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MAY DAY CALL:

VWr ker s and oppr essed nasses of India, unite to save the country frombecom ng a neo-

col ony of USInperialism

Fi ght agai nst the traitorous policies of the UPAgovt. | ed by Mannohan S ngh!'!
Bui | d unconpr om si ng Struggl es by exposing al | forns of Capitul ation!!!

Imperialist globalization is creating
devastation on ascalerarely seen beforein
India and al countries of the world. The
magnitude of the devastation is horrifying.
It is a silent genocide unleashed by the
monarchs of finance and their lackeys
throughout theworld. Wars of conquest add
tothehorrors. And amidst thisdevastationa
handful havemadeunimaginablewedlth. The
recent visit of the biggest international
gangster, Bush, to Indiawas nothing but a
step forward to increase the loot of the
country and scheme with his servile agents
in the country to make India a pawn in its
geo-strategic plans in Asia. The fawning
servility of thelndianrulersasthey fell at his
feet, inspite of being kicked around, shows
to what extent the UPA rulers and their
hangers on have stooped to sell off the
country to these wolves of finance capital.

The extremes in wealth and poverty in
Indiaand globally are getting obscene. Such
acute levels of destitution on the one hand,
and voluptuousand vulgar display of wealth
on the other, bring the contrastsinto sharp
focus. Ontheonehand wehaveadevastated
Indian countryside where impoverishment
is so acute that suicides have reached
epidemic levels; on the other hand urban
pockets are seeing a proliferation of malls
and eliteurban enclaves. Internationally itis
to be seenin the ghettoisation at one extreme
and glitter of the fabulous and wealthy on
the other.

What existstoday isnot only obscene, it
is brutally unjust, inhuman, cruel and
catastrophic— itisinexcusabletotolerateit
for even a single day. For, each day that it
continuesmeansthousandsof moredeaths,
lakhs suffering the agony of starvation and
millionsliving lifein utter destitution on the
brink of life and death.

But not satisfied with this devastation,
the fundamentalists of the market economy
are each day seeking greater and greater
devastation and destruction to maximizetheir
profitsevenfurther. Removal of al remaining
subsidies to the poor, cutting welfare
expenditure, reducing pensions and
Provident Funds, hiking enormously health
and medicine charges, increasing charges of
electricity, fuel and evenwater by leapsand

bounds, etc. etc.— are all on the agenda of
the market megalomaniacs in India and
worldwide.

And for those who don’t obey, thereis
thegun, bombsand all thelatestin WMDs.
Iraq isbeing bombed back to the dark ages.
So also Afghanistan. Iran isthe next target,
unlessthey capitulate before the imperiaist
vampires on their nuclear programme.

Opposition is tolerated and even
encouraged if itisharmless; and acceptable
if one playsby therulesthat they lay down.
Foreseeing the likely opposition to their
devastation, the rulers press into service
their own stoogesto act as ‘safety valves
for this over-heated system. From the days
of the second international the revisionists
have proved to be the most faithful props of
the establishment while pretending to bein
opposition. Of course, with many openly
joining the rulers (asthe CPI/CPM in India)
and their masks having got torn off, new
elementshave beenfoundintheform of the
postmodernists and the NGO crowd. These
have been proliferating like mice gnawing
away into the genuine opposition and
demobilizing many a genuine dissident.

The situation can only go from bad to
worseunlessthemassesresist thisoffensive
in all ways. The reason for the continuing
retrogression in the world economy is that
financecapital istoday ahundredtimesmore
parasitic and moribund even from the times
Lenin spoke of it. This can be seen from the
fact that there has been a massive leap in
financial services compared to actual
production. Financial services no doubt
generate huge profits, but its profits not
created through the production process but
extracted through speculation and other
such methods, aspart of thegrowing casino
economy. This must necessarily be
exceedingly fragile, creating a bubble
economy, and jobless ‘growth’. Such an
economic structure brings unbelievable
wealth to the owners of big capital while
pushing large sections of the population
outsideitsambit. Itisthishuge, and growing,
world of marginalized massesthat isresulting
initsalienationonascalenever seenbefore.
Because of aweak communist alternative it
istending, in someplaces, totakeareligious

(and particularly Idamic) form.

Somefactsshow theextent towhichthe
economies of theworld have been distorted
by the present so-called globalization. For
example, intheyear 2004 theworldwidetrade
infinancial instrumentsin asingle day was
more than exports of goods for the entire
year. In 2004 the trade in derivatives and on
foreign exchange markets was a huge $7.6
trillion per day; while that of merchandise
exports for the whole year of 2003 was $7.3
trillion (onetrillion is equal to 1000 billion).
Take another example in the growth of the
financial markets. In the early 1980s the
volume of transactions of bonds and
securities between domestic and foreign
residents accounted for about 10% of GDP
intheUS, Germany and Japan. By 1993 the
figurehadrisento135%for theUS, 170%for
Germany and 80% for Japan. By end 2003
the figure rose to massive $15.7 trillion.

Onthe other hand while such huge sums
travel around the world with the speed of
lightening, made possible by the dot.com
discoveries, generatingfabulousprofits, the
marginalized world reels in poverty and
destitution on ascalerarely seen.

Takethe case of Africawhich hasbeen
ravaged by internecine wars instigated by
imperialist lobbies and powers. As per the
UN’sown report from 2000, 1,200 peopleare
dying every day in Congo — since 1997, 4
millionhavedied. InSudan, 2millioncivilians
remain homeless three years after the Dafur
conflictignited. According totheRed Cross
hunger gripsentire East Africawith 7 million
people affected by severe drought in
Ethiopia, Kenya, Djibouti, and Somdia. In
1994, eight lakh Tutsis were massacred in
RwandawhiletheUN * peacekeepers |ooked
on. Many other countries are ravaged by
civil wars backed by different imperialists,
like the Ivory Coast and about ten other
countries; and in South Africa a quarter of
thepopulation have AlDSand adecadeafter
the ANC took power 80% of thelandis till
owned by whites. And amidst all this
devastation the imperialists continue to
extract their fortunes. According to a 2003
World Bank report the maximum returns on
every dollar invested abroad are got from
Africa. The British war industry has made
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massive profits from Africawith arms sales
rising to record levels. Over the last four
years between 1999 and 2004 it has
quadrupled reachingthe$ 1 billion mark. The
British imperialists give bullets not bread to
the starving millions of Africa so that they
may continueto kill each other in civil strife.
And the US has imposed a ruthlessly
exploitative Act toravagethe African people
even more. The US-African Growth and
Opportunity Act (between the US and
Africa) forces African trade ‘partners’ to
withdraw subsidiesgiventolocal industries
and insistson privatization of social services
even in countriesthat are proneto drought.
In Indiathe situation is much the same.
The entire countryside is being devastated
and yet the government has plansto disband
the PDS and raise the prices of foodgrains
further. It is dismantling the state purchase
of food grains, cotton and other agricultural
commodities, destroying the already
devastated peasantry even more. Subsidies
are being cut and welfare expenditure
reduced. India has the lowest public
spending on health careintheworld (except
for four other tiny countries) and today over
20% are not ableto afford therising costs of
medical care and areforced to die agonizing
deaths. Debt has swamped the countryside
pushing thousands and thousands of
farmersto suicideeachyear. Thefiguresonly
keep mounting as government policy only
actsto destroy them further. With companies
and the government resorting to labour-
saving methods unemployment keepsrising
and only themorewell-off English-speaking
elite can hopeto find decent jobsin the ICE
(Info-tech, Communications and Entert-
ainment) and financial sectors. Thesituation
heretoo isgoing from bad to worse.
Ontheother hand enormouswealth has
been amassed by the wealthy. The 10 rich-
est people on earth have a combined net
worth of $255 hillion — roughly 60% of the
income of Sub-Saharan Africa. Theworld's
500 richest people have more than the total
annual earnings of the poorest three billion
people (i.e. about 60% of the world's
population). Even from the poorest countr-
ies the elite have staked away in foreign
countries agigantic sum of $5trillion.
Theacuteimpoverishment of themillions
isthematerial basisfor thewealth of thefew.
As, the greater the poverty the larger isthe
surplus value or profits extracted. The two
classes today stand diametrically opposed

ruling elitesare not prepared to allow evena
paisaof their profitsto be reduced. In India
and worldwide the profits of the big
companieshaveincreased by 50to 80% and
moreinthelast year.

But the declining market for commodities
and the extreme parasitic nature of finance
capital today ispushingit fromonecrisisto
thenext. Thishasresulted in anew round of
bankruptcies taking the number of
acquisitionsto record levelsin 2005. In that
year M & As (Mergers and Acquisitions)
reached agigantic figureof $2.7 trillion. The
crisisisparticularly degpinthe US— which
isthe largest economy in the world and the
sole superpower — with its gigantic (and
rising) trade and budget deficits. Thisis
leading to greater contention amongst the
major imperialist powers, warsof aggression
(particularly by the US), and intensified loot
of the backward countries. As yet the
contention is taking the form of diplomatic
maneuvering, trade wars and minor
skirmishes of puppet forces particularly in
Africa. All reactionaries throughout the
world, with the USin the lead, are resorting
to increased fascist methods passing off
under the signboard of ‘war against terror’.

But, this wave of reaction is not going
without afight, evenif not under communist
leadership. Iraq and Afghanistan have
becomeahell for the aggressors. Particularly
thegreat Iraqi resistancerefusesto die down
even after fake elections and desperate
attempts by the US to pit Shias against
Sunnis. Theworking classmovement inthe
West continues to revive, even if haltingly.
So, also the anti-globalisation/anti-war
movement continues unabated. USImperia-
lism’ sworldwidehegemonic designsfacenot
only problemsintheMiddleEast but in other
parts of the world as well. Its attempts to
buildaFreeTradeAreainL ain Americahave
failed; not only that in six countriesof South
America governments have been voted to
power that areinvarying degreesanti-US. In
Central Asia a number of countries have
kicked out the US bases and Russian
imperialist re-assertion has put the US on
the defensive in these countries. Even in
Palestine after nurturing atotal puppet after
the Arafat era, they have got the militant
Hamasin power, upsetting their calculations.
In the new flashpoint of Iran threats of
sanctions and missile attacks by the US-
Isragli combine (supported by Europe) have
created resentment throughout the world,

In addition the Maoist movements
worldwide continue to grow in the face of
the most brutal repression. However weak,
wherever they have some roots in the
masses, they continueto act asthevanguard
of the struggle against imperialism and al
reaction, in spite of the attempts by the
revisionists and NGOs to isolate them.

In Indiatoo there has been arevival of
the working class movement inspite of the
domination of therevisionist leadership. The
militant responseat Gurgaon, KalingaNagar,
etc is accompanied by a strike wave in a
number of MNC and comprador companies.
In the last six months there have been 25
cases of industrial action resulting in a
temporary shutdown in manufacturing
activities. Major companies that have
witnessed workers actions in the last six
monthsarebignameslike Grasim Industries,
JCT Ltd, Gujarat Ambuja, ACC, Crompton
Greaves, NRB bearings and Esab. The
prolonged agitation at the Toyotafactory in
Bangalore continues. In October last year
workers at the Hairhar factory of Grasim
brought production to a halt. So also the
Gujarat Ambuja plant and the NRB Bearing
Hyderabad plant saw similar strike activity
in January and February thisyear.

Besides this the peasants are rising
against the neo-liberal policies as in
Rajasthan and elsewhere. The tribals, as
KalingaNagar have shown, have vowed to
fight the mining mafia to the end that
threatens their very existence. There is
growing assertion amongst dalitswho refuse
to continue living under upper-caste
domination under the horrendous practice
of untouchability incul cated over centuries.
Women are more and more coming forward
discarding the yoke of patriarchy. And the
minorities, particularly the Mudims, are not
taking the attacks by the Hindu fascistsand
State lying down. There is a general
discontent throughout the country, but it
lacks acohesive revolutionary |eadership.

But with the genuine Maoists of the
country now united (to alarge extent) into a
single Party the hopes of all sections are
growing. Though weak, it is the only hope
for the oppressed masses. Y et, withtheunity,
its striking power has increased, hitting
powerful blows at the enemy/government
forces. The arms raid in Giridih and
Madhuban, the continuous actions on the
paramilitary forcesin the wake of the State-
sponsored terrorist onslaught called Salwa

to each other more than ever before. The and further hatred for these gangsters. Contd. on e 7
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Humiliating Bush Visit:

Pushes | ndi a Deeper into the Arns of the US Cct opus

Arvind

Nicholas Burns spent days prior to the
Bush visit trying to sgueeze a humiliating
deal on nuclear energy out of the Indian
establishment. Due to opposition from
sections of the Atomic Energy department
and sometop scientiststhe Americanscould
not initialy get India to sign as per their
demands. Days of arm-twisting by US
negotiators with full support from the
ministry of External affairs, did not work.
Then, two days before Bush’'s visit
CondoleezaRice, US Secretary of State, rang
up Manmohan Singh saying that “his
people” weremaking“ impossibledemands”
on the nuclear deal and threatened “India
cannot have conditional safeguards and
that if it didn't agree to permanent
safeguards there would be no deal”. She
added there were questions about India’'s
future reactors and that it must place all its
future reactors under safeguards. The PM
was panic stricken by the threats; so,
breaking al protocol he personally went to
receive his majesty from the airport. Asthe
lord descended at the airport, with his
entourage, the fumbling PM tried to plead
with himthat therewasnoreal differenceon
the nuclear deal, only a difference of
language. Bush ignored him and turned to
hisvalet—India sNational Security Advisor,
M.K.Narayanan — ordering “I want this
deal”. Not surprisingly, within afew hours
the deal was struck.

It took the PM five daysto present the
full deal to the country, giving the Prime
Minister’s Office sufficient time to put the
necessary spintotheagreement and getting
the pro-US media hacks to create the
necessary environment. Thedeal wasstruck
on the day after Bush landed, March 29,
whileit was declared to the public and even
parliament on March 7%, Sureenough, it had
permanent safeguardsmentionedinit! Italso
said that “future reactors would be placed
under safeguards’. Thedemagogic CPM, for
all their ‘anti-US' shouting, said the deal is
fine. The CPM is habituated to shouting
against the US generally, but not opposing
concretely any of its policies at the ground
level. On March 5" itself Yechuri said they
have no problem with the nuclear deal, their
only problem isthe attitudeto Iran.

Though the purpose of the Bush visit
wasto push Indiadeeper intoitsclutchesin

all spheres — economic, poalitical, defence
and energy sources— the nuclear deal was
tobethechief focusof thisvisit, asthishas
not only an economic dimension but also a
political and strategic dimensions. In
economic termsthe nuclear deal islikely to
openthedoor to USinvestmentsof agigantic
$100 bhillion in the energy sector of the
country. Strategically it will help draw India
away from dependence of Iran, Russia,
Venezuelafor itsoil and gas— all statesthat
areanti-USto varying degrees.

With the US not even ableto lay control
of Iragi oil and with it ousted from much of
Central Asiaby Russig, itscontrol of thekey
energy source — oil and gas— islikely to
falter in the future. So it is looking for an
alternative. Recently the US announced its
new Global Nuclear Energy Partnership
(GNEP) to push nuclear energy worldwide
as the alternative. Ironically this is been
pushed under thebanner of clearingtheearth
of green-house gasses and environment
friendliness. In fact it is nothing but a new
‘great game’ for the control of the energy
resourcesof theworld. Not surprisingly this
GNEP involvestherecipient country giving
up its right to reprocess spent fuel. The
document says “Under the GNEP, a
consortium of nations with advanced
nuclear technology would ensure that
countries who agree to forgo their own
investment in enrichment and reprocessing
technologies will have reliable access to
nuclear fuel”. In the GNEP India has been
put asarecipient country and not one of the
consortium of nations Sure enough the
agreement signed in Indiasaysthe sameand
the PM made a great show that there is a
guarantee clause of supply of uranium.

By not allowing theprocessing of nuclear
materia it can defacto control the country’s
nuclear energy needs by making India
dependent on it (or its allies like Australia
which has 40% of the world’s uranium
reserves) for itsnuclear raw material. It makes
little difference if there is a guarantee of
supplying the nuclear fuel in the agreement
or not—itmakessurethat | ndiaisdependent
onit; and it can any time be used asalever
for domination and also profiteering (by
hiking prices). Earlier, the US had stopped
suppliesto the Tarapore nuclear plant. This
isthefirst method of forcing dependenceon
the US through this agreement.

The second method of control is by
putting as much as 65% of the nuclear
reactors under the so-called international
safeguards (in effect meansUSsupervision).
Not only that, the agreement hasforced the
newly renovated CIRUS research reactor,
situated at the prestigious BARC, to be
closed down and shifted it to anew location
inorder to bring it under safeguards. Besides
other factors, the huge expenditure on
renovation will go waste. Also al the nine
research facilities, even the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR), the Variable
Energy Cyclotron Centre and the Saha
Institute of Nuclear Physics, areall tobe put
under the safeguard regime. Not only that,
al futurecivilianthermal power reactorsand
civilian fast breeder reactors will have to be
placed under thehumiliating safeguards. All
these will be “permanent” and not
“conditional” astheearlier Taraporereactors
were. Under conditional safeguardscivilian
reactors could be shifted to military and out
of safeguards; now thiswill not bepossible.

Andto bring about all these changesto
ensure US control over the entire nuclear
energy programme of the country it will be
thelndian taxpayer whowill haveto pay the
huge amounts entailed in separating the
civilian and military nuclear facilities (which
earlier thescientistssaid would beimpossible
inIndia) inorder tobringit under safeguards
— thereisno reference even asto who will
barethesemassivecosts. Inevery sphereof
thisnuclear agreement the Indian rulershave
capitulated to USdemandsandyet the CPM
saysit hasno problemswiththisagreement! !!
The bulk of the media too, including those
critical of the US, as The Hindu, have also
hailed this deal. In fact The Hindu hailed it
editorially on March 10™. Eventhechairman
of the Atomic Energy commission, Anil
Kakodkar, who was earlier opposing many
of theclauses, went out of hisway to publicly
hail it (March 9") asagreat victory. Suchis
the servility of the Indian ruling elite,
including the revisionists.

On the other hand the USis laying the
ground for squeezing even more concessions
from the deal (they have left sufficient
loophole in it which can be interpreted in
variedways, and even somedetailsaretobe
decided later) saying it will be ahard task to
get this agreement accept-ed by the
Congress (necessary in view of the existing
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non-proliferationlawsintheUS). Inthename
of “getting it passed” they will no doubt
extract even more | ater.

But it wasnot only inthenuclear sphere
thatthelndianrulersfell at thefeet of thebig
boss of international finance; they didsoin
each and every sphere. Agreements were
signed in many other spheresbinding India
more tightly with the US imperidists. This
was clear in thejoint statement issued.

Particularly there was a big focus on
agriculture where a number of agreements
weresigned. Firstly it said that thetwowould
expand cooperation in agriculture by
launching the Knowledge Initiative on
Agriculture. Secondly, it said that Indiawould
consider changing the current regulations
affecting trade in fresh fruits, vegetables,
poultry and dairy and almonds. Thirdly, they
agreedto cooperatemoreclosely at theDoha
Round of WTO trade negotiations (stuck up
primarily inthe sphere of agriculture) to take
it to its conclusion — no doubt along US
lines.

Then, there were agreements to further
tie India's science, technology and space
research to that of the US science
laboratories.

Thentherewasanassurancetointensify
effortsto develop abilateral businessclimate
supportive of trade and investments by
holding apublic-private Investment Summit
in 2006.

Then there were as many as five
agreements in the info-tech sector and the
so-called Knowledge Economy, which is
aready totally tied tothe US.

Asalready mentioned therearebig plans
for cooperationintheenergy sector withthe
possibility of the US investing up to $ 100
billion in the country — thisisin a host of
areas including oil, natural gas, coal and
civilian nuclear energy.

There were plans for huge sales of
defence equipment to Indiaand deeper ties
inthedefence sector. They agreed to enhance
security in the maritime domain. They were
working to finalise a Logistics Support
Agreement. The joint statement also
welcomed increased cooperation between
the US and Indiain the defence area, since
the New Framework for US-India Defence
relationship was signed in June 05. The US
is planning to sell 126 fighters to India.
Boeing and Lockheed Martin are just two
companiesthat have recently set up offices
in India. Boeing expects deds of $15 hillion
in the next 10 years.

Finally, and most dangerousof al, itwas
decided that there would be much greater
cooperation in fighting so-called terror —
which would mean greater US involvement
in counter-insurgency operations in India
and South Asia. Thisisathreat not only for
thepeoples’ move-mentsinindia, butalsoin
South Asia as it would entail joint Indian
Expansionist and US imperiaist operations
in South Asia. Not only here, Indiais part of
the US geo-political campaigns throughout
the world in the name of promoting
democracy.

Infact just prior to hisvisit Bushin his
AsiaSociety speech, lauded the partnership
the US and India had forged to spread
democracy around theworld. Hehasbeena
great supporter of the“World Movement for
Democracy” whichisnothing but atool for
counter-insurgency and to destabalise not
so favourable governments (as has
happened in central Asiawith the so-called
coloured revolu-tions). It has its
headquarters in the neo-conservative-led
Nationa Endowment for Democracy (NED).
In 1999 the NED, with USfunding, organised
its first international conference in Delhi!!
India became a member of the “Community
of Democracies” during BJPrule. Now under
the UPA government it hasjoined the USin
a“ Global Democracy Initiative”.

Over and above all this there was a
greater cementing of the relations between
US big business and their comprador
counterparts in India under the auspices of
the US-India CEO Forum set up when
Manmohan visited USlast year. ThisForum,
chaired by arch stooge, Tata, ishothing but
a weapon with which to push US/TNC
interests in the country through their
comprador business agents. In this Forum
areTata, Mukesh Ambani, Infosys sNandan
Nilenkani, Biocon, ITC, Bharat Forge's
Kalyani amongst others. Bush was
accompanied by a mighty delegation of 50
CEOsof USTNCs, including abig teamfrom
the Wal Mart (to push FDI entry in retail).
Through the Forum these robber barons
demanded: greater opening up of thefinancial
service sectors (particularly banking and
insurance) and theretail sector; devel opment
of the infrastructure and removal of
bureaucraticdelays. TheForumat itsmeeting
in Delhi put forward concrete demands of
the Indian government: the setting up of a$
5 hillion infrastructure development Fund;
makeMumbai afinancia hub; facilitatelarge

number of Special Economic Zones; reforms
in the power sector and in the institutes of
higher education. This was stated openly;
what went on secretly will only come to be
known when policy changes actually take
place.

Sotherewashardly any spherethat was
left out for tying up the country further to
USinterests. But they werenot satisfied with
eventhat. USarrogancewent sofar that Bush
at his public speech at the Purana Quila
openly dictated what India spoliciesshould
be, whiletheservileruling elitequietly looked
on. Hepublicly launched atiradeagainst Iran
and added that “India and the US were
closer than ever before and that this
partner ship had the power totransformthe
world”. Nodoubt likeinlrag!! AtthePurana
Qilahismain theme wasthat Indiaisagreat
democracy and must stand with the USin
promoting “democracy” and “freedont
throughout the world. He added that the
people of North Korea, Burma, Syria,
Zimbabweand Cubaall yearnfor liberty from
their own endavement. Hefurther added that
India’'s leadership was needed to “open
mar ketsthroughout theworld” (whichitwas
already doing asindicated by itsbehavior at
the Doha WTO negotiations). He thanked
the Indian Navy of escorting shipsthrough
the Straits of Malacca after 9/11.

Alsowhat wasclear thistimewasthat in
hisvisit to Pakistan Bush totally sided with
Indiaon all contentiousissues between the
two countries. In so doing he gave afillip to
Indian expansionist designs in the region.
During his Pakistan trip all he did was
arrogantly lectureto the present rulers. Bush
openly humiliated Musharraf at thejoint press
conference; he demanded that they were not
doing enough to fight terrorism; he refused
a similar nuclear agreement with Pakistan
saying they were not to betrusted (sighting
theKhan affair); hedemanded that thepolls
must be held fairly in 2007; and for the first
time ever he refused intervention (or
facilitation) inthe Kashmir dispute, saying it
was a bilateral affair to be settled between
the two countries. All these stands were
musictotheearsof thelndian expansionists.

But while the compradors of both
countrieswere laying out the red carpet for
thisinternational gangster and providing him
unprecedented security, the people of both
countrieswereturning out inlakhsto oppose
thevisit.

In India there was a veritable upsurge,
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particularly by the Muslim community and
also by progressives from throughout the
country. There were mammoth demonstra:
tions in Lucknow, Dehli, Mumbai and
Hyderabad and smaller ones all over the
country. There were exhibitions, cartoons,
posters, burning of his effigy and many a
creative form of opposition. UP particularly
witnessed demonstrations and bandhs
throughout the State including Kanpur,
Pratapgarh, Rae Bareilly, Gorakhpur, Bareil-
ly, Lakhimpur Kheri, Meerut, Muzaffar-nager,
Daharanpur, Basti, Siddhatnagar, Gondaand
Mau (No doubt the recent bomb blastsin
Varanas will help turn anti-US sentiments
into Hindu-Muslimriots). Maoiststoojoined
with progressiveforcesin many partsof the
country to protest Bush's visit. People’s
anger was so strong that many ruling class
partieshad to makeashow of protest aswell
(whileineffect supporting all thepolicies) as
the SP, CPI, CPM, JanataDal (S), etc. Many
intellectual salso participated in these protest
actions.

In Pakistan rallies shook all parts of the

country. On the eve of his visit a bomb
exploded killing a US diplomat. The
opposition boycotted the banquet givenin
Bush’shonour.

In fact Bush was so panic stricken that
the security provided to him was unprece-
dented. In India800 USintelligence officials
descended on the country well in advance
to take control of his entire security. Most
public functions earlier planned were
cancelled. The entire air-waves around his
place of residence were jammed. In fact the
only placehevisited wasHyderabadto give
afillip to the ruthless polices of the govern-
ment against Naxalites and apat on its back
for implementing pro-imperialist policiesthe
most faithfully. He went out of hisway to
meet agroup of rural women to promotethe
Self Help Groupswhich are being portrayed
asan alternativeto Maoist peopl€ sassertion
inthecountryside.

Fromthenatureof thevisititisclear who
stand with the imperialists and this US
gangster and who are the genuine patriotic
forces of the country. Thisimperialist scum

would not beabletolastinthiscountry even
for a single day if it did not get the
collaboration fromtheir agents and stooges
within the country. Their robbery, their loot,
their plunder of our country could bestopped
easily if these collaborators were not there.
It is these comprador elements that are the
worst traitors of the country and it is they
who need to be exposed and targeted for
what they really are — lackeys of the
imperialists and particularly the US. These
top politicians, bureaucrats, big business,
etc arein fact the chief tools through which
the imperialists push their policies in the
country. So an attack against the imperia-
ists, particularly the US, is inconceivable
without hitting at their stooges within the
country. Thetime has cometo build abroad
and powerful movement by uniting all the
possible forces against imperialism and
particularly the US. Let the sparks ignited
duringtheBushvisitturnintoaprairiefireof
that will burn to ashes the imperialists and
their stooges within the country.

Contd. from page 4

Judum in Chhathisgarh, and the Jehanabad
jail break arejust afew of theindicatorsof its
growing striking capacity. For the first time
in our country the party of the proletariat is
equipped with a peoples’ army (however
rudimentary) to take on the ruthless and
barbaric force of the state.

On this May Day let us intensify the
struggleagainst all formsof reaction, against
the massive imperialist onslaught,
particularly the US, and against the most
degrading sell-out of the interests of our
motherland to the imperidists, particularly
the US imperialists, by the comprador
government of UPA led by Manmohan Singh.
The Red Carpet welcome given to the No.1
International terrorist George Bush by the
Manmohan Singh government is a great
insult to the hillion plus population of our
country. The nefariousIndo-US nuclear deal
concluded by the Congress-led UPA
government with thefull backing of the BJP-
led NDA coalition during the visit of Bush
has placed even the nominal sovereignty and
independence of the country at the feet of
the US. Through this notorious agreement
thesetraitorshave placed the country firmly
in the US orbit. In the name of strategic
partnership with the US, the Indian ruling

classes have become accomplices in the
innumerable crimes being committed by the
warmongering, criminal Bush. By voting
against Iraninthe |AEA and strengthening
its ties with the Zionist expansionist Isragl,
the Indian expansionist ruling classes have
proved themselves to be the tail of US
imperialism—the principal enemy of the
world people. Let usresolutely fight against
thissdll-out to USimperialismthat pavesthe
way for our country being transformed into
aneo-colony. Let usfight against the policy
of appeasement of the revisionist CPI and
CPI(M), which have been sustaining the
Manmohan Singh governmentinthe Centre,
whilemaking harmlessnoisesabout itsneo-
liberal agenda and surrender to US
imperialism. These revisionists have placed
the interests of the working class and the
oppressed masses at the feet of the
comprador ruling classesdespitetheir radical
rhetoric. Let us support the heroic struggles
waged by the people of Irag, Afghanistan
and Palestinian territories, the growing
militant protestsinIran, Syria, Libya, Sudan,
Pakistan and al over the world against US
aggression, intervention, blackmail and
bullying. InIndiatoo | et usfurther intensify
thevast upsurgethat devel oped against the
Bush visit into a powerful anti-imperialist
movement. L et us unite the vast masses of

our country and all the patriotic and
democratic people against imperialism,
particularly US imperialism, and the
comprador Indian ruling classes that have
mortgaged the country’s interests to US
imperialism and have become one more
bulwark of reaction against the interests of
theworld people. Let usawaken theworking
class and oppressed masses for a new
upsurge, which draws lessons from the
defeatsof the Soviet and Chineseexperience,
to fire a confidence in its ability to build a
new, just, socialist order.

Long Live May Day!
Down with Imperialism and all their
L ackeys!

Beat Back the Aggressive Designs
of USimperialism—No. 1 enemy of
mankind!

Intensify struggle, expose
revisionists, NGOs and all
collaborator sl

Unite all progressive forces to fight
and destroy all Reaction!

March Towards the Socialist
Alternative! Long Livethe NDR!
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May Day 2006:

Qisis, War, Fascist Terror & Geat Revol uti onary Qoportunities

On the occasion of May Day we take
stock of the present situation in the world
and our country to assess the fast
changing situation and the growing
potential for the revolutionary forces. It is
these changesthat haveto be assessed to
evolve effective tactics in the present
situation of great volatility, within the
framework of the general strategy.

International and domestic events are
developing rapidly. Both arein adeep flux.
Development never takesplacein astraight
line; there are numerous twists and turns.
Over thepast year thisisto beclearly seen.
Ofcourse, this is taking place within the
general framework of the present period
marked by the massive attacks of finance
capital worldwide — economic, political,
social, cultural, and even military —going
under the signboard of ‘globalisation’.
Particularly since 2001 and the 9/11 attacks,
itismanifested by: agrowing economic and
political crisis worldwide; increasing war-
like policies of the number oneimperialist,
US imperialism, and greater unilateralism;
greater and more ruthless attacks
(economic and also military) by the
imperialists, particularly the USimperialists,
on the backward countries of the world;
increased impoverisation of the working
classinthe devel oped countries and mass
scaledestitution inthebackward countries;
and greater fascisation of the state in all
countries of the world in the name of
fighting the ‘war on terror’.

Though the above trend continuesin
general let usassessthe concretesituation
which throws up great challenges to the
proletariat on this May Day of 2006. First
we shall look at the international situation
and then that in our country.

International Situation

Inthisweshall first ook at the changing
economic scenario; then the situation in
the enemy camp of imperialism and their
lackeys; then we shall look at that of the
people’s forces worldwide and the
potentialsfor advancing therevol utionary
movements.

Fragile Economy & Growing Crisis
Though there has been a partial
recovery since the severe downturninthe
world economy in 2001, this has been
faltering, weak and exceedingly fragile.

Many an economist are predicting another
crash, notwithstanding the high growth
rates shown by official data for the US.
Besides, this halting recovery has been
accompanied by joblessgrowth, leading to
further impoverisation of the masses
worldwide. Also much of the so-called
growth is illusory as it is not due to
dynamism in the economies of the
developed countries but the high growth
rates recorded in the backward countries,
most of which are based not on a sound
economy but on imperialist induced
artificial booms accompanied to a large
extent by speculative capital.

If welook at themajor economiesthings
do not look that bright. The stagnation in
the Japanese economy continued to be
acutefor the 15Myear running. Though the
growthrateinthelast year picked up abit,
after having shrunk 0.5% in 2004, till it
cannot be said that Japan is on its feet
again. For the euro zone area the growth
ratewasabare 1.5% last year after recording
a 1% growth in 2004. French bankruptcies
reached a7-year high and the autoindustry
(the major export earner) registered a
staggering declineof 11%. Itsfourth quarter
growth rate in 2005 was down to 0.2%. In
Germany it has reached an all-time high of
11.5%. Unemployment in Europe continued
at 10% with no sign of declining. Japan
witnessed thecrash of itsfifthlargest bank,
Resona, and had to be bailed out with the
government spending $17 billion. Basically
these two major imperialist blocks — the
EU and Japan — continue to be in
economic sluggishness in virtual
recessionary conditions.

Inthe UStheofficial growth rateinthe
GDP recorded was 3.5%. Much of thishas
been linked to the housing/real-estate
boom, which is expected to burst any day.
Besides, itseconomy isexceedingly fragile,
with mountains of debt and deficits. After
gigantic budget and current account (i.e.
thetrade deficit + serviceimports/exports)
deficitsin 2004 it has gone up even higher
last year. Last year the budget deficit was$
400 billion and the current account deficit
$780billion (India’ stotal budget isjust $104
billion). In addition the dollar value
continued to decline vis-a-vis other major
currencies, particularly the euro. The
confidence in the dollar as the only

international currency ison the declineand
governments have already started
investingtheir reservesin other currencies.
TheUSmust get investments at the rate of
$ 2 billion per day to cover itstrade deficit.
If governments start investing their
reserves in euros or other currencies the
economy will be pushed to a crisis. At
present foreign creditors hold about $11
trillion in US bonds or 43% of the
superpower’ s privately held national debt.
If evenapart of thiswasto bewithdrawnit
would precipitate a crisis; such is the
fragility of the US economy. Besides, the
benefits of the so-called high growth rates
have only goneto the elite. Inthelast two
years a huge 1.1 million more people live
below the poverty linethan two years back
— taking the figure of those below the
poverty line in the US to a massive 37
million. Thehorrifying impact of the Katrina
hurricane has gone to show the extent of
impoverisation amongst a section of
Americans, particularly the Afro-
Americans. It is only the rich who have
gained from the policies of globalization.
Since 1973 the average income of the top
1% has doubled and the top 0.1% has
tripled.

The main growth areas have been
Russig, particularly duetothe sky-rocketing
oil prices, and acontinuation of thegrowth
cycle of the Chinese economy. Russia is
once again seeking to establish its
imperialist muscle, at least in its backyard.
By 2004 Russiabecame the second largest
oil exporter intheworld and thelargest gas
exporter. With sky-rocketing oil pricesthis
has not only given Russia renewed
economic clout but greater control over the
most important energy sourceintheworld.
Therise of Putin and the take-over of the
biggest Russian oil company, Yukos, in
2002, signaled the return of Russia
assertion. Y ukos had planned to sell 44%
of its stake to US oil giant ExxonMobil,
when the owner was imprisoned and his
assetstaken over by the government.

Chinatoo hasbecomeassertiveall over
the globe with itsgrowing economic power.
Chinese goods now not only have
swamped Asian markets they have also
deeply penetrated the US. It is heavily
investing throughout the world in oil
companies. It continueswithitsgrowth rate
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of between 8 and 9%. The extremelevel sof
exploitation of labour in China, with no
labour laws, have madeit ahunting ground
for all imperialist companies and cheap
goodsinternationally.

If we turn then to the backward
countries, the situation is getting worse
each day duetothe continuousincreasein
theimperialist/comprador loot. Not only do
the imperialists siphon off the loot form
these countries abroad so do the
compradors destroying the local
economies. So, for example, according to
the Guardian, 50% of the cash hol dings of
richindividualsinLatin Americaisnow held
abroad and that some 30% of the GDP of
sub-Saharan Africadisappeared abroad in
the second half of the 1990s. The situation
intheMiddleEast and North Africaiseven
worse. The samewill bethesituationinthe
countriesof Asia. Over $5trillion hasbeen
corruptly removed fromtheworld’ spoorest
countries and lodged in the rich countries
or tax havens by these compradors. Thisis
over and abovetheimperialist oot anyhow
going on. So the compradors have ganged-
up with the imperialist to siphon off the
countries wealth. So whatever may be the
high growth rates shown its benefits do
not reach themassof peopleandisentirely
focused on the elite? So also for example
inIndia, according to astudy by Technopak
(Economic Times Feb. 22 06), thereareone
million consumers (househol ds) for luxury
goods who spend roughly Rs.4 lakhs per
year on luxury items per household. This
itself is a market bigger than many
countries. This number is growing at 14%
per year and the goal is to increase this
number to three million by 2010. Africais
virtualy in a state of chaos with western
robber baronslootingitsnatural resources,
while Latin Americais just coming out of
one of the worst crisisit has ever faced.

And in thissituation of crisis has also
come the new oil shock, which is further
threatening to destabalise the economies
of theworld (of course giving advantageto
the oil producers). With oil priceshovering
between $60 and $70 abarrel and expected
to go up to $100 (it was $22 a barrel two
years back and at the time of the oil shock
of the 1970sit was at the equivalent of $75-
80 per barrel after taking account for
inflation) the situation isthreatening to go
out of control. Thisisbecoming acatalytic
factor to push the world economy, into an

even deeper crisis. It is hitting the oil-
importing countriestheworst —i.e. all the
developed countries except Russia.

Yet in this period with the vicious
attacks of finance capital on the people’s
standard of living (in every way possible)
there hasbeen agigantic leap inthe profits
of major big companies. Those that are
being pushed to bankruptcy are being
taken over in a new wave of Mergers and
Acquisitionswhich reached arecord level
of $2.7trillion last year. . So the Fortune 500
top MNCs of theworld saw net profitsrise
amassive 15.2% in 2004 to $513 billion; in
India the profits of the largest 1000
companies surged 49% in the quarter
ending June 2005. To sustain this massive
loot the governmentsare resorting to even
more exploitative measures and increased
fascist policies to crush all discontent, in
the name of fighting ‘terror’.

With the US dominating the world
economy (it accounts for a quarter of the
world market for commodities), thefragility
of its economy can have world wide
repercussions. Asthe only superpower, it
continuesto be the number one gendarme
of theworld. But, it realizesthat inthegiven
economic scenario, with therise of Europe,
Japan and Russia, and the challenge from
China, it can sustainitseconomic clout only
though saber-rattling and aggressivewars
of conquest. It continuesto be the number
one enemy of the world people. But, it is
getting caught in a deeper and deeper
quagmire.

USheadaches & Imperialist Geo-palitics
As the Marxist teachers have taught,
politics is the concentrated expression of
economics; and war is the continuation of
politicsby other means. Thefragility of the
US economy entails that it continue its
political policies of unilateralism and war-
mongering to upstage rival imperialist
powers and further its neo-colonial loot of
the backward countries of theworld. In all
multilateral forums— whether itisthe UN,
IMF/World Bank, WTO, Kyoto Protocoal,
IAEA, etc — it continuesto act arbitrarily,
making others buckle to its wishes or
carrying onregardless. Itisthe Bush clique,
backed by the US military-industrial -
financial complex, which call the shots.
The US administration in order to
pursue its imperial ambitions amidst its
exceedingly fragileeconomy, itisresorting
to fascist terror at home and war abroad.

This can just be seen by its massive
expenditure on defence. The defence
budget proposed for the current year isa
massive $ 524 hillion — a 71% increase
over 2001.

It has whipped up and depended on
the ultra-reactionary Christian fundamenta-
listsforitsmajor support base. Itisincreas-
ingly racist against the Afro-American
populationand Muslims. Withthegrowing
impoverisation of the peopl e of thecountry,
Bush hasinitiated an attack on civil liberties
unparalleledinthehistory of the USA. The
“Patriotic Act” gives the authorities the
power to obtain medical records, book-
buying andlibrary records, theright to break
into houses without informing the owner,
etc. And now, for the first time ever, the
government has the power to incarcerate
anybody, indefinitely and without charge.
To this, has been added massive doses of
Christian fundamentalism, and the fanatic
attacks on blacks, Muslims, abortion
clinics, etc. All judicia and other type of
employments are done on ideological
grounds after detailed enquiries into the
antecedents of the individual — anyone
with liberal views are kicked out. It is an
Orwelian-type scenario with Big Brother
watching everyone. Homeland Security is
the added weapon of state terror. It has
continuously built up its terror apparatus
at home with not only the so-called
Homeland Security but in December 2004 it
passed a new Bill, introducing sweeping
reforms to the intelligence network.
Through thisBill it set upthe DNI whichis
asuper secret service coordinating all other
secret servicesin the country.

Abroad it is gearing up for more wars
of aggression by continuously enhancing
its defence budget/expenditure. Not
surprisingly each successive year has seen
massive increases in the defence budget
of the USA.. In the current year the Bush
administration hasrequested another huge
$120 billion for the wars in Irag and
Afghanistan, bringing the total cost of
these two wars to $ 440 billion; nearly
equaling the $ 500 billion spent in the 13-
years of war in Vietnam. Its aggressive
posturing on Iran is an indication of its
policiesfor thefuturewhich flowsfromthe
Bush dictum “either you are with us or
against us’. The more the US economy
goes into crisis, the more aggressive and
ferociousit will haveto befor two reasons:
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First, as it will not be able to effectively
counter the other imperialists through
peaceful economic competition, it will use
its military might for that purpose —
particularly in grabbing or holding on to
marketsand sources of raw materialsinthe
third world countries. Second, the more
severethecrisisthemoretheneed to extract
more and more from the backward
countries; the more and more becomes its
insatiable appetite for super-profits which
it will extract through greater pressure
tactics, arm-twisting and, where necessary,
warsof aggression. Sotoday itistheworlds
super-cop, super terrorist and superpower
— the number one enemy of the world's
people.

But its advance has been far from
smooth; infactinthelast year it hashadto
face setback after setback in many parts of
theworld. Itsonly advantage has been that
its main contender, the EU, has been
relatively moresilentinchallengingtheUS's
domination compared to the time of the
initiation of the Irag war.

(i) Imperialist Contention

L et ustakethe second point first—i.e.
is the E.U.”s temporary lethargy in
challengingthe US. Thisisfor two reasons
—theUSagreeing to share part of theloot;
second, the EU’s own serious problems.
Assoon asBush took power for the second
term hisfirst task was a high profiletrip to
Europe; here, instead of his earlier
aggressive posture he took on a more
conciliatory role and gave to France and
Germany a part of the contracts earlier
denied. But moreimportantly itisthe EU’s
own crisis that has prevented assertion
against itsmain economicrival. It not only
faced a second year of stagnation in its
economy, itsattempt to consolidatethe EU
failed when two of the major countries —
France and The Netherlands — voted
against the new EU Constitution. The
divisionswerefurther aggravated with the
coming to power in Germany of amore pro-
US Chancellor (Christian Democrat). So
temporarily the contention between these
two major imperialist centres has somewhat
subdued, though conflictsin the sphere of
trade continue to be as acute.

But the situation with the other
imperialist power — Russia — is exactly
the opposite. With its economy reviving
and its wielding of oil/gas power, it has
sought anew assertion, particularly against

the US and itsambitionsin its backyardin
the erstwhile Soviet countries. In Central
Asiathe US has faced a set-back over the
last year with Russia (together with China)
re-asserting its influence in the region. In
spite of it huge effortsinfomenting “ velvet
revolutions” (in Georgia, Ukraine and
Kyrgystan) through massive amounts of
NGO funds pumped in, it is now on the
retreat. Ironically after 9/11 US sought to
oust Russia from the region utilising the
servicesof Karimov of Uzbekistan, itisnow
he, at Russian behest, who is leading the
offensiveto throw the US out of theregion.
After 9/11theUSformedthe CACO (Centra
Asian Cooperation Organisation) with four
countriesled by Uzbekistanandin just the
one year of 2002 the US pumped in $1
billion into the region. In a further bid to
isolate Russia it formed the GUUAM
alliance of five Central Asian countries.
But the process began to be reversed
during the last year or two. In April 2005
Uzbekistan withdrew from GUUAM.
Though the seeds for this reversal began
in about 2003 itself, it has taken a serious
turn during 2005. In addition, to counter
the US backed Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan oil
pipeline, Russiasigned a $677 million deal
with Bulgaria and Greece to build atrans-
Balkan pipeline to take 35 mt of Russian
and Kazakh oil to the Mediterranean. In
June 05 Karimov (president of Uzbekistan)
accused the US of stirring trouble in the
region and in the same month he signed a
defence pact with Russia. On July 29"
Uzbekistan told the US to get rid of its
airbase within 180 days. Earlier, on July 2
the Presidents of Russiaand Chinaat their
Summit in Moscow, issued a declaration
on the “World Order in the 21% Century”.
Three days after the Summit, at a meeting
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation,
leaders of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tagjikistan joined the two
in rejecting “attempts at monopoly and
domination in international affairs’. The
SCO called on the US to set adeadline for
thewithdrawal of itsbasesfromtheregion
“now that the anti-terror campaign in
Afghanistan is coming to an end”. On
August 18" Russia and China began the
first ever military exerciseinvolving 10,000
troops from the navy, air force, army and
paratroopers. This was watched over by
the defence ministers of both countries.
Putin’ spro-active policy in Central Asia

helped Moscow consolidate its hold over
oil and gas flows in the region — which
was eagerly sought by the US. Gazprom
sealed a mega deal with Turkmeinistan to
buy all itsgasexports. LUK oil signed a$930
million deal todevelop 250 billion cu meters
gasfieldin Uzbekistan and Gazprom signed
a$1.5billion 45-year deal to exploit thegas
of Uzbekistan. Asmuch as 70% of the oil of
Kazakhstan is pumped through Russia.
Besides, Europe is to a large extent
dependent for itsenergy sourceson Russia.
36% of Western Europeand 50% of Central
Europeisdependent on Russian Gas. Over
and above this, in Sept.05 Gazprom and
Germany signed amega$ 5 billion deal for
agaspipelineto Germany. Therouteof the
pipeline bypasses the pro-US countries of
Ukraine and Poland.

Russiahasalso returned asakey player
inWest Asia. Also, Russiaismaking gains
inthe Arab world. On 30th June 05 Russia
was unanimously accepted as an observer
state to the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC). Thiswas granted asan
exception to OIC rules and not granted to
any other country. In recent years Russia
has built close relations with Israel while
continuing itsrelationswiththe Arabworld.
It hasal so re-built extensivetieswith Egypt
and Saudi Arabia. Not surprisingly both
Russiaand Chinahave deep economicties
with Iran — Russiain the devel opment of
its nuclear energy and Chinain its oil and
gasproduction!!! Thishasimplicationson
the geo-politics of the Middle East.

Recently Russia and China have built
closer tiesin their international contention
with the other imperialist powers. Russian
imperialism is once again becoming an
important contender in the imperialist
scramble. The boom in oil prices has to
some extent facilitated this, givenits huge
reserves. It hasalso used thisasaweapon,
aswhenit cut off thesuppliestothe Ukraine
and asked the country to quadruple the
price overnight.

Meanwhile the US is seeking to
consolidatethe Eurasiablock. In December
last year it signed a “historic military
access agreement” with Romania to
establish four military bases in the Black
Seaarea. |n the same month it also floated
the new regional grouping entitled
Community for Democratic Choice (CDC).
This comprises nine countries from the
Balkans, Baltic and the Black sea regions.
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The conclave on Dec 2 05 at Kiev was
attended by the presidents of the Ukraine,
Georgia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia,
Romania, Moldova, Sloveniaand Macedo-
nia, apart from del egationsfrom Azerbaijan,
the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland,
and observers from the US. Its main plank
is anti-Russia and interestingly both
Germany and Turkey have been kept out.
So, contention proceeds apace
amongst theimperialist powers. Of course,
asyet, nonearewilling or ableto stand up
when the US flexes its military muscle.

(if) Bogged Down in West Asia

In the Middle East & Afghanistan the
USisstuck in the qguagmire of the Iraq and
Afghan wars. The resistance to US
occupation continuesto intensify and the
number of body-bags returning homefrom
Irag continuestoincrease. Thereisincreas-
ing opposition to the war in the US itself,
which took aquantum leap with the mother
of akilled soldier going on adharnaagainst
Bush. In Afghanistan US control does not
extend beyond Kabul, making pipeline
transport of oil and gasfrom Central Asiaa
near impossible task. Of course Israel
continuesto act asitsfront-paw of theUS
intheMiddle-East region and the so-called
withdrawal of settlers from the Gaza strip
was nothing but a ruse to entrench itself
even further in theregion. Gaza, that hasa
population of 1.4 million Palestinians, and
the 8,000 settlers (there are 4 lakh settlers
inthe West Bank) wasexpensiveto sustain,
so a pull out was more feasible — each
settler hasbeen re-settled at ahuge cost of
$ 1 million per family and Gazaturnedinto a
Bantustan encircled in every way by the
Israelis. A media hoax was enacted to give
the impression of resistance from those
settlers. But, here too from seeking a total
puppet to run the PA (Palestinian
Authority), it has resulted in the Hamas
coming to power. The US and Israel is
threatening all and sundry to not recognise
the new government; but even the servile
Egypt government refused to bow to US
dictates on this question. To make them
bend Israel cut off giving thetax payments
amounting to $50 million per month to,
starve the PA into compliance; but the EU
made a specia payment to the PA to tide
them over the next month (March 2006),
after which the Hamasis supposed to take
power. Ofcourse, their aim is to pacify the
Hamas and bring them into the peaceful

‘mainstream’.

Iran has become the new flash pointin
West Asia. A missileattack onlran, without
commitment of ground troops has been an
important US plan sincethelast two years.
In Jan 2003 itself Bush signed the
CONPLAN 8022-02, which envisages the
use of air power and does not precludethe
deployment of earth penetrating “mini
nukes” to target underground sites. In the
summer of 2005 Rumsfeld approved atop
secret “InterimGlobal SrikeAlert Order”
under which the US Strategic Command,
which at onetimefocused on nuclear forces
alone, has been ordered to maintain round-
the-clock readiness. Thoughthe EU-3were
first negotiating with Iran, it now istotally
following the US dictat. In the latest vote
torefer it to the UN Security Council even
Russiaand Chinahesitantly fell inline. But
action will not be that easy as not only
Russia and China are heavily involved in
Iran, but also Japan has huge investments
thereand getsalargepart of itsoil supplies
from Iran. Besides, an attack on Iran will
further push up oil priceswhichwill hit the
world economy badly.

So the US is getting more and more
bogged down in West Asia which is be-
coming a noose around its neck.

(iii) Being Eased Out of L atin America

In its very backyard of Latin America
the Free Trade Area of Americas (FTAA)
which was to materialize on Jan 1, 05
embracing 30 countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean, hasfailed to materialize
due to Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, and
Uruguay refusing to lift trade barriers. Not
only that, Chavez of Venezuela has gone
on an anti-US offensive suggesting aL atin
American alternative — A Bolivarian
Alternative of Americas. He has already
floated two projects — the Petrosur and
the Telesur. The Petrosur will bring together
all state run oil companies of the region
(Venezuelais the 8" largest oil-producing
country in the world). Also Venezuela,
Uruguay, Argentina, and Cubahavejoined
handstoset upaTV station, Telesur. This
will haveastrategic alliancewith Al Jazeera
and have on its board European big-wigs
likeLeMondeDiplomatiqueeditor (France),
Tariq Ali (Britain) and others. Venezuela
also struck huge oil deals with Chinain
August 2005.

Frustrated in its attempts to form the
FTAA the US finally formed a pathetic

CAFTA (Central American Free trade
Agreement) in June this year with the five
tiny banana republics of Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua.

Already, in recent elections anti-US
governments (to varying degrees) have
been voted to powering country after
country; particularly Venezuela (besides
Cuba) has been taking an openly hostile
approach to the Bush regime. Bolivia too
€lected a candidate who has been anti-US.
More than that, for the first time in the
history of the OAS (Organisation of
American States) — a virtual CIA outfit,
60% of whose fund come from the US —
has elected a secretary general against US
wishes. The victor, Isulza from Chile, has
been an outspoken critique of the US war
in Irag. The OAS has been an instrument
of implementing the infamous Monroe
Doctrine under which the US maintained
the right to interfere in the affairs of the
neighbouring countries.

The US is therefore facing serious
problemsin its once safe backyard.

(iv) Africa— land of Carpetbaggers

In Africathe scramblefor control of the
rich resourcesisgetting moreintense. The
so called writing off the dept of the poorest
18 countries at the last G-8 meeting issaid
to be the signal for a new scramble for
control of Africa as it comes with strict
measures of economic reforms to be
monitored by the World Bank under itsnew
megalomaniac president, Paul Wolfowitz.
Inthisscramble Chinatoo hasgot involved.
Chinaeffectively entered the new scramble
for Africain 1996 - 1997, when it signed a
major oil agreement with the government
of Sudan. China accelerated the scramble
game in December 2003 when it cancelled
al the debts owed it by the neo-colonial
regimesof Africa. Thisunilateral move, plus
other promises issued by the Chinese
regime to open its markets to preferential
trade with 34 African countries, combined
with the pressure exerted from the
reparations and debt relief movements
forced thewesternimperialiststo makethis
publicrelationsmanoeuvreand restructure
Africa’ s debts.

Africa continues to be a land of the
carpetbaggers with business mafia
plundering it as in the dark ages. In this
therearevarious militiafactionsbacked by
European and US powers fighting for
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control and domination over itsrich mineral
resources. M ost countriesof the continent
continueto beravaged in thisway through
internecine wars.

(v) Asia: The China Obsession

In Asia the US is growing more
paranoiac of China's growing influence.
Here, the US haswon somediplomatic gain
with the drawing in of India deeper into
their geo-political axis. In this region the
US has a number of faithfuls in Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, Philippines,
Pakistan and now a deepening strategic
partnership with India. Indiais not only a
very important market for its goods, it is
also an important economic base for its
marketsin theentireregion. Also givenits
size it has become a key aspect of the US
geo-political plans in the region of
domination and a counter to China. With
China it has a love-hate relation. On the
one hand, intheimmediate sense, the huge
Chinese market is of great importance for
theUSinthisperiod of crisis. Onthe other
the Chinese economic growth is
threatening US markets throughout the
world. Thebid of the Chinese oil company
to take over the key US oil manufacturer,
Unocol, in June 05, is an indication of
Chinese growing economic clout. Unocol
hasbeen akey playerinall thetroublespots
of theworld dealing with the Burmesejunta,
the Taliban, etc. A Unocol consultant,
Zalmay Khalilzad, wasthe US ambassador
to Afghanistan for 18 months and is now
ambassador to Irag. Not surprisingly the
US government blocked the deal, though
China was the highest bidder. In US
imperialism’ sgeo-political strategy for Asia,
Indiawill haveanimportant role, particularly
given its servile ruling classes. But here
too Chinaisgiving it astrong fight.

(vi) USimperialism’sfractured claws

drawsBlood

So, al over the world, though the US
seeks domination it is facing serious
problems. Themoreitispushedtothewall,
the morefierce and aggressiveit gets. The
appointment of leading neo-conservatives
to international bodies, in the face of
massive opposition, is an indication of its
aggressive plans for the future. The US
deputy secretary of defence and one of the
chief architects of thewars of extermination
in Irag, Afghanistan, etc and aggressively
pro-lsrael, Paul Wolfowitz, has been made

President of the World Bank. And John
Bolton, arabid UN-basher, has been made
the US's permanent representative to the
UN, inspite of vehement opposition from
the US senate itself. Hisfirst job has been
to proposethetotal rehauling of the UN to
make it more servile to US interests.

It is clear from all the above that the
US’'s war-mongering and aggressive
policies will become more ruthless,
desperate and arbitrary in the future. The
moreitispushedtothewall, themorevicious
it will become. And as the crisis deepens
the contention between the imperialist
powers is bound to grow, particularly
amongst the US, Russiaand Europe. Inthe
coming year mgjor re-alignments will take
placeintherelation of thereactionary forces
theworld over, withthe US stumbling along
on new military adventures. Meanwhile
fascist forces are growing in all countries
actively being promoted by the ruling
classes. The new flash pointis Iran.

But the people of the world are not
takingthislightly and there hasbeen arise
in the mass movements throughout the
world.

People' sResistance

Though the anti-war and anti-
globalisation movement which peaked in
2003 has been at alower level due to the
politics of the social democrats and the
NGOsthat lead it, it has not died out. The
militant street clashesin Australialast year
during an imperialist meet against the
involvement of the Australian government
in the Irag war are an indication of the
continuing resentment. Such outburstsare
taking place regularly throughout most
countriesof theworld, though on asmaller
scale. In the US the sentiments for the
withdrawal of troopsfrom Irag hasreached
levels seen during the Vietnam War. Now
the majority of the people are against the
war inlrag.

Besides this there was an upsurge in
the working class movements, particularly
in Europe, Russiaand even in rural China.

Inthe devel oped countriesthe biggest
conflagration was in France which burned
for nearly a month. Pent up anger of the
black immigrants exploded in over 20 days
of violence, resulting in the burning of
10,000 vehicles and destruction of alarge
number of public buildings. Never, since
1968 has France seen such an outburst of
people’s protest as occurred in October

2005. But thisisnot all; intheearlier part of
theyear France witnessed massiveworkers
and student actions. In February last year
a strike wave swept entire France. Over
three lakh workers demonstrated against
the government’s plan to extend the
working hour week. Intotal 3,21,000 people
joined 140 demonstrations across France.
On February 5, some 500,000 people
demonstrated across France, workers and
students held industrial actions and
protests earlier that week in the run-up to
the general strike. On 8" March, between
165,000 to 200,000 studentshel d nationwide
demonstrations, protesting against the
reformsto the curriculum at universitiesand
secondary schools. In Parispoliceusedtear
gas against students in an attempt to
disperse the protest. So, it was an all
embracing strike. Same could be said about
thestrikein France on 14" May 2003 which
witnessed the greatest workers’
mobilisation since the mass strike
movement of 1995.

In Germany the massive strikes at the
Opel (General Motors) plant last October
was accompanied by working classstrikes
in a number of other MNC companies. In
March 2005 there was the march on Berlin.
During the last couple of years people of
Italy have been intheforefront not only in
the anti-war movement but also in taking
direct working class actions. There were a
number of strikes in different sectors like
textile, steel etc. but the most important one
was the nation-wide strike on 18-03-05 in
which millions of public service workers
took part. Reportsmentioned that members
of the General Confederation of the L abour
Union paraded their flags in Rome. This
solid action forced the negotiationsto start,
and finally in May 05, a pay increase of
5.01% was agreed upon. Britain witnessed
massivestrike activity last year throughout
February and March against the huge cuts
inpensions. Inthe USA tensof thousands
of workers have either threatened to go on
strike or have gone on strike. This is
because the corporations have tried to
reduce the impact of the current economic
crisis by firing workers, reducing salaries
and benefits, freezing wages or
outsourcing jobs to other countries.

InJanuary last year militant demonstra-
tionsstruck Russiaafter the government’s
new legislations to cut welfare measures
particularly of pensionersand government
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employees. Road and rail blocks, occupa-
tion of government buildings were accom-
panied by student protests and tacit sup-
port from sections of the army and police.
In Chinatoo the last two years have wit-
nessed growing unrest, on ascale not yet
seen in the country. The Chinese govern-
ment itself admitted that there were 74,000
massdemonstrationsand riotsduring 2004.
There have also been incidences of people
openly calling for the restoration of the
earliest Maoi st system and condemning the
present capitalist rulers as betrayers of
Mao. They have boldly faced prison sen-
tences.

In the backward countries there has
particularly been asurge of anti-imperialist
movements throughout Latin America,
particularly targeted at US imperialism. As
they do not have any revolutionary focus
these movements have only led to the
displacement of one government after
another, with anti-US governments in
power in six countries. Particularly strong
have been the movements in Bolivia,
Venezuela, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay
and the continuing armed struggle in
Columbia. Alsotheextrememarginalization
of the populace in most countries has
resulted inastrong anti-imperialist Muslim
backlash all around the world. They have
been the focus of Christian and Hindu
fundamentalist, as also racist/communal
attacks and humiliation throughout the
world. Due to the lack of a militant
communist alternative the masses have
turned to those in the battle against the
oppressors — the fundamentalists. This
type of opposition is also convenient for
the imperialists and reactionaries as it is
easily contained and it hel psthem fuel their
own fascist and racist propaganda.

But, at the forefront of the anti-
imperialist movement of the world have
been those led by the Maoists in Nepal,
Philippines, India, Turkey and Peru. In spite
of brutal attacks they continue to survive
and grow. In the forefront of these
movements is the people’s war in Nepal.
Withapowerful people sarmy theMaoists
of Nepal have been hitting consistent blows
on the monarchy. Today, around 70% of
the country isin the hands of the Maoists
of Nepal. In India the merger of the two
major Maoist forces has led to a quantum
leap in their striking capacity which has
been witnessed in the course of the past

one-and-a-half years, since the merger.

So, though the movements against
imperialism and reaction worldwide are
growing, the one serious and continuing
weakness in the prevailing excellent
situation is the weakness of the genuine
proletarian forces. Though there has been
a small growth in Maoist forces this has
beeninsignificant, relativeto the potential.
In most of the developed countries the
Maoist forces are miniscule and many ina
right reformist tendency. In most of Latin
America and Africathe Maoist forces are
yet to regain their initiative. Only in Asia
(that too only Nepal, Philippinesand India)
there has been some growth, and here too
the historic movements of Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia, Burma, Bangladesh,
etc are yet to revive.

A revival of the genuine communist
forcesof theworld will leadto aqualitative
leap in the forces aligned against
imperialism worldwide. Whileintensifying
theanti-imperiaist struggleworldwideitis
the revival of the genuine communist
forcesintheworld which alonewill beable
to effectively lead the masses against the
oncoming vicious fascist and brutal
repression.

Domestic Situation

Two factsstand out in thetwo years of
UPA rule: first the blinding speed of
implementation of the polices of opening
up to imperialism, particularly the US;
second, increasing fascist terror on all
dissent, while particularly targeting the
Maoists. Both are, of course complimen-
tary, as opening up the economy requires
brutal attacks on the people’s living
standards, and the resulting discontent has
to be pacified to make India a profitable
hunting ground for the imperialist sharks
and their comprador hangers on. Both
these are nothing but a continuation of the
policiesof theearlier NDA government. In
thisthereisbasically no difference between
the two, notwithstanding the presence of
the CPI/CPM in the present government.
The CPM’s main role as Congress
collaborator, isto diffuse anger by a show
of mock dissent against UPA policies and
torushto hot-spots (as Rajasthan, Gurgaon,
Gohana, withdrawal of the airport/railway
strikes, etc) to somehow pacify the people,
divert their attention, diffusetheir militancy
and, as a by-product, seek some more
votes.

All the ruling class parties have a
common approach of falling at the feet of
the imperialists, particularly the US,
implement the policies they dictate, no
matter how horrifying itsimpact onthelives
of the people, and suppress by bruteforce
and fascist measures the people's
discontent. Only in the latter the methods
they adopt may slightly differ — the BJP
gang usethe Hindutvacommunal card with
crude and open terror; the Congress, with
its decades of experience in ruling the
country, ismore sophisticated in using the
instruments of terror, which are often even
more cruel; and the CPM covers its terror
tacticsin‘ progressive’ rhetoricBengdl style.
Also in choosing their imperialist masters
the CPI/CPM tilt a bit towards the other
imperialist powerslike Russia, Europe and
Japan, whilebalancingwiththe US. But the
central policy is of greater and greater
capitulation toimperiaism, and particularly
the US. The Manmohan Singh’s govern-
ment military agreements with the US, its
deepening economic and political ties, its
greater pro-USrolein international forums
asonthel AEA voteagainst Iran, etc areall
indications of the Indian rulerslicking the
US geo-political boot. Besides, the major
comprador big bourgeois houses, like
Reliance, Tata, Birla, etc, the bulk of the
powerful NRI gang and theentireInfoTech
sector, are deeply tied to the US/British
bandwagon.

What we find is therefore atightening
imperialist noose around the country’s
necks having a disastrous impact on the
lives of the masses. The country’ s growth
patternisgeared to thefattening of thetop
one percent of the country’s population
(about 10 million) whichitself islarger than
most countries of the world. The rest are
totally expendable even if they starve and
die, the existing system could not care as
they arenot asignificant part of their market
calculations. According to their own
calculation (a survey done by Technopak
and reported in the Economic Times on
Feb.20 2006) there are 1.6 million
households who spend a minimum of Rs.4
lakhs per annum on luxury items (not
including expenditure on services like
hotels, tourism, travel, etc) —i.e. aminimum
of Rs.64,000 crores(or $ 15 billion) per yesr;
and if oneincludes servicesit would beto
the tune of Rs.1 lakh crores ($ 22 hillion)
per year — and this number they plan to
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double by the year 2010. This 1.6 million
households or population of about 8 million
is less than 1% of the population of the
country and just their expenditure on luxury
goods and services amountsto over 5% of
the country’s GDP.

Sotheentireruling class' spolicy isto
increase the purchasing power of this
section (and increasing their numbers) by
increased impoverishment of the country.
So cut subsidies and welfare measures for
the poor and middl e classes, raisetaxeson
the middle classes, reduce expenditure on
rural development, etc, while at the same
timeincrease subsidiesand tax cutsfor the
rich and big business. In just one budget
of 2002 Rs.11,000 crores was gifted in this
way to the rich. The same policies are
followed in every budget including the
latest. And as the imperialist stranglehold
on the country tightens such polices
become more fierce, more blatant, more
crude; and any attempt to oppose it is
crushed by brute force.

Theresult of such policies can be seen
by the extent of the imperialist control that
aready exists.

The Imperialist Onsaught

Hardly a day passes when thereis not
areport of atakeover of some company or
the other by foreign capital. Thistakeover
is taking place in two ways: Firstly it is
through FlIs (Foreign Institutional
Investments), where these Flls are
systematically buying up the companieshby
purchasing their share capital. Thisisbeing
facilitated by the government relaxing the
laws to allow the open entry of Flisin all
sectors. The second is by the direct MNC
penetration through the FDI (Fixed Direct
Investment) route. These giantsthemselves
buy up companies, either by purchasing
existing ones, or by ousting their partner in
joint ventures. In addition new MNC
investments come in on a large scale like
Enron and now the giant steel plant Posco
and in other spheres of the infrastructure.

The extent of FIl penetration has
reached such levelsthat today the FIIshave
displaced the FIs (Indian Financial
Institutionslike UTI, LIC, IDBI, etc) inthe
guantum of capital they control inindustry.
While Flls hold 18% of the share capital
the FIs hold a mere 7% today { Economic
Times May 11, 05}. And the FII rate of
increase is rapid, particularly in some
sectors like the banks. Normally a 26%

stake is sufficient to be in control of the
company. All government and RBI rulesare
being changed to facilitate thesetakeovers.
A host of big companiesalready have well
over this26% foreign capital — like HDFC,
Satyam Computers, Infosys, ICICI Bank,
Zee, NIIT, Gujarat Ambujam Cement, etc—
where the imperialists dictate the terms.

Besides this the MNC takeovers are
proceeding at breakneck speed, facilitated
by government policy and encouragement
at both Central and State level. Here too
not a day passes without some MNC or
the other either ousting their Indian partner
or increasing their stakeinthejoint venture.
In thisway the entire cement industry has
been virtually taken over in just the last
year. A similar situation is to be seen in
mining, electricity, pharmaceuticals,
infrastructure and nearly all sectors of the
economy — and thisisnot just in consumer
products which is already near-fully in
MNC hands. Now the UPA government is
pushing for the takeover of Indian banks,
telecom, real estate, airports, retail business
at afast pace. Already 74% foreign capital
has been allowed into banks, telecom,
construction and it isamatter of time before
they allow it in the other sectors. The PM
said recently there is need to take bold
steps. And CPM chief of West Bengal said
that we cannot stay in the old time-warp.
Both sing the same tune. No wonder there
hasbeen aspate of what arecalled Mergers
and Acquisitionsin the period of UPA rule
— in India these are mostly acquisitions
by foreign companies of local ones. The
value of these acquisitionsin theyear 2004
nearly doubled over the previousyear to $
7.5 billion and in the last year it has
increased even further.

Besides all this the most pernicious
onslaught in the past year or two isin the
sphere of mining. Just the three states of
Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhathisgarh have
signed MoUs of about Rs.4 lakh crores
(about $ 90 hillion) for iron ore mining and
steel production. Huge contractshave also
been signed for bauxite. The companies
involved are primarily the big compradors
— Tatas, Jindals, Ruias, etc— and MNCs.
Thisis set to create mass displacement of
forest dwellers, primarily tribals.

Infact today the entireeconomy isbeing
geared to dependence on imperialism by
making it import-export oriented. Not only
isthisdetrimental to theindigenousgrowth

and overall health of the economy, but it
has been generating huge trade deficits, as
exports far exceed imports. Last year the
tradedeficit (excessof importsover exports)
has been growing at the rate of about $4
billion per month, which amounted to a
gigantic figure of roughly $ 50 billion by
the end of the year. This huge Rs. 2 lakh
crores of a trade deficit, can at any time
lead to abalance of payment crisis (where
thereisnoforeign exchangeto pay interest
on the foreign debt) as the external debt
hasitself risen by asmuch as 10% last year
to a gigantic $123 hillion, entailing ever-
increasing interest payments. The large
foreign exchange reserves are nothing but
hot money of theforeign investorsand the
NRIs that can be taken out at a moment’s
notice.

To facilitate the tightening imperialist
grip on the economy the UPA government
is changing the basic laws of the land at
the dictates of their masters. VAT was
brought infor thispurposeearlier thisyear.
Then the New Patents Act was brought in
onJan.105asper WTO instructions. Then
camethe Seed Bill. Now thereisthe Special
Economic ZoneBill, 2005 which treats such
zones as outside the territorial jurisdiction
of Indian Customs and grants exemption
fromall central taxesand labour laws. There
is not asingle sphere of the economy that
is remaining untouched with the state
governments acting in similar fashion to
the Centre. Particularly in this year there
has been a huge jump in the sale of raw
material wealth to the imperialists with the
signing of contracts for iron ore, steel,
aluminum (bauxite), coal, and many other
mineral resources of the country. Not only
thiseven the country’ swater isbeing sold
to them at arapid pace asindicated by the
fraudulent dealsby the Delhi Chief Minister
to sell the assets of the Delhi Jal Board
cheap.

Whileall imperialistsare competing for
acutinthelndian cakeitisthe USthat are
in the lead. Ofcourse others like Russia,
France, Japan, etc are all making agrab and
competing. The visit of the French
president just afew days before the Bush
visitisanindication of theintense scramble
for the Indian market. Particularly the rush
for the new multi-billion dollar nuclear
market being opened upisstiffly competed
for by the US, France and Russia. Russia
continuesto havelarge military dealswith
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India. Over the last three decades the EU
has given over Rs. 10,000 crores for
economic and developmental projectsin
India. The EU is working with about 120
NGOsin sectorslike health and education
inabigway involving 65 million euro. And
inspiteof alot of arm-twisting by theUSin
favour of Boeing the govt. signed a huge
deal for 43 aircraft for | A worth $2.2 billion;
while signing an even bigger deal with
Boeing. Many deal s have al so been struck
with France, particularly in defence. The
I'ran pipelineissue has al so becomeamajor
focus of contention with the pro-Moscow
section of the rulers pushing for it and the
USvigorously opposing it. So, contention
continues, but it is the US that has the
upper-hand.

Over the last few months the US has
significantly tightened its grip over the
economics, politics and the military of the
country. This process took agigantic leap
withthevisit of thedefence minister, Pranab
Mukherjeeto the USin end June last year
and immediately followed by that of the
Prime Minister in mid-July.

The Defence agreement is for aperiod
of 10 years and binds the Indian armed
forces in various ways to US military
interests. It acts to facilitate US military
intervention within the country (to
supposedly combat terrorism) and utilize
the Indian armed forces as cannon fodder
for the US's geo-political interests
throughout the world, and particularly in
Asia. TheUSopenly statesthat USmilitary
officials are “candid in their plans to
eventually seek accessto Indian basesand
military infrastructure.”

Then, during Manmohan Singh’ s visit
the agreements signed were all-
encompassing. They covered such
strategic areasas nuclear and geo-political,
asalsoinindustry and finance, agriculture
and even education. InManmohan Singh’s
high-flying visit he was not only
accompanied by most top ministersbut also
chiefs of business houses and top
bureaucrats. For the first time ever top
business houses were part of the official
del egation of the PM comprising themajor
chiefs of the comprador big bourgeois
houseslike, Ambani, Tata, Narayan Murty,
Premji, Birla, etc. For the first time ever a
CEO (the heads of these business empires
are called Chief Executive Officers) Forum
has been formed comprising ten CEOsfrom

Indian and US big business each. The
purpose of this Forumisclear: to facilitate
the greater flow of USinvestment in India
and tightening the stranglehold of US
finance capital over the Indian economy.
After thisvisit UScompaniesin Indiahave
got over-active, with the US Chamber of
Commercedemanding further liberaization
of the FDI regime to increase US FDI in
India from the present $16 billion to $50
billion.

The Bush visit (see article in issue)
further pushed the Indian ruling classes
into the US strategic plans through the
signing a host of agreements. Particularly
the humiliating nuclear agreement was
pushed through after alot of arm-twisting
of the top brass of the atomic scientific
community by the PMO. Besidesimportant
agreementsweresigned on defence, energy
agriculture, science and technology, etc
throwing open the country to even greater
loot by the US multinationals. To help this
process Bush was accompanied by 50
headsof USTNCs. Withthehigh-level CEO
Forum comprising heads of Indian big
business (chaired by Tata) and US TNCs
the compradors of the country have been
more tightly bound by to the US
bandwagon. Not only that during thisvisit
the servile Indian rulers agreed to further
USstrategicinterestsworldwide (asin Iran
pr the WTO) in the name of promoting
‘democracy’ worldwide and prising open
other markets for US interests. Whether
Vgjpayee or Manmohanin India, or Clinton
or Bush in the US the policies have been
the same. Thistime the snub meted out to
Pakistan by Bush was even more
humiliating than the when Clinton went
there. Indiais slowly developing into the
Israel of Asia, with the aim of using it to
push USinterestsintheregion, useitasa
militarist power to crush revolutionary and
nationality movements, and with thelong-
term aim of containing China.

Besides the Indian rulers, with US
backing, are pushing their expansionist
ambitions in the region. India is the
launching pad for most imperialist countries
from where it seeks to conquer the entire
South Asian market. India’ scomprador big
bourgeoisie also has always had its dirty
eye on entire South Asia. So the two’'s
intereststieup. Infact during the past year
most MNCs have begun appointing CEOs
not merely to look after Indian operations,

as in the past, but for entire South Asia.
Besidesthe USisvery much seekingtotie
India into its military ambitions in the
region, particularly as a potential counter
to China. For that reason in order to flex its
expansionist muscles in the region the
Indian government hasbeen on aspreefor
purchase of weapons.

In 2004 India became the largest
importer of arms in the world. This
amounted to a huge $ 6 billion worth of
arms. Massivedea swerestruck particularly
with Russia (for the $1.5 billion Aircraft
Carrier), with Europe for the $1.8 billion 66
Advanced Jet Trainers and with Israel of
$2.2 hillion which included the unmanned
spy jets (Phalcon). And on top of al thisit
has now, Sept 05, gone and signed a
massive $3 hillion deal with France for
submarines. Such massive purchase of
sophisticated weaponry is only to serve
itsexpansionist needsparticularly in South
Asia It is also becoming more involved
internationally as atool of the imperialists
(particularly US) to suppress people’'s
movements and act as cannon fodder for
imperialist interests. In South Asia it has
aready taken Sri Lankain its grip through
numeroushumiliating trade agreementsand
military ‘assistance’. It utilized the T sunami
tragedy to further tighten thisgrip over the
country. It has supplied the government
with huge quantities of arms. In Bangla
Deshit hasassumed an aggressive posture,
provoking border clashes and dadagiri to
makeit giveapart of itslarge gasresources
to India. And against Pakistan it keeps
blowing hot and cold to get it to its knees
inorder toforceitto open upitsmarketsto
Indian goods. Bhutanisvirtually madeinto
another stateof Indiaandisforcedto sell it
large hydroelectric resources cheap to
India

So, in aword it can be said that the
imperialist onslaught on the country,
particularly that of the US, continues apace
with ever-fastening speed. The servile
Indian comprador ruling classes are
bending over backwardsto welcomethese
gangstersinto the country.

Growing People sMovements & Govt.
Onslaught

Never before in post-1947 India have
the Indian masses been so pauperized as
they have been by the present imperialist-
dictated polices of successive govern-
ments. In the new dispensation the
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government’s total neglect of agriculture
iscreating conditions similar to that which
existed during British rule. It has cut
investments to a fraction of what limited
amount was spent earlier; it hasreduce bank
credit pushing the rural population deeper
into thearms of the moneylender; it hasde
facto scrapped the PDS stopping cheap
graintothepoorest; itisvirtually scrapping
procurement pushing the peasantsintothe
arms of the trading sharks; it is cutting
expenditure on health pushing lakhsto their
death; itisraising pricesof water, electricity,
and all basic necessitiesimpoverishing the
masses even further. And now, over and
above this, mgjor plans are there to evict
lakhs from their habitat, with little
compensation. It amountsto avirtual cold-
blooded massacre of the already
impoverished. In the urban slums the
situation is no better with employment
opportunitiesgetting lessand less— except
of course for the English-speaking
computer-savy upper middle classes.

The rulers have turned the entire
countryside and urban ghettos into a hell
holewherelakhsaredying of sicknessand
hunger and thousands are committing
suicide out of desperation. Never beforein
the history of our country have suicides
reached such epidemiclevels. Such policies
are not merely callous, they are criminal,
genocidal and inhuman — they arenoless
than the actions of war criminals and the
underworld mafiadons. Infact they arefar
worse and require of punishment equal to
the magnitude of their crimes against
humanity. On top of this these criminals
are butchering in the most brutal way any
who dare to resist. Arrest, torture, disap-
pearances and killing in fake encounters
has become routine. Even ordinary trade
union strugglesarecrushed by bruteforce.
The judiciary has become of late into a
virtual extension of the police/magistrate
gang. Forget thethousandsinvolvedinthe
butchery of Muslimsin broad day light in
Gujarat (except theninerecently convicted),
evenordinary criminal actionsgo Scott free
if they involvethe powerful asinthe Jessica
Lal caseand hundredsmore. Inthissystem
even the limited democratic space has
ceased to exist, and peaceful resistance
cannot win it back as proposed by many
liberals and the NGOs.

What ismore, though fascist Hindutva
is temporarily at alower level the age old

castedivisionsand discrimination continue
as part of this oppressive system, with
attack on dalits being intensified. Upper
caste domination and elitism has been
magnified in this period of globalization
which marginalizes the oppressed even
more while pampering the elite. Dalit
assertionisbeing brutally put down by the
elite upper caste hierarchy with overt
support form the state machinery.

But the people are not taking this all
lying down; they arefighting back, though
the level of the struggle is no where near
what thesituation callsfor. Not only isthere
need to intensify the struggle to the level
to be able to reverse the policies but also
to be able to successfully beat back the
forcesof stateterror. Thisrequiresnot only
massive mass mobilization against ruling
classes but also sufficient people’ s armed
strength to crush the terror of the police/
para-military/army/intelligence combine.
Themonster looksinvinciblebut it hasfeet
of clay.

First this monster is not united; they
aredeeply divided over squabblesover the
spails. Infact asthe economic crisisincreas
es and the inter-imperialist contradictions
grow, this will magnify ten-fold. This can
be seen within all the political parties and
amongst them. They fight like dogsfor the
loot and for power. Thisinfighting weakens
them and makesthem easier targetsfor the
people’s movements. But, as yet they are
united against the people’'s movements
particularly thoseled by the Maoists. They
are united in their attacks on the people
and their repressive measures.

Itisnot just the Maoiststhat are being
targeted but particularly all people’'s
movements. Maoistsare being singled out
as they are the only force in the country
that havetheability to unleash an effective
struggle against all the above mentioned
policies. But the brutality with which the
governments have attacked the peasants
in Rajasthan and theworkersin Gurgaonis
aclear warning to the entire peasantry and
working classthat it will not tolerate even
the smallest protest. In Gurgaon the
administration and police acted like the
private army of a Japanese company. So
alsoin Orissathe policeand administration
act like the hired army of the mining
companies. The Orissa government has
even changed theforest lawsto be ableto
evict the tribals from the forests to allow

the compradorsand MNCsto | oot the vast
mineral wealth of the State.

Today, the judiciary, including the
highest courts work and give judgments
as merely and extended wing of the police.
The governments surreptitious passing of
the Code of Criminal Procedure
(Amendment) Bill, 2005 in end July and its
attemptsto bringin all the recommendations
of the Malimath Committee report will act
to institutionalize the changes already
taking place. The government also has
immediate plansfor drastic changesin the
labour laws. Also POTA continues in its
new avtar, and POTA victims, like the
Godhra Muslims the Naxalites of
Tamilnadu, etc continueto languishinjail.

The UPA has proved to be even more
ruthless than the NDA and having
experience of being rulers for generations
they have been systematically building up
the instruments of repression recruiting
massively, particularly to the para-military
forces which are being used for counter-
insurgency purposes.

What ismore, duringthelast six months,
having made the M aoi sts the number one
target of their wrath the new UPA
government with the CPI/CPM in tag, has
planned a systematic and long-term
strategy for counter-insurgency and
widespread terror in the country, in what
has come to be known as low-intensity
conflict. In successive meetings of Chief
Ministers, for thefirst timein the history of
the Maoist movement in India, a political
body with CMswasformed and the Home
Minister and the Defence Minister will
coordinate the decisionsand the operations
for thefirst time.

Over the past oneyear there have been
systematic meetings of Chief Ministers, top
policeofficias, all coordinated by theHome
Minister and even with theinvolvement of
the Defence Minister. There hasbeen huge
recruitment into the para —military and
massive induction of sophisticated
weaponry to crush the Maoists.

Similar preparations are taking place at
the State levels. Combining able persons
from all the forces like the Civil police,
Special state forces, Specia elite forces,
Paramilitary forces, as a main combatant
group isthe main form of state upgrading
at thisjuncturein AP, Chhathisgarh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Orissa, West
Bengal, Karnataka, UP, etc. Allotment of
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fundsto modernizetheseforcesisanother
important aspect, which the Centre and
State governments are adopting.

In June 2005 thereactionary forcesand
the state launched the as yet most brutal
attack against the Maoists of Bastar inthe
name of Jan Jagran/Salwa Judum. In
Vietnamese style they have launched a
murderous campaign on the masses
themselves that support the
revolutionaries. They have resorted to a
policy of burnall, loot al, destroy all. They
have burnt down 70 villages, murdered over
100 activists and ordinary villagers and
gang-raped 40 women. They have
destroyed the crops, looted the cattle and
other property, and put the people into
concentration campsalong thelines of the
Viethamese style strategic hamlets. The
terror there continues, led by the Congress
leader of the opposition with full support
from the BJP government of Chhathisgarh.

Similar Salwa Judum type structures
have been set upintheother statesaswell,
particularly Jharkhand and also West
Bengdl, etc.

In addition to all this vast funds are
being pumped in to wean the masses away
from the Maoists. A large amount of these
are coming from imperialist-funded
agencies, particularly the World Bank.
NGOs are being pushed into the areas and
huge schemes have been adopted to
supposedly ‘empower’ the poor. Self Help
groups are being set up inthe countryside
in lakhs. As Mao said, communists must
be like a fish in water, deeply integrated

with the masses. The purpose of these
schemes is to separate the fish from the
water in order tokill it. If themasslinksare
weak and if the people are not built into
solid organisationsand militiasat thegrass-
roots level and if consciousness is not
developed, the enemy can become
successful initsstrategy. Thisistheentire
strategy of LIC, utilising a combination of
repression and reform.

But thisterror hasnot cowed down the
people and the people have been fighting
back. There have been spontaneous
movements of the masses. Peasants,
workers, tribals, dalits, etc have all been
fighting back. The heroic battlein Kalinga
Nagar by tribals against their eviction by
the mining mafia is a clarion call for the
coming battles. In this battle which the
tribalsfought with bowsand arrows 12 were
martyred, but they continued their struggle
for a month. Here too the brutality of the
policewasbarbaric, cutting off their fingers
and destroying their private parts
(including that of women) beforethey were
killed. But thetribal swere so adamant that
it even forced Sonia Gandhi and the Home
Minister to go and try and pacify them.

But in the lead in the battle for change
in the country are the Maoists that have
gained strength by their unity and the
formation of the CPI (Maoist). They have
particularly been effectivein fighting back
the onslaught on them with stepped up
military actions. Sincetheunity themilitary
actions have surpassed earlier times. The
raid on the Girdhi armoury, the Jehanabad

jail break, the blowing up of the mine-proof
vehicle with 27 CRPF in Chhathisgarh are
just some of the notable actions. In Bastar
the vast masses have been mobilised in
militias and they have been hitting back at
the terror forces of the state. Lately the
seizure of explosivesfrom adump guarded
by armed CISF in Bastar and the wiping
out of about 10 of the Naga forces (who
have been in the forefront of the worst
terror campaigns) in the midst of the worst
possible repression in Bastar, is a sign of
the growing strength of the Maoists.
What is more the heroic struggles of
the Nepali people under the leadership of
the Maoi sts has advanced to to take control
70% of the country. Thisis a great hope
and inspiration not only for the people of
neighbouring India but also the world. So
also the Maoists movements are growing
in other parts of the world, particularly
Philippines, Turkey and Peru. Proletarian
revolutionary movements are also
advancing in other countries of the world.
OnthisMay Day, whiletaking stock of
the situation in India and the world, there
is utmost need for the proletarian/Maoist
forces to increase their strength amongst
the masses, intensify the armed struggle,
unitewith all progressiveforcesagainst the
common enemy and turn the tide against
theimperiaistsand al reaction —inIndia
and worldwide. The deepening world
crisis, and with it growing contradictions
within the enemy camp, throws up great
opportunitiesto advancetherevol utionary
movementsworldwideand in India. |,

Contd. from page 25

prisoners without trial for years without end, derives vicarious
pleasure as his mercenariesinflict cruel torture on hapless prisoners,
considers the UN Commission’s report regarding the conditions of | 1.
500-odd prisonersinthe hell-hole of Guantanamo Bay asunacceptable,
has become a crusa-der of freedom of expression and free press!! 2.

The CC, CPI(Maoist), calls upon the people of India to fight
shoulder to shoulder with their Muslim brethren against the sinister
designs of theimperialistsled by George Bushto whip up racist, anti-
Muslim sentiments, their attemptsto portray Islamwithterrorismand | 4
thereby achieve their aim of plundering the resources of the Islamic
countries through wars of aggression. It is only by waging
uncompromising war to wipe out the racist imperialist oppressors
and plunderers from the world that genuine democracy, freedom,
equality and self-respect of nations, religions and all communities

can be protected.

Central Committee, CPI(Maoist)
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Bird Hu Hype &the A gantic I ndi an Poul try Market

TVs, radios, newspapers screamed day-
and-night about the horrors of apandemic
of bird flu. For nearly afortnight this was
the main item and the scare beat even the
‘terrorist’ scare of the Varanasi bomb blast.
One TV channel, interviewing alady from
AP, said that her two relatives died
immediately after consuming eggs, while
they were perfectly fit earlier. A reputable
business magazine screamed on the cover
“50 million dead; is India Prepared’.
Immediately chicken and eggs were taken
off the menu of government offices, armed
forces, railways and even the parliament.
Paranoiawas spread acrossthe country (as
it has earlier been spread acrosstheworld)
of abird flu attack that could kill millions.
The same business magazine (Business &
Economy) said that it “could kill between
5t0 150 million human beingseven before
any control mechanismstartsto succeed”.

All thispropagandahasbeen agigantic
hoax. Not even one of the 95 patients who
were suspected to have the H5N1 virus
tested positivefor bird flu. Thechickenthat
died supposedly of bird flu was confined
to a small area of Navapur in Nandurbar
district of Maharashtra. Even thisisbeing
disputed by the NECC (National Egg
Coordination Committee). Chicken blood
samples first tested in a Pune laboratory
showed no strains of the H5N1 virus.
Finally it was ‘proven’ by alaboratory in
Bhopal; but mysteriously the samplesthat
weretobesenttoal ondon laboratory were
never followed up.

Most villagers know the dangers of
rearing chicken. Poultry farms have strict
hygiene conditions to prevent the attack
of the Ranikhet disease. Once hit by the
disease chickenontheentirefarmdieover-
night. Even entirevillageslose their entire
chicken dueto thisdisease. This hasbeen
going onfor years. Earlier thelocal strains
of chicken were more resistant to disease;
but with the onset of broilers they have
become more prone and the attacks more
regular. So the death of chicken in large
numbers need not bethe bird flu and could
be dueto thenormal Ranikhet disease. But
in the entire media hysteria it was barely
mentioned and made out such large
numbersof dead chicken couldonly bebird
flu. Thoughthe Agricultural minister agreed
to have fresh samplestested at two Indian
laboratories and one foreign one, thefinal

conclusion wasdrawn only from the Bhopal
tests.

Onehasto assessthe eventsand media
hype in the background of two very
important factors — the gigantic Indian
poultry market of Rs.35,000 crores, and the
aggressive pushing of thevaccineand drug
for bird flu monopolized by aUS pharmacy
company.

First the market! The US has been
desperateto enter the Indian poultry market
for long which is dominated by small
producers and the Rs.1,300 crore Pune-
based Venkateshwara Hatcheries. In the
early 1990sUSchickenwereall set to enter
the Indian market. It was said that these
hormone induce 5-8 kg chicken would be
sold as cheap as Rs.20 per kg. Thiswould
have wiped out avast section of the small
producer and depressed prices for the
ordinary farmer, most of whom who breed
some chicken. Finally it was stopped due
to strong opposition by the poultry produ-
cersinlndiaand particularly Venkateshwara
Hatcheries. Not surprisingly in this entire
episode Venkateshwara Hatcheries has
been targeted and accused while the
government has signed an agreement with
Bush to open up Indian markets for
agricultural goods and poultry.

TheNavapur poultry farmsweremostly
linked to VenkateshwaraHatcheries. There
are 52 registered farms here with 12 lakh
birds and another 100 unregistered ones.
Small farms have just 100 to 200 birds.
Navapur isthe second biggest poultry farm
industry after Pune and the mainstay of the
local economy. They employ over 5,000
workers. The government spree of
destruction did not distinguish between
infected farms and others and destroyed 3
lakh chicken and 6 lakh eggs. In the first
few days of the scare the poultry industry
suffered losses of over Rs.1,100 crores
mostly due to the countrywide scare and
al workers lost their employment. Having
successfully hit the industry and the vast
small producers it will help clear the path
for the entry of big US fowls.

Now if weturn to the US pharmamafia
we will find a big conspiracy to push the
drug. Firstly it must beknown that the HSN1
isthe deadliest of the 144 known strains of
the influenza A virus, most of which have
existed in harmless form in wild fowls for
centuries. It was probably introduced to

local poultry by migratory birds and
mutated in crowded poultry-rearing
conditions. The virus ONLY spreads to
humansthrough physical contact with the
infected birdsand their excreta— IT DOES
NOT SPREAD FROM HUMAN TO
HUMAN. That is why for all the massive
international mediahypetherehavebeena
mere 170 cases of bird flu worldwide and
just 92 deaths as of today.

The only antiviral drug is Tamiflu,
which itself isonly partialy effective with
dangerous side-effects. And the only
company that ownstherightsto thisdrug
is the California biotech company Gilead
Sciences. A mgjor stake holder in this
company isnoneother that the USdefence
Secretary Ronald Rumsfeld. According to
Fortune Rumsfeld holds a stake in of
around $25 million. In the last few months
thebird flu scare and the big purchases by
variousgovernments has pushed theshare
value up a massive 29%. This made the
Pentagon chief, already one of the richest
members of the Bush cabinet, wealthier by
atleast $ 1 million. Indiatoo hasstockpiled
10 lakh doses of Tamiflu.

Inacountry like Indiawhich has one of
the poorest public health care systemsin
the world with lakhs dying each year of
malaria, TB, diarrhea, etc (not to mention
starvation and suicide deaths) thisbird flu
scare where not even one person has died
is merely a media myth helping create the
proper atmosphere for the sale of US
pharma company drugs. In fact today the
health situation of the country has so
deteriorated that the number of poor who
do not seek treatment for financial reasons
has increased from 15 to 24% in the rura
areas and 10 to 21% in the urban areas in
the decade from 1986 to 1996.

The peopleof the country must vehem-
ently oppose the imperialist/comprador
scheming, and support the small producers
struggle against the entry of US poultry
into our country(which will also be
hazardousto public heath asit will contain
high doses of preservativesin order to be
able to sell after long transport time and
also contain large hormone content to fatten
it). We must al so expose the conspiracy of
these multinational pharmacompanieswho
are destroying our people with the help of
their Indian compradors in order to make

super-profits out of people’s suffering.
nn
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THE SAGA OF CLEMENCEAU—+IVES OF WORKERS AT RANSOM

— Rashmi

French President Jacques Chirac on 15
February ordered the decommissioned
French aircraft carrier Clemenceau back
home, after the country’ stop administrative
body ruled that the warship contained too
much asbestostolegally besenttoIndiafor
dismantling. The Clemenceau, which had
aready beenmoored outsideI ndianterritorial
waters as courts in India deliberated over
whethertoletitin, will now betowed back to
the French naval basein Brest, whereit will
remain until a solution is found for its
disposal.

Chirac announced the recall moments
after the French Conseil d’ Etat, the supreme
arbiter of the legality of government
decisions, cancelled the ship’s export
documents on the grounds that the vessel
contained more asbestos than previously
thought, andthat it thereforefell afoul of EU
lawsonindustrial waste. Hehasalso ordered
aninquiry into how much asbestosthevessel
contained — one of the main areas of
contention between the French government
and environmental groups. Asbestos trade
isregulated by the Basel Convention onthe
Control of Transboun-dary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.

The ship was halted en routeto Indiain
January, after an Indian Supreme Court
committee (SCMC) made an interim report
recommending that the ship not be allowed
to enter Indian waters. After the committee
returned a split final decision, with seven
membersinfavour of accepting theship under
strict conditionsand threerecommendingits
returnto France, the Supreme Court decided
on 13 February to create a new panel of
technical experts that would determine
whether the Clemenceau should be allowed
to enter the country. French gov-ernment
officials had suggested that France would
take the ship back if the Supreme Court
denied it permission to enter India.

The 27,300 tonne ship was headed
towards|ndiaafter Europehadturnedit back.
Theformer flagship of the French Navy had
come into service in 1961 and had
participated in most of the French Naval
operations. It spent 3,125 daysin atotal of
seven seas which, it had sailed aimost 50
times. More than 20,000 sailors had served
on board of this ship. The French Navy
placed the ship in special reserve after it
completed 36 yearsof serviceand later the
Frenchministry of defencedecommissioned
it. Sincethat timein 1997, the ship’ svoyage
has been mired in controversy and it has

been looking for ashipyard for dismantling.
Failing to find a shipyard in Europe willing
to take the decommissioned aircraft-carrier
for dismantling, theFrenchauthoritieschose
Alang on the Gujarat coast.

Countries such as India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh have developed massive
shipbreaking industries in which low-wage
workers, poorly equipped to prevent both
damageto themsel vesand the environment,
dismantle ships for scrap metal. The
Clemenceau had been purchased by an
Indian company, Shri RamV essel sScrap Pvt
Ltd. from the SDIC ( Ship Decommissioning
Industry Corporation), the Panama-
registered private company retained by the
French state to dispose of the ship.
Controversy over amount of toxin on board

The controversy surrounding the
Clemenceau, which left France on 31
December 2005, stemsfrom the presenceon
board of undetermined quantities of
hazardous materials, in particular asbestos,
that were not removed before its departure.

French authorities say that their
assessment had indi cated that 160 tonnes of
brittle asbestos were originally present on
theship. Thevessel wassent to French scrap
firm Technopure, which, according to the
French government that it had removed 115
tonnes of asbestos, leaving 45 tonnes on
board. However, the French Defence
Ministry subsequently announced that the
landfill charged with disposal of theremoved
waste had only provided documentation
accounting for 85 tonnes of asbestos. This
threw into question whether the full 115
tonnesweretaken out of the ship, or whether
30 tonnesremained in the Clemenceau over
and above the 45 tonnes that were
supposed to be on board. It isimportant to
take note of another fact—Technopure had
initially made a proposal to the SDIC for
decontaminating the ship for 6.3 million Euros
but subsequently at the request of the SDIC,
alessexpensiveproposal valued at 3 million
Euroswas submitted, accepted by the SDIC
and executed. Under the revised proposal
only certain parts of the ship were covered
for decontamination. The same company,
Technopure, told the Supreme Court
Monitoring Committee (SCMC) in January,
that a minimum of 500 tonnes of asbestos
contaminated materials were still on board
and much of this could and should have
been removed in France before sendingit to
bebrokeninIndia. Technopurealso said that
it had removed 70 tonnesof thematerial from
the ship for which it has proof from the

landfill but alot morethan 115 tonnes could
have been removed without damaging the
structure or the seaworthiness of the ship.
Furthermore, environmental group Green-
peace and several scientists suggest that
there may be more asbestos on board than
the 160 tonnesidentified during the prelimi-
nary assessment. They say that the true
amount of asbestos on the ship could have
been as high as 500 tonnes.

Itisalso possiblethat other carcinogenic
hazardous wastes, including polychloric
biphenyls (PCBs), are present on the ship.
ANnNGO Basdl Action Network (BAN) used
a comparable US vessel to argue that the
Clemenceau likely contained a high amount
of material contaminated with PCBs. It also
suggested that the transfer of the ship to
IndiaviolatedtheBasel Convention’ sstipula-
tion forbidding signatories to undertake
transboundary shipments of hazardous
waste without assurances that the
destination facility meets its definition of
environmentally sound management.

Further proof that Clemenceauisand has
been atoxic ship was given by sailors and
mechanics who served on it. They now
suffer fromasbestoisand variousrespiratory
diseases. Severa peoplehavedied. Thestory
of asbestosin Franceis a scandal. By 2015
therewill be 100,000 deaths due to asbestos
poisoning.

Despite the fact that the dangers posed
by asbestos were well known in the late
1970s, itwasonly in 1997 that France banned
the substance after an intense pressure.
There have been several high-profile anti-
ashestostrialsin Franceand arecent Senate
report rappedthegovernment for deliberately
ignoring, under pressure from the ashestos
lobby in the country, the dangers posed by
thesubstance. TheNational Associationfor
theVictimsof AsbestosPoisoningin France
and the shipyard workersunions have been
calling for a full decontamination and
dismantling of Clemenceau in France. For
long, theworkers' unionshavecalledfor the
creation of aspecific sitewithinanaval base
whereend-of-lifewarships could be disman-
tled safely without damage to human lives
or theenvironment. But themoney interests
took precedenceover thelivesof theworkers.
Indian workersin thedock aswell

Whether it is France or India, Thelives
of theworkershave alwaysbeen subservient
tothegreedfor theprofits. Alangyardshave
along history of accidents, some of them
fatal. Many of them have been caused by

Contd. on page 21
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Uni on Budget Favouri ng Conprador and R ch with Lip Service to Poor

- Siddharth

TheUnion Budget 2006-07 presented by
the Finance Minister before the Parliament
on February 28, 2006 isadocument favouring
the comprador and rich with lip service to
the poor. It has broadly maintained the
continuity of its comprador features and
contents in conformity with earlier budgets
since 1991. Contents of the budgets have
been consistentinpursuinggreater intensity
of liberalization, privatization and
globalization and restructuring the Indian
economy infavour of themarket and private
players, irrespective of the political parties
in power. The Finance Minister hastried to
strikeanintelligentillusory balance between
so-called political compulsionsand so-called
fundamentals of economics. Political
compulsions are mentioned as the politics
of coalition government - pressureto adhere
tothenationa common minimum programme,
toconsider theinterestsof thecommonman
and also in view of the coming assembly
elections in the states. Fundamentals of
economicshave placed aseriesof challenges
— increasing unemployment, poverty,
undependableand slow agricultural growth,
crop failures, insufficient ingtitutional credit
support, farmers suicides, on the one hand
and widening trade deficits, pressure of
finance capital to ‘rationalize’ custom and
excise duties, reduction of subsidies,
disinvestments to get rid of public
expenditure on public enterprises, etc., on
the other.

Hence, in order to minimize protestsand
smoothen the sanction of the finance bill
many important issues have been left to be
decided through off-budget policy decisions
for the furtherance of the mandate of
economic reforms, which will no doubt take
place after the elections.

The Finance Minister has introduced
various new initiativesto accelerate the pace
of economic reforms towards further
intensifying privatization and restructuring
the Indian economy in favour of the market
and private players. Economic reforms with
ahumanface haveal so got spacefor creating
illusions for public consumption to contain
theresentment of the people. Food, fertilizer
and petroleum subsidies shall engage
certain unpopular space of the off-budget
decisions after the assembly elections.
Infrastructure, social develop-ment, farm
credit, minority, gender, and weaker sections

have got focused for lip service in this
budget. Economic reforms with substantial
reduction in custom and excise duties for
import and production have given scopefor
cheaper import and productionto pleasebig
industries. Custom duties have been
reduced from 15 to 12 per cent which will
help theimperialistsdump even moreof their
products here. Excise dutiesfor most of the
items have been reduced from 16 to 8 per
cent in order to promote sales and boost
profits of these manufacturers. Soft drinks,
condensed milk and milk products, fish,
plastic products, inorganic chemicals, life
saving drugs, Naphtha, |eather and foot wear
ranging from Rs.250 to 750, man madefibre,
small cars, LPG stoves, writing and printing
paper, etc., will be cheaper as a result of
reductionin exciseduties. Of coursethebulk
of the benefit will be taken by the
manufacturer — so, for examplewe havenot
seen CocaColapricesdrop after thebudget.
No mentionisfound for any concessionsto
the common man from the lowest rung of
society ason food items, salt, water. etc.
Thanks to a good monsoon, better
agricultural performance is expected in the
current financial year. But we have seen
production gradually declining — between
1999/2000 and 2004/05 rice production fell
from 90mt to 87.8 mt; whesat from 76 mt to 73
mt; and cereals from 196.4 mt to 192.7 mt. It
appearsthat realization isgrowing in favour
of agriculture. But moving towardscorporate
agriculture may prove disastrous as
alienation of small and marginal farmersfrom
the growth process will bring devastating
adverse results for their liveli-hood and
employment and crises in agriculture may
deepen further. Mindless market led
diversification for value added production
without proper regul ation at the cost of food
insecurity will lead to the question of food
sovereignty, which needs to be addressed
carefully (massive imports of wheat have
already begun). Money-lendersstill rulethe
credit market and nothing hasbeen proposed
inthisbudget to curb their exploitative usury
practices. Revamping of the agricultural
credit market and ensured wider coverage of
institutional credit support, together with
debt relief (NPAswritten off by banksto big
business goesinto thousands of crores but
they are not prepared to spare a paisafrom
thefarmer) isthe foremost need of the hour
to rescue farmers from the debt trap leading

to suicides. In addition most of the cotton
growershave beenthevictimsof cropfailure
because of failure of seeds and pesticides.
However, MNCshave been | eft scot-freeand
nothing has been mentioned on this count.
Small Scale Industries have difficult days
ahead added with further de-reservation of
180 items. This sector has been pushed to
compete with the big manufacturing sectors.
Introduction of FDI in the retailing sector
has already been in place. Small micro
enterprises will have to compete with both
big domestic and foreign capital retailers. A
largenumber will get wiped out. It hasdefinite
implications on the employment front also. It
is unfortunate that concession on import
duties to big industries and foreign capital
will leave no room for survival of the SMEs
in the market. Even the rail budget with
comfortable finances does not stop to give
concessionstotherichandfor private sector
participation.

The Employment situation has been
extremely disappointing. Even in the
organized public and private sectorsit has
declined significantly. Total employmentwas
to the tune of 282.45 lakh person in 1997-98
which has declined to 270 lakh persons in
2003-04. Altogether lossof employment was
12.45 lakh persons during 1997-98 to 2003-
04. Much more would have been added in
the last two years but there is no further
estimate provided for the said years in the
Economic Survey brought out by the
Government of India. In the public sector
alonejob lossduring 1997-8 to 2003-04 was
about 10lakh persons. Thereisnosignificant
movefor employment generationintherural
areas other than the much touted
employment generationthroughthe NREGS.
Rural unemployment is supposed to be
addressed through NREGS that too for 100
days only through consolidation of the
schemes of the government already in
existence. But the number of districts has
not been increased. Implementation is
another dimension, which never takes place.
Thefateof thisschemeisbound to meet the
same destination aswaswith other poverty
alleviation programmes full of leakages to
lumpen/political/elite e ements of society.

Thereductionin custom and other duties
since 1991 has been making the state
exchequer poorer in subsequent years and
yet they talk of reducing the fiscal deficit.
The Fiscal Responsibility and Budgetary
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Management Act and Twelfth Finance
Commission’s recommendations for
increasing tax-GDPratio, lowering fiscal and
revenue deficitsand the debt GDPratio and
the Rangrajan Committee’s recommen-
dations for squeezing out subsidies on
petroleum, etc. areal aimed to widen thetax
net to meet World Bank stipulations on the
fiscal deficit. In essence it means giving
benefits to the rich (and not taxing them
additionally) while extracting the bulk of the
increased tax revenue from the poor and
middleclasses. Althoughtheannual average
gross primary deficit has been reduced from
5 per cent to 2.65 per cent, average revenue
deficit hasescalated from 1.88 per centinthe
1980s to 4.9 per cent in between 1991-92 to
2004-05. It suggeststhat thereisasubstantial
flow out in the form of debt servicing.
Because of the spiraling government debt
theinterest paymentsinthisfinancial yearis
expected to be to the tune of Rs.1.34 lakh
crore. Thisimpliesthatif Indiacanavoid such
awasteful flow of fundsit could be used for
constructing more than one crore houses
costing one lakh each for the homeless or
thousands of school can be built to address
the issues of human resource devel opment.

The Human Development Report 2006
suggeststhat growth of the Indian economy
doesnot correspond to improve-ment inthe
Human Development Index. It implies that
growth doesnot addressproblemsof literacy,
health and incomegeneration. Thisexplains
the contradictory existence of growth and

7

Massi ve Bonanzas tothe Rchand Hite

(Business Standard of March 2 06 stated in its Editorial:)
“Exemptionsgivenintaxrules, for avariety of reasons have ended up giving very
special treatment to the favoured categories, at everyone el se’ sexpense”. Thiseditorial
say the Budget Papers for the first time reveal that for the year 2004-05 the figure
amounted to agigantic Rs.1,58,661 crores, was morethan half the grosstax collections
for the year. This massive bonanza went to big business, the rich, the imperialist and
their TNCs, the exporters and importers, the financial magnates etc. The edit adds
“while exemptions are Rs.30,000 croresin the case of excise, it istwice that when it
comes to customs duty exemptions’. Now in the current budget “large tax benefits
have been offered to the Special Economic Zones”.
has been the corporate sector. It reportsthat the CMI E has estimated that “ comparedto
the statutory tax rate of 35.875%, the effective tax rate for the sample of companies
wasamere 19.37%”"; and for those recording agross profit of Rs.500 croresit wasjust
16%. In other words the more money you make the less you haveto give astaxes. The
government and media make a hue and cry of the food subsidy of just some Rs25,000

A

The major beneficiary of course|

kcrores but not aword is mentioned of thisRs.1.51akh crore bonanzagifted to therich! ”/J

inequality inIndia. Moreover, mereallocation
of funds does not translate into
implementation. This year’s Economic
Survey showsto what alimited extent social
welfare fund have actually been used in the
last year.

In ajust and equitable system the poor
will not be taxed while the rest will face a
graded tax system with the wealthy being
taxed the most. What exists is exactly the
opposite. In addition, the budgets since
1990sthat government hasbeen aggressively
intheinterestsof financecapital andtherich
(SeeBox), which is necessarily antagonistic
totheinterestsof the poor. Unlessgrowthis
reoriented towards distributive and social

justice, achieving the goal of poverty
eradication will remain an academic exercise
on paper. Poverty eradication needs
sustainable development efforts in the
interest of thedirect producersintheprimary,
secondary and tertiary sectors, particularly
theprimary sector. Direct producersneedto
be ensured control over the means of
production, exchange, distribution and
consumptions. Undoubtedly the present
ruling comprador/feudal classes will not
allow thisreorientation. Thisisan uphill task
organising a pro poor radical revolutionary
movement agai nst the state through militant
mobilization of massesin theinterest of the

poor people of the country. non

Contd. from page 19

the presence of flammable materialson ships
that are being dismantled, chemicals that
should have been removed before the ship
was sent there, according to both the Basel
Convention and domestic law. Prior to the
SCMC regulations, safety gear was practi-
cally unheard of at theyards. Even now the
safety equipmentsare minimal. The story of
theworkersismoreor |essthe same—horror
stories of disability and death among the
Alang labourers who dismantle ships with
their barehandsto earn aliving. Predictably,
many of them arenot even awarethat theold
ships they are breaking were constructed
using toxic substances. A study estimates
that onein every four labourersin Alang is
likely to contract cancer owingtoworkplace
poisons. A common saying amongst the
workers is, “Alang se Palang” which
tragically conveysthefact that anyonewho
worksin Alangwill sooner or later end upin

the hospital.

Ontop of thisthejob opportunitieshave
al so been continuously shrinking in Alang.
The industry has been slipping into dol-
drumsfor over ayear. Up to December 2005,
therewereonly 73 shipsin Alang and about
4000 workers—afar cry fromtheyard srecord
peak during 1997-98 when Alang employed
over 40,000 workers. Business used to be
good not just for the shipyard owners and
their workers, but also for the number of
ancilliary industriesthat were dependent on
shipbreakinglikeoil re-processingunits, steel
re-rolling mills and number of shops which
had sprung up along the coast to trade the
itemsfromtheships. But now theyardwears
agloomy look. Often the rules imposed by
SCMC are made the whipping boy by the
ship breakers for the killing of the trade at
Alang. But thetruth of the matter isthat the
policiesof thestateand central governments
areto blame, mainly, the unfavourable duty

structures, additional tax burdens etc. Also
thetax concessions being given to the steel
industry in Kutch mean that Alang steel
cannot compete with Kutch steel in the
market. It isnotthe SCMC regulationsthat
arekillingtheindustry but thepoliciesof the
government coupled with theunwillingness
of the ship-breakers to spend from their
profits and purchase the necessary
decontamination equipment.
VOYAGE NOT OVER YET

Clemenceau might have gone back for
the time being but the issues involved are
here to stay. Inspite of Chirac’sdecision to
bring the warship back to French watersfor
the duration of the legal processes in both
countries, it could, intheforeseeablefuture,
be sent back overseas for dismantling.
Unless the workers and the citizens arise
together, the interests of profits would
awaystry and hold the lives and safety of

the workers at ransom. nn
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FDI O azy
- M. Sunil

Mr. Budhadev Bhattacharjee, Chief
Minister of West Bengal, went for a five
day visitto Singaporeand Jakarta. Thiswas
amission aimed at seeking foreign direct
investment (FDI) in West Bengal. On 25"
August, 05, Mr. Bhudhadev, on behalf of
West Bengal Government, signed an MoU
and other contract paperswith the Antony
Salem groups, a big business house of
Indonesia. Among his associates were
CPI(M)’s favourite promoter Rabi Todi,
Harsh Neotia of Ambuja Cements, Sanjib
Goenka of the Calcutta Electric Supply
Company, areal estate businessman, and
Prasun Mukharjee, an international agent
of MNCs. The CPI(M) isnow very closeto
these business houses, promoters and
agents of MNCs. Mr. Budhadev is now
playing the role of chief representative of
these business houses and agents. He
does not hesitate to expresstheir viewsin
public within and outside the country. Mr.
Budhdev isvery happy to performthisrole.
After the successful completion of this
missioninIndonesia, the politburo member
of the CPI(M) and Chief Minister of theW.
Bengal govt. boastfully said in a public
lecture in Singapore — “you see, as
communist, we can’t speak anymor e about
old dogmas. The world is changing. We
are also changing.” The elated Chief
Minister said further, “globalization is a
must and nobody can halt this process”
and “we will take advantage of this
situation” (The Hindu, August 28, 2005).
This is really a profound realization of
CPI(M) and its politburo member Mr.
Budhdev who has expressed his views
openly.

Mr. Manmohan Singh, the Prime
Minister of India, did not fail to take
advantage of the situation. He not only
showed regard for, but also projected Mr.
Budhdev asoneof the best Chief Ministers
of thecountry! Ofcourse, left minded people
of West Bengal do not accept thisprofound
realization of CPI(M). These dissatisfied
people put forward one after another
awkward questions. The constituent
parties of the ‘Left’ front — the CPI,
Forward Bloc and RSP — expressed
differing views regarding some of the
aspects of the agreement with the Salem
group, to save their own vote bank. Even
parties like the Trinamool Congress, BJP

Budha Gover nnent of West Bengal

and other constituent members of the
NDA, who champion globalization, are
trying to utilize the situation posing
themselves as protectors of the peasants’
interests. What then is there in this
agreement that has resulted in such a hue
and cry?

TheWest Bengal Govt./Salem Group’s
Agreement

It is projected that the agreement with
the Salem group, signed by the‘ Left’ front
govt. of W. Bengal, is for the purpose of
industrialization and urbanization of the
state. Translation of this agreement into
reality will help the state attract more
investment from within and outside the
country and will provide more employment
opportunities. At present theforeigndirect
investment, as it is maintained by the
CPI(M) led ‘left’ front govt., is amust for
the economic devel opment of the state. So,
they think, this agreement will create a
favourable atmosphere to attract more
foreign direct investment (FDI).

According to the agreement the W.
Bengal govt. will provide 5,100 acre land
mostly in South 24 Parganas to the Salem
Group, whowill invest Rs. 4,400 croresand
utilize the land for the purpose of building
aHealth city, knowledge park, Educational
institution, Bio-tech park, High-tech town,
etc. etc. The Salem Group will begin their
work after getting the land as agreed to.
The area earmarked is adjacent to Kolkata.
The other project is the construction of a
four lane road from Barasat to Roychak to
facilitate smooth transportation. The govt.
has already decided to hand over 390 acres
of landin West Howrah for building ahigh
tech township. This was declared by the
concerned ministry in the assembly one
year earlier. Moreover thegovt. isplanning
to allocateland to the Salem Group for high
tech urbanization near the Dum Dum
Airport. Thegovt. hasalready handed over
land in Howrah district to the Salem Group
and they have started afactory to produce
motorcycles. In this factory atotal of 250
personswill beemployed and within ashort
period the production will be marketed.
Many expertsopinethat thishasno future
as other motorcycleindustriesarein crisis
dueto the lack of a market. Within a short
time it will be closed down. The land will
then be utilized for real estate business.

This mega plan, with such a huge

investment, will createjob opportunitiesfor
only 30,000 persons. It means, the cost of
creating one job opportunity is on an

average 1.5 crore. At present the number of
recorded unemployed in the stateis about

70lakhs. So, it will require Rs. 105,00,00,000
croresto create job opportunities only for
all the recorded unemployed. Thisamount

is equal to seven thousand times our
present budget allocation! Even then, the
people have to accept this mega plan of
Mr. Buddha, as his party and ‘Left’ govt.
think “globalization is must”; and,

considering long term interests, they have
to serve the foreign investors while
sacrificing the interest of the people and

the state. But there are some economists

and politicians like Mr. Ashok Mitra, ex-

Finance Minister of the*left’ front govt. of
W. Bengal and ex-MP who vehemently

opposed this Salem-Buddhaagreement. He
thinksitispossibleto createjobsfor 30,000
people by developing manufacturing
industry which requires only 100 acres of
land. Others consider thisagreement asan
anti-people one, as according to this

agreement the govt. will hand-over the
proposed land to the Salem Group at a
nominal price and they will use the land
according totheir plan. Thegovt. will have
no say in it. The Salem Group will then
extract as much profit as possible, without
govt. intervention.

Schemeto serveimperialists

This sort of industrialization and high
tech urbanization schemeswill cresteasmall
number of job opportunitieswhilefinishing
off a good number of small shop owners;
destroy small vegetabl e shops, fruit shops,
fish and meat shops, thereby rendering
thousands of people unemployed. Thisis
the inevitable outcome of this model of
high-tech urbanization and industriali-
zation, as, in the process of this type of
development, super markets, big bazaars,
and multiplexes will come up, crushing
small shop ownersand traders. Thisisthe
experience of the UK and other countries
where this model of industrialization and
urbanization has been implemented
following the policies of globalization. In
UK these Super Markets, big bazaars etc.
destroyed lakhs of small shop ownersand
traders. There are at present only four big
MNCswho control morethan 80% of these
businesses. The Chief Minister of the W.
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Bengal govt. isasofollowing the samepath
of globalization. Hisaccord with the Salem
Group is for the purpose of making
arrangements to please the MNCs who
demand high-tech infrastructure as a
condition for their investment. Neither the
‘left’” front govt. nor their Chief Minister
wants to expose this hidden intention
before the people of State, thoughitisthe
people of the state who have to bear the
brunt of more intensified imperialist
exploitation.

Whois Salem?

Mr. Budhadev is undaunted, when
some prominent intellectuals and
personalities have pointed out the brutal
anti-communist roleof the Salem family, the
chief minister has replied that capital has
no colour. What el se can one expect froma
politburo member of the CPI (M)? It may
not be wrong to say that had it been
possible he would even invite Hitler for
investment! Gen. Suharto, the crony of the
U.S. Imperialists, instituted acoup d' et ta,
destroyed the democratic system of
Indonesia, and within ashort period killed
about 11 lakh Communist Party members
and other democratic people. The Salem
family was very close to Suharto and was
directly involved in that ruthless, brutal,
anti-communist campaign. The Sdlemfamily
wasthen amere merchant. Thisturned his
fortune and with the favour of Suharto
became a big industrialist (Lumpen
bourgeois). After the fall of the Suharto
regime people of Indonesia, particularly,
peasants burnt down 122 branches of their
banks and destroyed many ATM corners.
This Salem Group is now considered by
the*left’ front govt. asapotential investor
and prudent industrialist. What type of
industrialization can one expect under the
auspices of thislumpen bourgeois?

A Schemefor real estate business
Hundreds of peasants will be evicted
from their agri-land rendering them
unemployed. Thisagri-land will behanded
over to this lumpen bourgeois. Most of
these agri-lands are fertile, and peasants
are harvesting crops twice or thrice in a
year. But the govt. is continuing to assure
them that it will acquire only fallow land
and mono cropped land. That is nothing
but a blatant lie. Moreover, owners of the
land will get arate which will be less than
the market rate. Most of this land will be
used for urbanization and developing

infrastructure, which will lead toreal estate
business. According to one estimate,
published in the Sambad Pratidin, since
1995 in every year on an average 58,324
acre of agri-land is being transformed into
non-agri land for the purpose of
urbanization and industrialization. The draft
report of the North 24 Parganas district
conference of the Forward Bloc, one of the
constituent parties of ‘left’ front govt.
reported: “In the state a total of 2,91,620
acres of agri-land was transformed into
non-agri land.” Most of thisland was not
used for devel oping industrieswhich could
create job opportunities. In fact, thisland
was used to develop real estate business.
The ‘left’ front govt. has also helped their
favourite promoters or business houses
cum promoters, develop real estate on the
plea of urbanization.

The ‘Left’ front govt., its constituent
parties and particularly, the CPI (M) think
“capital hasno colour”, beit aproductive
capital or speculative capital. So, promoters
enjoy direct help fromthe govt. or fromthe
political leaders, and land of closed or sick
industries are being captured by the
promotersfor devel oping housing estates,
shopping malls, multiplexes, etc. etc.
Pearless has devel oped housing estateson
the land of the Bagadaya Cotton Mill, a
private Hospital ontheland of the Krishna
GlassFactory, ahousing estate ontheland
of Dabar, and a multi-storeyed housing
estate on theland of Dhaka Ousadhal aya—
all these have been developed for the
purpose of real estate business. The ‘left’
front govt. itself utilized the land of the
Kanoria Cotton Mill and Beni Engineering
for govt. housing estates. The Dum-Dum
Rodeal factory area has been transformed
into the North city. Not only the factory
land but also agri-land areas are being
occupied, evicting peasants. The land of
the tea plantation industry like the
Chandmoni Tea garden was occupied by
thegovt. and that was sold to Harsh Neotia
at anomina price —only Rs. 14 cr, while,
according to a govt. estimation, the price
wasRs. 123 cr. Neotiasold that land making
a huge profit. Now, West Bengal has
becomeahot spot for real estate business.
This does not, of course, create any
permanent job opportunities.

Mr. Budhadev govt. : Follower of
imperialist policies
All the constituent parties, particularly,

CPI (M) of the ‘left’ front, are trying their
best to convince the people that foreign
investment isvery much necessary for the
development of the country and the states.
The more a state govt. can have foreign
investment in its state, the more the state
govt. considersitself fortunate. Theforeign
investorsagreetoinvest only after having
favourableconditionsfor their exploitation,
without, as far as possible, government
intervention. Infact, theseinvestorsareto
be pleased with the govt.’ s anti-workforce
attitude and policies. They are not at all
bothering about the forms of govt.
measures—beit apeaceful or non-peaceful
one. The govt. should also take initiative
to meet their demands, providing land,
labour, necessary infrastructure and as far
as possible free access to natural
resources. When favourable conditionsare
created for foreign investment, the
indigenousinvestorsalso comeforwardto
avail these facilities for more intensified
exploitation.

The ‘left’ front govt. under the
stewardship of Mr. Budhadev, are
implementing all these pro-imperialist
policies, whose party, the CPI (M), in its
documentsopposestheWTO, IMF, World
Bank policiesi.e. — structural adjustment,
privatization, liberalization. It also opposes
loans from international credit institutions
like ADB, DFDI etc. controlled by the
imperialists and MNCs. All these are
nothing but sheer pretension. The govt.
led by them have long been following all
the policies directed by IMF, World Bank,
WTO and have been salivating to beg
favoursof international credit institutions.
Even they do not hesitate to follow the
recommendations and advice of the
imperialist directed consultancy firm Mc
Kinsey. They have been following these
recommendations and advice (i.e.
directions). But one hasto accept their skill
in befooling the people and posing them-
selves as an ardent anti-imperialist party.

Thefactisthat theMr. Budhadev govt.
have been accepting the conditions of
foreignloan(i.e. from ADB, DFID etc.) and
have been following the structural
adjustment policies i.e. to downsize the
workforce and privatize govt. undertaking
organizations. In the first phase of its
reorganization of 29 organizationsthe govt.
has adopted such measures as to
completely close down 10 of those
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organi zations and has ordered employees
and workers to accept an early Retirement
Scheme, another name for retrenchment.
Apart from these, 15 other organizations
will be reorganized allowing 74% private
capital. Theworkersand employeesof these
organizationsaretenthousandsin number.
This list includes organizations like
Britannia Engineering, Gluconet Health,
Durgapore Chemical, Shalimar works etc.
etc. For the purpose of reorganization Rs.
210 cr. will be spent out of which Rs.180cr.
will beused for an Early Retirement Scheme
(ERS). It means compul sory retrenchment.
The percentage of retrenchment isranging
from 53 % to 74% of the work force
employed in the above stated
organizations. (Ref. Secretary, UTUC, W.
Bengal dtd. 26.08.05). This source further
informed that in the next phase as many as
29 factories, including the State Electricity
Board and five State Transport
Corporations would be reorganized. It is
estimated that Rs. 1,710 croreswill be spent
for ERS. Thisisnotall. TheW. Bengal Govt.
hasplanned even to closedown completely
the Tantuja, Tantushree, and Dairy
Devel opment. Consequently 4,100 workers
and employees have to accept ERS.
Moreover, the govt. has deployed foreign
consultancy firms to get an estimation of
the surplusworkforcein itsadministrative
departments. It is revealed from a survey
conducted in 29 departments out of total
of 50 departments of the State govt. that
45,000 posts out of 1,74,000 are lying
vacant. And 72,000 posts for primary
teachers are also lying vacant. This
imperialist directed policy of structural
adjustment not only entails more
unemployment but also standsin the way
of recruitment in the vacant posts.

CPlI (M)'s sham anti-imperialist
character wasfurther revealed, whenin’ 98,
the ‘left’ govt. of Keraa, led by CPI (M)
decided to modernize three electricity
centers. At that time BHEL (Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited) one of the ‘ Navaratna
organizations, placed its proposal to
provide necessary technology at Rs. 116
crores. But the Keralagovt. purchased that
technology from SNC Lavlin, an unknown
Canadian organization and paid Rs. 375
crores. The West Bengal govt. for
modernization of DPL did not hesitate to
cancel attractive proposals of BHEL and
placed the order to a Company blacklisted
isChina. Arenot these unique examples of

double-dealing? Even then, the barefaced
leaders of the CPI (M) continueto blurt out
anti-imperialist slogans and do not feel
ashamed of stating that the “Navaratna”
organizations as “a symbol of economic
Sovereignty of India’.

‘Left’ front govt. : Champion of
Imperialist interest

Mr. Budhadev and his party, the CPI
(M) haveresolved to satisfy theimperialists
and their indigenous agents. So its
Politburo member, Mr. Budhadev, clearly
expressed in Jakartathat “wehavetoreform
our old policies. Otherwise, wewill not be
ableto survive.” Further,inaninterview to
the Jakarta Post, published in the Hindu,
August 25, 2005, he told* our involvement
in trade unions is an advantage ..... | tell
them: ‘look thisisa new situation. Weneed
FDI; we need infrastructure’ Issues like
production, productivity and the quality of
production are not the headaches of the
management alone. You haveto sharethem.
Otherwise, industrieswill collapseandjobs
will be lost. Now things have changed.”
What more can arepresentative of theruling
classes convey to the imperialist forces?

Now really things have changedin this
period of globalization! So, this sham anti-
imperialist thinks that, it is necessary to
performarolethat suitsthevery interest of
the imperialists. This prompts the political
representative of the indigenous
bourgeoisie and their alies to follow the
prescription of the imperialist directed
consultancy houses like Mc Kinsey who
can only provide concrete scheme in
imperialist’ sinterests. Oneof these schemes
is the restructuring or the remodel of
metropolitan cities with a high-tech
infrastructure. As the Salem Group has
experience to do such jobs under the
guidance of MNC:s, it has been entrusted
with thejob. Themain task of thisGroupis
not to provide job opportunities but to
develop imperialist needed infrastructure;
an infrastructure, which is necessary to
serve the bosses of imperialist finance
capital. It requires glittering residential, 5
Star hotels, shopping malls, commercial
complexesand entertainment plazas. These
bosses do not like to see poor people as
they create so many problems, including
security. These* Development’ Schemesare
aso not meant for eradication of poverty,
rather it is the opposite. So, the poor are
being driven out of these areas. The ‘pro-

poor’ govt. doesnot even hesitateto evict
slums and colonies; hawker stalls of poor,
unemployed people. And on the plea of
rehabilitation, the poor are pushed out of
the cities.

The working people, workers,
employeesand peasants, are being evicted
from their work place. Livelihoods of
thousands of people are being destroyed
to cater to the needs of more intensified
exploitation without providing them any
aternative. Mr. Budhadev’ s govt. of West
Bengal is following these policies. He is
boastful in achieving successin entrusting
an experienced firm like Salem Group for
thisjob!

CPI (M) the double-dealer

The CPI (M) isreally creating aunique
history —ahistory of double dealing! Just
on July, 2005 the West Bengal State
Committee published abookl et — K rishaker
Hate Jami Chai (Demand, landinthe hands
of peasants). Thisbooklet will help readers
realizetheir double dealing. Wewill placea
free translation of the concluding para of
the above booklet:

“In the whirlpool of capitalist
globalization, liberalization thelivelihood
in all spheres, including agriculture ison
the verge of danger. Following the
prescriptions of the WTO, the door isbeing
opened for the penetration of MNC’ scapital
in all spheres — agriculture, industry,
commerce, services etc. So far as land
reformsare concerned, throughout Indiait
has begun to take an opposite direction.
Loosening the Land Reform Act the effort to
establish big ownerships on land has
begun. The state govt. of AP, Madhya
Pradesh, and Orissa havealready begunto
hand over govt. fallow lands and even
agriland to MNCs. Food security of the
country hasbeguntobeendangered. Inthe
near future, perhaps, the people of the
country will have to depend on imported
foods. Independenceand sovereignty of the
country will be endangered.”

And what is their PB member Mr.
Budhadev saying?Let usplaceitinhisown
words-“1 want to reach out to the captains
andtell themtocomeand seefor themselves
thekind of facilitieson offer and the changes
that the state hasunder goneto become one
of the country’ smajor business capitals.”

Don’t laugh! Thisisthe double-dealing
character of the politics of the CPI (M)!!

nn
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PRESS RELEASE

Raci st cartoons agai nst Prophet Mohammed are a del i ber at e conspi racy of the
inperialiststodenigratethe Misli mcommunity!
The so-cal | ed crusaders of free press are only apol ogi sts of neo-col oni al i sm!

The Central committee, CPl (Maoist),
condemns the publication of the racist
cartoons caricaturing the holy symbol of
the Muslim community - Prophet
Mohammed - by the Western mediawhich
is nothing but a sinister design of the
imperialistsled by George Bushto createa
so-called civilisational clash between what
they portray as “archaic and medieval”
Muslim cultureand “Western values’ that
are supposed to promote democracy.

The publication of the racist cartoons
caricaturing Prophet Mohammed, first by
Jyllands-Posten of Denmark, and later by
several papers in the West, is neither
accidental nor hasany relation to so-called
freedom of speech and free press. It isnot
just the Right-wing section of the media
and therulersthat have been chanting the
mantra of freedom of speech but even the
Liberalsand somecivil libertiesactivistsof
theWest too joi ned the chorusoverlooking
the sinister designs of the imperialists.

Thepopular fury that isvent out onthe
streets across the world by the Muslim
massesisnot just theresult of the cartoons
though it served as a flash point.
Imperialism led by the 21% century Hitler,
George Bush, has been demonizing the
Muslim symbols; launching wars of
aggression on Islamic countries as in
Afghanistan and Iraqg; threatening to
invade or destroy Iran, Syria, Libya etc.;
and endorsing every act of terrorism
perpetrated by the Israeli Zionist racist
regime on the Pal estinians and other Arab
countries. Theheartrending agony suffered
by the Muslims ever since the brutal
campaign unleashed by the imperialist
maraudersled by George Bushinthe name
of apermanent and global war against terror,
using the 9/11 incidents as a pretext, is
indescribable. The savage bombings,
indiscriminate arrests, blood-chilling
torture of the detai nees, asrevealed by the
horrifying photos and videos of Abu
Ghraib; thedenial of legal and humanrights
to Muslim prisoners held without trial for
almost five years by the criminal Bush
administration in the concentration camp
in Guantanamo Bay and the terrible
conditions prevalent there as revealed by

the latest report of the UN Commission on
Human Rights which recommended its
immediate closure; the repeated humiliation
of the Muslim citizensthrough surveillance
and interrogation in the US and European
countries; derogatory acts such as
trampling upon and even urinating upon
the Muslim holy book of Koran; the
portrayal of Muslims as villains and
barbarians by numerous films, novels and
the Western media; and several such racist
acts have made the Muslims furious and
alienated. No wonder, more and more
Muslims are pushed into the fold of
religious fundamentalism and are willingly
volunteeringtojointheso-called terrorists
thanks to the global terror unleashed by
George Bush.

Thus it is due to such historical and
cultural factors, that the racist cartoons
became the focal point for letting out the
anger, disgust and agony felt by hundreds
of millionsof Muslimsagainst theviolence,
oppression and exploitation perpetrated by
the imperialists and their global
corporationsintheir insatiablethirst for oil,
rubber, diamonds and super profits.

Thewesternmediacontinuesto sprinkle
salt on the wound by republishing the
controversial racist cartoonsof the Danish
press in several newspapers in France,
Germany, theUS, Australiaand soon. The
so-called liberals and advocates of free
speech and free press maintain a criminal
silence at the repulsive, repugnant, brutal
tortures inflicted by the mercenaries of
Bush, Blair and Coin Abu Ghraib, Bagram,
Guantanamo Bay, and in numerous
concentration camps maintained by theUS
anditsalliesinlIrag, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Turkey and even within the US. Nor are
they concerned about the massacres that
are being perpetrated in Falluja, Baghdad,
Samara, and so on. For them, tortures,
massacres, rape of women, destruction of
towns and houses by missile attacks, and
inhuman economic sanctions causing
deaths of millions of Muslim people,
including women and children, never
become issues. There is no outrage, no
cryingfoul, notearsshed for thevictimsof
such abuse and violence perpetrated by

the world’'s so-called democracies. The
horrifying, blood-chilling photographsand
videos from Abu Ghraib that would put
even aHitler to shame draw no protests or
condemnation of the perpetrators of these
crimes seated in the White Hose and
Downing Street. Why wouldn’t these self-
styled champions of fundamental rights
speak of thefundamental rightsof prisoners
in thetorture chambers of Abu Ghraib and
elsewhere? It is clear that the so-called
freedom of speech and pressisashamand
what these hypocrites and frauds, masked
asliberalsand democrats, meanisfreedom
for publishing overtly racist, anti-Muslim,
provocativeand derogatory literaturewhile
censoring the inhuman, savage and
criminal deedsof imperialismled by butcher
Bush.

The ruling regime in Denmark led by
the Centre-Right coalition of Rasmussen,
hasracist constituents such astherabidly
anti-Islamic and anti-immigrant Danish
People’s Party and the Conservative
People’s Party. Obvioudly, it has allowed
the publication of the cartoons with
malafide intent to make the Muslims the
scapegoats for the ills of Danish society
and to tighten the immigration laws to
prevent the flow of more people from the
Muslim world into their country. In fact,
Rasmussen’ s coalition cameto power with
the dlogan of tax freeze and strict restrictions
on immigration. The racist face of this
supposedly liberal regimein Denmark can
also be seenfromthefact that it hasdenied
the Muslims the right to build mosquesin
Copenhagen or cemeteries in Denmark. It
iswith the sameintent of whipping up anti-
Muslim passions and thereby divert the
people from the real issues confronting
them that the ruling regimes in other
imperialist countries too allowed the
republication of the cartoons.

GeorgeBush, asexpected, defended the
publication of the cartoons in the name of
freeapress. Thisinternational terrorist who
cares a damn for international public
opinion, rejectsthe GenevaConvention as
inapplicableto hissoldiersfound guilty of
the worst war crimes in history, maintains

Continued on page 17
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PRESS STATEMENT

Message fromthe GQ(P), CPI (Maoi st) On the Gceasi on of the 10t Anni versary of the
Initiationof Peopl e s Vér i n Nepal

On behalf of the CC(P), the entire Party
rank-and-file, the PLGA, the organs of
people’s power, the varied mass
organisationsand therevolutionary masses
of India we send heartfelt revolutionary
greetings to the CPN (Maoist), PLA,
URPCsinthe Base Areasand the peopl e of
Nepal on the occasion of the 10t
Anniversary of initiation of People’s War
in Nepal. The victories achieved in this
decade of struggle have been a great
inspiration to our Party and the oppressed
masses of the people of India.

In this short time the revolutionary
masses of Nepal under the leadership of the
CPN(Maoist) have been able to develop a
strong party, powerful people’'sarmy and a
United Front that governs vast areas of the
country intheBase Areasset up. They have
successfully been able to isolate the hated
monarchy and have liberated vast parts of
the countryside. They have taken the
people's war from the stage of strategic
defence to that of strategic offence in this
short period of time. Itisno doubt ahistoric
advance which inspires not only the
revolutionary people of Indiabut that of the
entireworld. They havehelped createanew
hope in the communist movement after the
setback in the Soviet Union and China
throughout theworld beckoning anew wave
of revolutionary strugglesin theworld.

Asafraternal Party fromaneighbouring
country, and that too a big country where
the ruling classes have adopted
expansionist designsto rob, loot, interfere
and control that country and people, we
assurethe Nepal ese peoplewewill not rest
until weend suchinterferenceintheinternal
affairsof asmall neighbouring country. We
strongly condemn the Indian rulers for
arming the RNA to suppress the people’s
movement. We call for the scrapping of all
unegual treatieswith Nepal and theremoval
of all Indian comprador businessinterests
from Nepal. We are for building good
neighbourly relations between the two
countries on the basis of total equality, no
matter what the size of the countries may
be — based on the five principles of
peaceful co-existence. Also, inthe spirit of
proletarian internationalism we lend full
support to the ongoing peopl €' smovement
inNepal; and call onthepeopleof theentire
worldto helpinall waysto make the Nepal
revolution a success.

The people of Nepal and India have
long and deep cultural, social, economic
and political relations. The two Maoist
parties are further bound by a common
ideological basis of the world proletariat,
i.e., Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and a
common goal, i.e., establishment of
socialism and communism on the entire

world. Both arefired by the spirit of proleta-
rianinternationalism. Thereisthereforeno
force that can break this strong unity that
is developing in the course of the class
struggle in our respective countries. We
shall build solid bonds of unity against
imperialism and Indian expansionism. We
shall alwaysstand by revolutionary people
of Nepal in their time of need and will
vehemently oppose any form of
intervention by the Indian rulers or
imperialists against the revolutionary
movement of Nepal. Wewill givewhatever
support necessary to safeguard the great
victories of the Nepal ese revolution.
Once again on the occasion of the 10"
anniversary of theinitiation of thepeople’s
war in Nepal we send our warmest revolu-
tionary greetingstothe CPN(Maoist), PLA,
URPCsat variouslevel inall theBase Areas
and therevolutionary masses. We also pay
our sincere homage to the thousands of
heroic fighters and commanders of PLA,
the members and leaders of CPN(Maoist)
and people who have given their precious
livesfor thelibera-tion of their country and
for the great cause of establishment of
Socialism-Communism in the entire human
society.
General Secretary
Communigt Party of India (Maoist)
Feb.10 2006

The Communist Party of India(Maoist)
strongly condemns the imposition of
Emergency in the Philippines by the US
puppet government of President Arroyo.
The government banned the rallies to be
held on the 20" anniversary of the“ people’s
power” and had arrested military officers,
opposition leaders and have closed down
al anti-Arroyo newspaper offices. More
details are yet to cometo light.

There has been months of mass unrest
against the anti-people polices of the
Arroyo government involving a large
section of the people of the Philippines
stretching from the parliamentary
opposition at one end to therevolutionary
forces of the country, including the
National Democratic Front of Philippines
(NDFP). This government acting as a
stooge of the US has been systematically

PRESS STATEMENT
selling out the country to the imperialists
and haseven goneto the extent of inviting
the US armed forces into the country. It
has been bogged down in all sorts of
corruption.

Not only that even before the
declaration of Emergency the government
has been using vigilante forces to
assassinate | eaders of mass organisations
and the trade unions. Over thelast year or
two about 50 of such leaders have been
murdered by thesekiller forces. They have
also been ruthlessly using the military
against the peoples forces led by the CPP
(Communist Party of the Philippines) and
even against Moro nationality movement.
Inarecent action 16 Maoistswere brutally
killed by the military forces.

Our Party strongly condemns these
actionsand fully standswith the oppressed

masses of the Philippines. The people of
India stand shoulder to shoulder with the
people of the Philippines in their struggle
for justice, democracy and socialism. We
demand the immediate lifting of the
Emergency in the Philippines and strong
punishment for those responsible for the
assassination of the leaders of the mass
organisations. The struggle of the people
of the Philippines is part of our common
struggle against the common enemy of
imperialism, particularly USimperidlism. The
peopleof Indiafirmly unitewith the people
of the Philippinesagainst their reactionary
rulers.

General Secretary

Communigt Party of India (Maoist)
March 1 2006
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Extracts from Press Statement

On The Heroic Raid on G rdhi Arnoury of Hone Quards

{Though we received this Press Statement late we are now printing extracts fromit given its significance.... Editor)

On the historic occasion of 150t
anniversary of Great Santhal Hul revolt, on
11" November, 2005 the heroic raid and
seizure of exploitative rulling class' sarmory
(Armoury of Home Guards) took pl;ace. This
was conducted by the brave sons of
Jharkhand — the fighters of the People’'s
Liberation GuerrillaArmy (PLGA) intheland
of Jharkhand, irrigated with the blood of
bravefighterslike Sidhu-Kanhu, TilkaMajhi
and Veer Birsa Munda. The people of
Jharkhand having dreamsof establishing an
exploitation free Jharkhand statewerehighly
enthused by this raid, strengthening the
hope of realization of their dream. This
courageous act spread hopes not only
amongst the people of the Jharkhandi
Nationality but also amongst the struggling
peopleof variousnationalitiesinentireIndia.

Ontheother hand, the explaitativerulling
class once again trembled with fear at this
action. Withthenewsof theraid onthe Girdhi
Armoury, not only the fascist BJP-Nitish
govt. of Jharkhand, together with their
bureaucrats, administration and police
machinery, but also the higher officers of
Delhi and the Central Govt. lost their Sleep.

This action is an indication of the
strengthening of the PLGA towards the
transformation from the PLGA into a PLA
and thereby advancing the struggle to a
higher stage.

Thebravefightersof the PLGA stormed
into the district headquarters of Girdhi on
11" November, 2005 to raid the Armoury of
theHome Guardsand fled unhurt seizing with
them 193 rifles and 2 revolvers. The police
and administration were stunned with the
surprise attack. The senior officersof police
and administration were so terrorized that

they locked themselvesup intheir room even
on getting information of theraid.

Under the direction of the Central
Military Commission and under the
leadership of the Bihar-Jharkhand Special
AreaMilitary Commission, thePL GA fighters
under the leadership of Zonal command of
the Jharkhand Regiona Military Commission
undertook this heroic action, which was
aimed at equipping the cadres, company,
platoons, L.G.S. and peoples militia squads
with these arms to establish a powerful
Peoples Liberation Army. This action was
conducted inthe present scenario, wherethe
class enemy has been equipping its
paramilitary armed forceswith sophisticated
armssuchasAK-47, AK-56, | sansriflesetc.,
providing them with night vision equipment,
mine-proof & bullet proof vehiclesand army
helicopters, sophisticated communication
gadgets, global positioning systems and
connecting up the policemobilesin order to
counter theguerrillawar. Every policestation
inthestruggleareahasbeenfortified. For all
thesefundsareflowingin hundredsof crores
of rupees. Inaddition, to counter theguerrilla
war the rulling class is training its armed
forces under the direct supervision of US
Army experts in counter-insurgency and
Jungle war-fare in the hills of Manipur,
Hyderabad and in the Army training school
at Kanker in Chhattisgarh. Apart from this,
new para-armed forces are being raised
recruiting local adivasi youth such as the
Sengel battalion (in santhali and mundari
language this meansfire).

Besidesthis, in Jharkhand too, the govt.
is dividing the people to suppress the
revolutionary movement, making the poor
people fight each other in the name of

Adivasi/non-adivasi or in the name of
Jharkhandi adivasis versus other adivasis.
Therulling classisalso organizing reaction-
ary elements to build a lumpen gang — the
Nagrik Suraksha Samiti. They are forcing
ordinary peopletojointhe Samiti against the
revolutionaries and indulging in killing of
revolutionaries, activists and their symp-
athizers. They are adopting brutal methods,
after killing the peoplethey pokearrowsinto
their bodies and term this *sendara’ which
meansin santhali language—hunted. Thisis
just like the Salwa Judum in Chhatis-garh.
Here, in Jharkhand thisisgoing on under the
leadership of theformer CM and nationa Vice
President of the BJP, Babu La Maradi.

To cope up this situation the fighters of
the PLGA have to seize sophisticated arms,
apparatus and gadgets from the enemy’s
armoury to armthevast militant massesand
in this way strengthen the PLGA to form a
powerful PLA. This army aone will be the
genuinepeople sarmy, whichwill protect the
peopl€’s rights and dignity and will serve
the people. Through building the PLA it will
be possible to establish base areas by
fighting the well equipped police force of
class enemy and smashing its local
administrative organs. Then only will it be
possible for the peasants-workers to build
their own revolutionary people’'s
government. That would be the fulfillment
of thecall to “transformthe guerrilla zones
into base areas and the PLGA in the PLA”
given by the CC (Provisiona) CPI (Maoist).
And the Girdhi armoury raid isthefirst step
in the direction of achieving thisgoal.

Special AreaMilitary Commission

Communig Party of India (Maoist)
Date: 20.12.2005

Contd. from back page
market” globalization, racism, repression
and warsof aggression. Inresponseto the
escal ation of oppression and exploitation,
the proletariat and people are intensifying
their resistancethrough armed struggleand
other forms of resistance.
Itistheinternationalist duty of Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist parties to unite and to
arouse, organize and mobilize the
proletariat and people in their respective
countries and in the world at large in the
strugglefor national liberation, democracy

and socialism against imperialism,
revisionismand reaction. By celebratingthe
50 years of struggle against modern
revisionism, we renew our commitment to
persevereintherevolutionary struggleand
strive to win ever greater victories under
theguidanceof Marxism-L eninism-Maoism

Uphold, defend and advancetheteachings
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao!
Carry forward the revolution against im-
perialism, revisionism and reaction!
Glory to the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution!

Long live proletarian internationalism!
Long live Marxism-L eninism-Maoism!
Initial Signatories:

COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA
(MAQIST)

COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE
PHILIPPINES

COMMUNIST PARTY OF TURKEY/
MARXIST-LENINIST

COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF INDONESIA

(Note: Additional signatories may append their
signatures before April 2006.)
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PROPOSAL TO CELEBRATE HI STORIC M LESTONES
I N STRUGGLE AGAI NST MODERN REVI SI ONI SM SI NCE 1956

We, the undersigned, hereby propose
toall Marxist-Leninist-Maoist partiesand
organizations to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the struggle against
modern revisionism and to undertake
activitiesfor the purpose of renewing our
commitment to pursue this struggle,
which startedin 1956 in opposition to the
revisionist content of the 20th Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (CPSU) in February 1956.

The struggle against modern
revisionism reached a new and higher
level when the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution began in May 1966. But alas,
since the death of Comrade Mao in
September 1976, we have been confront-
ed with the betrayal of socialism and the
restoration of capitalismin China. Weare
challenged to uphold Marxism-L eninism-
Maoism, combat modern revisionism and
itsevil consequencesand achievegreater
victoriesin fulfilling the historic mission
of proletariat to achieve socialism.

Inthe 20th Congress of the CPSU, the
Soviet revisionist clique headed by
Khrushchov repudiated thefundamentals
of Marxism-L eninism and the revolution-
ary achievements of Comrade Stalin
under the pretext of opposing“ personali-
ty cult”. It unveiled the phenomenon of
modern revisionism in opposition to pro-
letarian dictatorship and put the Soviet
Union ontheroad of capitalist restoration.

It propagated bourgeois populism
with the notions of “party of the whole
people”’ and “state of the whole people”
and bourgeois pacifism with the notions
of “peaceful transition,” “peaceful
competition” and “ peaceful coexistence”.
It used modern revisionism to undermine
and subvert the international communist
movement. It pushed “peaceful coexis-
tence” as the general line to oppose
prol etarian internationalism and to attack
the international communist movement
and the national liberation movements.

Under the leadership of Comrade
Mao Zedong, the Chinese Communist
Party promptly issued in April 1956 the
editorial of the People's Daily, “On the
Historical Experience of the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat”. This defended the
theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism

against the line of modern revisionism. It
denounced therevisionistsfor sowing con-
fusionintheinternational communist mov-
ement and generating disorder and upris-
ings against the socialist cause in Poland,
Hungary and el sewherein Eastern Europe.

The delegation of the Chinese
Communist Party pursued the anti-
revisionist linein the M oscow meetings of
communist andworkers' partiesin 1957 and
1960. Theresfter, it proceeded to the criticism
and repudiation of the growing phenome-
non of monopoly bureaucrat capitalismand
social imperialism during the long regime
of Brezhnev. Monopoly bureaucrat capital -
ism masgueraded as socialism while the
bureaucrats and businessmen connived to
steal from the state sector. In international
relations, the Soviet revisionists engaged
in socialist phrase-mongering and in the
practice of imperialism.

Comrade Mao did not rest content with
the critique of modern revisionism as it
arose and grew in the Soviet Union and in
the other countries of the Soviet bloc. He
examined and analyzed the growth of
modern revisionism in China, arising from
both homegrown factors and external
influences. Thus, he launched the Great
Proletarian Revolutionin order to carry out
the theory of continuing revolution under
proletarian dictatorship. Thisisto combat
revisionism, prevent the restoration of
capitalism and consolidate socialism.

For aslong asComrade Mao wasalive,
he was ableto |ead the Chinese prol etariat
and people from victory to victory in the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
against tremendous odds and against
powerful adversaries. But soon after his
death, theenemiesof the Chinese proletariat
and people made a coup and reversed his
proletarianrevolutionary linein carrying out
socialist revolution and construction. Since
then, Chinahasincreasingly takentheroad
of capitalist restoration.

The full restoration of capitalism in
Chinavindicates the teaching of Comrade
Mao that socialism is lost when the
revisionist line prevails within the ruling
communist or workers' party and that
eventually the bourgeoisiewithin the party
and state succeeds in unleashing a coup
and overthrowing the proletariat. Comrade

Mao has bequeathed to us a legacy by
which we can combat and defeat modern
revisionism and by which we can revive
and further develop the forces of
socialism.

For the entire year of 2006, we must
undertake general campaigns and
specific activities of theoretical and
political education. Wemust confront the
problem of modern revisionism as the
most venomousenemy of therevolution-
ary cause of socialism. We must reaffirm
thewritten works and practical efforts of
Comrade Mao and all other proletarian
revolutionaries to uphold Marxism-
Leninism and combat modern revision-
ism. We must defend the achievements
of Comrade Stalin and Comrade Mago in
socialist revolution and construction.

We must reaffirm Comrade Mao’s
revolutionary theory and practice of
continuing revolution under proletarian
dictatorship through the Great Prol etarian
Cultural Revolution. We must condemn
the betrayal of socialism and of Comrade
Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line by
the Chinese capitalist roaders. We must
combat the varied revisionist tendencies
that deviate from the scientific essence
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and its
concrete application to revolutionary
practice. We can do so by countering
not only thetraditional revisionist trends,
classical and modern, but also various
later trends, like Hoxai sm and Trotskyism,
which carry arevisionist content behind
the ultra-L eft appearance,

Wemust renew our determinationand
efforts to carry out the historic mission
of the proletariat, which is to carry out
socialist revolutionand construction. All
the evils that have beset the former
revisionist-ruled countries should drive
usto uphold Marxism-L eninism-Maoism
against modern revisionism and to pur-
suetherevolutionary cause of socialism.

Upon the temporary success of
modern revisionism against Marxism-
Leninism and the dictatorship of the
proletariat, monopoly capitalism headed
by USimperialism hasbeen ableto launch
the worst attacks against the proletariat
and the oppressed peoples, such as“free

Contd. on page 27
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