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Mybrotherwasnotanordjnary

boy.Hewasa1readyjnthethird

gradeatschDo1andveryc1ever.

Mymothergavehimanewcap

foraprizebecausehehadso
ˉˉm豆Ii了宫66dmarksforlnswork。
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Thecapwasabrjghtb1ueone
withab1ack’shinypeakinfront
toshadetheeyes。 Itmademe

happyjustto1ookatit, even
thoughIwou1dneverbe1ucky
enoughtowearit。
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Averystrangethinghappened.
Everyday, the. shmypeakm
frontwastornandnevermits
rightp1ace· Mymothersewed
itonoverandoveraga1n· She

●

simp1ycou1dnotunderstandwhy
itwasa1waystorn.圃
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户Onedaysheasked

mybrothertosee

outwhathappene
watched;butass

…nearmybrother’
＞

away。

｝metogowith
ifIcou1dfmd

dtohiscap.I
oonaBIwent

hechasedme
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At1astImanagedtofo11owhim.
Togetherw1thsevenoreiglitof
hisfriendsjnthemirdgrade’my
brotherwentoutsidetheschoo1

yardandthena11theboystore
th旦Peaksofftheircaps.
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TheybegantoP1ayagame.Withtheircaps
onwithout恤ePeaks,they.ranaboutyeⅡing＼
outtoeacho恤er‘‘Comea1ongside!’’or‘《Let

gotheanchor!,’Mybrotherhadapairofspy
glasSesmhishand,justmadefromtwopieces
ofwood. Hepretendedto1ookthroughthem
andsearchedev巴rywher巳
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BeforeIhadtimetohidemyse1f’
mybrothercaughtsight.ofme。
Sudden1ysomeoneshoUtedC1ose
behindmeand’ ahl1oughIput
upagoodfight》Iwascaughtand
he1dtightlybysomeoftheboys°
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The twoboyswhocaughtme

cal1edthemselvessai1ors. They

sa1utedmybrotherandreported
tohim. Theysaid theyhad
caughtanenemyspy.Worse
thanthat,withouteven1ooking

a伊｜me,mybiotherorderedthat
Ioughttobeshotrightaway!
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Angrj1yIshoutedtohim, “I,m
notaSpy’ I,myourbrother!,,
Insteadof1istenjngtomehejust
shouted｀back’ ‘‘You,renotmy
brotheP亏一YUrI它百恩tiW,＿-
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Isimp1ycou1dn,tbearsuchadisgrace°
■0

IbegantokickandyeⅡandcal1outat
thetopofmyvoice· Thetwosai1ors
foundmeverydifficu1ttoho1d,soto
comfortmetheywhispered’ ‘‘Wewon’t
hurtˉyou, It’s on1yagamewe’正
p1aymg.’’
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Isaidtothem, ‘‘Hurtornot
hurt’I,mnotgomgto1etyoukiⅡ
me.WhenIgrowupI,mgomg
toen1istintheLiberationArmy’
soit’snotrightforyOutocaⅡme
aspy!’’翻
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ThatevemngwhenIwenthome
andsawmymother, Ito1dher
amongotherthmgsagreatdeal
aboutthecabinanddeck。 Ito1d

herwhataf1eetwastoo.Sai1ors’
I ］etherˉknow,＝a醒.theˉⅡ1ost

courageousmeninthewor1d。
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AfterawhⅡemymotherasked

mewhathappenedtothecap.I
hadtoteI1heritwasasecret

that 卤heshou1dn,t rea11yask
about。Motherstrokedmyhair
andsmi1ed’ say1ng’ ‘‘A11 right
thenmy1itt1esaⅡor!’’
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Iwassurpr1sedthatmymother
kneweverything。 ‘‘Wel1’that’sa
secrettoo’’,sheto1dme· Then

sheaskedifIwou1dgiveaⅡtHe
In鳃sagetGˉtheˉsai1orsˉ器PoInher.
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‘‘Rea1 sai1ors〕’’ she said, ‘‘a正
braveandstron吁wi11edmenwho
1ovetheircoun订ydeadyand
1ovetoworktoo.Whathappens

to比ecapdoesn,treaⅡymatter.
Theimportantthmgisto1earn
tobe1ikesai1ors’braveandtrue!’’
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