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Distinguished Heads of State, 
Government Leaders, 
Political Leaders and Statesmen in general, and especially of 
the Third World: 

The report we put before you is not the fruit of my personal effort alone. 
It stems from concerns, thoughts and ideas I have expressed over the last few 
years at various international meetings, the United Nations included. How­
ever, they have now been developed and elaborated in greater depth with the 
necessary and decisive cooperation of a group of young economists from the 
World Economic Research Center, set up in our country a few years ago, and 
the International Economic Research Center of the School of Economics of 
the University of Havana. 

It was necessary to gather, arrange and analyze thousands of dispersed data 
in publications put out by the most prestigious international agencies and spe­
cialized Journals on each of the subjects taken up. This may well be the first 
time core questions of crucial importance to our countries have been compiled 
in a single document, from the world economic perspective outlined by the 
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries at successive Summit Conferences. 

Hard work has been done for its preparation, but circumstances have been 
pressing and time short for such an ambitious endeavor. There has been some 
inevitable reiteration on certain questions in order to examine each problem 
carefully. This is because of the inseparable relationship between certain 
phenomena and the various topics taken up in each chapter. 

We thought it would be of interest to provide the Heads of State or Gov­
ernment and political leaders in general - especially those of the Third 
World - with official data that are beyond suspicion of bias and demonstrate 
the tragedy of our peoples. We have sought to do so with an economy of data 
and explanation, since we know that those of us with public responsibilities 
have little time in the midst of weighty problems. It is written, moreover, in 
simple, straightforward language. While we derive great experience from the 
exercise of our functions as Heads of State or Government, we do not have 
the privilege of being - nor could we be - specialists in all economic and social 
spheres. We are basically politicians - in itself one of the most difficult tasks 
in today's world - and above all we must be responsible ones. 
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