credit, mo-
ney, etc.) to benefit the socialist economy,
and raise the material and cultural
wellbeing of the working masses.

Their role in the planned development
and management of the Albanian economy
was very great. Despite this, as a con-
sequence of the interference of the Yugo-
slav revisionists, at the first stage it was
impossible to avoid some shortcomings
in the field of the planned prices. Once
this hostile interference was got rid of,
these defects were righted.

After the first Congress of the com-
munist Party of Albania, the main criteria
for sctting prices were worked out on
Marxist-Leninist foundations. They were
embodied in the ordinance of the Council
of Ministers of the P.R. of Albania of
April 1949. This ordinance stipulated that
the Council of Ministers «directs the price
policy according to the supreme interests
of the national economy and the working
massess and that in the P.R. of Albania,
prices are set in a centralized, planned
way.

Thus, beginning from 1949, in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Albania prices were
set by applying one sole and centralized

policy, on the basis of the knowledge
and profound application of the precepts
of Marxism-Leninism, the requirements
of the objective cconomic laws of so-
cialism, and the economic policy of the
party for the construction of the socialist
society in Albania,

Working out a unified
policy
in setting prices

The policy of price-setting in the P.R. of
Albania has been continually developed
and improved, in conformity with the
development of the productive forces, the
maturity of the socialist relations of pro-
duction, and the main political and eco-
nomic tasks at every stage of developing
the Albanian economy on the road of so-
cialism. In the application of this policy,
we can distinguish two main stages:

First stage characterized by the esta-
blishment and consolidation of unified
prices throughout the country. The plan-
ned setting of prices, in this period, con-
sidered the existence of the multi-form
economy, the organized struggle against
the capitalist-speculator clements, the sup-
ply of the population under the conditions
of the temporary application of the
rationing system, and the nced to create
the necessary accumulated funds for the
development of extended socialist repro-
duction.

The price system that was implemented
at this stage had a marked class character.
It aimed at stimulaing, with the help of
prices, the development of the productive
forces, at further strengthening the eco-
nomic ties between the countryside and
the town, the working class and the
toiling peasantry, and at strengthening
and consolidating the socialist relations
of production, in struggle with the capi-
talist ones, by the further application of
the principle «no work, no food.s

At this stage, great attention was
devoted to the regulation of the price
relationship. Here we must bear in mind
the fact that the creation of stability in
the field of prices had to take into account
the existing price relations for certain
goods. But on the basis of these relations,
prices for agricultural articles were very
low, and there was an enormous gap
between such prices and those of industrial
articles. The policy of the party in the
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transition to the new procurement and
supply system, approved in January 1949,
was very important here. This system
was based on the simultancous existence
of three kinds of markets supplying the
population with food and industrial items
(a guaranteed market, a reciprocal market
and a free market): and the principle of
the obligatory delivery of agricultural and
livestock products by the peasantry, in
accordance with the principle of taxation
in kind for every hectare of land. In
conformity with this system a system of
purchase prices for industrial products
and of procurement prices for agricultural
and livestock products was built up.

The supply and procurement system and,
in connection with this, the system of
prices applied during this period, played
an important role in consolidating the
cconomic ties between the town and the
countryside, in order to accumulate the
funds needed for the industrialization and
collectivization of the country, and the
development of the ideological and cul-
tural revolution. They also played a very
great role in developing the productive
forces, strengthening and consolidating the
socialist elements of the economy, limit-
ing the capitalist elements, and narrowing
the differences in standards of living
between the countryside and the town.
As a consequence of this, in 1957, the last
year of the first stage of the party’s
policy of price-setting, industrial production
was 15.7 times higher than in 1938, and
agricultural production had increased by
76 per cent, whereas the goods turnover
through socialist trade was 2,7 times
larger than in 1950.

The second stage of the party’s policy
of price-setting has been developed during
the entire period after the construction
of the economic base of socialism in our
country, up to the present. It has been
characterized by the further improvement
of the system and of relations in the
prices of various products, on the basis
of the new economic and social conditions
created after the establishment cvery-
where, in the town and the countryside
alike, of socialist relations of production.

The price system and policy applied
during this whole historic period, has
aimed, parallel with the development and
improvement of socialist relations of pro-
duction and the planned accumulation of
the funds nceded for the construction of
the material and technical base of so-
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cialism, to sccurc at the same time the
most correct distribution and re-distri-
bution of national incomes, and increased
material and cultural wellbeing for the
working pcople, as well as strengthening
the economic management of socialist
enterprises.

At this stage, particular attention was
paid to the further improvement of the
price relations between the various pro-
ducts, particularly to narrowing the gap
between prices of industrial items and
prices of agricultural and livestock articles.
This aim was served by the measures
carried out by the people’s power to raise
the procurement prices of agricultural and
livestock products and to reduce prices of
means of production (machinery, chemical
fertilizers, insccticides, elc.)) destined for
agricultural usc. As a result of this, atl
the end of 1959, the prices paid for com-
pulsory procurcment of grain were about
6 times higher than those paid in 1956,
the price for grain surpluses was 12.5 per
cent higher than that in 1959, meat pro-
curement prices, depending on kind and
quality, were 15-35 per cent higher, wool
procurement prices - 30-90 per cent
higher, etc. At the same time the general
index of retail prices for mass consumer
goods sold in the countryside during this
period showed a reduction of almost 16
per cent.

The transition to unified state trade, the
regulation of the system of procurement
prices, and the further improvement of
price relations for various products, in
conformity with the new conditions created
after the abolition of the rationing system
in the P.R. of Albania, became a great
force in developing production and increas-
ing the material and cultural welfare
of the population in general, and the

Al the Durrés sea port —
a snapshot of handling of motor-vehicles.

peasantry in particular. In comparison
with 1955, by 1960 the real incomes of
the peasantry had increased by 35 per
cent, making important advances in nar-
rowing differences in living standards
between the countryside and the town.
As well, during the years of the third
five-year plan, 1961-1965, and later on,
despite the difficulties caused by the im-
perialist-revisionist blockade, supplies of
mass consumer goods were never inter-
rupted, but on the contrary, improved.
Consequently, prices and the market did
not vacillate; they achieved complete sta-
bility, allowing special measures to be
taken to reduce prices.

As a result, at the beginning of 1969,
the retail price index showed a further
reduction, as against the 1958 level. The
price index for the most important mass
consumer goods at the start of 1969 was
from 92 to 75 per cent of the 1958 level,
at a time when, in the capitalist countries
and thosc where the modern revisionists
are in power, the price index had shown
a considerable rise. In 1969, on the eve of
the glorious jubilee of the 25th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the country and
of the triumph of the people’s revolution,
further measures were taken to reduce
retail prices; these added up to total
reductions of 170 million Icks annually.

The Party of Labour of Albania sees
planned price setting, on the basis of a
unified policy for the entire country, as
a general, universal rule for the successful
construction of socialism, strengthening the
cconomic ties between the working class
and the cooperativist peasantry, and con-
stantly raising the material and cultural
welfare of the working people of town
and the countryside. Some measures of
particular importance were those carried
out in 1971, before the historic 6th Con-
gress of the PLA, to improve the system
of supplying the countryside with indus-
trial goods and processed foods, to abolish
the system of compulsory deliveries of
agricultural products, and move to a free
State purchasing system through contracts,
and to make prices for the machinery,
chemical fertilizers and  electric power

used in the countryside level with those for
state enterprises. As the 6th Congress of
the Party stated, and these recent years
have shown. these measures are playing
a great role in extending exchange rela-
tions, improving monetary circulation, and
increasing the role of cconomic factors
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as important instruments, so as to increase
the cffectiveness of social labour, to
strengthen discipline at work, and to
improve the running and control of pro-
duction, the distribution and consumption.

Centralized management
of the economy-

a sure guarantee

of price stability

The main reason for the stability of
prices and the market in the Albanian
cconomy is the fact that the P.R. of Al-
bania is a socialist country. The people’s
power as a form of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, controls all the principal means
of production, and regulates the cconomic
life of the country in a centralized manner,
on the basis of the general unified state
plan.

The Albanian socialist cconomy con-
sciously develops in conformity with the
requirements of the objective economic
laws of socialism. In new socialist Al-
bania, «the domination of products over
the producerss was eliminated long ago,
and the anarchy of social production has
been replaced with planned organization
and regulation, so that, as Engels said,
men have become the masters of their
living conditions.

Being diametrically opposed to the mo-
dels of burecaucratic centralism and liberal
anarcho-syndicalist decentralization, or the
socalled model of «market socialisme, the
socialist management of the Albanian eco-
nomy has focussed round one sole cri-
terion: how and how much does social
production serve to fulfill the immediate
and always growing future needs of the
cconomy and the working people. To
realize this objective, the Albanian State
uses, in a planned and organized manner
the entire cconomic mechanism of the
socialist mode of production.

In this framework, the study of the
market and its mechanism is very impor-
tant. The Albanian State takes into account
the fact that the market, with its mecha-
nism, objectively exists in the conditions
of socialism, irrespective of the fact that,
like all other aspects of the economy, it
is subject to conscious and planned re-
gulation on the part of society. As a con-
sequence, during the regulation and ma-
nagement of the Albanian economy, we
combat as alien to socialism both ten-
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dencies to undervalue the market and its
role in the development of social pro-
duction, and tendencies to overvalue and
absolutize this, as is happening today in
the countries where the modern revisio-
nists are in power, or in the capitalist
countries.

This means that the economic and state
organs must continuously study the market
and its dynamic, the demands of the
people, and the dynamic changes that
occur in the structure of their purchasing
power. An important role here is played
by the strengthening ties and collaboration
between the productive and the trade
organs, so that the social labour spent
in production will secure not just con-
sumption values in general, but those
concrete consumption values which the
economy and the working people really
need.

From this viewpoint, the improvement
of exchange relations and the price system
is closely connected with the struggle
that must be waged against alien mani-
festations and liberal stands in economy,
about which the IVth Plenum of the CC
of the PLA has approved a scientifically
studied programme. An integral part of
this struggle is the fight against inclina-
tions to realise the plan only in its general
aspects and totals, not according to
lines, assortments, quality of products,
etc.

As the experience of building socialism
in new Albania shows, the centralized
management of the economy, according
to the principle of democratic centralism,
presents the highest and the most effective
form, from the socio-economic viewpoint,
of state management and the planned
organization and development of national
economy. This organization and regulation
of the economy is the only way to achieve
scientific direction of economic factors
and processes, and the conscious use of
the entire economic mechanism of the
socialist mode of production, in order to
attain set objectives while using the mi-
nimum of social labour. This management
and regulation is also the main factor
which excludes capitalist anarchy, revisio-
nist stagnation and socalled self-governing
in the management of the economy, toge-
ther with the other negative effects arising
from them.

By strictly applying democratic cen-
tralism in the management of the Albanian
economy, it has become possible for every

cell in the organization of social pro-
duction, and every cconomic enterprise,
to work according to the principle that
what benefits, and is needed by society
as a whole, is the best thing for society
to produce. As a result, in the cconomy
of the P.R. of Albania, it has become
possible for cvery enterprise to work,
produce and distribute material wealth in
full harmony with this principle, having
as its fundamental objective the best pos-
sible fulfilment of the needs of the eco-
nomy, the population and the country’s
defense.

To realize this, the socialist society
makes organized use of the economic
factors of socialism; as important elements
of the economic policy of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, they are subject to
planned regulation. In the Albanian eco-
nomy, the level of prices, the dynamics
and proportions of trade, currency circu-
lation, etc., are not set spontancously and
are not dependant on effective or subjec-
tive elements, but are set in conformity
with the rates and proportions of the
development of extended socialist repro-
duction. The steady increase in volume
of production and goods turnover, and the
avoidance of crises of overproduction or
competition, have made it possible to
strengthen the market stability in the P.R.
of Albania from year to year, to eliminate
once and for all the spontaneous move-
ment of prices according to supply and
demand, to preserve their stability, and
to continually strengthen the purchasing
power of the lek.

These factors, as well as the state mo-
nopoly on foreign trade and foreign cur-
rencies, have also made it possible for the
level of prices and their movement, the
stability of the currency, and the increase
of its purchasing power, not to be affected
by short-term factors, or be dependent
on the changes which occur in the value
of foreign currencies, as a consequence
of the economic and financial crises of
the capitalist-revisionist world, or of infla-
tion and rising prices on the international
markel.

It is an indisputable fact that in the
P.R. of Albania, over recent years, the
level of prices has been kept completely
stable, while the feverish rise in the prices
of machinery, equipment, raw materials,
fuels, grain, etc, which has occurred in
the capitalist and revisionist world, has
had no influence whatever on prices or
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on the purchasing power of the lek. At
the end of 1973 the general retail price
index, as against 1960, is calculated to
have shown a reduction of almost 8 per
cent, while our currency is becoming
increasingly stronger. The mecting of the
Finance Ministers of the comntries ruled
by the modern revisionists, held in Prague
in 1963, accepted and approved a change
in the exchange rate of the ruble with
the Iek in our favour. The rate was fixed
at 83.72 leks per ruble, as against 100 leks
per ruble previously, thus effecting a
reduction in the value of the ruble, in
favour of the Albanian lek, of 16.28 per-
cent.

The revolutionary experience of so-
cialist construction in the P.R. of Al-
bania shows that the socialist state,
through planning and centralized manage-
ment of the economy, as well as by ap-
plying a correct-policy in the field of
price-setting, is in a position to preserve
the stability of prices and the market,
and to use them to the benefit of the
people’s economy and culture. The Al-
banian experience shows that even in those
cases where, due to objective or subjective
reasons, anomalies may arise between
supply and demand, between the purcha-
sing power of the population and the
amount of goods on the market, it is fully
possible, through the socialist planning of
the economy, to coordinate the entire
development of the various economic
branches and secure the stability of prices
and the market.

The correct revolutionary course pur-
sued by the Party of Labour of Albania,
for the planned, organized and centralized
setting of prices, is an expression of the
creative application, in the specific con-
ditions of Albania, of the universal truths
of Marxism-Leninism. From this viewpoint
the PLA’s course in this field is eloquent
and convincing evidence that, in the fierce
class struggle being waged in the world
today, socialism is reaping one victory
after another, it shows that Marxism-
Leninism, this great enlightening doctrine,
is triumphing, and winning victories
against the bourgeocis and revisionist
ideology.
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«Although socialist Albania aims to become
an industrial country, agriculture still remains
the basic branch of our economy. The strong
reliance of the national economy on both in-
dustry and agriculture is a permanent princi-
ple, an indispensable condition to ensure rapid
harmonious economic development, and increa-
se the degree of economic independence.
Therefore, the Party’s policy for the develop-
ment of agriculture has always aimed at en-
suring that the deepening of the socialist re-
volution in the countryside should also lead,
without fail, to the development of the pro-
ductive forces of agriculture.»

ENVER HOXHA

AGRICULTURE,

EXTENDED SOCi/

by KOZMA SKARCO

Socialist Albania has begun the jubilee
year of the 30th anniversary of its libe-
ration. These three decades have comple-
tely removed it from its situation in the
past. Yesterday: an enslaved, semi-colonial
country, fought over by the imperialist
wolves. Today:

KOZMA SKARCO - Journalist, secretary
of the editorial board of the newspaper inde-

pendent, sovereign and inviolable country.

a free, socialist,

Bashkimin,

In this land of the cagles on the Adria-
tic, lives a people who are masters of
their own land, and are building a new
life for themseclves with their own hands.

The spirit and energy of the socialist
revolution have entered into everything.
Deep-going revolutionary transformations

have also been made in the socialist
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countryside. The establishment of socialist
relations of production, and their constant
improvement, has been accompanied by
steady growth of the productive forces.
The once been

primitive farming has

transformed into modern agriculture,

which is characterized by extended so-

cialist reproduction.

I

. November 25, 1945. It was less than
a year Albania had liberated its
territory by itself, with the lives of its
sons. Comrade

since

Enver Hoxha was in the
village of Gore, in the Lushnja district,

where he was distributing the title-deeds

given to the peasants by the Land Reform
The Party was thus keeping the promise
it made to the peasantry in the years of
the National Liberation Struggle. The first
10C10-CCOo
Ovetr

banner of

revolution was beginning in the

nomic rclations of the countryside

these last three decades, the

the party led the peasantry, just as it
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did our entire people, from victory to
victory.

At the end of every year, and every
five-year period, the cooperativist peasan-
try, and all the agricultural workers, draw
up the balance-sheet of their work. They
look back over the road they have tra-
velled and sum up the victories achieved.
In 1970, when the fourth five-year plan
ended and the fifth began, total agri-
cultural production was three times greater
than in 1938.

By 1970, total agricultural production,
in comparison with 1965, was 33 per cent
larger. This is a great advance, and con-
stitutes a record for agriculture. To their
surprise, this leap was made precisely in
those years when the Soviet revisionists
and their followers were pitying us be-
cause, they said, our agriculture was
«marking times,

Our agriculture is making big strides
under the fifth 5-year plan. It is no longer
a question of overcoming the backward
situation inherited from the past; now we
are striving to make the second, qualita-
tive advance. We have already achieved
results which surpass those of many other
countries of the Balkans, and in Europe
as a whole. We have placed over 56 per
cent of the arable area under irrigation.
This is a fine result for a country like
Albania, where the terrain is so uneven.
In 1972 we used 86.4 kg. of chemical
fertilizers for every hectare of land. In 1972
agriculture obtained 92 per cent of the
energy used from motor power, and only
8 per cent from beasts of burden. In 1938,
this ratio was reversed. Albania began
the fifth five-year plan with the following
scale of mechanization: for every 100
hectares of arable land, the state farms
had 3.1 tractors of 15 HP, and the agricul-
tural cooperatives had 2 tractors of 15 HP.
By 1970, the volume of mechanized work,
compared with 1965, was 80 per cent
larger. Further progress in mechanization
is being made under the present five-year
plan. By 1975, in comparison with 1970,
the number of tractors will have increased
by 40 per cent, and combines by 50 por cent.

In the capitalist and revisionist countries
agriculture is scen as an appendage of
industry, and the agrarian countries are
satellites of the metropoles, but here in
Albania agriculture is considered to be a
healthy branch of the people’s economy,
with as great a potential and importance
as industry. In the capitalist countries

agriculture is doomed to lag behind in-
dustry, Here the party and the people’s
power strive to develop it parallel with
irdustry. From the very beginning, our
party, has upheld the principle that we
must have not only developed industry,
but also advanced agriculture. We will
achieve this by continuing to mechanize
and intensify agricultural production. Agri-
culture reflects, follows and deepens the
general economic crisis which has engulfed
the capitalist world; in particular, it
deepens the powerful crisis of manpower
in industrial cities, and in industrial coun-
tries. From the backward agrarian south
of Italy, the labour force, especially that
of peasant origin, flocks to the industrial
north. Thousands of able-bodied people,
mainly of peasant origin, in Yugoslavia,
Greece, or Turkey, abandon their families,
their villages, and their homeland, and
stream into the developed industrial coun-
tries to find «<happiness«; they provide
their unskilled labour very cheaply, and
can often afford only a bare living.
However, the industrial countries are also
affected by the general crisis, and now
need no extra labour.

For years in succession Western Germany,
because of cortain conditions, had com-
paratively high rates of industrialization,
and gobbled up manpower without cxa-
mining passports too closely. After 1970,
when the rate of economic development
began to slacken there too, and, the me-
tallurgical, automobile and other industries
stagnated, West germany, (like many other
industrial countries) began to close its
gates. Those affected by weakened caipi-
talist agriculture are now knocking in
vain at the doors of industrial cities. The
disintegration of the peasantry, which is
inevitable under current capitalist deve-
lopment, is raising new problems, and is
making the situation of all the w~-king peo-
ple in these countries even more difficult.

The Yugoslav press too is compelled to
admit that a large number of Yugoslav
citizens have left for the capitalist coun-
tries particulary people from the less
developed regions. The Croatian newspa-
per «Vjesnik« reported recently that during
1973 about 1700 Croatian workers, 20 per
cent more than the previous year, went
abroad. The rapid drain of manpower
from Yugoslavia is particularly obvious in
the countryside. The magazine «Nins ad-
mitted that the wvillages are emptying»
while «Borba», substantiating this sour fact,
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adds: «According to our calculation, in the
23 years 1948-1971, it appears that the coun-
tryside has been abandoned by about 5 mil-
lion peasants, and that about 250.000 peo-
ple leave the countryside every years.

Our socialist ecconomy knows no such
problems. The aims and objectives of our
party, for the development of the economy
in general and of agriculture in particular,
are quite different.

The struggle to eliminate discrepancies
between industry and agriculture is here
seen as part of the struggle to eliminate
the essential differences between the so-
cialist town and the socialist countryside.
Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out, at the
6th Congress of the Party: «Although so-
cialist Albania aims to become an indus-
trial country, agriculture still remains the
basic branch of our economy. The strong
reliance of the national economy on both
industry and agriculture is a permanent
principle, an indispensable condition to
ensure rapid, harmonious economic de-
velopment, and to increase the degree of
economic independence. Therefore, the
Party’s policy for the development of
agriculture has always aimed at ensuring
that the deepening of the socialist revolu-
tion in the countryside should also lead,
without fail, to the development of the
productive forces of agriculture.»

This policy, which expresses the vital
interests of the peasantry, is being fully
applied. Under the current five-year plan
the rates of development for agriculture
are high. By 1975, as compared with 1970,
the production of grain is planned to
grow by 50-55 per cont, industrial crops
by 80-85 per cant, and milk production
by 68-72 per cent.

The year 1974 — the year of the 30th
anniversary of the liberation of the coun-
try — will be also a great year of work,
After the fulfilment and the overfulfilment
of the production of wheat, and the attain-
ment of many other targets of the 1973
plan, our agricultural workers, convinced
of the great potential of the modern
agriculture with extended reproduction
that the party has set up have decided
that in 1974, they will increase total agri-
cultural production by 27 per cent over
1973. In some special branches and sectors
this increase will be 50-100 per cent. Our
socialist countryside, powerfully aided by
the socialist town, has everything it needs
to plan and realize such bold, revolutio-
nary rates.




ALBANIA TODAY

These rates, which reflect the correct
policy of the party in the domain of
agriculture, did not come about by acci-
dent. At its 6th Congress, the party gave
a reasoned answer as to why we devote
so much attention to the development of
agriculture. Agriculture in our country is
the basis of the people’s economy and
of consumption. Agricultural and livestock
products, together with the industrial pro-
ducts which use agricultural products as
raw material, account for 75 per cent of
the consumption fund. Agriculture pro-
vides a good part of the national income.
The development of this branch promotes
the alliance of the working class and coo-
perativist peasantry, which constitutes the
political basis of our dictatorship of the
prolctariat. The major part of the popu-
lation is involved in agriculture, and so
it is one of the most powerful branches
which helps to increase the independence
and self-reliance of the economy, streng-
then the economic potential of the socialist
homeland, and more successfully combat
the savage imperialist-revisionist encircle-
ment.

Agriculture, as the basic sector of the
cconomy, helps us to cope cven better
with the economic pressure being cxerted
on our country, and its price policy, by
the capitalist and revisionist world, which
is engulfed by general cconomic crisis
and, recently, by the energy crisis too.

I

In November 1944, when Albania star-
ted work on the construction of socialist
society, agriculture was weak. It bore
the scars of the feudal bourgeois society
from which we had come. At that time
in the countryside, just as in the town,
there was sound revolutionary optimism,
and the belief that the party would keep
the promise it had made to the peasantry,
during the years of the struggle, to give
them land and make them happy. Comrade
Enver Hoxha, addressing the Myzeqe far-
mers and, through them, our entirc
peasantry, in November 25, 1945, said:
«The Government does not promise you
the moon, but you can be quite certain
that it is doing its utmost to improve
your situation. What we say, we dos.

Over the years, as the five-year periods
passed, they bore witness to the efforts
of the party and of the people’s power
to keep the promise to the peasantry.

Those years, with the directives of the
party, the powerful material aid of the
people’s power, and the sweat shed by
the peasantry themselves, became years
of great revolutionary transformations in
the character of our agriculture. Agriculture
became, according to the directives of the
party, the concern of the entire people.

During these thirty ycars of people’s
power, our once primitive agriculture,
based on private ownership, became a
collectivized cconomy, and is now deepen-
ning the process of its intensification and
modernization. Albania, once a backward
agrarian country, has become an agrarian
industrial country. Now it is striving to
become an industrial country with an
advanced economy.

These transformations have not been
made casily, nor all at once. The revolu-
tionisation of agricultural production here,
as a part of the socialist revolution in the
countryside, has passed through scveral
stages. The land reform, which toppled
the old relations of land ownership, con-
stitutes the first revolution in the socio-
economic relations of the countryside.
Within a short period of time (November
25, 1945-November 17, 1946) revolutionary
transformations of an historic character
occurred in our countryside: the land was
given to those who till it. The feudal class
was overthrown economically. The exploi-
tation of man by man was climinated.

The land reform made the peasant
master of the land, it rcalized his dream
of centuries. As a result of the expropria-
tion of the rich land owners, the estates
of the former feudal state of king Zog,
and the big estates of religious institu-
tions, there were accumulated 172.659 hec-
tares of farm land, 474,227 olive trees
and 5923 draft animals. These were
distributed to 60,211 poor peasant families
which were landless or had very little
land, and served also to found the state
socialist seclor in agriculture.

One of the most valuable results of
the Land Reform was the creation of
conditions for the collectivization of agri-
culture. Our party clearly realized that
even after the successful implementation
of the Land Reform, the happiness the
peasantry hoped for could not be said
to be guaranteed. Lenin in his time had
made it clear that « .. with small-scale
cconomies, they could not get frece of
povertys. He had recommended the «com-
munes as the only way to rid the peasant
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of his sufferings and misery. It was ne-
cessary to set up agricultural cooperatives,
these «levers of cconomic progress, levers
of the socialist development of agricul-
tures, as Stalin called them, so that our
agriculture could engage in intensive, mo-
dern development.

The collectivization of agriculture con-
slitutes the sccond revolution, the most
radical revolutionary turning-point in the
socio-economic relations of the country-
side. This revolutionary process, which
started with the creation, in November 11,
1946 of the first agricultural cooperative
at Krutje, in Lushnja, was onc of the great
victories of the party and the peasantry,
achicved through sclfless work in the field
of the socialist transformation of our agri-
culture and of our countryside in general.
The collectivization began and ended faith:
fully upholding the Leninist principle of
voluntarism, According to the concrete
circumstances, and the cver increasing
ability of the socialist state to make ca-
pital investments in the countryside, and
to help agriculture with cadres and spe-
cialists, collectivization was carried out
in our country, someclimes quickly and
sometimes more slowly, at first in the
lowland areas, then in the highland arecas.
First they were in the form of cooperatives
on a village basis, later on villages were
united. They began with the usual type.
Now they are moving on to agricultural
cooperatives of a higher type.

The creation of higher type agricultural
cooperatives represents a creative appli-
cation by the Party of Labour of Albania
of the Leninist policy on the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture. The new type of coo-
peratives now being set up in our coun-
try represents a higher degree of the
socialization of group property, in the
course of its moving nearer to becoming
the property of the entire people. The
socialist state, by its direct participation
with non-repayable funds, makes larger
capital investments in agricultural pro-
duction, thus contributing to the moderni-
zation and intensification of production in
these cconomies at still higher rates. «The
creation of the cooperatives of a higher
typer, comrade Enver Hoxha said at the
6th Congress of the Party, «is of great
theoretical and practical importance, for
the present and the future of our
socialist agriculture, and the complete
the coun-

construction of socialism in
tryside.»
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A regressive anti-Leninist road is pur-
sued by the Soviet revisionists and their
followers in the field of collectivization.
The bitter fruit of the degcneration of
the Soviet collective farms, which in
Stalin’s time raised Soviet agriculture high,
is being gathered by the present Kremlin
czars. The Soviet Union, until recently
an exporter of grain, is now compelled
to purchase very large quantities of grain
from the capitalist world, as admitted by
the Soviet press itself, «to fulfil the need
for breads.

This is not accidental. The Soviet coun-
tryside has landed in a crisis. The col-
lective farms have taken the road of ca-
pitalist organisation and development. In
his time, Khrushchev began to apply to the
agriculture of the Soviet Union the same
methods applied in the United States of
America by the 20th century slave-owner,
Hearst. Khruschev's successors, Brezhnev
and Kosygin, do not want to lag behind
their teacher. As a result of the breaking
up of the Soviet collective farms, the
number of private land owners is con-
tinually increasing. With their products
they now decide the prices on the Soviet
agricultural market. These owners produce
40 per cent of the meat on sale, as well
as large quantities of fruit and vegetables.

However hard the Soviet revisionists
may try to «prettify« this kind of private
property, it is becoming an increasingly
capitalist type of private property, which,
as Lenin says, gives birth to capitalism
and to the bourgeoisic continually, every
day, every hour, spontancously and on
a large scale. This phenomenon is also
being noticed in the other revisionist coun-
tries. The private sector in Poland con-
trols 80 per cent of the arable arca. Polish
capitalist private farms account for 87
per cent of the agricultural produce. In
Hungary, too, the private sector owass
over 550,000 hectares of arable land. In
these countries, just as in the capitalist
states, the process of the degeneration of
the countryside continues.

The landlords and kulaks get rich by
destroying the poor and middle peasants
who, just as in the capitalist world,
abandon the countryside and go to the
town in search of work.

Our five-year plans changed the aspect
of our countryside and agriculture. They
made it more beautiful, more prosperous.
Our collectivized countryside has now
been fully electrified and every village
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has the telephone. It has got rid of illyte-
racy and disease. The Party has ensured
to the cooperativists, like the rest of our
people, a free medical service and old age
pension. The average life expectancy of
our people has increased from 38 yecars
before the war to 69 years at present.
Numerous social and cultural projects are
going up in every village. The standard
of living rises from ycar to year.

The prospects for our agriculture and
countryside are brilliant. The 4th Congress
of the Party proclaimed the construction
of the cconomic base of socialism to be
concluded. It gave the directive for the
transition to the stage of the complete con-
struction of the socialist society. The in-
tensification and modernization of agri-
culture constitutes one of the most impor-
tant elements in this stage. The October
1962 Plenum of the Central Committee
of the Party is known as the plenum of
the intensification of agriculture. It set
out the main tasks in this new stage of
agricultural development. The 5th and 6th
Congresses of the Party defined these tasks
more thoroughly, The January 1971 letter
of the Party Central Committee on agri-
culture lays down a series of tasks to
make all the agricultural cooperatives
large modern units of extended socialist
reproduction. This means that every umnit
should steadily increase total agricultural
production and commodity production per
hectare of land.

I

November 1945, Comrade Enver
Hoxha wholeheartedly congratulated the
peasants on the land they received. «Your
task is to cultivate the land you received
in the best way, cultivate it thoroughly
for your good, for the prosperity of your
families, for the good of the entirc Al-
banian people».

The land constitutes the fundamental
and irreplaceable means of production in
agriculture. But, as Marx teaches us,
without man the land is neither a means
nor an object of work. In our country,
it is being turned into a great granary,
thanks solely to the conscious and selfless
work of our patriotic pcasantry with the
all-round aid given to it by our working
class, and the colossal funds the state
spends on agriculture.

Before liberation, agriculture was cha-
racterized by small plots of land, worked
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with a wooden plough, plots suffered
from the winter rains and the summer
droughts, and chemical fertilizers and
insccticides were unknown.

This «sick« land had to be ~cureds. The
party and the people’s power, as they
had promised the peasantry, did their
utmost in this direction. Colossal invest-
ments have been made in our agriculture.
Over 220,000 hectares of land have been
reclaimed, and over 300,000 hectares have
been placed under irrigation. as against
29,000 in 1938. 800,000 tons of organic
fertilizers were used in 1960, but by 1970
the figure had reached 3,3 million tons,
whereas by 1975 about 5 million tons of
organic fertilizers are expected to be used.
About half of the lowland area has been
reclaimed, in the full meaning of the
word. This is one of the finest examples
in Europe. There are few hydrotechnical
works like that of Hoxhara in Europe,
cither. Through it, 22,000 hectares of farm
land have been drained.

A great deal of work has also been done
to systematize hilly and mountainous areas.
The traditional terraces of Dibra, Puka,
Himara and Kukési have now been joined
by those of Lukova, Vrithi, Jonufer....
Our hills and mountains have been made
beautiful, rising tier upon tier. Both young
and old trees grow there, and the work
continues. The objective of the agricultural
workers is: Every plot of land will be
systematized and prepared in such a way
as to be fully utilized, drained, irrigated
by the most rational methods, unable to
be eroded by flooding, and allowing the
fullest mechanization.

Our agriculture today fills us with
pride; especially at its future. According
to the instructions of the party, work is
going on to place farming on a scientific
basis. The objective: to arrive at the point
of working out technological maps for
every crop according to the climate and
soil conditions of the plot of land, the
properties and requirements of the crop,
and the planned yields.

The increase of yields at the planned
level requires a deep knowledge of the
natural environment, the climate and the
soil. Only with such knowledge can one
do a proper job. During the carly years
of the current five-year plan, according
to the party directives that every agro-
nomist should work with the map of the
land like an army officer with his topo-
graphic map, we began and successfully

concluded the great national undertaking
to study the land, and to draw up on this
basis, the cadastral, pedologic and agro-
nomic maps for every agricultural eco-
nomy. The study of the land constitutes
another powerful scientific tool in the
hands of the agricultural workers, to raise
the level of production, and the effecti-
veness of the big capital investments
which have been made in Albanian agri-
culture,

v

Our patriotic peasantry, after having
made their great contribution to the li-
beration of the country, started work on
the land given to it by the people’s power.
But at that time there were small private
economies, and simple reproduction. In
this year of the 30th anniversary of li-
beration, agriculture displays a different,
transformed, socialist face. The production
processes are now carried out on an in-
creasingly larger scale. During the 1961-
1970 decade alone, in comparison with
the 1951-1960 decade, total agricultural
production increased by 62 per cent. The
total agricultural production from the
whole country in 1938 was obtained from
the Fier, Lushnja, Durrés and Vlora dis-
tricts alone in 1970.

Extended socialist reproduction is ensur-
ed both through an increased arable area
and through constantly increasing yields.

In Albania, with its small area and a
rapid population growth — it has doubled
in 30 years — the reclamation of lands
has been considered just as important a
task as increasing yields from the existing
land. Thanks to the people’s high sense
of responsibility, during the first four
five-year plans, 350,000 hectares of land
or 60,000 hectares more arable-land than
Albania had in 1938. Under the fourth
five-year plan alone, about 100,000 hecta-
res of land was reclaimed, or as much
as one-third of the arable land Albania
had in 1938. During the current five-year
plan, too, our cooperativist peasantry will
reclaim 92.000 hectares of land.

The slogan launched by the Party at
its 5th Congress «Go to the hills and
mountains, and make them as fertile and
beautiful as the plains,» gave a new and
powerful impetus also to land reclamation.
The work begun to implement this great
directive is opening up new horizons in
the remote mountain areas.
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By means of this directive, with its
profoundly Marxist-Leninist content, the
party aims at still further transforming
nature and the economic life of these
areas, ensuring a great increase in pro-
duction on a national scale, establishing
a more correct distribution of the popu-
lation, and providing more help for the
rapid advance of these areas, so as to prove,
in the specific conditions of our country,
the false, reactionary character of bour-
geois revisionist claims that «the highlands
have no prospects of development..

Livestock and crop yields have increased
rapidly. This has been the main way of
ensuring extended socialist reproduction.
During the fourth five-year plan, 93 per
cent of the increase in grain production
was due to increased yields. 70 per cent
of total agricultural production growth
was achieved the same way. In 1970, as
compared with 1938, the wheat yield was
2,2 times larger, maize 1,8 times, and rice
1,9 times,

The enlarged agricultural cooperatives,
the deepened process of concentration,
specialization and cooperation: and the
establishment everywhere of a strict regime
of economization, are creating the condi-
tions for the extension and deepening of
the process of extended socialist repro-
duction.

Agriculture in Albania has entered a
new stage; it now has all the objective
and subjective requirements to make ano-
ther big leap forward.

The intensification and modernization
of agriculture in our country is a result
of the correct policy of the party, and an
expression of its consistent but also crea-
tive application of the precepts of Mar-
xism-Leninism on agriculture. Extended
socialist reproduction comes from our vital
society, the great work of the entire peo-
ple, and the application, on this important
front of socialist construction, of the prin-
ciple of self-reliance.

The intensification and modernization
of agriculture, and hence extended so-
cialist reproduction, is being achieved in
our country through a revolutionary road,
on a scientific basis. We now possess a
strong material and technical base. We
have amassed a wealth of experience in
all branches of production. Above all, we
have the correct line of our party. All
these factors encourage and inspire us to
achieve even more victories in the domain
of agriculture during future five-year plans.
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The current bourgeois
and revisionist
predictions that art
and literature

may be eliminated
in the future

merely express

the longstanding
desire of the ruling
classes, passed

on by them from
generation to
generation, together
with their thirst

for power.

Art and literature have
given the people

a sure backing in their
struggle

for freedom,

for the realization
of their aspirations,
when they have
been connected with
the people’s
destinies.

The best expression
of the

connection art

and literature have
with the people

is the proletarian
partisanship

of socialist realism

SOCIALIST
REALISM -
GREAT ART

OF

THE REVOLUTION

by ISMAIL KADARK

AMONG THE MANY GLOOMY PREDICTIONS BEING UTTERED TODAY IN
THE BOURGEOIS AND REVISIONIST WORLD BY THE SERVANTS OF THE RULING
CLASSES THERE ARE SOME CONCERNING ART AND LITERATURE. WILL ART
AND LITERATURE CONTINUE TO EXIST IN THE FUTURE? THIS QUESTION IS
RAISED BY THEIR PROPAGANDA, AT TIMES DIRECTLY AND AT TIMES INDI-
RECTLY. THE ANSWER TO IT CONSISTS OF A SERIES OF PREDICTIONS WHICH
ARE AS FATALISTIC AS THEY ARE ABSURD; THEY PREDICT THE DEATH OF
THE NOVEL, THE DEATH OF POETRY, THE DEATH OF LITERATURE AND OF
THE ARTS IN GENERAL. WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF THIS INCESSANT MOANING
BY THE ACOLYTES OF THE BOURGEOISIE? THE ANSWER IS SIMPLE: JUST LIKE
SO MANY OF THEIR PREDICTIONS THIS, TOO, IS MERELY A LONGSTANDING
DESIRE OF THE RULING CLASSES, PASSED ON BY THEM FROM GENERATION TO

generation together with the thirst for
power and exploitation.

From ancient times, the great militarist
burcaucratic structures, and the big ag-
gressive states, such as the Roman Empi-

ISMAIL KADARE - writer and journalist.

re, have supported official literature, and
thus have frequently come
conflict with progressive literature and art.
This was natural, for such art in general
could not reconcile itself with the aggres-
sive spirit, with the desire for hegemony
and domination over the world, which

into open
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