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EAS?ERI\I DIARY

Fast and Slow

Things have been happening fast in China.

Following the proliferation of collectively
owned and run businesses, private family
businesses have also begun to appear. At
least two family-run restaurants have won a
wdte-up in the People's Daily, and they are
said to be flourishing. One of them, operated
by a young man and his sister, is said to be
netting 200 yuan a month after all the costs
and expenses, including the family expenses,
are defrayed. To the reported clamours for
legislation to control these and similar busi-
nesses, an editor added the comment, 'Yes,
there should be legislation-to protect such
businesses.'

Criminal investigations have been initiated
over the accident which resulted in the cap-
sizing of the off-shore drilling rig Bohai
No. 2, resulting in the death of 72 workers
and at a cost of 37 million yuan. Responsibi-
Iity has been traced to the head of the Bureau
of Off-shore Oil Prospecting and there are
indications that this may go even higher.
Two reporters of the Workers' Daily asserted
that the accident was actually not accidental,
but 'the inevitable result' of the wrong-
guiding ideology and work method which the
leadership of the Bureau of the Off-shore Oil
Prospecting had become used to for a long
time, showing a total neglect of essential
safety measures and an indifference to human
lives. A deaf ear had been turned to all
appeals from the crew of the rig for precau-
tionary steps to be taken before the removal
of the rig.

A People's Daily editorial called for con-
tinuing the debate on the meaning of life start-
ed by a young woman worker, Pan Xiao,
who wrote a letter to the journal Chinese
Youth to disclose how her enthusiasm at the
beginning of the Cultural Revolution had
ended in depression, which still persisted.
The response to'the publication of this long
letter a few months ago was immediate and
strong, tens of thousands of letters having
been received by the editorial department of
Chinese Youth.

Now the People\ Daily has also begun to
publish such letters. It was revealed by the



State Commission of Agriculture that in 1979
the average per-capita income in 1,622
agricultural brigades had surpassed 300 yuan.
It is true that the number represents only
2.3 per thousand of the 690,000 brigades ia
China. But this is only a beginning.

Production in the sector of heavy industry
has begun to be exposed to the influence of
market economy. The First Ministry of
I\,Iachine-building has released the 200 catego-
ries of products manufactured in the plants
under its control, with the exception of only
one category (motor vehicles), from state
planning and ,llocation. Plants producing
these goods have been allowed to do their
own planning in accordance with the contracts
they directly sign with users, or the needs
of the market.

In a front-page editorial, the People's
Daily stressed that supervision by the people
is indispensable if the Communist Party's
working style is to be improved.

The personality cult suffered a severe
setback when a directive of the Communist
Party Central Committee put a constraint
on image building through exaltation at
public places and through the media for lead-
ers past and present, especially those of the
present. [e front of the Tian An Men, all
but one of Mao Zedong's portraits, together
with his quotations, have come down. All
forms of memorial structures for the dead
will be severely restricted.

In the first seven months of this year,
production in the light and textile industries
rose by 23.3 per cent over that of the corres-
ponding period last year. In the same period,
heavy industry grew by 6.3 per cent. Collec-
tively owned industry rose by 24.3 per cent,
while that owned by the state by 11 per cent.

The state monopoly of employment and
job allocation will be gradually eased. Enter-
prises given self-management power will be
allowed to do their own hiring and firing.
A growing number of people will be able tb
apply for jobs which they believe suit them
best, and in which they can make their best
contribution.

fast, there are
feet. But there
ike to see things

case of Bohai No. 2*urr.u.aljttJifei:l:
there have been letters to the editor wtrictr
questioned ryhy it was that no legal steps
had been taken until 2l April, almost five

2

months after the accident. Recently it was
again asked why no charges had yet been
preferred, though a further four months had
gone by.

Humanism and Alienation

Even more interesting is that, writing in the
People's Daily (15 August) to refute the view
held widely in China during the past two
decades or so that humanism is a bourgeois
and revisionist concept, Ru Xin not only
called for a reassessment of humanism, but
also brought out the importance of Marx's
view on alienation.

Ru Xin is obviously a pen-name. But the
editor of the People's Daily underlined the
importance he attached to the article by
announcing it on the paper's front page. It ?'s

important. For decades Marx's view on aliena-
tion has been all but ignored in countries
where communist parties are in the leading
position. In these countries, including China,
it seems that this view has been considered
a pre-Marxian concept which bordered on
bourgeois humanism. It was only after World
War II that it was resurrected by neo-N{arxists
in the West who found alienation more rele-
vant to the conditions of the working class
in the developed countries than blatant
economic exploitatio.n defined by Marx. It
represents an important departure for the
Chinese Communist Party organ to print and
attach great importance to an article which
aims at rehabilitating humanism and reassert-
ing Marx's view on alienation.

Citing Marx in paraphrase from his 'Eco-
nomic and Philosophical Manuscripts of
1844', Ru wrote:

Capitalist society represents the total
forfeiture of rnan. Here, 'the rise in value
of the world of matter qnd the fall in value
of the world of man proceed in direct
proportion.' The alienation of man has
reached its apex of absurdity. The worker
has tumed into the slaae of his own object
and has to submit himself to the rule of a
non-human force. 'fhe more wealth the
worher produces, the more impouerished
he becomes; the rnore merchandise he

more he
andise. La
s the lab
t mahes h

dull. Such alienation is reflected not only
in the results of labour, but also in the
productiue actiuities, that is in labour itself.
Creatiae labour should be a characteistic



labour which alienates mqn. 'fo the la-
bourer, labour has become a form of
suffering. Instead of affirming himself-
tiiougilabour, he negates himself. Instead
of fieely deueloping his physical and
mental fiowers, he sustains both physical
and mental traurna.

his human function, he feels as if he
is nothingbut an animal. . . . . .One of man's
attributes should be that he is able to take
free and aoluntary actions, and yet now
mqn's actiaities are reduced to producing
his bare means of subsistence. Thus man
loses himself and his ualue in being a man,
and becomes 'mentally and physically a
dehumanized being.' Therefore, the crime
of capitalism is not only the oppression
and exploitation of one class by another,
but, more than that, it also leads to the for-
feiture and subjugation of man. It is pre-
cisely because of this that the objectiae
of the communist reuolution is not limited
to the ouerthrow of the capitalist system
and the liberation of the uorking class

from the rule of the capitalists, but should
ako be the achieaement of the liberation
of mankind as a whole . Marx said,
'Communism is the sublation of prhtate
property and the self alienation of mann. . .

Concluding the article, Ru Xin wrote :

In the final analysis, the key to the
aindication of Marxist humanism lies in the
emancipation of the mind. We haae to
break through the phobia of humanism and
confidently proclaim: Communists are the
most thorough humanists, for the objec-
tiue of the communists' struggle, for which
they are not afraid to lose their liaes and
shed their blood, is to build a nerD world
for mankind, a world which is more suit-
able for man to liae in, and in which man
can really attain full freedom and, all-
round deuelopment, so as to become the
real man, putting an end to man's 'pre-
historical period'.

Recent Experience

After tracing the development of the con-

cept of humanism in Marx's works in differ-
ent periods, Ru Xin wrote:

te matio nal c ommunis t m ou gm e nt ?

This remark reminds one of what happened

that Mao was keenly aware of the importance
of man in society. But tlnfortunately this
idea was never systematically develop--d.

Paying lip-sewice to man being the 'first
factor', Lin-Biao and the Gang of Four did all
they could to push their scheme of the aliena-
tion and dehumanization of what they exalt-
ed as the 'socialist man'. On the one hand
they put Mao on a pedestal and revered him
as a god. On the other, they did their worst
to tum young people into robots who were
made to repeat 'quotations' and to pledge to
carry out all the 'directives from the highest',
whether they understood them or not!

The recent debate over the meaning of life
touched off by a letter written by Pan Xiao
shows what serious trauma has been inflicted

regain their bearings in society.

The Personality Cult

posed by Dara
wspaper Vjesnih,
Mao Zedong:

Comrade Mao Zedong was indeed a most
outstanding figure in Chinese history,
whose contriiutions to reaolutionary



theory and practice surpassed those of any
other Chinese leader.

Hua then continued:

But ltc (Mao) was a human being and not a
god and therefore fallible.

shortcomings. Something similar to this had
been said by other leaders of the Chinese

comings in greater detail than anv of the
other leaders who spoke about Mao before
him.

- The victories won in the war against Ja-
p.anese aggression and the War of Libela-
tron.

- The party seized nation-wide political
power.

- The socialist transformation of the own-
ership, of the means of production was
completed while the natibn was building
socialism on a large scale.

4

exaggerated the gravity of class struggle.' He
was obviously referring to the Great Leap
Forward and its related excesses and the
struggle against Peng Dehuai and those who
were accused as Right opportunists. But in
spite of such mistakes, Hua still concluded
that at that time 'the party line, taken as a
whole, was correct.'

During the decade of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, however, 'the party made grievous,
se rio us mistakes,' Hua t ate gorically alfirmed.
And then he added, 'As -Chairman of the
party, Comrade Mao Zedong of course bore
responsibility for these mistakes.,

Clearly these mistakes have now been im-
py!eq, at least partly, to the personaliry cult,
which, fanned_ by Lin Biao, Came to iti apex
at that time. Whenever Mao's nzune was men-

values and practices were allowed to run riot.

severely restrict the
aI leaders, past and
ult is to go.

_ l€t us hope that the period of man has
been ushered in and is heie to stay. Among
men and women there are bound to be those

as a man, not as an infallible god.

Lee Tsung-ying


