armed struggle, in the Maoist movement in the South Telangana and in the
separate democratic Telangana struggle. He was 45. When Daya was in
graduation he was attracted to the activities of Radical Student’s Union
(RSU). He joined the revolutionary movement as a full time activist in
1990. He worked in South Telangana for four years. In 1994 Party transferred
Comrade Kishtayya with the objective to reorganize the Srikakulam
movement. Sincethen Comrade Daya’s life was entwined with Srikakulam-
Vijayanagaram-Koraput movement.

Comrade Kishtayya worked as the Deputy Commander of the
Uddanam (the area of the past Srikakulam Armed Peasant Struggle) squad
of Srikakulam district with the name of Daya. He played an important role
in organizing thousands of people in the struggle to occupy the Coconut
plantation of 100 acres of the landlord Punjab Singh of Uddanam area, in
the struggles to seize the Cashew plantations of hundreds of acres of the
government in Rettikonda and Metti, with the demand for remunerative
prices for the peasants and so on. After the heavy loss to the Party in 1998
Koperdang encounter, he was transferred to Nagavali area. In this area he
played a vital role in the land struggles in Gotta, Mukundapuram, Pandrathala
and other such villages, in the land seizure struggle of a 600 acre landlord
Viswa, in the struggle for remunerative prices for tamarind, organizing
Kuvvi people in Koraput, Raigarh and Vijayanagaram districts (Koraput
and Raigarh are in Orissa while Vijayanagaram is a district of North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh).

The Sondi (a trader caste of Orissa origin and seen mostly in the tribal
areas of Srikakulam and Vijayanagaram districts) hierarchs and landlords
habituated the people to liquor and illegally occupied their lands in illusive
methods. They indulged in many kinds of deception and deprived the people
of food, clothing and shelter. In this process the people initially organized
against liquor and stopped the preparation by the Sondies. Later the well
known Narayanapatna land struggle broke out. The vast masses of the
area were armed and a people’s militia, Ghenua Bahini was established.
Due to the severe enemy offensive in Operation Green Hunt the land
struggle temporarily stepped back since the last of 2012. Anyhow it is on
the rise again since 2015. Comrade Daya led this movement.
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banned the party and the mass organisations it banned the activities of
OPGR too. Then Girijana Vidyardhi Sangham (GSU-Girijan Students Union)
was formed in which Comrade Prasad had a key role in organizing students
and others.

Comrade Prasad joined the guerilla squad as a member and developed
as a member of SZC in the Third Conference of AOB in 2006. When the
East division was divided into the Visakhapatnam and the East divisions in
2002 and when in 2008 both the divisions were reunited as the East division
Comrade Prasad was the secretary. Thus Comrade Prasad’s life was
intertwined with the movement of the East Division. He guided various
struggles and gained the confidence of the people. Until 2013 he looked
after the responsibility of the joint division in the status of SZCM. Later he
took the responsibility of guiding mass organisations. With his military skill
he worked as a member of SMC for some time and led many armed
attacks. He also looked after the cultural field for a while. Thus he took up
many responsibilities according to the necessity. As the division secretary
he coordinated the United Front struggles. He guided the other comrades
working in UF. Comrade Prasad wrote articles on government repression,
bauxite struggle and other issues with the pen names of Marri Kamayya,
Nagamani and others in various social magazines. He also wrote to the
organ of AOB, ‘Bolshevik’.

Comrade Prasad is a revolutionary leader who rose from the ground
level. Enemy pressurized him and his family to surrender, playing many
tricks. But he never thought otherwise. He hold aloft the politics of class
struggle and fulfilled his responsibilities until his last breath. He faced many
difficulties in the process of advancing the revolutionary movement but
marched forward. He was exemplary in sharing love, fondness, freedom
and assurance with his fellow comrades. AOB movement lost a great
leader and a big support with his martyrdom. Let us pay homage to Comrade
Prasad and pledge to fulfill his aspiration.

Comrade Chamala Kishtayya (Daya) was born in a very poor family
as the son of Chamala Chandramma and Ramayya in the village of
Dasireddygudem of Valigonda mandal in Nalgonda district in the state of
Telangana. This was the place that played a heroic role in the past Telangana
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arrested and spent a long time in the jail. His health deteriorated in jail and
he passed away soon after release. His martyrdom is a big loss to the
movement in the state in the present condition. Let us pay humble homage
to the martyr Somen. Let us pledge to take forward his aspiration.

A member of the Bihar-Jharkhand Special Area Committee (SAC)
Comrade Vijendra Yadav (Ashish) was injured in a heroic fight with the
enemy in a covert operation (ambush) in the Gogadih forest area in the
limits of Raidih police station in Gumla district of Jharkhand on the 11t of
September. He was caught, severely tortured and murdered. Comrade
Vijendra was born in a lower middle class family in Bigaha village of
Jehanabad district where there was a spate of anti feudal struggles. The
landlords killed his father and this created the wish in him to join the anti
feudal, anti state struggle right from his childhood. He joined the party
through the Revolutionary Student’s movement. Step by step he developed
as a member of BISAC in 2013. He was working in Koel-Sankh zone in
BRC. Comrade Vijendra was a good communist worker, an exemplary
leader for the cadres. He is a good communication person and doctor too.
He was one among all helping each and everyone. Though the movement
was in a difficult condition, though many were leaving the movement and
some turning traitors, he stuck to the Party, the Party line and the movement.
His martyrdom is a big loss to BJISAC. Let us pay humble homage to
martyr Vijendra. Let us pledge to fight to fulfill his aim to the end.

Comrade Bakuri Venkataramana raju (Ganesh, Prasad) was born in a
middle class tribal family in Bakuru village of Hukumpet mandal of
Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh. He was born, brought up and
studied when ‘tribal revolts were raising high’ in Manyam (the area where
Alluri Seetharamaraju fought with the British, the struggle known as
‘Manyam Pithuri’ (pithuri means struggle). Manyam is the forest area of
Visakhapatnam and East Godavari districts of North Coastal Andhra
Pradesh where the erstwhile PW and the present CPI (Maoist) continues
Armed Struggle). With the inspiration of the struggles Comrade Prasad
joined RSU and actively participated in its activities. When he completed
graduation he was one of the founders of ‘Organisation for Protection of
Girijan Rights’ (OPGR) in the beginning of 1990s. When government
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Both for the production on a mass scale of... communist
consciousness, and for the success of the cause itself, the alteration
of men on a mass scale is, necessarily, an alteration which can only
take place in a practical movement, a revolution; this revolution is
necessary, therefore, not only because the ruling class cannot be
overthrown in any other way, but also because the class overthrowing
it can only in a revolution succeed in ridding itself of all the muck of
ages and become fitted to found society anew.

— Marx, The German ldeology

Just as the peasants and manufacturing workers of the last century
changed their whole way of life and became quite different people
when they were drawn into big industry, in the same way, communal
control over production by society as a whole, and the resulting new
development, will both require an entirely different kind of human
material.

— Engels, Principles of Communism

To belittle the socialist ideology in any way, to turn aside from it in
the slightest degree means to strengthen bourgeois ideology.

— Lenin, What is to be Done?

The chief endeavour of the bourgeoisie of all countries and of its
reformist hangers-on is to kill in the working class faith in its own
strength, faith in the possibility and inevitability of its victory, and thus
to perpetuate capitalist slavery. For the bourgeoisie knows that if
capitalism has not yet been overthrown and still continues to exist, it
owes it not to its own merits, but to the fact that the proletariat has
still not enough faith in the possibility of its victory.

— Stalin, ‘Report on the work of the Central Committee to
the Eighteenth Congress of the CPSU(B)’, March 10, 1939

In proceeding through the transitional era from capitalism to
socialism the main (or fundamental) contradiction is the contradiction
between socialism and capitalism

— Mao, ‘Speech at the Enlarged Third Plenary Session of
the Eighth CC of the CPC’
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stuck to the party’s line of protracted people’s war. He was steeled in the
severe internal struggles in the party. Though with limited subjective forces,
he courageously and with a strong will made efforts to build armed struggle
in the strategic areas. Though he lost contact with the CC, though the
region faced a lot of difficulties he dealt with unwavering confidence. He
was friendly with each and every comrade. He developed a democratic
atmosphere among the cadres. He gained the confidence of the masses.
His sacrificing nature, dedication, strong will, hard labour, courage and
everything in him are ideal for the comrades in the party. Swimming against
the tide is one great characteristic of Comrade Devraj. One could learn
from his ideals and become a good Communist activist.

Comrade Devraj was fluent in Tamil, English and Kannada languages.
He learnt Telugu, Hindi and Malayali languages for the sake of revolution.
He was skilled in writing polemical documents against the opportunists, in
making efforts to develop the party activists theoretically and politically, in
writing circulars and in teaching. He conducted Leadership Training
Program (LTP) to take up rectification in the party and to develop new
leadership.

With the martyrdom of Comrade Devraj our Party and Indian Revolution
lost a great leader. This is a heavy loss to the development of the movement
in Trijunction. His services to the development of Indian Revolutionary
movement for more than three and a half decades stay embedded in the
present movement. The CC calls upon the comrades of the whole party,
especially the comrades in the three states of the South West region to
learn from his ideals and to advance with his great spirit in a firm manner.
It conveys deep condolences to his family, comrades and friends who had
a lot of love and respect towards him. The Central Committee pledges to
achieve the aim of our beloved martyr Comrade Devraj. This would be the
actual homage to the great martyr.

Comrade Himadri Roy (Somen) is a most senior comrade in the
revolutionary movement of West Bung state. In 2002 he took up the
responsibility of the secretaryof the state committee of the erstwhile PW
party. After the formation of united party he continued to be a member of
the state committee and served the revolutionary movement. He was
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armed guerilla squad was arrested. In an attack on another squad the
commander was martyred. So the strategic planand the guerilla squads
were temporarily withdrawn.

Operation Green Hunt that the ruling classes took up to suppress the
revolutionary movement across the country was unleashed in a serious
way in the Western Ghats too. In the leadership of Com.Devraj the
comrades of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamilnadu completed theoretical,
political and organizational preparations and initiated the movement in the
strategic area of Trijunction (Kerala-Tamilnadu-Karnataka). Comrades
went to the masses of that area, conducted class investigation (survey)
and wrote a document in the leadership of Com. Devraj. Com. Devaraj
formed the SZC and took up the responsibility of the secretary of the
committee. The People’s Liberation Guerilla Squads widely propagated
the politics of protracted people’s war among the people of the tribes in the
area. PLGA successfully conducted the Politico-Military campaign in the
leadership of the Party. In this campaign PLGA destroyed the properties
of a few Big Bourgeois, Multi National Companies and the Government.
The squads integrated much more with the masses. Since the movement
in Trijunction aimed at revisionism it turned to be a big blow to the ruling
revisionists of Kerala. Com.Devraj played leadership role in this campaign.

Comrade Devraj made efforts for unity with Revolutionary Communist
groups. He had an important role in the merger of CPI (ML) Naxalbari
Party with our Party in 2013 December. He brought out the magazines of
the Party and the Mass Organisations.He wrote to Central magazines
Vanguard and People’s March. He wrote analytical articles to People’s
March about the reasons for the failure of LTTE.

Com. Devraj played a key role in the production and supply of Arms
and ammunition and other things such as grenades, as a part of the aim to
make success the plan of the central leadership to develop armed struggle.

Whatever the CC decided Com.Devraj took it up as his responsibility
and put efforts to implement it. He studied in depth the theory of Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism, the history of our country and the world revolution, the
basic documents of our party. He was theoretically and politically firm. He
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Keep Politics in Command!

Never Forget the Class Struggle!

Class Struggle is the Key Link!

Itis Right to Rebel Against the Reactionaries!

Bombard the Bourgeois Headquarters!

Distinguish Fragrant flowers from Poisonous weeds!
Fight Self, Repudiate Revisionism!

Practise Marxism, and Not Revisionism; Unite, and Don’t
Split; Be Open and Aboveboard, and Don’t Intrigue and
Conspire!

Unite to Win Still Greater Victories!

Grasp Revolution, Promote Production!

The Working Class must Exercise Leadership in
Everything!

High Hold the Banner of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism!
Down with Imperialism and All Reactionaries!
Victory to World Socialist Revolution!

Hold High the Banner of Proletarian Internationalism!
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Conference in 1995 Devraj was elected as the secretary of the State
Committee. In the All India Special Conference he was elected as an
alternate member of the CC. In 1997 he was coopted into the CC as a full
time member. When CPI (Maoist) emerged on the 21% September 2004
and in the Unity Congress-Ninth Congress of the Party, he was elected
into the CC. He was thus elected into the South West Regional Bureau.
When the minority opportunist disruptor clique of the state committee tried
to liquidate the movement in the Malnad perspective area of the Western
Ghats in 2002, Comrades Devraj and Saketh Rajan stood firm and stopped
their moves. During this time Comrade Saketh Rajan was martyred fighting
with the enemy heroically in the Malnad area. After his martyrdom, Comrade
Devraj continued the fight against the right opportunist clique in the guidance
of the CC and RB and united majority of the comrades in the Party line.
The opportunist revisionist clique left the Party in the State Conference in
2006. The CC released a polemical document with the name, ‘Opportunists
never understand the Revolutionary dialectics’. Comrade Devraj was the
main person in writing this document.

In 2002 the perspective area to develop the movement in Tamilnadu
was decided and a military camp was being conducted as a part of
preparation for the armed struggle. At this time the enemy attacked the
camp and many comrades including the secretary of the state were arrested.
So Com.Devraj had to take up the responsibility of the secretary of
Tamilnadu state too in 2003. In this period, he also conducted discussion
with the genuine revolutionary elements that left Janasakthi and other right
parties on behalf of the CC and led to their unity with the party. With
this,the Party continued in theright path in Kerala. He formed, guided and
strengthened the leadership team. In 2006-2007 the secretary of the RB
and a member were arrested and two comrades were martyred. In such a
difficult situation he stood firm and made the cadres of Tamilnadu and
Kerala stand firm.

In the leadership of Com.Devraj the state committee adopted the
perspective for Madurai and Dindigal areas with the aim of building agrarian
revolutionary movement in Tamilnadu. There was an encounter with the
police within a short time after starting the activities in this area and an
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In the First State Conference of Karnataka in 1987 Kuppu Devaraj,
Saketh Rajan and one more person were elected into the State Committee
with Comrade Azad as the secretary. This Conference decided to build
peasant movement in the rural area. Thus movement was initiated in the
plain area in Raichur-Bidar in the border of Andhra Pradesh. Party built
agricultural labour organization and took up anti feudal, anti imperialist and
anti state struggles. During this time it led the struggle against the Kaiga
nuclear plant. It formed student organisations in Bangalore, Sivamogga,
Mysore, Dharwad, Bidar, Raichur and Chithradurga.

Due to the crisis in the CC in 1985-87, there was no coordination
between the movements in the states. During this time Azad and Devraj
made a lot of efforts to keepup the cadres of Karnataka and Tamilnadu.
Comrade Devraj played an important role in keeping up the morale of
Tamilnadu cadres. He played an important role in overcoming the state of
confusion created out of a crisis in Tamilnadu Party in 1985. He took up
the responsibility to guide the party and played an important role in the
reorganization of the state committee and the movement.

When Nationality problem came forth in Karnataka the state committee
realized the importance of the problem and formed an organization
Karnataka Vimochana Ranga. Comrade Devraj had a role in this and in
building a movement on this issue.

In 1990 the Second State Conference of the Party was held. This
Conference reviewed the movement in the state and learnt lessons from
the shortcomings in the development of the revolutionary movement.

There was a second crisis in the CC. In this crisis the state committee
of Karnataka formulated a document to expose the wrong tendencies of
the opportunist minority clique in the CC. It called upon to fight against this
clique.

The state committee of Karnataka held state plenum in 1993 to rectify
the alien class tendencies in the party. This plenum took up the task of
advancing the movements on people’s problems. In 1999 when police
surrounded him Devraj escaped with great courage.

In the Third State Conference held before the All India Special
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In abid to eliminate the Indian Revolutionary movement the exploitive
ruling classes are unleashing the offensive in the third phase of Green
Hunt in a much more severe manner. Especially in 2016, in the name of
Mission 2016 they unleashed massacres and attacks in a seriousmanner.
Brave comrades of PLGA, People’s Militia and revolutionary masses laid
their warm blood and took up the war of resistance to defeat this offensive,
in the leadership of our Party. This People’s war is inspiring not only the
oppressed people of our country but of the world too. It is instilling the
masses with confidence in our Party. Democrats across the country are
agitating against the fascist suppression of the Indian exploitive classes
under the direction of the Imperialists, mainly the American imperialists.

In this path of People’s War/Struggle, nearly 180 comrades became
martyrs all over the country in a period of nine months from 2016 July to
2017 March. Our comradesheroically resisted the attack of the AP
Greyhounds in Ramaguda of the Andhra-Odisha border area, laid their
lives and protected the leadership. Thirty-one comrades have been martyred
in this incident. On the whole in this period, one CC member, 120 comrades
in DK, 14 in BJ, 34 in AOB, 3 in West Bung and a CC member and an
SZCM in the Western Ghats were martyred. Ninety of themartyrs were
murdered in fake encounters by the government mercenary armed forces.
Member of BJSAC, Comrade Ashish was killed in a covert action. Seven
comrades were martyred in enemy ambushes. Comrade Ajith Yadav, a
member of Zonal Committee was killed along with three comrades in the
attack of the counter revolutionary TPC gang in Palamu district of
Jharkhand. Nearly 70 comrades out of the total martyrs laid their lives in
encounters with the enemy forces putting up a heroic fight. The police
forces murdered 4 in Jharkhand and five in Odisha in the attacks on the
activists of anti displacement.

Member of the Central Committee of the Party Comrade Kuppu
Devaraj (Yogesh), SAC/SZC/SC members Comrades Himadri Roy
(Vidhanda, Somen of West Bung), Vijendra Yadav (Ashish, BJ), Bakuri
Venkataramana Raju (Ganesh, AOB), Chamala Kishtayya (Daya, AOB),
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Ajitha (Kaveri, Western Ghats) are among the martyrs. In the DvC/ZC
level, there are Comrades Prabhakar (Gangadhar, AOB), Suvarnaraju
(Kiran, AOB), Jagath (Kursam Ramamurthy, West Bastar, DK), Pali
(Darbha, DK), Ajith Yadav (Palamu, Jharkhand). There are 30 AC/PPC
comrades, 60 PMs/PLGA warriors, 6 RPC leaders and activists, 8 leaders
of mass organisations, 21 people’s militia commanders and fighters and 40
revolutionary sympathisers and masses. The leader of civil rights Comrade
Bojja Tharakam and the founder president of RYL and RWA member of
the first generation Comrade Vardhana Rao died out of old age. Their
martyrdom illuminated the path of New Democratic Revolution. Let us
pay a humble homage to all the martyrs. Let us pledge to dedicate ourselves
to achieve their aim.

A leader of Indian Revolution and Member of CC Comrade Devraj
was murdered in fake encounter along with Comrade Ajitha, SZC member
in WG on the 24" of November 2016 in Neelambur forest area of Keralam.
Comrade Devaraj was 62 and Comrade Ajitha 45.

Comrade Devaraj was working in a factory in Bangalore when he
came into contact with the party in the ending of 1970. He belongs to an
urban poor family. He has a wife, children, brothers and sisters. Even
before he came into contact with the Party, Comrade Devaraj started
revolutionary political work among the workers together with a few others.
In the leadership of Comrade Cherukuri Rajkumar (Azad), Devaraj soon
became a Professional Revolutionary. After he joined the party his house
became a center of party activities. He worked as an activist of the party
among students, workers and youth in political and organizational effort.
The committee including Comrades Devaraj, Saketh Rajan and another
comrade worked among the workers, students and youth in Bangalore,
Mysore and Kolar cities and took up struggles on various issues. It also
formed a cultural organization. Comrade Devaraj joined AILRC. In the
process a politically united leadership team was formed in the leadership
of Comrade Azad in 1985. Devaraj was an important person in this.

In the crisis in the Party in 1985, this state leadership team in Karnataka
strongly fought with the disruptor clique in the CC. Comrade Devaraj played
a vital role in this internal struggle.
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the Correct Handling of Contradictions among the People’. In this writing
he explained that although dictatorship of the proletariat is under the
leadership of the Communist Party, contradictions, classes and class struggle
would continue to exist. In Socialist society there are two different kinds of
contradictions — between the masses and the enemy and those among the
masses. In the same article Mao brought forth six standards to help the
masses distinguish ‘flagrant flowers’ from ‘poisonous weeds’. In the Third
Plenum of the Eighth CC in 1957 October, Mao said that the contradiction
between the bourgeois class and the proletariat would be the major one in
Socialist society. He also said that it would express in the politics and
ideological fields. He challenged the concepts of Liu Shao-chi and Deng
that the major contradiction would be between the backward forces of
production and the advanced Socialist society.

In 1957 the movement for Great Leap Forward took place depending
on the concept of self-reliance. It brought forth the understanding that we
have to advance through class struggle, struggle for production and scientific
experiment, in coordination with and depending upon agriculture and
industries. There were revolutionary changes in the development of
agricultural and industrial sectors. In 1957 there was a fight against the
bourgeois rightists. The anti-Party clique of Peng Te-huai was exposed in
Lushan meeting in 1959.

In the Movement for Socialist Education that started in the beginning
of 1962, there were ten points like the importance of class struggle, four
clean-ups, participation of Party activists and leadership in production and
so on. In order to achieve unity in the party, Mao formulated the basic line
for the whole period of Socialist society, in the Tenth plenum of the Eighth
Congress in 1962. This stood as the guideline for CPC until the demise of
Mao. Supporting the capitalist roaders hid in the Party Liu Shao-chi got
down to repressive measures on the Movement for Socialist Education.
He directly pounced upon the worker-peasant-soldier and oppressed
masses. In the beginning of 1964 Mao formulated two slogans, ‘In
agriculture learn from Tachai, in industry learn from Taching’. In the end
of 1964 CPC reviewed the movement for Socialist Education in Mao’s
leadership and formulated a twenty-three point document with the name
of ‘Immediate problems that arose in the Movement for Socialist Education
that took place in the rural areas’, for solving the immediate problems. For

32 PEOPLE’'S WAR-11(Special issue on GPCR) March 2017

Comrade Daya had an important role in raising the consciousness of
the people of Mali, Devamali, Rakthakhandi and other areas on the problem
of displacement and lead the struggle through various United Fronts. He
had an important role in organizing agricultural labour, peasantry and women
widely in liquor struggles, struggles for remunerative prices, in struggles
against displacement. He was active in establishing mass organisations,
militia, solving the people’s problems in the people’s courts and other such
things.

Comrade Daya also played a prominent role in the military field. He
had direct and indirect participation in many attacks.

Wherever Daya worked he learnt the local language. He had the
initiative to mingle with the local masses and was one among them.
Wherever he went he gained good command on the terrain. He was
exemplary in loving the masses and in maintaining lively relations with
them. Not only the people and the cadres but he too wished his presence in
any meeting. He inspired the masses with his speeches and songs. When
the police arrested the people, he met their families, consoled them, gave
them the courage and explained them politically. He took care that they
stood with revolution. He paid attention to comrades released from jail and
sustain them in the revolutionary practice. He had as much hatred towards
the class enemy as his love towards the masses.

He helped the woman comrades who were lagging behind. He helped
those who lost their partners. He was good in developing the new comrades.
He was close with comrades facing problems and extended cooperation
for their political development. Comrade Daya was exemplary in his
marriage too. He constantly struggled against himself to rectify his
shortcomings. He put forth his self-criticism and strived to overcome them.
The loss of Comrade Daya who had the Communist ideals and experience
in mass movements is a serious loss to the AOB movement. Let us pledge
to struggle till our last breath for New Democratic Revolution and later
Socialism-Communism that Comrade Daya dreamt.

Comrade Ajitha (Kaveri, 45) war born in a poor family in Chennai, the
state capital of Tamilnadu. She entered the revolutionary student’s
movement in the end of 1980. As a student she joined a woman’s
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organization, ‘Tamilnadu Pennurimai Kajagam’ and developed into its leader
with her active, militant work. She led many struggles against violence on
women and tried to bring the women into the path of revolution. She worked
as an advocate in Chennai for some years as a part of urban movement.
Since the state repression in Tamilnadu became intense she went
underground and led the urban movement and the mass organisations. She
also led Trade Union struggles as a part of the urban movement.

She firmly stood in the Party line in the fight against the rightist
opportunist line in the Tamilnadu party in mid-2000 decade. Her life partner
adopted opportunist line, left the party and formed a small clique. But she
stood firmly with the revolutionary line. She fought against male domination
in the society and also in the Party with a Marxist understanding. She was
elected into the SZC in 2012. After the Coimbattore arrests in 2014 May
the police tried to arrest Com.Ajitha many times. As per the decision of
SZC she joined the guerilla squads and led the movement in Trijunction.
Comrade Ajitha was keenly interested in study and class struggle. She had
a Marxist perspective towards the woman’s question. She emphasized the
importance of women’s participation for the success of revolution and
worked with great will for more than two and a half decades. She suffered
with ill-health right from the beginning. But she was enough active, dynamic
and strong willed to lead the movement relentlessly. She was a daring
communist fighter. Comrade Ajitha is a great communist of the Indian
revolution.Let us pledge to make the NDR success with the aim of
establishing Communism as Comrade Ajitha aspired.

The exploiting ruling classes of India are day dreaming of eliminating
revolution by murdering the revolutionaries. They are adopting many
schemes. In the people’s revolutionary war against the enemy’s reactionary
war, in the third phase of Operation Green Hunt many comrades starting
from the revolutionary masses to the leaders of the village, area, division,
state and the central leadership and being martyred. The martyrdom of all
these comrades is a serious loss to the mass movements and the party. But
they stay forever among us and the masses. Let us instill their revolutionary
spirit in our hearts and advance. Let us work with dedication to achieve
the aims of the martyrs. Let us fulfill the ideals of the martyrs.*
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crime’. There were large scale revolutionary land reforms in 1950. [Liu
Shao-chi] group opposed these land reforms. In 1951 a movement of
criticism took place against narrow views regarding five kinds of personal
relationships. There was a movement against Economism and Bureaucracy
of the leaders in the Trade Unions. There was a movement against the
three evils of corruption, waste and bureaucracy in the government. In
1952 there were movements against the five evils and to implement a few
rules on private companies.

In the guidance of Mao the CPC took up the policy of ‘three years of
preparation, ten years of planned economic construction’ and achieved
remarkable successes in the initial period. So by 1956 individual ownership
basically ended in agriculture, handicrafts, capitalist industries, trade and
means of production. Collective method in agriculture came into practice
all over the country. The New Democratic Revolution became the Socialist
Revolution. Primary Socialist society formed. The Eighth Congress of CPC
in September 1956 synthesized this success.

When revisionism arose in CPSU (B) revisionist trends started gaining
influence in the topmost levels in CPC. In the Eighth Congress the revisionist
understanding of the General Secretary Liu Shao-chi was dominant. The
resolution of the Congress on the Political Report said thus — ‘The major
contradiction in our country...is in essence that between the advanced
Socialist society and the backward forces of production in the society’.
This Congress could not provide a clear understanding about the class
contradictions of the Socialist society. Taking chance of this weakness the
bourgeois opportunism of Liu Shao-chi strengthened much more. He brought
forward the revisionist theory of ‘forces of production’. He argued that
since there were no classes in China, there was no need for class struggle
and that there would not be a two line struggle in the party as its reflection.
After the Eighth Congress of the CPC, Liu Shao-chi took up capitalist
restoration more nakedly in the foot steps of Khrushchev, the traitor of
revolution. He brought many bourgeois representatives favourable to him
in a subtle manner into important positions in the Party and the government
and conspired to establish his control.

After the campaign ‘Let hundred flowers blossom and hundred schools
of thought contend’ for two months in 1956 (from April to June), Liu Shao-
chi clique stopped it intentionally. In 1957 Mao wrote the great article, ‘On
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parliamentary electoral system — Brazil (1964), Indonesia (1965), Chile
(1975) - were eliminated with the military actions and barbaric white terror
of'the fascist, exploitive ruling class governments.

China Communist Party in the leadership of Mao stood in the forefront
of the struggle against Khrushchev’s modern revisionism. It recognized
Stalin as the greatest Marxist-Leninist. Since 1956, CPC fought internally
in the Party forums for seven long years to defeat Khrushchev’s revisionism.
This effort continued in the meeting of 60 fraternal parties in 1957, in the
meeting of 80 fraternal parties in 1960 and in the meetings of the CPC with
the leadership of CPSU (B). This struggle became open in 1963 and
continued through out 1964. This open struggle came to be known as the
Great Debate. The Great Debate is a conceptual, comprehensive struggle
against modern revisionism. It became a central point to mobilise all the
proletarian revolutionaries of the world. Through this Great Debate Mao
formulated policies for important problems of the International proletariat
— basic contradictions in the world, who were friends and who were
enemies, the objectives of the movement, the path to achieve World Socialist
Revolution —the policies to solve these and enriched Marxism-Leninism.
CPC wrote a famous letter to CPSU (B) on 14th June, 1963 suggesting
the general line of ICM. Later it published nine comments detailing about
neo colonialism, war and peace, peaceful co-existence, the revisionism of
Yugoslavia, Khrushchev and the lessons from it and other such problems.
These became famous as the documents of Great Debate. Many
revolutionary forces mobilized on the revolutionary line of CPC under the
leadership of Mao during the period of Great Debate. During this time
revolutionary Communist Parties were formed on the basis of Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist ideology in almost all the countries of the world.

Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution — The Background

Mao’s revolutionary policy was to advance the process of Socialist
transformation by utilizing the National bourgeois (Private) industries,
controlling and changing it, after the New Democratic Revolution
accomplished in China in 1949. On the contrary Liu Shao-chi brought forth
a bourgeois opportunistic policy. He said, ‘Capitalism in China is still in the
beginning stage. It must have an unlimited expansion. In such a situation
capitalist exploitation would be a characteristic of development but not a
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EDITORIAL

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of socialist China (1966-76)
was an earth-shaking event of world-historic importance. It was the result
of the summing up of all the positive and negative experiences of the world
working class movement for establishing socialism and communism. Under
the leadership of Mao, it developed the revolutionary theory and practice
of the international proletariat to a new and higher level. It was a unique
and unprecedented revolution led by the proletariat against the bourgeoisie
under the conditions of socialism and the dictatorship of the proletariat. It
was a revolution to bring the superstructure in conformity with the socialist
economic base. It was a revolution of the period of transition from capitalism
to communism through the intermediate stage of socialism by defeating
the attempts of domestic and foreign revisionists and reactionaries to restore
capitalism. It was a revolution by millions upon millions of people who rose
up like stormy waves to smash the enemy strongholds. In the process, they
also transformed their own world outlook, which was essential for carrying
forward the socialist revolution. It was a revolution to continue the revolution
to till its final victory — the establishment of communism by carrying the
socialist revolution through to the end.

GPCR was the result of the further development of the Marxist
theoretical concept of continuous revolution. Led by Mao, new theoretical
principles related to class struggle under socialism and the dictatorship of
the proletariat were developed which were necessary to guarantee the
victory of socialism. Not only that, these theories were tested and proven
in the crucible of practice during the GPCR. This was a unique, new and
higher level experience for the world proletariat and the international
communist movement.

Apart from changing the entire Chinese society, the GPCR also had a
worldwide impact. It was a catalyst for a new wave of communist and
national liberation movements across the world. It provided the impetus
for a decisive ideological and political break with revisionism. It provided
the backdrop of the beginning of a new type of working class movements
in the capitalist countries and protracted people’s wars in several oppressed
countries including India which upheld Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as their
guiding ideology.

In the communist movement of our country, an ideological struggle
was already going on under the leadership of revolutionary forerunners
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like comrades CM and KC. This ideological struggle led to the historic
Naxalbari armed agrarian revolutionary upsurge of 1967. Thus, it was in
the international backdrop of the GPCR that the people’s war was initiated
in India under the leadership of comrades CM and KC. This glorious
people’s war has continued on a tortuous path for the last five decades and
is going to complete its fiftieth anniversary.

The class struggle between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat has
been continuing since the GPCR came to an end four decades back. Many
of'the genuine revolutionary communist parties that were built or reorganised
during the GPCR are still in existence and are leading the class struggle in
several countries. Wherever the leadership of these parties have been
able to creatively apply the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism
— particularly the lessons of GPCR — they could sustain or strengthen the
parties even amidst victories and defeats, ups and downs and twists and
turns of the revolutionary movement. Wherever the leadership could not
do this, the parties disintegrated and the movement was lost.

By creatively applying MLM in the concrete conditions of a country,
by bringing the vast masses of the people into the arena of class struggle
under its guidance and by fighting with tremendous courage and sacrifice,
a strong party can be built where there is no such party, a strong army can
be built where there is no such army and political power can be seized
where there is no political power. Our task ahead is to firmly grasp MLM
and the spirit of GPCR in order to achieve our immediate and ultimate
goals. It is only in this way that the working-class can meet the challenge
of effectively fighting and finally burying imperialism, which, though in its
deathbed, will not leave the stage of history on its own.

All our comrades should deeply study the experiences of GPCR to
grasp its tremendous significance, learn from its wide-ranging lessons and
apply them creatively in their revolutionary practice. With the hope that it
may be of help in this endeavour, we are bringing out this issue of People’
War as a special issue on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
initiation of GPCR and as a part of the anniversary celebrations by our
Party. This issue includes two articles written on this occasion and a
selection of two historic documents, excerpts and quotations on the GPCR.
Our Central Committee is also releasing a separate commemorative volume
The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution will Shine For Ever which
is a compilation of several historic documents, articles, excerpts and
quotations.
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revolutionary phase. Lenin’s scientific analysis of imperialism basing on
the basic concepts of Marxism is totally correct. The basic concept of
Leninism is not outdated’. Mao also made it clear that the revolutionary
centre changed to Asian, African and Latin American areas.

Few wrong trends arose in the understanding of CPSU (B) and Stalin.
It was mainly about the existence of classes in socialism, their role and
class struggle. In the report to the 18th Congress of the Party in March
1939 Stalin said thus: ‘Antagonistic classes and enemy classes no more
exist in Soviet society’. So they were dogmatic and felt that class struggle
is no more necessary and that revolution in the economic base and the
development of forces of production would automatically advance to
Communism.

Khrushchev clique that took up new kind of capitalist class leadership
after the demise of Stalin in 1953 consolidated the counter revolutionary
rebellion. This clique killed or chased the revolutionaries in the party. The
domination of this new class took birth and grew internally in CPSU (B)
basing on the revisionist political line. This grew without any hurdles. By
1956 the Soviet traitorous clique seized the party and the state power.
Since then the Russian bourgeois privileged stratum widened its own political
and economic power in a big scale. This privileged stratum came to a
dominant place in the party, government and army, economic and cultural
fields. In the 20th Congress of the CPSU (B) it started spreading its
revisionist poison into the other Communist Parties. At the same time this
clique started attack on the so called cult of the individual of Stalin and
brought forth its revisionist three ‘peace’ theory - peaceful transformation,
peaceful co-existence and peaceful competition.

The leaderships of majority ‘Communist’ parties in the world accepted
the revisionist line that the revisionist Khrushchev proposed (since by that
time they turned revisionist). By 1948 Socialist state Yugoslavia degenerated
into a capitalist country due to traitorous Tito clique. Thorez, the leader of
France in the Third International took up bourgeois national chauvinist
attitude. He turned to be a class agent of the French imperialist bourgeoisie.
Togliatti of Italy brought forth the theory ‘to reform Capitalism as Socialism
with structural reforms’ through bourgeois parliament. The leadership of
CPI changed its tactical line so as to take up peaceful path. The Parties
that sincerely tried to implement ‘peaceful transformation’ through bourgeois
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possible number of countries. Thus history proved that the strategy and
tactics the Third International adopted were basically correct.

However the Third International was dogmatic in thinking that the
revolutionary path in all the countries would be an insurrection like in Russia.
Also, in the United Front against fascism, it saw only unity and left struggle.
Thus few communist Parties of Europe and the Communist Party of India
fell in reformism and turned out to be the tails of ruling classes. In the later
period all these parties took up revisionist line. The Third International
could not fight against these revisionist trends. The various member countries
faced much varied conditions and it was incapable to guide them. So the
Third International (Comintern) dissolved on the 10th of June 1943.

The great Marxist teacher Mao applied the concept of unequal
development in imperialism to the specific (semi-feudal, semi-colonial,
colonial) conditions of China. He said that country wide liberation is not
possible at a time and found out the path of Protracted People’s War in
which, country wide success would be achieved by extending from a base
area in the vast backward rural area where the enemy is weak to many
base areas, extending from small areas to extended areas thus liberating
the rural areas first and finally encircle and seize the cities. Mao said that
the New Democratic Revolution going on in China is an inseparable part
of the advancing World Socialist Revolution. The CPC faced defeat,
victories, many ups and downs, difficulties for 28 years, did protracted
people’s war and finally seized country-wide state power in October 1949.
This is exemplary path for all the colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal
countries. Mao protected and developed the Marxist-Leninist theory by
taking up struggles against the rightist, leftist opportunistic and many alien
trends that arose in various phases in the CPC and by creatively applying
the theory to the specific conditions of Chinese revolution and to the various
fields in revolution. Thus the Chinese revolutionary class struggle became
a main centre for the development of Marxism-Leninism.

After the Second World War there were major changes in the world.
The National revolutions in China and other Asian and European countries
achieved great success. Imperialists became very weak. The World Capitalist
market diminished. The imperialist political, economic and social crisis
intensified more. Anyhow the imperialist phase continued. In such conditions,
Mao said thus - ‘We are still in the imperialist phase, the proletarian
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CPI(Maoist) on the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

The Importance of Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution

Successes — Lessons

CC, CPI (Maoist), February 26,2017

(On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution of China)

It is fifty years to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of China
by the 16th of May 2016. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of
China started on the 16th of May, 1966 and continued until October 1976.
The Communist Party of China took up Great Debate under the leadership
of Comrade Mao Tse-tung against modern revisionism (1956-1966) that
stood as a symbol of this new beginning. During the Great Debate, a few
capitalist roaders among the key persons in the Central Committee of the
CPC like Li Shao-chi and Deng Hsiao-ping took up shelter in the modern
revisionist theory of ‘forces of production’. The Great Debate much more
intensified and lastly led to the GPCR that shook the world. The internal
struggle that began between the capitalist roader Li Shao-chi and his
revisionist clique, and the genuine revolutionaries in the CPC since 1956
gradually led to antagonistic contradiction due to the traitorous actions of
Liu Shao-chi. So the CPC under the leadership of Mao gave the call for
GPCR, “bombard the bourgeois headquarters”. This was a theoretical,
political struggle and a great upsurge of revolutionary masses. Through the
new forms of organization like Cultural Revolution Groups, Revolutionary
Committees, Congresses and the Plenaries, workers, peasants, soldiers,
students-youth, red guards, revolutionary intellectuals, revolutionary cadres
and leadership rose to make the Cultural Revolution a success.
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The objective of GPCR was — to continue revolution in all the fields of
superstructure in order to advance the Socialist Economic system under
the proletarian dictatorship towards the construction of Communist society;
to absolutely eliminate the possibilities of the restoration of the classes
overthrown in the New Democratic Revolution (the big landlord, comprador
bureaucratic bourgeois classes serving imperialism) and to continue
revolution in the dictatorship of the proletariat to fail their attempts for
capitalist restoration. GPCR also had the immediate aim to end revisionism,
employ the mass strength in a struggle form based on mass line to remove
the capitalist roaders settled in the Party leadership and Party organization.
This was a tortuous class struggle against the capitalist roaders and the
continuation in China of the world wide struggle against modern revisionism.
It was the signal of a new phase in the advancement of Chinese revolution.
Regarding GPCR the constitution of our Party said — ‘Socialist society
covers a considerable long historical period. Throughout this historical period,
there will be classes, class contradictions and class struggle. The struggle
between Socialist road and Capitalist road will also continue to exist. Only
depending on and carrying forward the theory of continuing the revolution
under the dictatorship of the proletariat can correctly resolve all these
contradictions. In this context the GPCR initiated and led by Mao Tse-tung
was a great political revolution carried out under the conditions of Socialism
by the proletariat against the bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes to
consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and there by fighting against
the danger of capitalist restoration’.

GPCR proved Mao’s teaching that ‘many cultural revolutions are
needed to achieve Communism’. This would be possible only through the
construction and consolidation of Socialist society. GPCR contributed to a
break from the revisionist trends in the Communist movements of various
countries across the globe, by fighting with them and choose the
revolutionary line in the direction of MLM. Maoist Parties were formed in
almost all the countries. Proletarian Parties of many countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America (Philippines, Turkey, India, Peru) took up and
are continuing armed agrarian revolutionary struggles and protracted people’s
war.

Inspired with the GPCR and as a continuation of Great Debate, the
forces representing the struggle against the revisionism of CPI and later
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With the exposure of the traitorous leadership of the Second
International, the revolutionary forces of the old Parties in many capitalist
countries consolidated to form Communist Parties. All these forces
integrated and the Third International formed in March 1919 in the leadership
of Lenin. It held the First Congress and elected the Committee for
Communist International. ‘It gave a call to the workers of all countries to
fight for proletarian dictatorship and for the victory of Soviets across the
world. It adopted a Manifesto for the workers of all countries’.

The Communist Party of Soviet Union (Bolshevik) (CPSU (B)) properly
implemented the ‘War Communism’ policy. It started the process of building
Socialism in a relatively backward country. In the leadership of Stalin it
followed proper tactics in the Imperialist (Second World) war and turned
the war favourable for the proletariat. It guided the outbreak of National
Liberation struggles in the colonial and semi-colonial countries. It adopted
a suitable strategy and tactics for those countries. It achieved success in
many countries and thus formed a Socialist camp constituting one third of
the humanity. Marxist-Leninist theory stepped forward and achieved a
historic progress.

Immediately after the demise of Lenin, Stalin summarized the main
additions Lenin made to Marxism. He researched the historic origins of
Leninism and explained the main characteristics of Leninism regarding
method, theory, party, proletarian dictatorship, peasant problem, nationality
problem, strategy-tactics and party method of work.

In the period of Socialism in Soviet Union, collectivization of agricultural
sector and the tasks of Socialist industrialization were basically achieved.
The government of Soviet Union under the leadership of Stalin adopted
basically proper tactics as per the specific situation of the Second World
War. When non fascist imperialist forces were instigating Germany on
Soviet Union, Stalin came to a ceasefire agreement with Germany in August
1939. Thus the Second World War first started as the War between
imperialists. In June 1941, fascist Germany attacked Soviet Union, the
Socialist base. With this the character of war turned to be anti-fascist. The
tactics the Third International adopted in the earlier period were applied.
These tactics worked towards the protection of Soviet Union, towards the
defeat of fascist war mongers, towards the success of the National
Liberation struggles and towards the establishment of Soviet power in
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the revolutionary spate during the First World War, mobilized and organized
the proletariat and the peasantry, made the Great Socialist October
Revolution in Russia a success and established the first Socialist country
under the dictatorship of the proletariat in the World.

On the contrary, the leader of the Second International Kautsky defined
imperialism as ‘Ultra Imperialism’, as a system establishing an organized,
stable capitalist world, as imperialism without contradictions and a phase
of capitalism without the possibility of wars. He said thus we could attain
socialism through peaceful path and brought the revisionist theory that
protects imperialism. Thus he divorced from class struggle and proletarian
dictatorship. The Second International brought forward the dogmatic theory
that ‘revolution would come at a time across Europe, there is no other
way’ for which it quoted what Marx said about capitalism in the phase of
free trade. During the initial period of the bourgeois democratic revolutions
against the reactionary feudal system, in view of the progressive character
of the revolutions, Marx gave a call to ‘Defend the Mother land’. This was
implemented in the imperialist phase in a dogmatic manner by the Second
International. Thus, after the First World War the Second International
quashed the possibilities to make the Socialist revolutions of various
countries of Europe a success.

The imperialists, the revisionist ‘heroes’ of the Second International
who served them and all anti-revolutionaries and traitors came together to
form a ‘holy alliance’ against Marxism-Leninism and intensified attacks
from all sides. On the other hand, the Trotskyist clique talked about permanent
revolution in the guise of leftist jargon and brought forth a theory that
though revolution wins in a country, it can never sustain. This clique rejected
the Brest-Litovsk accord and deceived the revolution.

Lenin and Stalin made it clear that the proletarian dictatorship formed
in Russia must be consolidated, that this country should be utilized as a
revolutionary base of the world and the elimination of the imperialism spread
over the rest of the world be speeded up. So they expressed their view that
all National Democratic, Socialist Revolutions in the respective countries
of the world in the imperialist era were the inevitable part of World Socialist
Revolution. They also clearly said that if revolution is successful in a country
it would not be absolutely self-completed and that its ultimate victory depends
on the completion of World Socialist Revolution.
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CPI(M) supported MLM and started digesting it theoretically and mainly
in their revolutionary practice. Thus, condemning the program of the 7th
Congress of CPI(M) as revisionist, the first rank great leaders like Comrade
CM, Comrade KC and many other Maoist forces in large numbers came
to the fore. The Great Naxalbari Uprising Comrade Charu Mazumdar led
and started on the 231d of May, 1967 initiated the ‘Spring Thunder’ in
India. Since then the history of the Communist movement took a qualitative
new turn.

On the eve of celebrating the 50th anniversary of the GPCR we need
to know the prominence, the greatness and the theoretical understanding
of the revolution. We must secure this theory and creatively apply it in the
future revolutionary struggles. We must synthesize the good and the bad of
this great struggle in the light of dialectical materialist theory. By eliminating
the bad we would be able to implement the theory of GPCR with a genuine
revolutionary spirit. Imperialists, modern revisionists of Russia and China,
the reactionaries, the capitalist roaders of Western Europe made ill
propaganda on the GPCR then and also now. We must expose this among
the world proletariat, peasantry and other broad oppressed masses. Workers,
peasants and all the oppressed masses will be liberated only with the
attainment of Socialism and Communism. In order to understand the GPCR
in this perspective, we must briefly understand the historical experience of
the International Communist Movement (ICM), study the background, the
process, the mistakes, the successes and the lessons of the GPCR.

The historical experience of the ICM in brief

The bourgeois revolution that started in England in the 17th century
continued till the end of the 19th century. With this the Capitalist system
gained irrevocable success over the reactionary feudal system in North
West Europe and North America. However this world bourgeois revolution
succeeded, lost, again succeeded and finally succeeded in a protracted
process. The new capitalist system that emerged in this process itself gave
birth to a militant proletariat class. The analysis of social, economic, political
conditions and the emergence of proletarian ideology became inevitable.
Marxism embedded the best of all the sciences the human race created, in
the form of the German philosophy of'the 1 gth century, the English economics
(that sprouted from the British centered Industrial revolution), and French
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Socialism (that grew from the French Revolution of 1789). This acted as
the material basis for it as a Revolutionary, Socialist and Communist ideology.
By 1848 this hypothesized in the best way as Communist Manifesto.

The creators of Marxism, Marx and Engels participated in the severe
class struggle that took place during the free trade stage of Capitalism.
Proletarian leaders Marx and Engels spent their whole lives to abstract
and develop Marxist theory, from the three great revolutionary practices —
the class struggle, the struggle for production and the scientific experiment
that happened and was happening in the society. With great study, and in
the process of struggle against the wrong tendencies in all the fields, Marx
and Engels brought forward the three parts of Marxism — Philosophy,
Political Economy and Scientific Socialism, the fundamental concepts of
class struggle.

In Europe, when Marxism emerged initially and proletarian class was
embedding the theory for its sake, the enemies of Marxism immediately
realized that there was a severe danger from it. They said that a spectre
was haunting Europe and all the ruling classes of old Europe formed a
‘holy alliance’ to eliminate it. Marxism developed and advanced amidst
these severe counter attacks.

Proletarian organisations and struggles developed in this period under
the guidance of Marxism. Marxism embraced the proletarian masses and
advanced. Independent proletarian parties — First International and German
Social Democratic Party — were formed for the first time in Marxist
leadership. In this process Marx foresaw the possibility of revolution in all
the West European capitalist countries simultaneously. And Marxism led a
big proletarian class movement that started challenging the bourgeois class.

Marxism fought and defeated the wrong trends in the proletarian class
movement in the Communist League and the First International, especially
Bakunin anarchism, Blanquist trend and Lasallianism (bourgeoisie
opportunist trend). The theory of Marx drew a clear line of demarcation
between Scientific Socialism and all types of fake socialisms including
Utopian Socialism.

History has proved during the time of Marx and Engels itself that the
tactics formulated to develop the International Proletarian class movement
by synthesizing its experiences are totally correct. Especially Paris
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Commune ascertained without doubt that the Marxist understanding about
the issues like Party, State and Proletarian dictatorship is totally correct.

Though the 1871 Paris Commune was a success, it collapsed within a
short period. But the value of the theory regarding class struggle and
proletarian dictatorship did not come down. It rather increased. Forty-six
years after this the Great October Socialist Revolution was a success. The
defeat of a revolution does not mean that it ended permanently.

After the demise of Marx and Engels, Marxism extended
organizationally. With the emergence of capitalist monopoly organisations
and with the emergence of imperialism, in addition to the repression from
outside, the main enemy of Marxism attacked the Socialist parties from
inside too. So opportunism and revisionism rose in the proletarian class
leadership and its Parties and organisations. The Second International turned
to be the main danger to the International proletarian class movement.
Except for the Bolshevik Party in the leadership of Lenin all the Parties in
the Second International deceived Marxism, or became opportunist. In the
struggle against revisionism in the Second International, Lenin creatively
applied Marxism to the revolutionary practice in Russia and defended it.
He developed it into another stage, the higher stage, Marxism-Leninism.

During the emergence of the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution, great Marxist teachers Lenin and Stalin continued the
revolutionary legacy of Marx and Engels. The series of struggles against
the wrong trends in the Russian revolutionary movement [(Narodniks,
Economists, Social Revolutionaries, Mensheviks, Trotskyites, Bukharinists,
(narrow) Nationalists and other such petty bourgeois parties)]| formed a
strong foundation for Leninist Party. Capitalism that was in the phase of
free trade developed into a new phase, Imperialism. Lenin said imperialism
is ‘the moribund capitalism’. Lenin reached to this important conclusion by
studying the concrete forms and rules of the special characteristics of
imperialism. He said, ‘Due to the unequal economic and political
development, Imperialism must be destroyed in its weakest link; Proletarian
revolution would be successful first in one or more countries’. During the
First World War period, Russia was one main centre for all kinds of
contradictions in imperialism. So Lenin transformed the war between the
imperialists as civil war and led the Russian proletariat to overthrow the
Russian bourgeois dictatorship with revolutionary violence. Thus they utilized

March 2017 PEOPLE’'S WAR-11(Special issue on GPCR) 25




production of fertilisers, chemicals and artificial textiles increased. In this
period 13 big fertilizer factories were constructed. The production of these
factories was equal to one fifth of the production in the Chinese chemical
fertilizers. In 1970s, China constructed many small scale chemical fertilizer
factories. By 1978 there were 1,534 small chemical fertilizer factories in
China. These small fertilizer factories played an important role in the
agricultural growth of the country.

In 1960s and 1970s America and other Western countries spread ‘green
revolution’ technical know how to backward countries like India, Mexico,
Brazil, Philippines and others. The spread of ‘green revolution’ technology
had a destructive impact on the agriculture in these backward countries.
Chemical fertilisers, pesticides and heavy machinery enhanced agricultural
production. But with the growth of production crop prices fell. Moreover,
the price of productivity gradually went up. Many small peasants could not
cope up with the ups and downs in the market. A large number of small
peasants became bankrupt. They lost their lands. They had to migrate to
the towns for livelihood. The emergence of large scale slums and excessive
increase in homeless people in the backward countries is the consequence
of the technical spread of ‘green revolution’ of the Western countries. This
intensified the crisis in agriculture, rural areas and the peasantry by three
times. It is difficult to assess the impact of this crisis now.

China was the only country that could avoid this agrarian crisis. This
was the result of its collective agricultural methods. Organized Chinese
peasants developed indigenous agricultural (green) revolution in their own
style. Chinese peasants had collective ownership on land. They distributed
the results of agricultural (green) revolution technique equally. They avoided
the destructive ill effects and thus benefited from it. The indigenous (self-
reliant) agricultural revolutionary technique reduced the intensity of
agricultural labour. In addition to this, it helped for the emergence of many
rural agricultural industries. Due to the emergence of these rural agricultural
industries the peasants had to leave their fields to participate in the industrial
work. But they did not have to leave their villages. During the Cultural
Revolution, the development of this agricultural revolutionary technique,
the utilization of the locally made agricultural machinery and the emergence
of rural industries increased the level of the living standards of Chinese
farmers.
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the first time this movement aimed at the capitalist roaders hid in the Party.
The internal struggle between the capitalist and socialist lines took a much
intense form and a mass form in the end of 1964. In the CC meeting in
1966 October, Liu Shao-chi and Deng Hsiao Ping tried to escape with a
self-criticism. But the CC rejected it. Finally this clique conspired to seize
power on the 7th September 1968. Finally the Twelfth Extended Plenary
meeting of the Eighth Congress of the CPC in October 1968 announced
Liu Shao-chi as a traitor, disrupter of revolution in the guise of Party and
the leader of capitalist roaders. He was expelled from all the positions
inside and outside the Party.

Since the establishment of Chinese People’s Republic, all main
theoretical struggles in the political and ideological fields were related to
either highlighting or opposing the basic line of the Party in the direction of
Socialism. Criticism on a reactionary cinema, ‘the life of Wu Hsun’, criticizing
bourgeois idealism in studying the Dream of Red Chamber, criticizing
reactionary Hu Feng clique, fighting against the rightists, criticizing the
reactionary metaphysical theory of Yang Hsian Chen, ‘Two combine one’,
against the revolutionary dialectical concept of ‘One divides into two’ of
Mao are part of this movement.

So the CPC in the leadership of Mao faced the problem of solving the
main problems that arose in Socialist construction. The first was in the
transformation of the whole people having ownership of the means of
production to Socialist ownership. If this is achieved the forces of production
would develop. But there arose a gap between these advanced forces of
production and backward relations of production. If the relations of
production were not revolutionized much more, they would come in the
way of further development of the forces of production. If the relations of
production are to be revolutionized, if the people are to accept Socialist
relations in the Communes, Factories, Universities, Government, Army and
Homes, it is necessary to revolutionise the superstructure constantly. For
this, it is necessary to eradicate the strongly rooted influence and remains
of the old exploitive classes; to solve the contradictions between the
proletariat and peasantry, between the urban and the rural areas, between
mental and physical labour; to deal properly with the bourgeois class that
develops coincidentally from the production of small scale products; to
change the old habits and customs. To do this, the bourgeois rights must be
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restricted; ‘value concept’ must be stopped. In the process of solving these
problems the great Marxist teacher Mao made many experiments and
finally found the form of Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

The Process of GPCR

Though the Tenth Plenary meeting of the Eighth CC in 1962 accepted
the Socialist Cultural Revolution officially, its implementation was half hearted
and in the opposite direction of Mao’s line. Finally the CC in the guidance
of Mao dissolved the leading ‘Group of Five’ that was back stabbing the
Cultural Revolution, in 1966 May. It formed a new ‘Cultural Revolution
Group’ in the direct supervision of the Standing Committee of the Polit
Bureau. With this the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution started in the
actual way. The 1966 May 1 6th circular formulated the theory, line, concepts
and policies for GPCR. It called upon the whole Party and the whole
masses of the country to aim and fight against the representatives of the
bourgeois class. On the sthof August, 1966 Mao personally put up a poster
with big characters, ‘Bombard the bourgeois headquarters’.

In 1966 Mao called for the Eleventh Plenary meeting of the Eighth CC
on the 8th of August and presided over it. This meeting released the policy
document for GPCR. This historically came to be known as the 16 point
policy document [circular]. This selected the form of struggle basing on
mass line. It requested the cadres of various levels to courageously announce
each and every thing, to support putting up big character posters, to conduct
great debate, to confide in the masses, to depend on them, to realize and
respect their initiative, to encourage them to criticize the weaknesses and
shortcomings of those in responsible posts. In this 16 point policy document
the Party suggested thus — ‘Presently our aim is to fight against the capitalist
roaders in power, to overthrow them, to criticize and reject the reactionary,
bourgeois education officers, the ideology of the bourgeois class and all
exploitive classes, to transform education, art, literature and all other things
of the super structure that are unfavourable to the Socialist economic base
and thus to facilitate the way to consolidate and develop the Socialist
system’.

After taking this decision, the CC withdrew the ‘work teams’ to
investigate, observe and study the problems and to conduct movement for
Socialist Education. It gave the initiative to the local level democratically
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Soviet Union. During the Cultural Revolution workers rejected material
incentives. They followed the policy of Mao — grasp revolution, promote
production and political work is the life line of all the economic work.

In the Third, Fourth and the Fifth Five Year Plans of this period, the
Chinese government invested 316,642 billion Yuan for infrastructure.
Industrial properties increased to 215,740 billion Yuan. By 1979, there were
355,000 industries. This was 2.25 fold when compared to 1965. These
industries went under the government ownership all over the country. There
were nearly 4,500 large and medium scale industries. Between 1967 and
1976, production in the oil sector increased by 18.6 per cent per annum. By
1978 the annual oil production reached 100 million tons. This was five
times more than that of 1965. Growth rate of 9.2 per cent per annum
continued in coal, chemicals and electricity during the ten years of Cultural
Revolution.

From 1965 to mid 1970 China invested 205 billion Yuan in the third line
(public sector) industries. Steel Plants, Industries manufacturing machine
equipment, Aeroplane manufacturing industries, Space programs and
Electronic Plants were established in the Middle and the Western areas.
By the end of 1970, the industrial properties of the third line reached one
third of the total industrial properties of China. Industrial production increased
3.92 times. Industrial production in the Middle and the Western areas
became strategically very important to the National Security of China as
either a Nation or a Country. It improved the gross industrial growth of
China. Production plans were formulated not for high profits but to fulfil
the necessities of the society.

Especially, dependence on foreign technology of the Soviet or the
Western countries in the factories in the government sector was criticized.
The Taching oil fields of North East China were opened with the Chinese
resources and engineering and work was initiated. They highlighted them
as a national example for new methods of production and products that
suit the conditions of China. This policy helped to protect the political
independence of China.

Mao emphasized self-reliance and also said technology should be
imported if necessary. In 1972 Mao and Chou En-lai together accepted a
scheme to import 26 foreign industrial plants and an investment of 5 billion
dollars. With the construction of a big group of Oil and Chemical plants the
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the right to recall any elected member at any time and elect another in their
place. People implemented broad democracy to unite the understandings
and thought of the masses, to enhance their political consciousness and to
achieve command in MLM. This kind of broad democracy is the best
method for the self enlightenment of the masses’.

‘Without such broad democracy, without the attention of the crores of
masses towards the affairs of the government, without the supervision of
the organs of the Party and the government, without supervising the
leadership cadres in all the levels, it is impossible to avoid the counter-
revolutionary revisionist forces seize Party leadership and government
power. It is impossible to avoid the transformation of proletarian dictatorship
into bourgeois dictatorship’.

So the concept of ‘mass line’ developed with the aim to adopt proper
policies to — serve the masses; avoid the increase of wrong trends in the
Party; to let the masses have direct political power; to supervise the
government mechanism and the party; criticize those in the power, expel
the degenerated elements; avoid restoration of capitalism and the
transformation of proletarian dictatorship to bourgeois dictatorship.

Thus GPCR created a strong Socialist social atmosphere in China. It
increased respect towards labour. This led to an unprecedented economic
growth in the history of the world. During the Cultural Revolution, those in
the management participated in physical labour. Workers participated in
the process of decision making in the Management. Workers, Engineers
and the Management solved technical and management problems with
mutual cooperation. With the help of the workers they reformed the rules
and regulations not useful for the workers. The theory and style of
revolutionary management developed the Workers, Engineers and the
Management to work together. This led to large scale productivity.

Impact of Cultural Revolution on Industries and Agriculture

At the time of establishment of the People’s Republic of China, its
industrial base was smaller than that of Belgium, a small country. Its gross
industrial production was one fifth of that of Belgium. During Mao’s time
Industrial production of China increased by 13.5 per cent per annum. The
growth of industrialization in this period was much more than in any other
country. It was above the industrial development in Germany, Japan and
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elected Cultural Revolution Committees. In response to the call of the CC
broad revolutionary masses came into the struggle. Lakhs of workers,
peasants, students, youth, intellectuals, revolutionary activists and Red
Guards came forth like a great wave. They stepped into the Cultural
Revolution with courage and daring. The slogan of right to rebel against
reactionaries resounded across the world. Within three months two crores
of'youth organized in the Red Guard squads in the Educational institutions.
Mao reviewed these squads in a big rally in Peking. Since then the Red
Guards became the main pillars of revolution. They paid attention towards
the affairs of the government. They criticized those in power. They
propagated Cultural Revolution among the broad masses. They destroyed
the old ideas, culture and customs and strived to bring new ones in that
place. They became one among the peasants and workers. They tried to
avoid violence. They distributed the 16 point policy document among the
crores of masses across the country for study. The masses read and
discussed it with great attention.

Though Mao passed the policies of Cultural Revolution with his immense
prestige, he was in minority in the CC by 1966. Three of the Standing
Committee of Seven in the CC —Mao, Lin Piao and Chou En Lai stood for
the proletarian revolutionary line. The control of the press in Peking and
the propaganda department of the CC were in the hands of the rightists
under the leadership of the President of the People’s Republic Liu Shao-
chi and the General Secretary of the Party Deng Hsiao Ping. By the time
of CC meeting in October 1966, Lin Piao (then Deputy Prime Minister),
Chen Po-ta (Editor of the Party organ Red Flag) came forth as the main
leaders of Cultural Revolution.

In 1966 the city of Peking became the centre of Cultural Revolution.
Lakhs of students and red guards led the mass wave against the capitalist
roaders. In a short time the main working class city of Shanghai became
the centre of the Cultural Revolution. The movement took a new form
with the call to destroy the main bourgeois headquarters (Shanghai Municipal
Party Committee) and to establish power organs in the cities and provinces
like the Paris Commune. The rightists tried to fight back the revolution by
mobilizing thousands of people, by suddenly paying bonuses, hiking wages
and trying to attract the workers with gifts. After Liu Shao-chi was
overthrown, his revisionist clique and agents started changing their tactics
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timely. They affected many to protect a few of their supporters; they
doubted all, overthrew all and did other such things. They brought rightist
slogans with weighty leftist jargon. They split the revolutionary masses. In
order to protect themselves they diverted a section of the masses and
deceived them. When proletarian revolutionaries nullified these schemes
they fanatically started another counter attack. The leaders of Shanghai
Municipal Party Committee Chen and Chao organized Red Militia in the
adverse wind that blew from the winter of 1966 to the spring of 1967.
They started violence against proletarian revolutionaries. They disrupted
production. They went to the extent to cut electricity, water supply and
transport facilities to the city to create confusion and to bring down the
prestige of Cultural Revolution. But through these actions the workers
disrespected them. The workers in the Ports and Railways started realizing
the necessity to seize power. Mao timely summarized the experience of
1967 January storm and gave the call — ‘Proletarian revolutionaries, unite.
Seize power from the few capitalist roaders in power in the Party’. He
later directed the People’s Liberation Army to support the broad masses of
the proletarian revolutionaries.

The attack to seize power in Shanghai started in 1967 January. The
proletarian revolutionaries initially achieved control on two main daily
papers. Later they brought the Railway, Water, supply of Electricity and
Banks under their control. Revolutionaries took over the Municipal
government. A Revolutionary Committee constituting three forces formed.
The cadres of revolutionary leadership, representatives of People’s
Liberation Army and representatives of revolutionary masses were in this
committee. Later they took forth the country wide struggle for the seizure
of power. Anyhow, there was a little gap in ‘grasping revolution and
promoting production in the factories’, according to the 16 points.

The Central Revolutionary group gave a call to ‘fight self, repudiate
revisionism from our own brains’. Thus a new situation developed from
October 1967. A new outlook means an attempt to mould their outlook as
proletarian world outlook to abolish selfishness. By the end of 1967,
revolutionary committees gained ninety per cent of the power in the factories
of Shanghai. Situation changed in the same way in many parts of the
country.

The New Year 1968 started with the widening of the revolutionary
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of the county government worked for 200 days.

Chen Yang Guyi worked like a farmer all through his life. When the
Communist Party came to power he became the secretary of the Party of
Da Zhai village in Gjiang county of Shangsi province. He led the masses of
the village efficiently for the construction of beautiful future. During the
Cultural Revolution he was promoted as the Vice-President of the People’s
Republic of China. He was a member of the Polit Bureau of the CC of the
CPC and worked as the in-charge of the agricultural field of China. He
spent one third of his time working with the peasants in the fields. He
clothed like a peasant when he met foreign officials. He stood exemplary
for the peasants, workers and military officers emerged during GPCR.
Though they were government officers they spent their lives like peasants,
workers and soldiers. This is the democracy — the proletarian democracy
that was planned/built during GPCR under the leadership of Mao. This
democracy provided empowerment to 99 per cent of the masses on the
one per cent rich classes.

There are many national leaders like Chen Yang Guyi. Wang Jingsi
was an ordinary worker in an oil industry at Nizhivu. He found out very
effective drill bits. Ho Jiangsi was a capable textile worker from Quing
Dao of Shan Dang province. They did not stop working in their work
places even after becoming National leaders. Many workers and peasants
served in this manner under the local government. They simultaneously
continued their work among the workers and peasants.

Proletarian dictatorship was implemented in its genuine spirit during
Cultural Revolution. As Lenin said, ‘proletarian dictatorship is nothing but
proletariat transforming into a ruling class’. It provides wide democracy
and proletarian democracy to the masses. In the process of Cultural
Revolution, the masses directly governed the cities and the villages. The
organ of the CC of the CPC, ‘Red Flag’ wrote thus — ‘The masses had the
right to criticize the Party, the policies of the government and the relations
in the government mechanism and the right to suggest’. The people had
the right to criticize the leadership cadres, however great their service
might have been however much their level would have been and however
seniors they might have been. Like in the Paris Commune it became
necessary to structure the general electoral system of all the organs of
power leading the Cultural Revolution without any exception. People had
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soldiers suddenly came to a stop in 1977. The capitalist leaders of the
Chinese government after Mao’s demise had nothing to do with the New
Education Policy that came forth during the Cultural Revolution. They
again revived the old education system for bourgeois necessities.

GPCR - Democratisation of Chinese society

One of the important achievements of GPCR was the empowerment
of ordinary masses and the democratization of the Chinese society. Many
speak of democracy in the world as a complex issue. But democracy is a
straight and simple thing. Democracy provides partnership to the ordinary
masses in decision making. It is different from the old society that allows
the rich classes deal with political affairs. Democracy allows the ordinary
masses to participate in governing their society. In order to implement
democracy all the ordinary masses (worker, peasant, soldier, student,
intellectual, and woman, masses of various nationalities, tribes and sections)
should be provided equal empowerment. There would not be any classes
with additional facilities or rich classes in a democratic society. Each and
everyone are politically and economically equal. This is the pre-condition
for democracy.

In the so-called democratic systems of Western countries (of West
Europe, North America continents) and backward countries like India almost
all the property accumulated in the hands of the one per cent rich people.
Due to this variation in property the handful rich people gain power, influence
and control. They have clear monopoly. That is not at all true democracy.
That democracy is name sake and a sham. GPCR tried to establish genuine
democracy. It empowered ordinary masses to put up big character posters
to criticize their leaders. Their leaders participated in physical labor like all.
This is a great leap forward in the development of the Chinese society.
During the Cultural Revolution, the life style of many of the Chinese officers
was like that of the ordinary masses. Their homes were like that of the
masses. Their children went to the same schools that all the children went.
They went to work on bicycles like everyone. The peasants elected leaders
of production teams’ everyday in the fields and they worked with the
peasants. Since the village leaders had to attend meetings and prepare
schemes for the village, they worked for 300 days a year with the farmers
in the fields. The leaders of the commune worked for 250 days. The officers
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committees. By April, 23 out of the 27 Regional governments came into
the hands of proletarian revolutionaries in the leadership of Mao. ‘Moral
incentives’, ‘people’s mobilisations’ were taken up to make a deep influence
on perspectives, incentives, organization and the capacity for production
and to run the economy in a stable manner. Above all, these cultural
revolutionaries overthrew the power of a special group comprising of
bureaucrats, managers, technocrats and the ‘bureaucratic education
officers’. ‘grasp revolution, promote production’, giving moral incentives
in the place of material incentives, study classes for the workers became
part of the factory life so that the proletarian cultural revolutionary
committees as new organs of power fulfil the declared schemes as fast as
possible.

They paid much attention to education from July 1968. Mao said thus
— ‘It is necessary to reduce the length of the lessons. We must keep
proletarian politics in command. We must follow the path of Shanghai Tool
Plant to make technicians from workers. Workers and peasants must select
the students of practical experience. After few years they must participate
in production’.

In mid 1968, the movement of ‘struggle-criticism-transformation’
started. The role of workers in political units and ownership of production
increased. The aim of the movement for ‘struggle-criticism-transformation’
is two phased. The first is to bring forth the method of study classes that
would help to ‘fight self and repudiate revisionism’. As Mao said it means
five necessities for the successors of revolution. They are to fight selfishness,
fight against oneself, criticize revisionism, and carefully mould one’s world
outlook according to Marxism-Leninism-Mao Thought (Maoism). The
second is the one that Mao released in the beginning of 1968 — ‘The most
important rule to reform the organs of government power is that they are
in contact with the masses’. The directions to ‘grasp revolution, promote
production released earlier is to be implemented totally. This is the
fundamental principle of ‘struggle-criticism-transformation’ that facilitates
the superstructure to help Socialist economic base better. Commanders
and fighters actively participated in large numbers in the efforts of three
supports, two militaries (meaning support to industry, agriculture and broad
proletarian revolutionary masses; military control, political-military training)
in this Cultural Revolution.
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Though there is historical importance to the main objective of GPCR
few negative trends too came forth in the process. The first being
factionalism the anarchists created and the second is the destruction the
leftists did. An example of this is the May 16th conspiracy group. This
group put up big character posters, ‘overthrow Prime Minister Chou En
Lai’ on the eve of the first anniversary of the poster of Mao, ‘Bombard the
bourgeois headquarters’. This collapsed only after there was an open
opposition from the central cultural group.

GPCR was successful in its immediate aim in four years. In April 1969
the Ninth Congress of the Party was successful. It hailed the great
achievements of the CPC in the leadership of Mao, consolidated Socialist
achievements with the aim to step forward towards the formation of
Communist society. It reviewed the new experience of GPCR. The Ninth
Congress accepted the removal of hidden traitor, renegade and scum Liu
Shao-chi from all the posts and expulsion from the Party. It declared Lin
Piao as the new Vice-Chairman of CPC and the heir of Mao. Forty per
cent of the Congress elected CC members was in CC since earlier. The
rest were elected from the peasants, soldiers and workers. At this time a
few ‘leftists’ in the top positions in the Party and Army were exposed and
removed.

The Ninth Congress decided to continue Cultural Revolution in the
party against leftist trends, Commandism and bureaucracy. This task was
fulfilled by introducing rotation system in the revolutionary committees. In
the rotation system one third of the members of the revolutionary committees
would be active in the leadership responsibilities. One third would continue
their classical profession. Another one third would stay home and continue
study in the May 7 Cadre School. The Ninth Congress also instructed that
they should pay attention to re consolidate the Party in the basic level and
establish its leadership on the Revolutionary Committees and Army.

The Second Plenum of the Ninth CC in September 1970 exposed the
secret schemes of the ‘leftists’. Lin Piao was appointed in the post of the
president of the Republic of China. Though Lin Piao and the Military
Generals of his clique were not exposed, Chen Po-ta was exposed. His
grand leftist jargon was criticized. He was removed from the Party. There
was a campaign against such ‘political deceivers’. Then Mao released a
declaration ‘waving the red flag to oppose the red flag’. After this plenum
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school. Girls and boys had military training in the Middle school. After
passing out from the Middle school they joined the People’s Militia in a big
number.

As aresult of the demand of the Beijing students during the GPCR the
government of China started to change the education system. Due to this
change the system of entrance examination for college studies was
abolished. Workers and peasants selected the students depending upon
their talent in work. Another important change is that Graduates returned
to their areas to serve the people of their areas. Since the new system
came into practice to select students, the feeling that colleges were the
forums to mould the future of rich classes no more existed in the period of
Cultural Revolution in China. Students did not try for better employment
but identified their education with the worker-peasant masses. In the place
of personal enlightenment and development, graduation bore a new
perspective to dedicatedly serve the masses. They worked hard to develop
their talent for the development of the Socialist society. For the first time in
China, worker, peasant and military college students came to be known as
the best students.

Mao issued a direction regarding reforms in the education system in
1966 May — ““The main aim of the students is to study, but at the same time
they must learn other things too. For example, they have to study literature.
They have to know about industries, agriculture and military science. They
must also criticize the bourgeois class. The time to study must be less. We
must revolutionize education. Bourgeois intellectuals must no more govern
our schools’. According to this direction, lakhs of students and teachers
moved to rural areas and factories to unite with the peasantry and workers,
to gain practical experience and to learn from the people by participating in
production activities. The discrimination towards physical labour and the
feeling that mental labour is greater than physical labour was transformed.

Education in China developed in an unprecedented manner during
GPCR. This brought major changes in the Chinese masses and the society.
As the masses were educated, they became increasing empowered in
political and economic activities. Thus GPCR in the field of education is a
Socialist revolution with a deeply developing collective mentality.

The system of selecting college students from workers, peasants and
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The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution firstly revolutionized
Education system

The aim of Cultural Revolutionary system of Education is the making
of students Red and Expert and developing their knowledge and skills so
as to solve the severe inequalities in the society and to be useful for the
same. The second aim is to provide much more educational opportunities
to the children of workers and peasants. The third is to develop collective
system of education so that primary and middle students could have life
long education. The most important aim is to provide proletarian political
education.

Before the Cultural Revolution very less number of school going children
had upper primary and high school education. Very few went to the College
and most of them were from the rich families. Most of the children in the
rural areas could not even have primary education. Education was not
available to all in the broad country side of China until 17 years after the
CPC came to power. The education system after the seizure of power
was not much different from the heredity of the exploitive ruling
government. Colleges were not only not available for the children of worker-
peasant classes but also remained to be bourgeois Universities moulding
the future of the rich classes.

As a part of the Cultural Revolution there was a severe change in the
Primary, Middle and High schools in China’s Educational system. Before
the Cultural Revolution, experts of the Education field dealt with the
Education system of China. Instead of expanding the education system
allowing possible number of children to schools, they put unbearable burden
on the students in the name of Educational standards. Cultural Revolution
liberated the Educational system from their control. It gave importance to
the opinions of workers and peasants in providing education to their children.
Every village built a school with the local material, appointed teachers and
put all the children of the village in the school. Thus every village built a
Primary school during the Cultural Revolution. All the children of the rural
areas could go to school without any expenditure. There was a Middle
school for every four villages. All the children who passed Primary education
could go to the Middle schools without any examination or fees. There
were three high schools for each commune during the Cultural Revolution.
All the students who passed the Middle education could go to the High
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there was a campaign against the grand leftist jargon and the excessive
individual worship of Mao. In this campaign there was a fight against Lin
Piao who played the main role in encouraging individual worship of Mao
and formulated the ‘genius’ theory. At this time another wider campaign
took place against the May 16th conspirators and the leftists who were
responsible for destruction in many places. In addition to this a few leftists
were removed from vital positions in the army and thus the influence of
Lin Piao too was controlled. The people’s militia stopped by Lin Piao during
the Cultural Revolution started to be trained again.

In 1971 August Party was reconstituted. Firstly the lower level Party
cells (in agricultural work teams, factories, workshops, villages and districts)
were reconstituted. The bad elements were removed. New members were
recruited. Committees were elected in Communes, Districts, Provinces
and High level Party Conferences. The same process was implemented in
the government, military organisations and the old and the new mass
organisations.

Since he could find no opportunity to fulfil his aspiration to seize the
leadership of China Lin Piao finally planned to murder Mao and seize
power through military coup. This was exposed. He died in a plane accident
in Mongolia while he was fleeing to Social Imperialist Soviet Union. Party,
Army and the worker-peasant, student-intellectual classes and sections of
all kinds of nationalities discussed and criticized the issue in a serious manner.
Later the anti Party clique of renegade Lin Piao was destroyed with mass
strength. The movement to criticize Lin Piao and rectify the work style
took roots among the masses.

The Tenth Congress of the Party took place in August 1973. The
conspiracy of bourgeois careerist, traitor Lin Piao was reviewed. The
movement to criticize Lin Piao, to rectify work style, the movement to
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius became part of the struggle in the theoretical
field. The Congress directed so, to strengthen revolutionary unity. By
reviewing all this, it made the total ranks of the party realize the importance
to enhance the knowledge of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Thought. All the top
leaders who played an active role in the GPCR were elected into the Polit
Bureau in this Congress.

Deng Hsiao Ping came into the CC in the campaign against leftist
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trend in 1975. However he continued his revisionist theory. He said, ‘I am
not bothered whether the cat is black or white as long as it catches the
rat’. His reactionary bourgeois theory was that increase of production is
important and it does not matter whether it is Capitalism or Socialism. Five
months before the demise of Mao he was once again removed from all the
posts.

Before Mao’s demise rightist trend came up once more. The basic
level Revolutionary Committees started becoming defunct. They stopped
working. They discarded the process of calling back the elected members
of the Committee through the people and re-electing them after the fixed
time period. Thus the worker’s management groups and other organs
became defunct. This back step is not ‘coincidental’. Counter revolutionary
activities spread in a secret manner. Bourgeois influence increased.
American imperialists and Soviet Social Imperialist, the domestic and foreign
enemies all came together and formed ‘a sacred alliance’ and aimed their
attack on the revolutionary forces. With the help of this ‘sacred alliance’
all the bourgeois forces hid in the government, party, army and other
mechanisms tried to strengthen their power and to escape from vigilance
by deceiving the people. Thus there was a back step. Lin Piao who came
forth as a leader of the struggle against rightist trend in the period of Cultural
Revolution and as an heir of Mao turned out to be a traitor in a short time.
This showed negative affect on the Chinese society and the Communist
revolutionary forces to some extent. The revolutionary forces did not make
effective efforts like before, as per Comrade Mao’s teaching to continue
revolution to the end. Five prominent Communist leaders — Mao, Chou En
Lai, Chu Te, Kang Shen, Tung Pi-vu (one of the founders of the Party)
died in 1976. This was a big blow to the Cultural Revolution that was going
on against bad trends.

After the death of Chou En Lai, Hua Kuo-feng became the Acting
Prime Minister and Minister for Public Security. Though he claimed to be
a strong follower of Mao he was in fact a capitalist roader. Hua was on
both the sides. He was a double dealer. He gradually seized top most
power in the State, Party and the Army. Comrade Mao Tse-tung laid down
his life in September 1976. Hua-Deng clique took chance of this situation
and suppressed all the followers of Mao to destroy any kind of opposition
to capitalist roaders. Within one month of Mao’s demise, Hua-Deng clique
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declared Chiang Ching, Chang Chun-chiao, Yao Wen-yuan, Wan Hung-
wen as ‘Gang of four’ and arrested them alleging that they conspired to
seize power. This clique tried to deceive the people that the ‘Gang of Four’
was opposing the policies of Mao. However the masses did not agree
these allegations. They came on to the streets and resisted these capitalist
tricks. There were armed clashes in many states including Fukien, Hopei,
Hunan and Shansi. These struggles of retaliation were suppressed
mercilessly. Proletarian dictatorship was destroyed and on the contrary
bourgeois dictatorship was imposed in a bureaucratic manner.

Successes of Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

Cultural Revolution is the first revolution in the political and ideological
superstructure of the Chinese society. After capitalist restoration in the
leadership of Khrushchev in Soviet Union in 1956, avoiding this, protecting
Socialism and advancing towards Communism was an unsolvable complex
problem in the International Revolutionary camp. The history of GPCR
ascertained - that through continuing proletarian dictatorship, it was possible
to totally eliminate the remains of capitalism, to avoid the attempts of
capitalist restoration and to build powerful Socialist society on the stable
basis of the aim to build Communist society is a powerful new weapon the
great Marxist teacher Mao handed over to the Marxist-Leninist theoretical
Armoury.

GPCR destroyed two bourgeois headquarters of Liu Shao-chi and Lin
Piao. It criticized their revisionist line. It developed an understanding in the
people towards revolutionary Socialist line developing in an independent
and self-reliant manner. It encouraged a successful process of development
to advance the aim of Socialism. Thus it avoided capitalist restoration in
China for ten years.

Revolutionary changes had occurred in the superstructure with the
great turbulent success of GPCR. However classes, class struggle,
bourgeois forces and its influence continued to exist. The struggle between
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Thought (now Maoism) and revisionism continued
in the theoretical field in a sharp and complex manner.

‘New socialist things’ came forth in the fields of Education,
Democratization, Industries, Agriculture, in fighting patriarchal domination,
inequality between women and men, Health care, Culture and Military.
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correct line in CPC after liberation therefore got inseparably linked with
the struggle to build socialism, consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat
and advance the socialist revolution towards communism by eradicating
the material and ideological foundations of revisionism. For this, the economic
base as well as the superstructure had to be repeatedly revolutionised. The
strategy adopted by the Left in the CPC led by Mao was to continue these
two transformations as a series of uninterrupted revolutions alternating
between the economic sphere and the ideological-political-cultural sphere
in a zigzag course. As Mao put it in 1958,

I stand for the theory of permanent revolution. Do not mistake this for
Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution. In making revolution one must
strike while the iron is hot — one revolution must follow another, the revolution
must continually advance. The Hunanese often say, ‘Straw sandals have
no pattern — they shape themselves in the making.” Trotsky believed that
the socialist revolution should be launched even before the democratic
revolution is complete. We are not like that. For example after the Liberation
of 1949 came the Land Reform; as soon as this was completed there
followed the mutual-aid teams, then the low-level cooperatives, then the
high-level cooperatives. After seven years the cooperativization was
completed and productive relationships were transformed; then came the
Rectification. After Rectification was finished, before things had cooled
down, then came the Technical Revolution (‘Speech at the Supreme State
Conference’, 28 January, 1958, MSW Vol. 8).

The history of the Chinese revolution since liberation demonstrates
that every struggle for advancement in the economic base was preceded
and succeeded by struggles in the superstructure, and the struggle in the
superstructure in turn stimulated further development of the economic base.
As we know, the political victory of the democratic revolution in 1949 was
succeeded by a revolution in the ownership of means of production, i.e.,
socialist industrialisation and land reform movement of 1949-1952. This
was consolidated by a struggle in the ideological sphere — the ‘three-antis
and five-antis’ movement and the anti-Kao anti-Jao struggle of 1953-55.
This in turn prepared the ground for the next big step in the development of
the economic base — the movement for the collectivisation of agriculture in
1955-56. It was followed by another ideological struggle — the ‘Hundred
Flowers’” movement and the ‘anti-rightist movement’ of 1957. This
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Two contradictory slogans in agriculture — one was ‘Learn from Tachai’
of Mao and another ‘Learn from Tao Yuvan’ of Liu Shao-chi stood as the
symbols of two lines in agriculture. Tachai, which was in Shansi province
an area full of stones and rocks with diminished fertility of land. A brigade
of Tachai commune worked with the spirit of self-reliance. It removed
rocks, built walls like partitions, dug the soil and levelled the land and turned
the hills and the streams into fertile lands without support from the
government. This change was possible because of the long term political
education, through collective efforts and the firm struggle against
individualism and the feeling of private property. Tachai stood first in
implementing the new basis to develop the capacity to work of every
member of the brigade in a year, in the place of applying work point system.
This reflected in the collective consciousness, in the capacity to work and
in leading others in the collective projects. Due to the direct material
incentives, it left the aspect of how much productive capacity the brigade
members could bring about.

Tao Yuvan was a brigade formed in a commune in East Hopei plains.
The natural conditions are favorable for large scale production and excess
results. Liu Shao-chi’s followers selected this brigade and provided special
help with the feeling that they could gain considerable results through
investment. But this brigade did less in a long time. It could not maintain
the excess results gained initially. So it lost morale and political consciousness.
When they faced difficulties the brigade members demanded the help of
the government instead of organizing themselves to spend their whole power.
The party cadres of Tao Yuvan gave importance to machines and techniques
instead of humans and their consciousness thus being a negative example.
The dependence on material incentives led to disunity and clashes among
the peasantry.

The difference between the ‘Tachai line’ and the ‘Tao Yuvan line’ was
in essence that between ‘putting politics in command’ and ‘putting technique
in command’. This reflects the main difference in the lines of Mao and Liu
Shao-chi. While Mao suggested that cooperation was important than
mechanization, Liu Shao-chi said the opposite. As Mao suggested, ‘keeping
politics in command’ means one must depend on the poor and the middle
peasantry to build Socialism. The forces of production in agriculture would
develop depending on continuing revolution in the relations of production
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and consciousness. The meaning of ‘keeping technique in command’ of
Liu Shao-chi is to put bourgeois politics in command upon proletarian politics.
His emphasis on technique dismisses class struggle and transformation of
forces of production. It does not pay attention to develop forces of production
and to raise the consciousness. It only strengthens bourgeois relations of
production. Keeping technique in command is not an alternate line to the
building of Socialism. On the contrary it is the way for capitalist restoration.
This is an attempt to destroy the People’s Communes that are working as
the organs of People’s power and as the units of production. It is an attempt
to destroy the cooperative basis of land and other means of production. It
is leaving the farmers on their own in production and market. It is weakening
the most important worker-peasant unity in building Socialism and separating
the close relation between agriculture and industry.

Cultural Revolution united all the revolutionary forces in the rural area
by overcoming narrow self interest in them through study, self-criticism
and mutual criticism. It strengthened the ownership of these forces, their
collective production and collective social services in the path of mutual
unity. It defeated the conspiracies of bourgeois class forces.

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution — Women’s Emancipation

Before the CPC came to power women in China had a very limited
political power in the Chinese society. Women could not choose spouse of
their choice. Their parents (if they die, their brothers) would decide. After
marriage they were under the control of their husbands (if they die, their
sons). Women did not have right to property. Only fathers or husbands had
this right. Men brought another woman as a keep as per their status. In old
Chinarich old people frequently brought young women as keeps. Chinese
writer Ba Jin explained this situation in his novel ‘Family’. In this novel an
eighty year old man buys a sixteen year old girl as a servant.

The official policy, especially the two declarations Mao issued with a
far sighted view lent support to the active movement of women. These
taught ‘women hold up half the sky, ‘Situation changed, now men and
women are equal’, “Women comrades can achieve whatever the men
comrades achieve’.

The first law the Communist Party passed after coming to power was
that regarding marriage. This law came into implementation on the 13th
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proprietorship, and their remoulding had only just begun. The proletariat
and the semi-proletariat (workers and poor peasants) w