Andhre Predesh:

Girijan Sangh's Question
to tae People's War Group .

The following leaflet was recently
issued by the Girijan Sengh in the Bhadragiri
Agency area.-The Bhadregiri Agency area had
been the focal point of the Srikaekulam
Girijen peasant revolutionary struggle. 0f
late, some squads of People's War Group have
been tcuring some Agency areas, including
Bhadragiri Agency. They exhort the Girijens
to follow and support their group to solve
the Girijans' problems; they say they have
the necessary armed strength -- both in
quality end quantity -- te match the ruling
classes and their governments, Depending on
whom they were addressing in .explaining the
their politics, they either criticised or
appreciated the leadership of the Girijan
Sangh and the communist revolutionary
leaders such as comrade Tarimela Nagi Reddy.
Their visits have thus created some con-
fusion among the Girijans of the region.

Responding to this situation, the
Girijan Sangh distributed the fGIIOWing_open
letter to the P.W.Group, briefly narrating
the experiences of the Srikakulam Girijen
peasant revolutionary struggle since 1959,
These experiences include the positive
experience of the mass revolutionary line,
followed for a decade from 1959, as well es
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context ‘of the present ccndition of the mass

tive experience of the
and "annihilation of |

Tne leaflet generated keen discussion
azong the Girijans about the merits and ]

. demerits of the lines and practices of the

different groups, The discussions had as g |
reference point the Girijans' own experienc
of ‘struggle, > i

A disturbing feature today is that thel
entry of a group into an area of work of |
another group creates a hostile atmosphere
between the groups concerned. The group
already working in the area views the entry
of another group into it mainly as an f
intrusion in its, own domain and reacts out |
of a subjective claim to the area, Similarl
the other group views its own extension into|
these other areas, as 2 process of '
dislodging from that area the group already |
working there. Such overriding subjective !
attitudes and considerations among the
concerned groups leads to exchanges of ‘
abuse and even murders of each others' cadre
and followers. Quite apart ‘from the disrup- |
tiveness resulting from the deviations in
the politics and practices of either of the
groups, the above subjective attitudes and
mutual recriminations between coammunist |
revolutionary groups pushes people into the
position of mere spectators without any say |
or role in resolving the contentious issues |
between the groups on the basis of their own
concrete-experiences.

The Girijan Sangh issued this leaflet
in this context, as well as .1n the overall
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movements and mass struggles. We are printing
it as its political and dewocratic approach
15 noteworthy: It places the issues before
the strugsgling masses to judge the merits

and demerits ¢f the policies and practices

of the coxzmunist revolutionary groups, on

the basis of their own experiences of  the

class gtruggles. -—-
--Ed,

WHAT DOES PEQPLE'S WAR GROUP SAY?

Comrades (of thé People's War Group),

In eddressing you as '"comrades", we
have to make the context clear. Today, all
those who are raising crops —-- labouring
hard on the lands in the villages —- are not
able to enjoy the fruits of their own, labour.
With most of the cultiveable lands in the
hands of the landlords, the landlords expro-
priate the labour of the labouring masses,
anda, while enjoying the fruits of others'
labour, subject the labouring masses them-
selves to dire poverty and hardships., The
Girijans of this region (Bhadragiri,
Seethampeta Agency) were living such a

life too,.
In those days, under the leadership

of comrade Vempatapu Satyam, the Girijan
Sangh began to work with the understanding
that there should be a change in the lives

of the Girijans, and that for such a cnange
to come all the lands under the occupation

of the landlords in the Agency should be
appropriated by the Girijans. At that time,
when the Girijans were waging hard struggles
against the landlords, comrade Vempatapu
Satyam told us that all of us who participate
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- subsequently iac¢luded in the newly constitu

in struggles against exploitation by the

landlords,that whether we are Jatapus or

Savaras or any others, we are all one, We
are all "comrades" and should call each oth|
so. Camredes Setyem and Kailasam used to |
call us so.. We participated in struggles as|
a single entity, as coarades. In our !
opinion, you toq want an end to this |
feudal exploitation. That is why we address
you as "comrades". ( i
We hear you have been coming to our i
Bhadragiri Agency area.(*) Hence we are ;
writing this to acquaint you with our j
3
|

'

experiences, our understanding, and our
coriditions, and in order to know your views
Those who have entered the Azency area}
in the name of trade, hazve resorted to f
cheating the Girijans by taklng advantage |
of their innocence. Multiplying usurious |
debts and interest rates, they have illegaH
usurped all the lands that the Girijans had
brought under cultivation by clearing the
forests..The Girijans were driven to live
wretchedly at the mercy of these traders- |
landlords -- and to- do bonded labour on ‘the
same lands, as labourers or farm servants.

(*)In the earlier administrative structure ¢
Srikakulem district, Bhadragiri-Seethampeta
Agency area used to be part of the Agency ai
of Parvatipuraz and Palakonda taluks. The

Girijan movezent that grew in this area was
the main ¢ompeopent of the district-level mos
ment. Bhadraziri Agency area, which was

Vijayanagaras district, was the foundation
of that movements -: - :
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In these conditions, under the leaderslip
of the Girijan Sengh, the Girijans, gradually
understending the perpetual deception and
‘exploitation by these landlords, began to
unite and started to wage struggles against
the deception and exploitation, Right from
1958, when we started these struggles, the
landlords' government used to foist false
cases against us, meke us run around -the
©Gourts and dump us in the jails. With this
@xperience, the Girijans proceeded to under-
stand the character of the landlords'
igovernment and to get steeled, as iron is
~endered through the furnace. Every day,
there used to be a larger or smaller
Girijan trek between the jeil and one or the
Gther village of the Agency.

- Courts and jails could not stop the
struggle by the Girijens. Under the leadership
of the Girijan Sangh, the Girijans marched
Forward in struggles against the illegal
s>ossessions by the landlords, against the
vnjust usurious interest rates, against the
iwinimal labour wage rates and the dismeal
%ﬁges of farm servants, and to re-occupy
lands usurped by the landlords through
hendagutta extortions. While ffghting
against the atrocities by the forest offi-
‘¢cials end the police, the Girijans achieved
“Wany victories against feudal exploitation.
SN In 1967, when we were preparing to hold
-,ihe Girijan Sangh conferences and deliberate

' on the problems of the movement, the land-

- |lords attacked the delegates going for the
' @irijen conferences at Laevidi. All the
_delegates gathered in hundreds at Mondenmkhal

‘To attend the Girijan conference, rallied

debis ol the land ‘dg were rescinded.
Effective controls were brought about to

see that even the goods so0ld to the Girijans
at the .village fairs were sold at reason-
able prices. The victories being achieved by
the Girijans in the fight against feudal
exploitation in the Agency area inspired
the Harijans, the Girijans, and all other
rural poor into action in the Vatturu-
Bhoomini area adjoining our Agency. Ti:
people of that entire area took to sirw
occupy the banjars that were illege_
occupied by the landlords. They tc
some victories. There was a simi:

area too.
The class foundations of Icwd@ly
the Agency area had begun to sha W
this ‘the government also got ready % -
a large-scale offensive. Then it started to
attack., It tried to create terror and havoc
in the villages. But the Girijans' determin-
ation was not shaken. They were unitedly
rallying to organise the resistance, under
the leadership of ‘the Girijan Sangh. Until
then, 'only the landlords had been " conspi-
ring and attacking ‘the Girijans with the
cooperation of the state administration. But
now, in the conditions when the very class
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€lf revealed its real
rted to full-scale attacks
©riian n facing that attack and
zticen, the task of uprooting the

1:zns of the state itself, came to
e,
In those conditions, it was necessary
to safeguard the gains and victories achieved
in the struggle against feudal exploitation.
It was necessary to organise resistance for
self-defence from the state's attacks. It
. was necessary to rally the rural poor in
the adjoining areas of the Agency, who
were alreedy on the move, into revolutionary
action for land occupation, in opposition to
the feudal exploitation. Only then could
we have advanced in the task of thoroughly
exterminating foreign exploitation which
siphons off all our wealth at will, extermi-
nating its accomplice feudal :exploitation
and the state apparatus :that stands
guard to these twin exploitations. Only by
advancing in that way, can we retain our
wealth and resources being siphoned off at
will by foreign capital; only then can we
put that wealth and resources to use accor-
ding to our own needs, end attain democracy
for all the exploited classes in the country.
s b At e time when it was necessary to
undertake such tasks and advance, some have
advocated that we should fight the governament
and conduct raids on the landlords. Already:
being in intense struggle, we thought that
this would advance as & struggle which would
completely demolish feudal exploitation and
usher in a people's state. Girijans partici-
on a large scale in the attacks on
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ﬁhe landlords' houses. In those attacks the
debt~deeds that heaped mountain-loads of
burdens on the Girijans, were destroyed then
~and there, '

Graduadly, the attacks started on the
houses of the landlords in the areas adjoining
the Agency. They took the form of attacking
the landlords' houses, murdering somebody gr
the other, and carrying away the material
wealth. They turned into actions unrelated
to the life patterns and practices of the
people of theése villages, Gradually the
girijans' ownh participation in these attacks
declined, Such actions conducted in other
districts weve portrayed here as extension
of the revevationary movement to those
viy lages, N .

. In such conditions, where these attacks-
themselves became the main task, the task
of mobilising the people and extending the
foundations of the movement receded. The
government tock this as the excuse to inten-
sify its attempts to entrench itself in
this area, which otherwise in many ways was
the centre of the .movenment.

In such circumstances, thousands of
Girijans from this Agency area were put into
jails. All the sub-jails were filled. They
filled up even Vishakhapatnam central jail
and Rajahmund - central jail. In that move-
went, more than 120 Girijans died, fighting
heroically, C- leaders, comrades Vempatapu
Satyam and Ad. hatla Kailasam, became martyrs.

By the time the Girijans came out of
-the confinement :0f the - jails and returned
to their villegq3s, the landlords had again
usurped the lends. With the havoc created

i



by the police camps and the police, the
remaining Girijans in the villages, while
swellowing their hatred, stayed subdued. The
Girijan Sangh faced a situwation calling for
the resolution of the land issue again. There
was no leadership. Many of those who parti-—
cipated in the Girijan Sangh's activitvies
from the beginning and developed as Sangh
cadres had died in the struggle. Given the
heavy repressive atmosphere throughout the
district, sufficient  support from other areas
toco was missing and it was not possible to
recommence the activities of the Girijan
Sangh.
Even so, along with the many experiences
through the struggles in which the Girijan
Sangh gave leadership and guided the Girijes
Girijans from the beginning, the understanding
acquired while solving. the land issue, left

a2 strong impact on the Girijans. So, with

the same understanding a move began to

emerge again from the Girijans over the lands
that had gone into the landlords' possession.
In these circumstances comrade Nagi Reddy
toured the area for two days and held a
mes*ing. This gave a fillip to the move of

the Cirijans. All of the Girijans started
seizing lands wherever they wers, in this

area, The re-occupation of lands went on on
a large scale. At the same time, the Girijan

Sangh too was revived.
By then, the government had already

laid its own net woven with all kinds of
concessions excepting the handing over of
the lands entirely to the Girijans., It .

undertook a maze of programmes -—- guch as
distribution of house sites, digging of wells
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gne" were taken by the government ‘out

itear of the manner in which the people .

here had rallied under the Girijan San
leadership.to fight feudal exploitatio
The government's intention was to divert !
the people from the path of struggle. The |
government's policy was not intended to* !
solve the problems of the Girijen masses |
of the Agency areas. This is clear from f
the very fact that, in the adjoining Orissa f
areas, just by the side of this Agency, r
area, no-such programmes were undertaken on
that scale. That is why, among the Giri4an§
of these adjoining Orissa areas a desir; |
?opk shape for incorporating their erea
into this region. Such desires were gener—
ated among the people there because of the
absence of a leadership which could guide
them dinto struggles on their various issu
including the land issue, Even such Drograr
a@s were implemented by the government appa
ratus reeked .of ccerruption from top to
bottom. The immorality of a}l government
departments became a matter of ridicule
among, and a warning to the Girijans. ,
Today, these things are being discussed |
openly in the newspapers. Previous methods !
of cheating over prices and weights in the
purchaeses of the forest produce made by the
Girijen corporation are taking roots again.
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Kasgagadaba Valasa as well as on the Harijans

in Eavivalasa. Today agein, it is immepsely
necessary to unite the people who are in
such misery and to wmould them into a figh-
ting force. It is only when ell the'rural
poor reeling under the feudal ry}e in the
plains areas get prepared to fight for the
&ccupation of the lands of the landlords
that there will be a beginning of the end to
the landlords' atrocities. . ‘
However, we have been seeing 1n the
press the news about the methods you are
adopting in other areas. We have no dlr?ct
experience of such methods. We are not ablz
to understand the objective of those methods.

‘Regulation 1/70 has been

F inst e, the
For instance, o

a little protection legally on

‘ ; h i basic issue for
issue of land, whicn 18 & |
the Girijans of the Agency area, NTT.Hama
Rao, when he was chief minister, withdrew

ion 1/70. In response, the '

é?ii?zggl?;rough/the state, seriougly agit--
ated, undertook an extensive organased
agltation ageinst the withdrgwal of Regu-
lation 1/70. Even the establlshgd news—
papers opposed the withdrawal oI Rggu—
lation 1/70. We fail to understand 'why you
did not question the government (on thai .
score), even by the methods you are following.

We do not think that, just by the
existence of Regulation 1/70, lands woglg
belong to the Girijans. Regulation 1/70 is
a continuation of the previous 1917‘ .
Regulation. It can be of only some nglp‘;n
the struggle of the Giri;ans.to'regaln the i
1ands they have lost. Before this Regflip;o
1/70, we had started our struggle by taking

providing

T4

|
:

8 £21 Irecz banks, the

Recycling s
irying to drag the

traders are gzein tr:
Girijens inte the quicksands of usury. The
Girijens will have to stand firm to confront
the deceptions of the government and the
;ricks cf the traders, while bolding on to
the lands they have taken under their
possession. Taking possession of tre land

by the Girijans became possible only because
of the sacrifices they made and the struggles
tney waged until now under the leadership of
the Girijan Sangh. But though the foundations
of the landlords was shaken (it was only
shaken but. not demolished), and though the
Girijans continue to possess lands here, we
are under no illusion that there is secu-
rity for us. The experience we have gained
till now teaches us that only when all the
rural poor mobilise'on the land issue, as

we did, and rock the foundations of

feudalism through their mass revoiutionary
actions in still wider regions, will the
shattering of the foundations of the state
that stands guard over feudal exploitation
take place; only then will the lands
occupied by the rural poor ‘become secure.

To the extent that efforts are made by
anybody to unite the people on the problems
faced by them and to prepare them for v
struggles, the Girijan Sangh will commit its
support to these efforts. The people, subjected
to acute feudal exploitation, are leading a
life of severe anxiety. Only recently,
Girijans, Harijans, and other rural poor in
tne plains area adjecent to us, mobilised to
some extent on .the issue of land. The land-
lords made severe attacks on the Girijans in
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the premise of the 1917 Regulation. Simi-
larly, now Regulation 1/70 can be an crort
edvantageous factor in .‘the G%rigans. effor
in the Agency areas to intensify th?l?_ e
struggle for land. Of course,_the Glrlqata
can get the lands only when they grow lne?ze
a fighting force. Girijans.coula aga1pf§6d
the lands only by re-emerging as & unill
force after the earlier severe repressmgg.

Here, we have been holding on to taT ,
lands seized with a long hist?ry of struggle,
in the face of many difficulties. We are
meanwhile conducting struggles on gther
{ssues also. We request that you give uf
your opinion as to the tasks we need to
take up in the present circumstances.

Girijen Sangham,
Bhedragiri Agency.

‘movement", About forty thousand police and

JKLF march was.all the more unwarranted,

The Political Price of Suppressing
the JRLF'S Mass-March

The JKLF's programme of crossing en mass
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), as a demong
tration of solidarity with their struggling
compatriots in the Indialheld Kashmir, has
rattled the political establishments of both
India and Pakistan. Cnly the untenability and
hypocrisy of the respective political stands
of Indian rulers and Pakistani rulers on the
Kashmir problem would explain how such a
symbolic political act as the JKLF volun-
teers’ pre-announced, unarmed atteapt at
crossing the LAC could cause so much diplo-
matic, political, and administrative furor in
Islamabad and Delhi.

In Pakistan, the Nawaz Shareef EOVern-—
ment and all major political parties
vadgered the JKLF cheirman Amanullah Khan
with alarmed appeale to withdraw the call
for the proposed mass-march on the grounds i
that it would be “"disastrous for the Kashmiri

paramilitary forces were mobilised to foil
the JKLF ettempt to reach the LAC while the
military units at forward positions were

instructed to ect as the final barricade to

the protest march.
The Indian rulers' respense to the
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