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Mahalwari  Settlement

Before the establishment of British rule, in North-western provinces (consisting of Gorakhpur,
Allahabad, Cawnpore, Farrukhabad, Etawah, Bareilly, Moradabad, Agra, Delhi, Aligarh and
Saharanpur districts and Bundelkhand), lands which were cultivated by low-caste people were held in
joint proprietorship by talugdars and village zamindars. Because of a number of shor-tterm settlements
the revenue demand increased considerably and many origina proprietors of lands through fraudulent
transfers of property leading to general discontent with British rule. To remedy the anomalous state
of affairs, in 1821 the government with British rule. To remedy the anomalous state of affairs, in 1821
the government issued Regulation | by which estates were restored to the origina propreitors. Accord-
ing to Rugulation VII of 1822 settlement was to be made with village zamindars (peasant proprietors)
who generaly cultivated their own lands and were organised into village communities. Talugdars were
to lose their proprietorship and were to be paid compensation out of revenue, collected from village
zamindars. Assement of revenue was to be made on the basis of the produce of a maha or village.
All the proprietors of a maha were severally and jointly responsible for the payment of revenue. That
is why this settlement and jointly responsible for the payment of revenue. That is why this settlement
was known as mahalwari settlement. Two-third of the net produce was to be paid as revenue. By
Regulation IX of 1833 two-third of rental assets was fixed as the land revenue. As in the case of
ryotwari areas, the revenue demand was exorbitant.

On the whole, during British rule, the peasants were overburdened with taxation. Because of the
tax burden and famines, in general, the people were poor and burdened with debts. They had to run
to moneylanders who became rich and acquired lands from the peasants. In order to pay the tax and
pay back the money-landers loans, the peasants had to sell their crops after harvest. Instead of
producing only for consumption they had to produce for a market. Thisi resulted in commercialisation
of agriculture.
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