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CARRY THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL
REVOLUTION THROUGH TO THE END

— Editorial of Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily) and
Hongqi (Red Flag) of January 1, 1967 —

The emergence of the great proletarian cultural revolution
in China in 1966 is the greatest event in this sixth decade of
the 20th century. This revolution has taken China’s socialist
revolution forward to a new stage. It has opened a new era
in the history of the international communist movement,

Under the leadership of V. I. Lenin, the Great October So-
cialist Revolution opened the new era of proletarian revolution.
The October Revolution solved the question of the seizure of
political power by revolutionary violence and the establish-
ment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, thus setting a great
example for the proletariat of the whole world. At that time
it was impossible, however, to solve a series of problems con-
cerning who would win in a socialist state — the proletariat or
the bourgeoisie — the maintenance of proletarian political
power and the consolidation of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, and the prevention of a capitalist restoration. Things
have gone so far that in the birth-place of the October Revolu-
tion the modern revisionist clique has usurped the leadership
of the Party and state, setting the Soviet Union, the first so-
cialist state, on to the road of capitalist restoration. This
lesson shows that whether or not the proletariat is able to
maintain political power and prevent capitalist restoration
after it has seized political power is now a new, central issue
for study by the proletariat of the world. This question decides
not only the fate of states which practise the dictatorship of
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the proletariat, but also the fate of the revolutionary cause of
the whole proletariat and all oppressed nations of the world.
The great proletarian cultural revolution started and led by
Chairman Mao Tse-tung himself has set a new and great ex-
ample for the whole world proletariat in the solution of this
question of tremendous historic significance.

The great proletarian cultural revolution is a new stage in
China’s socialist revolution. After the basic completion of the
socialist transformation of the ownership of the means of pro-
duction, the bourgeois Rightists in society and the handful of
bourgeocis representatives within the Party are not reconciled
to the demise of the system of exploitation, so they have
launched repeated frenzied attacks on the proletariat in a
vain attempt te stage a capitalist restoration. Under the
guidance of Chairman Mao’s theory on classes and class strug-
gle in socialist sceiety, our Party has led the proletariat and
other revoluticnary masses in successful counter-attacks
against the challenge of the bourgeoisie. The current great
proletarian cultural revolution is an ali-round test of strength
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and its agents in
our Party.

Through intense class struggle, China’s great proletarian
cultural revolution has already begun to win great victories.

In 1963, under the personal guidance of Chairman Mao, the
revolution in literature and art was launched in China, marked
mainly by the reform of the theaire; this was, in fact, the be-
ginning of the great proletarian cultural revolution.

Since Cctober 1965, the criticism and repudiation, initiated
by Chairman Mao himself, of the anti-Party, anti-socialist
opera Hai Jui Dismissed from Office, of the counter-revolu-
tionary “Three-Family Village” clique, and of the counter-rev-
olutionary, revisionist leaders of the former Peking Municipal
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party served to prepare
public opinion and blazed the path for the large-scale mass
moverneat of the great proletarian cultural revolution.
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On June 1, 1966, Chairman Mao decided to publish in the
press the first Marxist~Leninist big-character poster in the
country, posted first in Peking University. This kindled the
raging flames of the great proletarian cultural revolution and
set in motion the mass movement which has as its main target
for attack the handful of Party persons in authority who are
taking the capitalist recad. A number of such people as well
as reactionary bourgeols academic “authorities” were exposed
by the masses who struggled against them until their prestige
was completely swept into the dust. Political life in our
country, the face of society, and the mental outlook of the peo-
ple have undergone profound changes. A large number of
brave, revolutionary path-breakers have emerged in the course
of this great mass movement. .

The path of revolution is tortucus. Precisely at the time
when hundreds of millicns of people were consciously rising in
revolution under the guidance of the proletarian revolutionary
line represented by Chairman Mao, one, two or several re-
sponsible persons working in the Central Committee, in Chair-
man Mao’s absence from Peking, took the eopportunity to put
forth the bourgeois reactionary line to counter Chairman Mao’s
correct line. With those responsible persons who {firmly
carried out the bourgeocis reactionary line, they took the reac-
tionary bourgeols stand to enforce bourgeois dictatorship in
those spheres which they could reach temporarily, and tried
by every means to suppress the vigorous moverent of the
great cultural revolution of the proletariat. These people re-
versed right and wrong, juggled black and white, encircled
and suppressed revolutionaries, clamped down on different
views, practised white terror and applauded themselves for
doing so. They were puffing up the arrogance of the bour-
geoisie and vitiating the morale of the proletariat.

At that crucial moment, the Eleventh Plenary Session of
the Eighth Central Committee of the Party was convened,
presided over by our great helmsman Chairman Mao himself.
It drew up the “Decision of the Central Committee of the
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Chinese Communist Party Concerning the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution”, and penetratingly exposed the bourgeois
reactionary line. This reactionary line shields the handful of
Party persons in authority who are taking the capitalist road
and plays a part in their vile actions in suppressing the revolu-
tionary mass movement and opposing the revolutionary mass-
es. In the final analysis, it wants to lead China towards a
capitalist restoration.

The Eleventh Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-
mittee of the Party proctaimed the victory of the prolétarian
revolutionary line represented by Chairman Mao and the fail-
ure of the bourgeois reactionary line, and guided the great
proletarian cultural revolution on to the correct path. This
marked a great new victory of Mao Tse-tung’s thought in the
course of the socialist revolution.

Since the Eleventh Plenary Session the proletarian revolu-
tionary line represented by Chairman Mao has been integrated
with the revolutionary enthusiasm of the broad masses. Hence
the mass criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary
line and the new upsurge of the great proletarian cultural rev-
olution. An important sign of this upsurge has been the
Red Guard movement and the extensive exchange of revolu-
tionary experience.

The Red Guards are something new that has emerged in the
course of the great proletarian cultural revolution. When the
Red Guards first appeared in June and July of 1966, they
consisted of only a few score people and were smeared as a
“reactionary organization” by those who put forth the bourgeois
reactionary line; they were attacked and assaulted from all
sides. However, the great proletarian revolutionary Chairman
Mao perceived the boundless vitality of the Red Guards
the moment he discovered this new organization. He sang
the praises of the Red Guards for their proletarian revolu-
tionary rebel spirit and gave them firm and warm support.
Chairman Mao’s voice was like a clap of spring thunder. In a
very brief time, Red Guards developed in schools all over the
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country, in many factories and rural areas, and became an
enormous and powerful cultural revolutionary army. The
struggle [to overthrow those in authority taking the capitalist
road}, the criticism and repudiation [ef the reactionary bour-
geois academic “authorities” and the ideology of the bourgeoisie
and all other exploiting classes] and the transformation [of
education, literature and art and all other parts of the super-
structure that do not correspond to the socialist econormic base]
in the schools have been extended to the whole of society, The
revolutionary Red Guards set about destroying the “four olds”
[0ld ideas, culture, customs and habits] of the exploiting classes
on a large scale and extensively fostered the “four news” [new
ideas, culture, customs and habits] of the proletariat. Playing
the role of the vanguard, they stand foremost in the criticism
and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary line.

The extensive exchange of revolutionary experience is also
something new that has emerged in the course of the great
proletarian cultural revolution and has likewise been supported
and promoted by the great proletarian revolutionary Chairman
Mao. The extensive exchange of experience by revolutionary
students and teachers on a nmation-wide scale has linked up the
great proletarian cultural revolutionary movement throughout
the country. It has helped to spread Mao Tse-tung’s thought,
propagate Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line and
organize the proletarian revolutionary ranks ail over the coun-
try, battering the bourgeois reactionary line.

However, the very few persons who stubbornly persist in
the bourgeois reactionary line are not reconciled to their
defeat. This line has its social base, which is mainly the bour-
geoisie, and those landlords, rich peasants, counter-revolutien-
aries, bad elements and Rightists, who have not been reformed
sufficiently. The bourgeois reactionary line has a certain
market within the Party too — among cadres whose world out-
Icok has not been remoulded, or net been remoulded sufficient-
ly. The very few persons who stubbornly persist in this line
are stirring up trouble by making use of its social base and its
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influence inside the Party. They resort to a variety of tricks
in their dual tactics to resist the proletarian revolutionary line
and to sabotage the criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois
reactionary line by the revolutionary masses.

The most important plot and scheme of the very small num-
ber of persons who stubbornly persist in the bourgeois reac-
tionary line is to incite the masses to struggle against each other.
They have secretly organized and manipulated some people
and mass organizations, whom they have hoodwinked, to sup-
press the revolution, protect themselves, and to provoke con-
flicts in which coercion or force is used in an attempt to create
confusion. They spread rumours, turn black into white and
shift the blame for the evil they have done behind people’s
backs on to the proletarian revolutionaries, labelling them
with the “bourgeois reactionary line”. They have continued
to vainly attempt to direct the spearhead of the attack against
the revolutionary masses, the proletarian revolutionary line
and the proletarian revolutionary headquarters.

When our Party was organizing the proletarian cultural rev-
olutionary ranks in accordance with Chairman Mao’s class line,
this very small number of persons who stubbornly cling to the
bourgeois reactionary line made use of the slogan “A hero’s son
is a real man! A reactionary’s son is no damn good!” to be-
wilder a number of stucents, create factions and confuse the
class fronts. This slogan was first put forward by some naive
young people. They proceeded from the correct premise of
opposing discrimination and attacks against the sons and
daughters of revolutionary cadres, workers and peasants by
the handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road, but because of a certain one-sidedness in their
way of thinking, they have moved to the other extreme. To-
wards these naive youngsters, the proper thing to do is to
patiently give them correct guidance. This was what the Party
did at the time. However, those who stubbornly persist in the
beourgeois reactionary line have, with ulterior motives, used
this slogan to deceive a very small number of students (among
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whom are some cadres’ sons and daughters who have not been
properly educated), trying to lead them on to the wrong path
and create antagonism betwéen them and other students. The
slogan ““A hero’s son is a real man! A reactionary’s son is no
damn gocd!” has thus been made into something in opposition
to the proletarian revolutionary line. It should be pointed out
that the way those people with ulterior motives have made use
of the slogan is in essence to advertise the exploiting classes’
reactionary “theory of family lineage”. This is exactly the
same as the lineage theory spread by the feudai landlord class
that “a dragon begets a dragon, a phoenix begets a phoenix,
and those begotten by rats are good at digging holes”. This
is out and out reactionary historical idealism.

The very small number of persons who stubbornly persist in
the bourgeois reactionary line not only refuse to criticize them-
selves before the masses, to reverse the wrong verdicts passed
on those of the revolutionary masses whom they branded as
“counter-revolutionaries”, “anti-Party elements”, “pseudo-
Leftists but genuine Rightists”, *“self-seeking careerists’” and
so on, and to publicly burn the material they have compiled
against some of the revolutionary masses. They have also
been loudly publicizing the idea of “settling accounts after
the autumn harvest”, and declaring that some of the revoiu-
tionary masses will be dealt with as “Rightists”. This means
they are going to counter-attack and settle their accounts with
the revolutionary masses. The proletarian revolutionaries are
not afraid of settling accounts. The idea of “settling accounts
after the autumn harvest” can in no way intimidate the rev-
olutionary masses. Those who spread such talk have con-
tracted a new debt to the Party and the revolutionary masses
who are sure to settie accounts with them.

These manoceuvres of the very few persons who stubbornly
persist in the bourgeois reactionary line serve precisely to ex-
pose them. The greater the disturbances they make, the clearer
the masses understand what is meant by the bourgeois reac-
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tionary line and the more clearly they see that it is absolutely
necessary to rise up and expose, criticize and repudiate it.

Why were these persons who persist in the bourgeois reac-
tionary line able to hoodwink some people for a time? This is
because they made use of the high prestige enjoyed by
Chairman Mao and the Party among the masses and arrogated
to themselves the credit of the Party, describing themselves
as the personification of the Party, their words and actions as
the expression of the Party leadership and the people’s faith
in the Party as faith in themselves. They also made special
efforts to spread the idea that people should obey the leader-
ship of their immediate superiors unconditionally and in dis-
regard of principle. Such an idea in essence advocates blind
obedience and slavishness, and is opposed to Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Tse-tung’s thought.

As early as during the rectification campaign in 1942, when
efforts were being made to solve ideologically the question of
the Wang Ming line, Chairman Mao pointed out:

Communists must always go into the whys and where-
fores of anything, use their own heads and carefully think
over whether or not it cerresponds to reality and is really
well founded; on no account should they follow blindly and
encourage slavishness.!

Chairman Mao has often taught us that erronecus leadership,
which brings harm to the revolution, should net be accepted
unconditionally but should be resisted resolutely. In fact, in
the course of the current great cultural revolution, the masses
of revolutionary students and teachers and revolutionary
cadres have put up wide resistance to erroneous leadership.

It is both a political and organizational principle of a pro-
letarian political party armed with Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tse-tung’s thought, resolutely to accept and follow correct

1 Mzo Tse-tung, “Rectify the Party’s Style of Work”, Selected Works,
Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1965, Vol. III, pp. 49-50.
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Marxist-Leninist leadership, leadership of Mao Tse~tung’s
thought, resolutely to resist wrong leadership that brings harm
to the revolution, and resolutely to oppose slavishness. All
true Communists should act in accordance with this principle
resolutely, wholly and fearlessly, and undertake to propagate it
correctly among the masses. Once this principle is grasped by
the revolutionary masses and the masses of revolutionary
cadres, those persons who stubbornly persist in the bourgeois
reactionary line and the handful of Party persons in authority
who are taking the capitalist road will be disarmed.

More than four months have passed since the Eleventh
Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party. Chairman Mao and his comrades-in-
arms have done much political and ideological work among
those comrades who have committed errors of line, and the
revolutionary masses have criticized and educated them. Seme
comrades have already corrected their errors while others are
now correcting them, and this should be welcomed. As for
those who still refuse to correct their errors, we should sharply
tell them: pull back before it is too late! If they continue to
cling to the bourgeois reactionary line and use two-faced tactics
towards the Party and the masses they will be wallowing in
the mire with those in authority taking the capitalist road, or
prove themselves to be, in fact, persons in authority taking
the capitalist road.

The present struggle between the two lines is a very deep-
going one. The mass movement carried out in the past few
months to criticize and repudiate the bourgeois reactionary
line has scored tremendous achievements and enabled hundreds
of millions of people to understand the essence of the struggle.
The proletarian revolutionary line represented by Chairman
Mao aims to boldly arouse the masses so as to overthrow the
handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road and the reactionary bourgeois academic “authori-
ties”, and eradicate all the old things of the exploiting classes.
On the other hand, the bourgeois reactionary line aims to sup- .
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press the masses so as to protect all these people and things.
One wants to carry the socialist revolution through to the end
while the other wants to preserve the old capitalist order. One
wants to make revolutior., the other wants to preserve. This
is the essence of the struggle between the two lines.

As the mas: criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois reac-
tionary line grows deeper, the masses are further grasping the
proletarian revolutionary line of Chairman Mao and a new
situation has developed China’s great proletarian cultural
revolution. These are the main features of this new situation:

Vast numbers of workers and peasants have risen. They
have broken through all obstacles, established their own rev-
olutionary organizations and plunged themselves into the
movement of the great proletarian cultural revolution.

The forces of the revolutionary students have grown greatly
and become much stronger, and their level is much higher. A
number of revolutionary students have gone to factories and
villages and have begun to integrate themselves with the
worker-peasant masses.

The revolutionary cadres in Party and state organizations
have risen in revolt against those persons holding responsible
posts who stubbornly cling to the bourgeois reactionary line.

The mass movement has grown in scope. The content of
struggle has grown richer. More revolutionary path-breakers
have appeared among workers, peasants, students and cadres.
The handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road have become more isolated.

All cultural revolution movements in contemporary Chinese
history began with student movements and led to the
worker and peasant movements, to the integration of
revolutionary intellectuals with the worker-peasant masses.
This is an objective law. This was true of the May 4th Move-
ment which marked the beginning of China’s contemporary
history of revolution and is true also of the great proletarian
cultural revolution which has brought the country’s socialist
revolution to a new stage. In 1967, China’s great proletarian
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cultural revolution will further develop in line with this objec-
tive law.

1967 will be a year of all-round development of ciass struggle
throughout China.

It will be a year in which the proletariat, united with other
sectors of the revolutionary masses, will launch a general attack
on the handful of Party persons in authority who are taking
the capitalist road, and on the ghosts and monsters in society.

It will be a year of even more penetrating criticism and re-
pudiation of the bourgeois reactionary line and elimination of
its influence.

It will be a year of decisive victory in carrying out the strug-
gle [to overthrow those in authority taking the capitalist road],
the criticism and repudiation [of the reactionary bourgeois
academic ‘“‘authorities” and the ideology of the bourgeoisie and
all other exploiting classes] and the transformation [of educa-
tion, literature and art and all other parts of the superstructure
that do not correspond to the socialist economic base].

The main political tasks confronting the whole Party and
all revolutionary masses in the country for 1967 are:

First, in accordance with the directive of Chairman Mao and
the Central Committee of the Party to “grasp the revolution
and promote production”, the great proletarian cultural revolu-
tion should be carried out on a large-scale in the factories and
rural areas, so as to stimulate the revolutionization of people’s
thinking and promote the development of industrial and agri-
cultural production.

The great proletarian cultural revolution in the factories and
rural areas must, without exception, follow the 16-point deci-
sion of the Party’s Central Committee concerning the cultural
revolution and firmly adhere to the line of letting the masses
educate themselves, liberate themselves and rise up and make
revolution by themselves. No one should take everything into
his own hands. The “four clean-ups” movement! is to be in-

! The socialist education movement to clean things up in the fields
of politics, ideology, organization and economy.— T7.
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corporated into the great cultural revolution in which the ques-
tion of the “four clean-ups” and the question of re-checking the
results will be solved.

The gréat proletarian cultural revolution in the factories and
rural areas is of the utmost impoftance. The workers and
peasants are the main force in this revolution. The worker-
peasant masses must be boldly aroused to struggle against and
overthrow the handful of Party persons in authority in the
factories, mines and other enterprises and in the rural areas
who are taking the capitalist road and root out all vestiges of
capitalism and revisionism. Only in this way can the roots of
capitalist restoration be eliminated.

In the early period of the War of Resistance Against Japan,
Chairman Mao said:

. only by mebilizing the masses of workers and peas-
ants, who form 90 per cent of the pepulation, can we defeat
imperialism and feudalism.!

Likewise, only by “mobilizing the masses of workers and
peasants, who form 90 per cent of the population”, will it be
possible today to defeat the handful of Party persons in
authority taking the capitalist road and to settle the question
of who will win, the proletariat or the bourgeaisie.

The great proletarian cultural revolution must extend from
the offices, schools and cultural circles to the factories, mines
and other enterprises and the rural areas so that all positions
are captured by Mao Tse-tung’s thought. If the movement is
confined to offices, schools and cultural circles, the great pro-
letarian cultural revolution will stop half way.

Any argument against the carrying out of a large-scale pro-
letarian cultural revolution in factories, mines and other enter-
prises and the rural areas is erroneous.

Some muddle-headed people counterpose the revolution to

1 Mao Tse-tung, “The Orientation of the Youth Movement”, Selected
Works, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 186%, Vvol. 11, p. 245.
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production and think that once the great cultural revolution
starts, it will impede production. Therefore, they only grasp
production and not revolution. These comrades have not
thought through the question of what is the purpose of farming,
weaving, steel making. Is it for building socialism, or is it for
building capitalism? The historical experience of countries
under the dictatorship of the proletariat tells us that only when
the great proletarian cultural revolution is carried out success-
fully can the advance of our economic construction along the
road of socialism and communism be ensured., Many instances
during the great proletarian cultural revolution show that pro-
duction makes great headway wherever the cultural revolu-
tion is successful. Revolution can only promote the develop-
ment of the social productive forces, not impede it. This is a
truth of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tse-tung’s thought.

There are also an extremely small number of persons who
use the taking hold of production as a pretext to repress the
revolution. They appear to be interested in production, but,
in point of fact, they are interested in their own official posi-
tions and the preservation of old bourgeois things; they are
afraid that the revolution may turn against them. They go to
such lengths as abetting the section of people who, for a time,
are hoodwinked by them, to halt production and take actions
against the revolutionary masses when they rise up to make
vigorous revolution. Some of them even collude with land-
lords, rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and
Rightists to engage in underhanded activities. This only ex-
poses them as pursuing the bourgeois reactionary line, or worse
still, that they are, or are on the point of becoming, persons
in authority taking the capitalist road.

The mass movement of the great proletarian cultural revolu-
tion in factories, mines and other enterprises and the rural
areas is an irresistible historical trend. Any argument or
person standing in the way of this trend will be swept on to the
rubbish heap by the revolulionary masses.
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Second, with regard to the great proletarian cultural revolu-
tion in the schools and all cultural spheres, the idea should be
energetically advocated that revolutionary students, teachers
and intellectuals should go to the factories and rural areas in
a planned and organized way, to integrate themselves with the
worker-peasant masses.

In “The May 4th Movement” and “The Orientation of the
Youth Movement”, both published in 1939, Chairman Mao
pointed out:

. The intellectuals will accomplish nothing if they fail
to integrate themselves with the workers and peasants. * In
the final analysis, the dividing line between revolutionary
inteliectuals and non-revolutionary or counter-revolutionary
inteliectuals is whether or not they are willing to integrate
themselves with the workers and peasants and actually do
so.!

. The young intellectuals and students throughout the
country must unite with the broad masses of workers and
peasants and become one with them, and only then can a
mighty force be created. A force of hundreds of millions of
people! Only with this huge force can the enemy’s strong-
holds be taken and his last fortresses smashed.”

Here, Chairman Mao stated a universal truth. Integration
with the worker-peasant masses is the orientation of the youth
movement in both the period of the new democratic revolution
and the period of the socialist revolution.

It is still true today that “in the final analysis, the dividing
line between revolutionary intellectuals and non-revolutionary
or counter-revelutionary intellectuals is whether or not they
are willing to integrate themselves with the workers and peas-
ants and actually do so”. Only by integrating himself with

1 Mao Tse-tung, “The May 4th Movement”, Selected Works, Eng. ed.,
FLP, Peking, 1965, Vol. II, p. 238.

2Mao Tse-tung, “The Orientation of the Youth Movement”, Selected
Works, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1965, Vol. II, p. 245.
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the workers and peasants can the intellectual establish a truly
proletarian world outlook and become a proletarian intellectual
in the true sense.

It is still true today that young 1ntellectudls and students
must go to the factories and the countryside, integrate them-
selves with the workers and peasants and become one with
them. Only then can a mighty force — hundreds of millions
strong — be organized to take by storm the positions held by
the handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road and to win final victory in the great proletarian
cultural revolution.

Going to the factories and the countryside should be ra-
tionally arranged in relation to the tasks of struggle, criticism
and repudiation, and transformation in a given unit. The nec-
essary summing up of the struggle in the previous pericd in
the unit has to be done, so as to have a deeper understanding
of the essence of the struggle between the two lines in the great
cultural revolution, distinguish right from wrong on cardinal
issues, and adopt a correct attitude and get a correct under-
standing in the matter of going to the factories and rural areas.

Having gone to the factories and rural areas, we should learn
modestly from the worker and peasant masses and be their
willing pupils, join with them in work, study and discussion
of the problems in the cultural revolution, propagate the pro-
letarian revolutionary line of Chairman Mao, and criticize and
repudiate the bourgeois reactionary line. We must direct our
eyes downward, undertake thoroughgoing investigation and
study, integrate ourselves with the revolutionary mass organi-
zations in the factories and rural areas, guard against the idea
of our being always right and avoid taking everything intc our
own hands.

An important condition in carrying out the tasks of struggle,
criticism and repudiation, and transformation within a given
unit is that its members should go to factories and rural areas.
When students and other young intellectuals plunge into the
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heat of the mass movement of the workers and peasants to
remould their ideology, they will be able to struggle more
effectively against the handful of Party persons in authority
who are taking the capitalist road, and to differentiate more
clearly between right and wrong in the big debate. Only when
the great proletarian cultural revolution in the factories and
rural areas is carried out thoroughly can the revolution in the
schools and cultural circles, which belong to the superstructure,
be completely accomplished. Only when the actual conditions
in the factories and rural areas are understood and the voice of
the workers and peasants is heard, can the system and content
of education and the method of teaching be changed in a
practical way and our cultural bodies and cultural work
be transformed effectively so that they will serve the workers,
peasants and soldiers truly and completely.

Third, fully develop extensive democracy under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. This extensive democracy means
arousing hundreds of millions of people under the command of
Mao Tse-tung’s thought to launch a general attack on the ene-
mies of socialism and, at the same time, criticize and supervise
leading organs and leading cadres at all levels. Fostering such
a social atmosphere of extensive democracy is of great, far-
reaching significance for the consolidation of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and the prevention of the restoration of
capitalism.

Extensive proletarian dermocracy is a new development of
Chairman Mao’s mass line and a new form of the integration
of Mao Tse-tung’s thought with hundreds of millions of people.
This extensive democracy is the best way for the masses to
educate and liberate themselves. In the course of this move-
ment for extensive democracy, the masses are taking Mao
Tse-tung’s thought as their weapon to draw a line hetween
the ecnemy and themselves and distinguish right from wrong.
This extensive demoeracy is the best school for learning Mao
Tse-tung’s thought.
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Chairman Mao teaches us: “Democracy sometimes seems to
be an end, but it is in fact ornly a means.”’ What we aim to
achieve by means of extensive democracy is the carrying out
of the great proletarian cultural revolution and the develop-
ment of the cause of socialism. If we depart from the interests
of the proletariat and other working people, from socialism
and from the proletarian revolutionary line represented by
Chairman Mao, we shall not be able to have extensive prole-
tarian democracy, and the result can only be the oppression of
the revolutionary masses by a small number of persons.

The extensive democracy we advocate is under the centraliz-
ed guidance of Mao Tse-tung’s thought. Different opinions
among the masses should be debated under the guidance of
Mao Tse-tung’s thought by presenting facts and reasoning
things out; coercive measures should not be used to make others
submit. Among the pecple, it would be against the principle
of extensive proletarian democracy if only one person is al-
lowed to express opinions while others are forbidden to air
different opinions. A very few bad people with ulterior motives
are instigating some of the masses they have hoodwinked to
carry out struggles by force and coercion in an attempt to sup-
press the revolution. By so doing, they are sabotaging exten-
sive proletarian democracy, the great proletarian cultural rev-
olution and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Chairman Mao teaches us that there should be democracy
within the ranks of the people and dictatorship over the reac-
tionaries. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the safeguard
for the implementation of extensive proletarian democracy
while 'extensive proletarian democracy in turn is aimed at
consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat. Without ex-
tensive proletarian democracy, there is the danger that the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat will turn into the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie. Without the dictatorship of the proletariat there

fMao Tse-tung, On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among
the People, 1st Eng. pocket ed., FLP, Peking, 1966, p. 10.
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can be no proletarian democracy; there cannot even be democ-
racy on a small scale, let alone extensive democracy. In the
course of the great proletarian cultural revolution, our organs
of proletarian dictatorship must resolutely and most unswerv-
ingly guarantee the democratic rights of the people and guar-
antee that free airing of views, the posting of big-character
posters, great debates, and the large-scale exchange of revolu-
tionary experience proceed in a normal way. Where there is
conclusive evidence of cases of murder, arson, poisoning, traffic
accidents created with murderous intent, maintaining traitor-
ous relations with foreign countries, theft of state secrets and
sabotage, the counter-revolutionaries concerned must be sub-
jected to dictatorship and punished according to law. All rev-
olutionary people should assist and supervise our state organs
of dictatorship in carrying out their task of safeguarding ex-
tensive proletarian democracy. As for Rightists who are reac-
tionary-minded but have not done anything against the law, the
masses should struggle against them by presenting facts and
reasoning things out.

Fourth, continue to carry out mass criticism and repudiation
of the bourgeois reactionary line.

It is by no means accidental that the bourgeois reactionary
line has appeared in the great proletarian cultural revolution.
Since China entered the stage of socialist revolution, there
have been struggles between the proletarian revolutionary line
represented by Chairman Mao and the bourgeois reactionary
line, and over the issue of whether to build sccialism or capi-
talism. Those who have put forward the reactionary line in
the great proletarian cultural revolution only further exposed
their reactionary bourgeois stand.

A great deal of intensive and careful work still has to be
done in order to get rid of the bourgeois reactionary line and
stamp out its influence in the factories, mines and other enter-
prises, in rural areas, in primary and middle schools, in colleges
and universities, in cultural circles, in Party and government
institutions and in all other spheres so that people can really
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get to the ideclogical root in solving this question. We must
have a clear understanding of this point.

Great efforts must be made henceforth to destroy the bour-
geois reactionary line and establish Chairman Mao’s proletarian
revolutionary line in the movement among the workers, peas-
ants and students, and on all other fronts in the great proletari-
an cultural revolution. This is the key to carrying the great
proletarian cultural revolution through to the end.

Revoluticnary cadres in the Party and government institu-
tions must break with outmoded rules and regulations and
conventions which shackle the revolution. They must go
among the masses and, together with the workers, peasants
and revolutionary students, criticize and repudiate the bour-
geois reactionary line and _struggle against the handful of
Party persons in authority who are taking the capitalist road.
Through the mass movement of the great proletarian cultural
revolution, we shall realize the thorough proletarian revolu-
tionization of our Party and government institutions.

During the criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois reac-
tionary line, those comrades who have committed errors of
line must be treated in accordance with Chairman Mao’s in-
structions, that is,

. in the spirit of “léarning from past mistakes to avoid
future ones” and “curing the sickness to save the patient”
in order to achieve the twofold objective of clarity in
ideclogy and unity among comrades.!

As for the very few double-dealers who refuse to correct
themselves, stick to their errors and feign compliance while
acting in opposition, the masses will surely overthrow them
and for this they will have only themselves to blame.

The Chinese Communist Party is great, glorious and correct.
Those Party persons in authority who are taking the capitalist

!Mao Tse-tung, “Our Study and the Current Situation”, Selected,
Works, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1965, Vol, III, p. 184.
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road amount to just a handful of people. The overwhelming
majority of Party members and cadres are good and want rev-
olution. Through the testing and tempering of the mass move-
ment in the great proletarian cultural revolution, they will
become still stronger.

The revolutionary Left should make great efforts to study
and apply Chairman Mao’s works creatively, raise their level
and readjust their ranks in the struggle to criticize and re-
pudiate the bourgeois reactionary line. The ranks of the rev-
olutionary Left must strengthen their unity on the basis of
Mao Tse-tung’s thought. They should make greater efforts to
study and grasp the strategic and tactical concepts of Chairman
Mao and be good at winning over and uniting with the great
majority so as to isolate the diehard enemy to the greatest
possible extent. In the struggle, a strict distinction must be
made between contradictions between ourselves and the enemy
and those among the people. “The strictest care should be
taken to distinguish between the anti-Party, anti-socialist
Rightists and those who support the Party and socialism but
have said or done something wrong or have written some bad
articles or other works”, and “to distinguish between the re-
actionary bourgeois scholar despots and ‘authorities’ on the
one hand and people who have the ordinary bourgeois academ-
ic ideas on the other”.! By the end of the movement we shall
achieve unity of more than 95 per cent of the cadres and more
than 95 per cent of the masses.

It is certain that the handful of Party persons in authority
who are taking the capitalist road and those very few diehards
who stick to the bourgeois reactionary line will play new tricks
“and continue to make trouble. Like all other reactionaries,
“n the last analysis, their persecution of the revolutionary
people only serves to accelerate the people’s revolutions on a

1 Quoted from Decision of the Central Committee of the Chinese Cqm—
munist Party Concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Rewvolution,
Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1966, p. 6.
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broader and meore intense scale”.! To be sure, like all other
reactionaries, they too are paper tigers. We must do as Chair-
man Mao teaches us: despise them strategicaily and take fuil
account of them tactically, and wage an unremitting struggle
against them.

In the great proletarian cultural revelution, we should take
as the key link the class struggle between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie, the struggle between the socialist and capital-
ist roads and that between the proletarian revoluticnary line
and the bourgeois reactionary line. In conjunction with the
free airing of views, big-character posters and great debates,
we should further develop the mass movement for the creative
study amd application of Chairman Mao’s works in respense to
the call of Comrade Lin Piao who is holding high the great red
banner of Mao Tse-tung’s thought, and we should temper,
strengthen and expand the highly proletarianized and militant
revolutionary ranks to win one new victory after ancther.

Under the banner of the great thought of Mao Tse-tung,

Let the working class unite,

Let the working class unite with the poor and lower-middle
peasants and other working people,

Let all working people unite with the revolutionary students,
revolutionary intellectwals and revolutionary cadres,

Let the people of all nationalities unite,

Unfold class struggle in an all-round way throughout the
couantry,

And carry the great proletarian cultural revolution through
to the end!

Long live the great teacher, the great leader, the great
supreme commander and the great helmsman Chairman Mao!

IMao Tse-tung, “Speech at the Meeting of the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R. in Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Great Qctober
Socialist Revolution” (November 6, 1957).
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