Hindustan Times

Eight Maoist sympathizers picked up by
police in Kolkata, two arrested in Hooghly

Kolkata, October 06, 2009

Even the possession of a poster demanding arrested tribal leader Chhatradhar Mahato seem to be
enough provocation to be picked up by the police in Kolkata right now.

On Tuesday evening two members of Bandimukti Committee, a human rights organization were
picked up from central Kolkata while they were pasting posters demanding the release of
Mahato.

Mahato, 44, spokesperson of Peoples’ Committee Against Police Atrocities was arrested in
Lalgarh, about 200 kms to the west of Kolkata on 26 September by two policemen posing as
journalists of a Singapore-based news organization.

“Two of our members, Bhanu Sarkar and Ramesh were putting up posters demanding the release
of Mahato near Student’s Hall in central Kolkata. Policemen, in plain clothes picked them up.
Two others managed to escape,” said Choton Das, secretary of the Bandi Mukti Committee.
Both Sarkar and Ramesh are in their mid-thrities.

“We have picked them up for questioning,” said Javed Shamim, deputy commissioner of the
detective department of Kolkata police.

Two suspected Maoists have been arrested in Hooghly district, about 35 kms from Kolkata.

A printing press in Maniktala area in north Kolkata was raided and sealed by the police on
Tuesday. Police said that the press was used to print maoist posters and leaflets. Six persons have
been detained in this connection. HT
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