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This is Yunchouhsi Village in Wenshui County of China’s Shansi Province.
Before its liberation, the life of the peasants there was miserably poor. Dur-
ing the anti-Japanese war the Eighth Route Army led by Chairman Mao came,
giving the people a pillar of strength. -






























Hu-lan ran at once to report the matter. The cadres quickly hid their docu-
ments and went into the mountains till the danger was over.












To be of more help in the work against Japanese aggression, Liu Hu-lan studied
hard and learned to read and write, and to sing anti-Japanese songs. She also
did propaganda work in neighbouring villages. At home, she taught her little
sister to read.












With their information the Eighth Route Army soon liberated Wenshui county
town. The villagers celebrated the victory by beating drums and gongs. Hu-
lan and her young friends presented the Eighth Route Army men with a bas-

ket of red dates.






In October 1945, after the victory in the war of resistance, Hu-lan enrolled
in the training class for women cadres organized by the county Party com-
mittee. Though she had little schooling, she studied very hard.
























Hu-lan next visited the poor peasant families of the village, making investiga-
tions. At Uncle Li’s home she explained the Party’s policy on land reform
and persuaded him to speak at the accusation meeting, telling his bitterness
as a farmhand of the landlord Shih Ting-huai.






Uncle Li indignantly denounced the landlord at the meeting. The people’s
anger was aroused. ‘“‘Down with the landlord Shih Ting-huai!” they shouted,
their voices thundering through the village.






Victory in the land reform movement raised the masses’ political enthusiasm
to a new high. Young men rushed to join the army, while Liu Hu-lan organized
the women for work to support the front, such as delivering grain, making
shoes for the soldiers and spinning yarn.
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The situation became gravé. The Party branch asked Hu-lan to go into the
mountains — they would maintain contact with her. The next morning the
villagers assembled at her home as she prepared to set out.






Just then came the order, shouted to the sound of a gong: “All men, women
and children of the village must gather before the temple!” The enemy had
surrounded the village.






Unable to get away now, Liu Hu-lan burned all Party documents as quickly
as possible. Her mother urged her to take refuge in a neighbour’s house, where
there was a new baby.






Liu Hu-lan found other villagers already there. The gong sounded louder
and louder. Thinking that it would never do to bring disaster to this family
and the other villagers, she left the neighbour’s house at once.
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Snow fell thickly, and a cold north wind pierced to the bone as the villagers
were driven before the temple door. The enemy threatened the villagers at
gunpoint to hand over Liu Hu-lan, but they ref;\lsed.
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Hu-lan turned to her mother. She had no tears, only hatred for the enemy.
“Don’t cry, Mother,” she said, “‘but struggle on till the red flag flies over the
whole country!”






Liu Hu-lan stood defiant, fearless before the enemy. ‘““Only sixteen, but what
a tongue you’ve got!” yelled her interrogators. ‘“Who else in the village are
Communists? Speak out! We’ll kill you if you don’t! Aren’t you afraid
of death?” But Hu-lan answered firmly, “If I were, I wouldn’t be a Commu-

nist!”












The vicious enemy ordered the villagers to beat Liu Hu-lan, but this only made
them more indignant and they refused. ‘‘Shoot them all!” came the next
order from the exasperated enemy. At this point Hu-lan stepped forward.
“No!” she demanded. “‘Kill me. You can’t kill the villagers.”
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