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RAMIZ ALIA

MESSAGE OF GREETI}
PEOPLE ON THI

T he First Secretary of the C

of Labour of Albania and Preside
Assembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia, addre
Year 1988 to the Albanian peopl

GOOD EVENING, DEAR COMRADES, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

On behalf of the Party and the Government I want to greet you and to wish you a happy
New Year, to wish good health and successes to everybody, the workers and cooperati-
vists, the cadres and specialists, the young men and women, the armymen, the veterans
and the pioneers of Enver, and to you compatriots wherever you work and live.

The year that is going out was a year full of major efforts made by our people for the
implementation of the great programme defined by the 9th Congress of the Party. The econo-
my and other. social activities marked new victories on the road of the socialist development
and progress. The tasks in many branches and departments were carried out according to
forecasts. New projects were added to our Homeland. Education and culture, the defence,
the care for the people’s health and the various services were raised higher. The econo-
mic stability of the country and the well-being of the masses were further consolidated.
New victories were achieved in the field of our foreign policy. Our country’s relations with
many states were extended and strengthened. The name of socialist Albania has risen
higher and its international position has been consolidated further.

During the year 1987 we have had to cope with numerous difficulties created by bad
weather. The severe winter followed by a lengthy draught hit many sectors, especially the
agriculture and the electric production, the consequences of which were felt in the eco-
nomy, production and on the market. But the consequences of these difficulties were restricted
thanks to the unprecedented mobilization of ourfhero'ic.‘working class and patriotic peasantry,
through the persistent efforts of the communists, cadres, the women and the youth. The
tireless work, the resolute and mlhtant stand of our people, educated by the Party, are
‘the basm factor for the results and victories achieved.

Seeing out a whole year of numerous achievements and joys, we come into another
year, in the third year of the 8th Five-year Plan. This will be a year of great work, of memo-
rable events and new perspectives. The tasks for the year 1988 are solid, because they consist
of the major objectives deriving from the current five-year plan, but they also must make
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Bood some failures in the tasks of the year 1987. As always, these tasks will be accompli-

" shed relying on our own forces, on our own work, on the knowledge and toil of the working
. masses, on the internal resources of our country. -

Every possibility exists for the objectives of the year 1988 to be attained with sdc"ces_s.
These possibilities lie in the inexhaustible energies of the people, in their ardent patrietism,
in the steel unity of the pebple with the Party, in the strength of our economy and in the
vitality of our socialist order. We must use these possibilities as well as we can, placing them .
in the service of the economic and cultural development of the 'country right from the first
days and throughout all this year. We must utilize the great experience we have accumulated,
we must learn from our successes, but we musi also reflect on the shortcomings, having faith in
and being optimistic about the accomplishment of our tasks, but never being self-satisfied.
We must tackle them firmly, with unshakeable confidence that, through persistent work and
a revolutionary spirit, *by encouraging the initiative of the masses _and the method of ae-
tions, we will accomplish the state plans on all fronts, and will make the life of the people
more prosperous, will make our beloved Homeland more powerful. ' , o

The year 1988 is a memorable year. The whole Party and the people will commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the birth of Comrade Enver Hoxha, the glorious leader of our people.
We pay the greatest honour and respect to him by remaining loyal to his. .Marx?iSt—Lenitiist
teachings, to the Party which he founded and led for decades on end, by . guarding as the
apple of our eyes and always advancing the fruit of his work, our socialist Albania, 'byr
strengthening our economy, culture and defence. ) o B e

As always, let this year be a source of great inspiration for the people, a source of new
joy for every family, for our whole socialist society. I wish you all, comrades, brothers and
sisters, fulfilment of these joys and desires, I wish jou all good health and happiness in your
families, I wish you prosperity. ’ - ‘

LONG LIVE THE PARTY, LONG LIVE OUR DEAR PEOPLE AND OUR BELOVED
HOMELAND! '



THE SUCCESSFUL CONSTF
IN ALBANIA-

AN EXPRESSION OF THE
OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SI

by BESNIK BEKTESHI

Socialist "Albania receives no loans or credits and «aid» from the capitalist
It prohibits the setting up in its territory of foreign military bases and the
and prohibits the creation of foreign or joint economic and financial comp

THE WHOLE CONTEMPORARY HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY, FROM
THE WAR AGAINST THE NAZI AND FASCIST OCCUPIERS, THE TRIUMPH
OF THE REVOLUTION, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PEOCPLES STATE
POWER TO THE SUCCESSFUL CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM, IS THE
WORK OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE, LED BY THE PARTY AND RELYING
ON THEIR OWN FORCES. THE MARXIST-LENINIST REVOLUTIONARY
PRINCIPLE OF SELF-RELIANCE HAS BEEN AND REMAINS ONE OF THE
FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES OF THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF OUR PARTY.
COMRADE ENVER HOXHA, OUR GREAT AND UNFORGETTABLE LEADER,
WAS THE MASTERMIND WHO FORMULATED AND IMPLEMENTED THE
POLICY OF THE PARTY OF RELIANCE ON OUR OWN FORCES. «ONLY
THIS POLICY,» COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA POINTED OUT TO THE 9TH
CONGRESS OF THE PARTY, «COULD FULLY ENSURE THE FREEDOM,
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, THE ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOP-
MENT OF ALBANIA AND PROTECT IT AGAINST FOREIGN PRESSURE

staunch struggle waged by the people
the country was liberated from the
foreign invaders and the local traitors,
the independence and freedom was
won, the state power passed into the
hands of the people and the new
road of socialist development was
opened with the blood shed by the
people.

Under the leadership of the Party
and with unshakeable confidence in
its word, the people, immed_iately
after Liberation, set down to work in
order to heal the wounds of the ‘war,
to carry out the profound revolutio-

AND DICTATES.»

From the Founding Meeting of No-
vember 8, 1941, our Party put it une-
quivocally that the main and ()nly fac-
tor for the national liberation and
social emancipation was the internal
tactor, the powerful reliance of the
Albanian people, alone, on their pa-

triotism and their struggle against the -

fascist invaders and the traitors at

home. The newly formed Party in- -

structed that the liberation of the
coimtry and the establishment of the
new people’s power would be carried
out relying on the forces of the peo-

BESNIK° BEKTESHI — Member of
the Political Bureau of the CC of the
Party, vice-chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the PSR of Albania.

" materialized in the historic

ple united in the Anti-fascist National
Liberation Froni. These ideas were
Confe-
rence of Peza, which was called on
September 16, 1942, at which, besides
the creation of the Anti-fascist Na-
tional Liberation Front — as a politi-
cal union of the people under the
leadership of the Party — the founda-
tions were also laid for the setting

. up of the pcople’s state power through

the creation of national liberation
councils cverywhere. The Conference
alsp laid down that the general ar-
med uprising of the people would be
carried out under the slogan «Free-
dom is not donated, but is won with
blood and sacrifices», Through the

nary transformations in all fields, to
put the country on the rails of pro-
gress, relying on the internal human,
material and financial resources. Pur-
suing and implementing the line and
policy of the Party, built on the basis
of Comrade Enver Hoxha's teachings
on self-reliance, on the creation of
the modern industry based on the

_ Jocal primary materials, on the deve-

lopment of agriculture in order to
guaramee the food of the people with
the local product, and on the prepa-
ration and training of the scientific
and technical cadres, capable of wor-
king and running every sector of
life, were vital for the final destiny
of the. revolution and socialism in
Albania, '
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In these 43 years of the shining
epoch of the Party, along with the
strengthening and democratization of
the people’s state power, major
achicvements have been made in al!
fields of social and economic activi-
ties, in the creation of the new man
and the defence of the country. The
establishment of the socialist soeial
ownership of the means of production,
both in city and in the rural area,
abolished the exploilation of man by
man once and for good. The appli-
cation of the Party’s programme for
the development of the productive
forces have made Albania today a
country with a many-branched and
complex developed ecomomy, a stable
and dynamic economy, capable of
independent operation and rapid de-
velopment, The continuous consolida-
tion and perfecting of the socialist
relations of production have provided
our economy with protection against
crises, stagnation, inflation, price rises,
unemployment and the other ulcers of
the capitalist, bourgeois and revisionist
economy, . .

Our socialist economy, which deve-
lops on the basis of the single and
general state plan, is distinguished
today for the mobilization and ex-
ploitation of all the intensive and
extensive factors of growth of pro-

ourgeois and revisionist countries. g
ationing of foreign troops, it gives no concessions
ps with the capitalist, bourgeois and revisionist states.

duction and its effectiveness. There-

fore, today it advances ensuring the
increase ‘of the social production and
national income at rates 2-3 times
higher than the rates of the populia-
tion growth, and ensuring, at the sa-
me time, that the part of accumula-
tion needed for the extended socialist
reproduction be entirely covered by
the locally created income. The levels
reached and the proportions created
by our economy have made possible
the fulfilment of all the needs of the
country for oil, electric energy and
other fuels, permit industry to produce
various trade marks of pig-iron and
steel, chemical fertilizers, machinery
and complete equipment and produc-
tion lines, and to fulfil 95 per cent
of the requirements for spare parts,
etc. Whereas agriculture for some
years now ensures all the  méeds
of the .population.. of  the . country
for bread grain, this being an
achievement which constitutes a

great victory of historic, political and

strategic importance, and which, toge-
ther with the light and the food-stuffs
industries fulfils over 85 per cent of
the needs of the people for industrial
and alimentary mass consumption
goods.

Side by side with the development
of the economy, our education, cul-

UCTION OF SOCIALISM

VITALITY
LF-RELIANCE

ture, science and arts have also made
great progress, relying on our own
efforts. Our specialists and scientists,
together with the working class and
the cooperativist peasaniry, are in a
position to design and build factories
and plants, hydro-power stations and
large-scale irrigation works, and put
them into operation. Socialist Albania
today has an impregriable defence,
which relies strongly on the great
force “of the soldier people and on
our people’s army, who are f{rained
continuously and - in an  all-round
manner on the basis of the principles
of our Popular Military Art.

The principle of self-reliance has
been and remains at the toundations
of our entire social and economic
development. «Everything we have
built in our .couniry,» Comrade
Ramiz Alia points out, «is the result
of the toil and intelligence of our
working people, The great economic
and social, pelitical and cultural
victories have not been donated to
us by anyone, but we have won
them at the cost of sacrifices and
abnegation, we have achieved them
in struggle against the internal and
exfernal class enemies, clashing with
many obstacles.» The experience ac-
cumulated during the process of the
construction of socialism has hecn
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-and is an’ cnrichment of the under-
standing of the principle of self-re-
liance .and its implementat’ion on a
broader extent. This principle which
is confirmed 'by our practice will be
our unalterable bhasis for the fulfil-
ment of the 8th Five-year Plan.
For our Party reliance on our own
‘forces has not been and is not a
policy of temporary changing political
circumstances, or a general slogan.
On the contrary, this principle, as
Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us,
is not only a law of the building of
socialism. but alse an imperative, a
must, in the conditions of our coun-
try. It is an ecxpression of the revo-
lutionary spirit, the readiness and
resolve of the masses {0 work and
live in any condition, no matter how

difficult. It serves for the mobiliza-
tion of all the internal reserves
which our economy possesses and

creates continuously; it inspires and
encourages the creative and innova-
tory thinking of the masses, increase
their confidence in themselves and
prepares them to tackle and solve
any problem and te surmolnt any
obstacle.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has said:
«Working for the building of socia-
lism according to the principle of
self-reliance. our Party has never
had in mind. the creation of an
autarchic economy, closed in itself.
At the same time, fighting against
any feeling of .inferiority and sub-
mission before the foreign, does not
mean negation of the utility of pro-
gressive thinking in the world, the
achievements of technique and scien-
ce in the other countries.» The Party
has orientated that the achievements
of advanced science, technique and

technology should be used to our
advantage in accordance with the
conditions and possibilities of our
country,

The consistent implementation of
this principle does not constitute any
«sliding into positions of narrow na-
tionalism», or «departure from inter-
nationalism», as the imperialists and
the modern revisionists try to make
out through their propaganda in
order to justify their theories of the
«inlerdependence of nations», of the
«limited sovereignty», and their neo-

colonialist, expansionist and cnslaving
policies. With their capitalist and neo-
-colonialist theories and practices they
seek to arouse and ‘foster the psy-
chosis that allegedly no nation in
the world is capable of developing
and advancing on its own, if it is not
under the umbrella and tutelage of a
superpower, if it does not receive «aid»
from other states, if it does not parti-
cipate in the international capitalist
and revisionist collaboration. The
example of our country refutes these
preachings . of the encmies of the
revolution and socialism. Socialist Al-
bania receives no loans or credits
and «aid» from the capitalist, bour-
gecis and revisionist countries. It pro-
hibits the setting up in its territory
of foreign
stationing of foreign troops in its ter-
ritory, it gives no concessions to and
prohibits the creation of foreign or
joint econemic and financial compa-
nies with the c3pitalist, bourgeois and
revisionist states. The affirmation and
sanctioning of all these in the Con-

.Stitution of the PSR of Albania is a

clear expression of the determination
of the PLA, of our socialist state and
of the Albanian people to stick to
the implementation of the principle
of self-reliance, as the basis of the
preservation and consolidation of poli-
tical and economic independence and
sovereignty of the country, of the
guarantee for the building of socia-
lism. The falseness of the bourgeois-
-revisionist views is seen also in the
very reality of the capitalist and re-
visionist world. All these countries
which rely for their development on
the credits or «aid» from the impe-
rialist powers and the monopoly banks
and which grant concessions after
concessions to the multinational com-
panies, have been reduced to appe-
ndages of the metropolises and have
immersed themselves into great debts,
which have put even their national
independence into jeopardy.

It is an incontestable fact that so-
cialist Albania has never pursued a
policy of self-isolation. On the contrary,
it is the others who have tried
to isolate Albania from the rest of
the world. Thanks to a Marxist-Lenin-
ist correct, far-sighted -and princi-
pled policy in internal and external

military bases and the -

ALBANIA TODAY

questions, which our Party has pur-
sued and continues to pursue, our
country has managed to break through
the bockades and the encirclement,
and each passing day witnesses the
increase in its diplomatic relations
(at present with more than one hu-
ndred countries of the world), or in’
its trade, culural, technical and
scientific exchanges with the world,
and it is striving to develop them on
the basis of the well-known princi-
ples of the respect of national so-
vereignty and territorial iptegrity, non-
-interference in the internal  affairs,
eguality and reciprocal benefit. The
strengthening of independence and the
whole social and economie develop-
ment of the country have enabled
our state to pursue an independent
foreign policy and to voice its opinion
about the various issues and evems
in the world openly and courageously.
Socialist Albania today enjoys a high
authority and prestige in the world,
it has numerous friends and well-
-wishers and is a powerful support
for the revolutionaries everywhere in
the world.

Albania has known and will always
know new developments and still
greater progress on the road of socia-
list censtruction. The 8th Five-year
Plan (1986-1990) represents a majestic
programme for the development of the
economy and culture, which will help
our couniry to take a great and im-
portant step towards its transforma-
tion into an indus!,rial-agricul"tural
country, thus reaching a more ad-
vanced stage in the building of the
malerial-technical base of socialism.
The pesitive achievements of the first
two years of the current five-year
plan in the conditions of the difficul-
ties created by the pressure and in-
fluence of the economic crisis of fhe
capitalist world and by the weather
conditions speak of the great possi-

bilities and reserves we have for the

attainment of the objectives set by
the historic 9th Congress of the Party.

Experience hitherto shows that the
accomplishment of the planned tasks
in all their quantitative and qualita-
tive, technical, economic and financial
indices with less expenditure of
energy, primary and raw materials
eonstitutes the main factor for the
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implementation of the principle of
self-reliance. The major tasks which

- await us dictate the need for the

broader and more comprehensive un-
derstanding of this principle by the
working masses, making them. cons-
cious that this must be implemented in
practice, in all the fields of social activi-
ties on thelevel of the economy,branch,
district and
the enterprise and agricultural coo-
perative, by every institution and
military unit and by each and every
individual.

The orientations of the 9th Congress
of the Party that we should consume
as much as we produce, spend in
proportion with our income, import

as'much as we export, by continuously

increasing reserves, are especially im-
portant in the understanding and im-
plementation of the principle of self-
-reliance. This requires the rhythmi-
cal accomplishment of the planned
tasks, the complete exploitation of
the existing productive capacities and
the wealth of the country with greater
effectivily, the commissioning of the
new productive projects in time, the
strengthening of the savings regime,
the lowering of norms of material
consumption, the replacement of im-
poried materials with local ones, the
increcase of export and the relative
reduction of import, the increase of

sector, on the level of.

productivity " and the fulfilment of
the indices of labour and so on.
In the implementation of the prin-

ciple of complete self-reliance new -

horizens have been opened also in
the fulfilment of the quotas of the

supply of the- ‘population with
agricultural and livestock products.
-The fend programme concretely

detailed by the Party at its‘ 3rd Ple-
num is aimed at ensuring that each
village, each ccoperative, each dis-
trict should be able to meet all its
needs for milk, meat, eggs, beans,
potatoes and vegetables from its own
preduction. A measure of extremely
great importance in this respect is
the supply of the peasantry
agricultural and livestock products
from the production of the small
herds of livestock and from the small
plots of the brigades and from the
cooperativists’ personal plot of land.
This impertant initiative,
being implemented
country, will

which is
throughout the
further strengthen the
property of the group, will help to
exploit the extensive possibilities
which exist in the sector of agri-
culture in a more élficient manner,
and. as the experience of some dis-
tricts has shown, will lead to the
increase of the agricultural and li-
vestock production, in making the

with
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countryside independent for supplics
of such products from the concentra-
ted production, which will finally im-
prove the supply of the towns with
these products.

The struggle for the implementation
of the tasks of the plan, as the Party
points out, is not only an economic
problem, but also a political problem,
because it has fo do both with the
development of the productive forces
according to thc structure required
by the building of sccialism and with
the revolutionary perfection of the
secialist relations of production; it
has to do with the strengthening of
the defence capacity of the Homeland
and with the well-being of the mas-
ses of working people. Therefore,
the Party has always devoted special
care to raising the whole organizing,
leading and control activities from
the base to the¢ centre to a higher
level, so that the fulfilment and over-
fulfilment of the plans is ensured in
struggle against bureaucracy, libera-
lism, technocracy, one-sidedness and
globalism, while developing .and en-
couraging the spirit of communist
mililancy'everywhere, and spreading
the great movement of our time
<Banner-bcarers of the teachings of
Comrade ‘Enver Hoxha, fighters for
the implementation of the decisions of
the 9th Congress of .thc Party.»



THE PROCLAMA’
OF

THE INDEPENDI
OF ALBANIA

by STEFANAQ POLLO

The freedom and independence of sacialist
Albania are historic achievements. Their defence’
and inviolability are primary tasks for every
Albanian citizen. They are an indispensatle conditi
for the successful construction of socialism in cur ¢
untry

THE PROCLAMATION OF ALBANIA'S INDEPENDENCE ON NOVEMBER

28, 1912 AT VLORA PUT AN END TO THE CENTURIES-LONG OTTOMAN
RULE AND MARKED A RADICAL CHANGE IN THE DESTINY OF THE
COUNTRY. COMRADE ENVER HOXHA HAS SAID. «THE ALBANIAN PEO-
PLE DEALT THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE THE FINAL MlLITARY-POLlTlCAL
BLOW REALIZING THEIR THOUSAND YEARS-OLD DREAMS AND REVO-
LUTIONARY ASPIRATIONS.. ALBANIA PROCLAIMED ITSELF FREE AND
INDEPENDENT NOT ONLY OF OTTOMAN BONDAGE, BUT ALSO OF ANY
NEW BONDAGE AND CHAINS THAT WERE BEING FORGED ON THE
ANVILS OF THE IMPERIALISTS AND ITS NEIGHBOURS.»! WITH THIS
OUR NATIONAL RENAISSANCE REACHED 1TS APOGEE, BECAUSE THE
PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE CROWNED THE HEROIC STRUGGLES
AND EFFORTS OF WHOLE GENERATIONS TO WIN BACK THEIR LOST
FREEDOM, TO ENJOY SOVEREIGN NATIONAL RIGHTS AND TO OPEN
THE ROAD OF DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRESS FOR THEIR COUNTRY.
With the historic decisions of the territory without interruption in the
Viora Assembly the principle of course of centuries. with its own

r.ationality, proclaimed by the men of
our National Renaissance and the
Balkan and European democracy since
the 19th century, triumphed in our
country, too. Thus. there was vindi-
cated the immanent right of a nation
formed through living on its own
Prof. STEFANAQ POLLO ~— Director
of the Institute of History

language, culture, history and indivi-
duality, a right won in the trenches
of a protracted stern struggle, a right
which belonged to them also because
of the wvaluable contribution they had
made to the liberation process in the
Balkans and Eurape.
Despite its limitations
seen through the

and also

prism of later de-
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velopments, the proclamation of in-

dependence affirmed with dignity the '

great idea of nationality and national
unity, although most of the country
was occupied by foreign armies.

Albania’s independence was not
merely the deed of a handful of pa-
triots who raised the national flag at
Vlora. Certainly, they have a well-
deserved place in the history of the
nation. However, they and the Vlora
National Assembly juridically sanctio-
ned throughk an act signed by the
representatives of the nation what
the broad masses of the people, in
all Albanian-inhabited regions, had
prepared throughout tens and tens of
years of struggle, suffering and sacri-
fices. All Albanian regions had laid
their stone on the foundations of in-
dependence,

Great .events represent major achie-
vements of a people. They assume
special importance when they have a
progressive’ character and give the
tangle of contradictions a correct so-

;Vluliun in accordance with the positive

tendencies of historical development.
The proclamation of - independence is
among those - events which mark
major stages in the historical pro-
cess. It concluded an epoch, the bril-
liant epoch of the National Renais-
sance and opened up new roads for
the coming generations. As such, it
has particular importance not only
tfor the time it occurred- and the cha-

‘nge it brought about, but also for the
- positive consequences it had in its

wake. It conserves its educational and
mobilizing value for the future, too.
Hence, celebration. of its anniversa-
ries, evocation of the feats of our
forefathers, and assessment of them in
the light of Marxist dialectics is a
duty not only for the historians,
but also for the whole society. Love
and respect for the brilliant past are
the more forceful expressions of the
patriotism and vitality of our people.
on the other hand, celebration of
major historical events is also an
encouragement to delve deep in their
study on the basis of new facts and
on the higher methodological level
achieved by historical sciences.

Our new historiography has always
had the study of national indepe-
ndence, as well as those of other
major events of our national history,
in the centre of its attention. As is
known, the scientific legacy on these
problems has been relatively poor.
Relying, in the first place, on publi-
shed and unpublished documents, lo-
cal and foreign, the press of the time
and the valuable memoirs of the
generation of those who fought for
independence which, apart - from
facts unrecorded in documents, give
also opinions, stands, judgements, as-
pirations of the active participants
in the events, proceeding from the
dialectical materialistic theory, and

_the teachings of our Party and Com-

rade Enver Hoxha, our Hhistoriang
nave already said - their weighty word
un the problems of national inde-
pendence, as borne out also by their
publications of the last years.

The problems of Albania’s inde-
pendence and the roads which led
to it have been the iject of special
interest also of foreign historiography,
particularly in the Balkans. Along
with the attempts at an objective
treatment of events of the years of

the proclamation of independence, ~
there have also becn superficial and
tendenuvus studies, with unfounded
and aprioristic assessments. )
After the Second World War, in
foreign studies on the problem of
Albanian independence there began
emerging new objective assessments,
wilich were due to the development
of historiography . in general, the

) independent democratic and progres-

sive stands of their authors, as well
as, and in the first place, the active
role of the new Albanian historio-
graphy in the foreign world, Ne-
vertheless, the old traditional anti-
historical and anti-Albanian distor-
tions stemming mainly from non-scien-
tific interests, although in a more
refined form and with some «con-
cessions», continue to be offered to
the reader., :

The key problem on which the
diametrically opposed views of the
Albanian historiography, on one hand,
and part of the foreign historiograp-
hy, on the other, continue to clash
has been whether Albania’s ‘indepe-
ndence has been the deed of the
Albanians or foreigners, whether it
has been the result of the ceaseless
struggle of the Albanian nation for
their liberation and the formation of
their independent state, that is, the
crowning of the struggle and efforts
of the men- of our National Renais-
sance, or, on the contrary, it has
been a gift of the Great Powers to a
country which did not expect it, hen-
ce, an artificial solution due to cir-
cumstances and conditioned by the
interests of these Great Powers, whe-
ther the independent Albanian state
was the deed of the inner national
forces or an international creation of
the Great Powers, etc., ete.

The new Albanian historiography
has by now defined its stand to-
wards these problems and provided a
convincing and documented answer

to them.

The proclamation of independence
was not an isolated act. It was pre-
pared step by step, with care, pa-
tience, courage, and a high sense of
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responsibility for tens and tens of
veuars. As its protagonist, Ismail Qe-
mali, was followed by history. as a
fulk song has it, so a whole histori-
cal period preceded Albania's inde-
pendence. The act of November 28,
1912 cannot be understood without
this history. Those who signed the
document of independence were not

new men, who were produced by the

complicated situation created by the
Ist Balkan War and the need for
finding a way out. A good part of
those who convened at the Vlora
National Assembly hid Legun their
patriotic activity a long time before
and distinguished themselyes as figh-
ters of the rifle and the pen for na-
tional liberation,

Indepeadence is organically linked
with the National Renaissance not
only by its protagonists. but also bv
their patriotic and revolutionary
thought and action, especially that
of the masses of the people, who saw
in the act of November 28 their
reward f{or the blood they had shed,
the suffering they had endured and
the sacrifices they had made to see
that day. Hence, our independence
and National Renaissance are an in-
divisible whole,

The men of our National Renais-
sance fought against national oppres-
sicn not only by the material means
of armed resistance. but also by
intellectual means, the ideas which
vindicated the rights of the Albanian
people 1o an independent existence
and inspired and mobilized them in
their struggle. When the patriotism
of the men of our Nutional Renais-
sance assimilated the great ideas of
European enlightenment and - ratio-
nalism, the political and social
thought of our National Renaissance
rose tp a higher degree and assumed
a new content. These ideas were adap-
ted to the Albanian reality and respon-
ded to the demands raised by Albanian
society in its development. So. the
ideas of freedom and independence
of the Homeland found in the pen

cof the men of owr National Renais-

sance a  theoretical  argumentation
based not only on the natural right

of  the Albanian people. They ad-
dressed themselves also to history to
prove the ancient existence of the
Albanians on their territories, their
national individuality, their ceaseless
struggle against foreign  domination,
their contribution to the common
cause of liberation of the Balkan and
European. peoples, etc. The patriotice
intellectuals revived the  historical
memories the people had preserved
in their songs and legends. thev
stressed  common national traditions.
they understood and made  others
understand  the importance ol the
language, territorial and spiritual
communily of the Albanian people.
and they sfruggled to transfoyrm no-
pular self-awareness into national
self-awareness. In a country  like
Albania, in which unily of the mo-
vement for national liberation in a
population -divided into three diffe-
rent religions, was an indisnensable
condition for success. this self-aware-
ness could only be formed outside

_all religions. above ,all religions, by

proclaiming Alhaniannes the funda-
mental principle of the National Re-
naissance.

The new ideas spread broadly in the
cultural circles within and outside the
country, through books and periodi-
cals and penetrated gradually into
the minds and hearts of the common
people through oral transmission.
They helped the people find their
historical and national identitvy and,
regardless of regional. religious or
other divisions. feel themselves &
community with the one history. the
one culture. the same customs. con-
cerns and hopes, and the same de-
mands. The Albanians began to feel
united by their glorious. though pain-
ful. past and their struggle for the
same future. The new ideas plaved
a very important role in the transfor-
mation of ethnic self-awareness into
national self-awareness. in which the
will of the nation began to express
itself. It is these ideas that. during
the period of the National Renais-
sance and, especially., the Albanian
League of Prizren. having struck
deep and strong roots in the masses
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of the people, set them in movement
both in years of crises and armed
clushes with the enemy and in pe-
riods of relatively calm development.
The movement of the National Re-
naissance, which expressed itself in
various  directions — theoretical,
ideological,  political, cultural, mili-
tarv. and organizational, speeded un
the historical process and impartad
to it such rates of development as
were unknown in former periods.
The ideology of the Nuational Re-
naissance expressed itsell  in political
progriams. Aware of the need  and,
not less. the right to be free and
independent and to ensure the nor-
mal  development of their  country,
he ideclogists of the National Renais-
sance  worked out. according  {o lhe
time nd circumstances, a clear poli-
tical strategy for the course towards
autonomy  and  independence and its
form and  content.  Autonomy  and
independence are alwavs conceived as
two  states closely  inferconnected for
the solution of the Albanian question.
The platform of the autonomy under
the sovereignty of the Sultan pre-
dominated during the period of the
National Renaissance until November
1912 It provided for the building of
socio-econpomic structures and juridi-
cal-political institutions which would
serve as a basis for the independent
state order that would be set up as
soon as the appropriate conditions
were created. This is explained rot
with the desire of the Albanians.
most of them of Moslem religion, to
remain under the shade of the Khalif
Sultan or with their immaturity for
self-government, as a number of
foreign authors want to make ouf.
This was the road followed also bv
some other Balkan states, apart from
Greece, and. of course, their expe-
rience could not be disregarded. How-
ever, in the case of the Albanians.
the demand for autonomyv is explai-
ned mainly by considerations of an
international character. In the first
place, if compelled to do so. the Su-
blime Porte would more readily ac-
cept an autonomous Albania with the
preservation of its sovereigniv over it
than its complete secession. In fact,
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this is what happened. It recogni-
zed the autonomy of Albania, but
only after the proclamation of inde-
pendence. The main external factor
which ccnditioned the platform of
the autonorny was the serious and
constant threat of the partition of
Albanian territories
the neighbouring monarchies, a threat
which had begun to emerge as early
as the forties of the 19th century.
In these conditions, an autonomous Al-
bania in the framework of the Ot-
toman Empire could secure its terri-
torial integrity, either . because the
Sublime Porte was interested in pre-
serving intact the border of the Em-
pire,’ or through guarantees from the
Great Powers to maintain its status
quo. An autonomous Albania would
have the possibility to strengthen
itself so as, when it became inde-
pendent, to be in :a position to face
up to the foreign dangers that
threatened it.

An external support, for ex'ample,
a military alliance with the Greek
neighbour in a liberation war against
the Ottoman Empire was sufficient
for the Central Committee of Con-
stantinople and its leader Abdyl Fra-
shéri to envisage the creation of an
independent Albania as early as
1877. The negative stand of the Greek
government towards this plan streng-
thened the conviction of the Albanian
patriots about the correctness of the
demand for the territorial-administra-
tive autonomy of the country. Never-
theless, when the League of Prizren
proclaimed the autonomy of the coun-
try and formed its provisional govern-
ment in 1881, Sami Frashéri hoped
that favourable circumstances would
soon come about for Albania to get
on its own, «through complete seces-
sion», as he expressed himself. Seen
from this angle, the independence
proclaimed in 1912, in the conditions
of the Ist Balkan War, was the lo-
gical consequence of the political line
pursued by the men of our National
Renaissance. Hence, it can be said
that the question of Albania’s inde-
pendence, in regard. to the inner so-
cio-political  forces, was put forward
for solution since the 19th century,

on the part of -
of all political

- ndent Albania with

at least since the time of the League
of Prizren, whereas in regard to in-
ternational and political factors it -was
put forward for solution and solved
in November 1912, '

The idea of autonomy or indepen-
dence was expressed in. the funda-
mental demand which lay at the basis
programs, not only
during the National Renaissance, but
also prior to it — at the time of the
formation of the Albanian state. This
demand underwent an evolution, from
a principality like Skanderbeg’s put
forward by the uprisings of the
16th-17th centuries to the great pa-
shaliks of the 18th century and the
beginning of the 19th century, from
the Albanian vilayet, province or
state, with political and administra-
tive autonomy put forward by the
League of Prizren, the League of
Peja and the uprisings of the years
1910-1912 to the independent state
of 1912. Unlike the national leader-
ship of some Balkan countries which
sought to create their states within
the boundaries of the respective me-
diaeval empires, at the expense of the
other peoples of the Peninsula, the
men of our National Renaissance
conceived an autonomous or indepe-
such territorial
include the territo-
ries whose inhabitants were Alba-
nians, totally or in their overwhel-
ming majority.

The scientific platform of the or-
ganization, content and tasks of the
Albanian bourgeois-democratic state,

extension as to

which summed up the experience of -

tens of years of national movement,
was worked out, as is known, by the
Albanian erudite, Sami Frashéri, in
1899, in his work Albania — What It

‘Was, What If Is and What It Will Be.

The second fundamental direction
which prepafed Albania’s indepen-
dence was armed revolutionary action.
The theoretical, political and cultural
thought of the men of our National
Renaissance was followed step by step
by the anti-Ottoman armed uprising.
In this field our patriotic movement
wrote down brilliant pages which do
it great honour. It is the great me-
rit of the more advanced men of our
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National Renaissance that they con-
sidered the liberation armed move-
ment an indispensable means to win
national rights. It is an even greater
merit of the Albanian people’s masses
and, in particular, of peasantry that they
took to arms whenever the need arose,

“and did not hesitate to face up to

powerful enemies, even when their
struggle demanded much bloodshed
and many sacrifices. This struggle,
which fills the annals of the 19th-20th
centuries, was the strongest point of
our national movement. From the up-
risings against the Tanzimat reforms
to 1912 we have a whole string of
anti-Ottoman armed mcvements which
followed one another, with *different
extension and intensity, but with
the one aim: to shake off the foreign
yoke and win freedom. It was these
events, in the first place, that prepa-
ved the terrain and opened up the
path for the Proclamation of Inde-
pendence. It can be said with full
assurance that the flag raised in

" Vlora flew over a land whose people

had shed torrents of blood and that
our patriotic and freedom-loving peo-
ple paid very dearly'for their inde-
pendence. Albania’s independence was
the result also of an.intense organi-
zational activity carried out during the
period of National Renaissance. It is
known that there can be no proper
liberation movement of a national
character without adequate organi-
zation, without creation of the neces-
sary political and military organisms
to carry it through to victory in all
aspects. These were the traditional
assemblies with regional and inter-
-regional extension of the thirties and
seventies of the 9th century, which
were raised to a higher degree and
assumed an all-Albanian extension
and character with the League  of
Prizren, the League of Peja at the
end of the 19th century, and later,
on the weve of independence, the na-
tional clubs, secret - committees and
assemblies. Al! these forms of politi-
cal leadership also created their mi-
litary organisms to lead the armed
uprisings.

So, independence was prepared by
the men of our National Renaissance
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in all directions. It found the majority
of the Albanian population, in all
their territories, with an already for-
med political consciousness, aware of
their national duties and rights and
determined to win and defend them
at any price. Independence found Al-
"bania with a broad leadership which
had emerged mainly from among the
strata of the middle and petty bour-
geoisie and the peasantry, and with
a political and organizational expe-
rience gained in the process of a pro-
tracted struggle with the Sublime
Porte, the Great Powers and the Bal-
kan monarchies, Albania had the
possibilities to rise, to organize itself
and advance as an independent state.

Such an event as the proclamation
of the independence of Albania, a
country in which the interests and
aspirations of different states, big or
small, were for a long time clashing
with one another, cannot be limited
only to its international relationships
and the Albanian space. It had Bal-
kan and European, political and diplo-
matic implications.

The independence was proclaimed
in. the extremely complicated interna-
tional and national conditions created
by the Ist Balkan War, when, in
pursuit of the Ottoman troops, the
armies of the neighbouring monar-
chies had occupied a good part of
Albanian territories which they sought
to annex according to plans worked
out long before. However, the Great
Powers intervened in the reg_ulation of
the Balkans and Albania and, as is
known, organized the London Confe-
rence of Ambassadors for this purpose.

A great deal has been spoken and
written about both the 1st Balkan
War and its character and conse-
quences for Albania and the London
Conference and its verdict. Our histo-
riography has convincing and broadly
documented opinions of the unjust
character of the annexionist aims and
anti-Albanian actions of the Balkan
allies, as well as the decisions taken
by the Great Powers in London on

the partitioning of the Albanian terri-
tories and putting almost half of them
under the Serb-Montenegrin and, then,

Greek yoke. ’
Allow us on this occasion to dwell
in brief on some questions.

The great anti-Ottoman uprisings of
the years 1910-1912, which were the
continuation of the former ones, had
shaken the rule of the Sublime Porte in
Albania to its foundations, engaged con-
siderable Ottoman military forces and
means, sown the seed of disintegra-
tion in the ranks of the enemy ar-
my and encouraged the revolt in
other zones of the Ottoman Empire.
From this aspect, the war of the

Balkan Alliance against Turkey was |

to a certain extent, as it was correct-
ly stated in the memorandum of
the Vlora Government addressed to
the London Conference, «.the con-
tinuation of the recent Albanian upri-
sings» and their successes were the
fruit of the liberation war of the
Albanian people.?

The alliance of Serbia, Bulgaria,

Montenegro and Greece against Tur--

key, which was formed in 1912, when
the general anti-Ottoman uprising had
swept the whotle of Albania, had in
the Albanians their partners and
natural allies, while on the other
hand, the Albanian people ought to
have found in the Balkan alliance
a powerful support in their struggle
for national liberation. And, in fact,
one of the first and more impor-
tant objéctives which the leaders of
the Albanian National Movement set
themselves in the beginning of the
20th century was the establishment
of relations of collaboration with the
neighbouring countries in the struggle
for the liquidation of the Ottoman
rule in the Balkans, The Albanians,
a small people, which unlike the other
Balkan countries, had not yet even
their state, were interested in this
collaboration. in the first place. Hen-
ce, it is natural that the Albanian
leaders, Ismail Qemali, Hasan Pri-
shtina, Isa Boletini and others, before
the outbreak of the Balkan War, tried
to form a militarv alliance with the
neighbouring countries. Ismail Qemall
had more than once emphasized the
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need for this collaboration in the
beginning of this century. In 1900 he
said that «the Albanians must live

in peace with all their neighbours
and collaborate with them when
they have good intentions towards

Albania (Little Albania, No. 19, Octo-
ber 15, 1900). Steps were taken in

-this direction with Montenegro, Ser-

bia and Bulgaria.
footsteps of Abdyl Frashéri, Ismail
Qemali gave great importance to
collaboration with the Greeks with
whom the Albanians were linked by
common interests. All these attempts,
however, met with the unsurmoun-
table wall of chauvinism of the
neighbouring monarchies. So, the Al-
banian people were placed before a
tragic alternative: either with Turke:
and suffer its fate, or with the Bal-
kan allies and dig the grave for Al-
bania. A correct stand lay on a pru-
dent and well-weighed assessment of
all the factors operating at those
moments, an assessment which cal-
led for a broad vision of the per-
spective so as to be prepared to cops
with the eventual results of the war.
In these very difficult and con-
tradictory conditions the political cir-
cles of the countiry deemed that the
most realistic solution possible was (o
follow the course of the League of
Prizren and the road which Sami
Frashéri had clearly advocated in
the end of the 19th century and
which was dictated by the whole de-
velopment of the national movement:
to take to arms «not 1o strengthen
the rule of Turkey in the Balkans-.
not as allies of the Sublime Porte,
but «in order to defend the territo-

Following in the

rial integrity and liberty of Alba-
nia.> And so was done.

The mass desertion of the Alba-
nians recruited into the Ottoman

army, in order to defend their Heo-
meland from the expansion of the
neighbouring states, had grave con-
sequences for this army and made
the triumphant march of the Balkan
allies easier. On the other hand,
however, the armed conflict of the
Albanian volunteer detachments with
them became inevitable. Provoked by

the chauvinists of the Balkan Allian-
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" of the stronger,
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ce, this conflict brought disaster to
both sides, but more especially to
the Albanians, if- account is taken
of the fact that the occupation of
their territories was accompanied with
massacres, deportations -and mass po-
pulation expulsions.

Some months after the Proclama-
tion of Independence a new and
greater disaster — the partition of
Albania by decision of the Great
Powers, was added to the hemorrage
imposed on our people, The impe-
rialist policy of the Great Powers
which disregarded and trampled un-
derfoot the rights of the small peo-
ples was not something specific for
Albanja. Their egoism made itself
felt to a greater or lesser extent
also in their stand towards other
Balkan peoples. In the case of Al-
their decision on
partitioning its national territories
caused our country a national ca-
tastrophe. On the Albanian question,
both European imperialism and Bal-
kan chauvinism united in their com-
mon and contradictory interests. As a
result, unlike the other countries, its
territories went on shrinking through
annexations by its neighbours not
only in 1913, but also before and
afler this date.

«The Albanians knew how to win
their freedom with weapons, but unfor-
tunately they lost it through diplo-
macy...»3, wrote Liri e Shqipérisé
some days after the proclamation of
independence. The observation is
right, but it does not tell the whole
truth. «The road of our people» says
Comrade Enver Hoxha, «was not an
easy road, the road of cunning and
subservience, of subjection to and fear
but the road of
struggle with their savage enemies,
internal and external, open and dis-
guised..»4 The arnti-Ottoman uprisings

were suppressed one after the other,

not only because the struggle was
too unequal, but also because the
insurgents were given deceptive pro-
mises and subjected to the whole
arsenal of the cunning diplomacy of
the Sublime Porte and the other
states interested in the Albanian

" question. Years had to go by until

. Provisional

the leaders of the anti-Ottoman re-
sistance were able to clearly see what
lay behind the facade, The League
of Prizren was the first to produce
from its midst a capable leadership
which tried to find its way, although
without success, in the labyrinths of
Ottoman, Balkan and European diplo-
macy. Among the personalities of our
national movement, who prepared the
independence, stands out Ismail Qe-
mali, with his experience of state
affairs and his many links with
foreign politicians and diplomats. He
established contacts with the chan-
celleries of the Great Powers and
used all opportunitigs to present the
Albanian viewpoint, to put out feelers,
to convince his partners to back up
the cause of Albania, also, by exploi-
ting the contradictions between them.
His activity became more intensive in
November 1912, on the eve of the
proclamation of independence and
afterwards, as the chairman of the
Government. He fought
for Albania to be not an object, but
a subject of international law, and
for creating conditions as favourable
for it as. possible on the international
arena. But, as is known, imperialist
diplomacy can never proceed from
principles of justice, but only from
the interests of the stronger. And in
1913 Albania was the victim of these
interests. The head of the London
Conference, the minister of foreign
affairs of Great Britain, L. Grey,
declared in August 1913 that the
solution of the problem of Albania’s
borders «.. on many points will give
rise to a great deal of criticism on

. the part of everyone who knows the

country...» and justified this by pre-
senting it as a necessary sacrifice on
the altar of European peace, Actually
everything was done to gain time in
order to be better prepared for the
world conflict that would break out
a year later.h

* *

With the proclamation of inde-
pendence a new and extremely diffi-
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cult battle began, that of the orga-
nization of the Albanian state. On
this road the government had to cope
with colossal obstacles which stem-
med, in the first place, from the
continuatirn of the profoundly hostile
policy of the imperialist Great Po-
wers and the neighbouring monar-
chies towards independent Albania,
too. Realization of the historic act of
Viora within Albania’s internationally
recognized borders called for the
union of the Homeland under the
authority of the national  govern-
ment, the setting up of the state
administration and the implementa-
tion of an inner and foreign policy,
which would ensure the development
and advance of the country.

With the departure of foreign troops
from Central and Northern Albania,
the government extended its authority
to these zones. Its mission, however,
could not be carried out through to
the end, not only because, under
various pretexts, Greek troops did not
leave the southern part of the coun-
try, while the Serbs continued to
occupy a strip of land inside Albania’s
borders which they called a «stra-
tegic zone», justifying themselves with
the necessity of defence against a
threat which allegedly came to them
from Albania. The struggle for the
territorial integrity of the Albanian
state went on for whole years on
end until it was definitively solved
in 1920, yet not without new en-
croachments upon Albanian territory.

The Vlora government remained in
power a little more than .one year,
but within this time, despite the class
limitations that characterized it, it
distinguished itself especially for its
democratism and patriotism. It emer-
ged ag a land-ownning-bourgeois go-
vernment, whose members had been
activists of the national movement.
However, when, with the beginning
of independent life, a number of pro-
blems of the organization of inner sta-
te and social life called for solution,
the democratic wing, which was sup-
ported by broad patriots’ circles, and
the reactionary wing, which was bac-
ked up especially by the particularist.
big landowners, emerged and beca-
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me ever more active both within
and without the government. To the
head and progressive members of the
government goes the credit that they
set it along democratic lines, imposing
themselves both in the internal and
external policy. This explains the
measures taken by the government in
the fields of administration, economy
and culture, as well as in its last
phase, its actions directed against
the big landowners and, in general,
the more pronounced leftovers of
feudalism. Actions of this kind called
not only for conviction, but also
for courage to face up to landowning
reaction which would soon backlash,
as it eventually did.

In regard to international relations,
independent Albania suffered more or
less the same fate as the other Bal-
kan countries which the Great Powers
put under their «protection», or con-
trol. This «protection» or control
which were publicized as expressions
of the eagerness of the Great Powers
to defend the smaller countries and
assist them was in reality only a
new form for them to interfere more
easily in the internal affairs of these
countries, The Great Powers were not
protecting them, but only their im-
perialist interests.

Independent Albania was saddled
with the International Control Com-
mission which, on the one hand, re-
presented the will of European im-
perialism to submit the country to
the collective plunder of the Great
Powers, and, on the other, represen-
ted their contradictions, which, pro-
jected on the Albanian reality, could
only hamper and sabotage the acti-
vity of the Vlora Government.

Ismail Qemali did everything in
his power to cope with this foreign
control and the constant pressure of the
Great Powers, and defend the sove-

reignty of the Albanian state. With .

a high feeling of responsibility for
the fate of his country, but also as
an outstanding diplomat, he manoeu-
vred skillfully and followed a policy

which was for the good of- his
country.
However, despite the democratism

and patriotism that characterized the

Vlera Government, it could not face
up to the end to the interference of
the Great Powers with which the
reactionary landlords had made com-
mon cause. Without detracting from
the great patriotic merits of the go-
vernment and its head, Ismail Qe-
mali, resistance to the dangers that
threatened the country from within

and without called, as Comrade
Enver Hoxha has pointed out, for
establishing close links with the

masses of the people, in the first

‘place, and powerful and concrete re-

liance on these masses, in order to
strengthen political, organizational and
military power and independence.?

The fall of the Vlora Government
and the ascending of the Albanian
throne by the foreign German Prince
Wied marked a deepening of impe-
rialist interference in the
affairs of Albania. Here the Great
Powers operated in the same direction
as they did in some other Balkan
countries, but the Albanian experi-
ment, as is known, was a complete
failure. It failed not because a Chris-
tian. King was imposed to a mostly
Moslem population, although this fact
was not without importance for Al-
bania at that time, but mainly because
Prince Wied was a foreigner, a tool
in the hands of the Great Powers
and his regime was profoundly anti-
-popular. Now, however, the Albanian
peasantry would rise against imperia-
list ccntrol and the Wied regime, esta-
blish its state power and seize the
fate of the country into its hands. It
closed the first period of independence
with an act of collective heroism in
the struggle against a new Serb in-
vasion.

The new invasions on the eve and
fate of the country into its hands. It
to naught, although only for the time
being, the first results of the free life
achieved with so much toil and so
many sacrifices.

One of the fundamental tasks the
Balkan peoples were confronted with,

internal -
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said V.I, Lenin in the time of the Ist
Balkan War, was the creation of
united national states, Creation of a
united national state was also the
main aim of the Albanian National
Movement right from its inception.
Conceived since the thirties of the
19th century in its still not clearly
defined form as a separation of the
Albanian regions from the rest of the
Ottoman Empire to be administered
by their own people, the idea of the
territorial extension of the Albanian
state was developed and completed
with the expansion of the movement
and the perfection of its political pro-
gram. It found its fullest expression
in the Albanian League of Prizren and
then in the demand for the union of
the four vilayets — Shkodra, Kosova,
Manastir and Janina, with a majority
of Albanian population, into one au-
tonomous vilayet, province or inde-
pendent national state.

With the proclamation of indepe-
ndence, the Albanian state, as it was
conceived by the men of our National
Renaissance and the Vlora Assembly,
in which the Albanian territories
occupied by the Balkan armies were
also represented, had to include all
the limbs of the nation to achieve the
fundamental demand of national uni-
ty which coincided with the principle
of nationality. But, as seen above,
the Great Powers and Balkan mo-
narchies did not allow this legitimate
aspiration of the Albanian people te
be realized. They recognized the Al-
banian state onlv on half of the Al-
banian-inhabited territory in  the
western part of the Peninsula. The
partition. of 1913 caused the Albanian

people a_ grave tpuma. Documents
of the time show the Albaniang’
profound spiritual eommotion and

their general non-acceptance of this
great injustice the imperialists had
done 10 their country. Insult was
added to injury as, without mentio-
ning the distant past, the Albanians
had risen in successive uprisings
against the Ottoman yoke in the last
years and had shed torrents of blood
in various battlefields, suffered wi-
despread destruction by the enemy
armies and made -a valuable contri-



ALBANIA TODAY

bution to the expulsion of Turkey
from the Balkans. Partition disre-
garded history, justice and the prin-
ciple of nationality. This explains
the powerful reaction not only of
the "Vlora Government, but also the
broad masses of the people. And

although many problems of indepen-

dent ‘Albania remained unsolved, de-
mands ‘came from below for the

union of all Albanian-inhabited re-

gions in the independent Albanian
state. The task was too difficult, if
account is taken of the internal and
international conditions of the coun-
try.

The struggle for its realization con-
.fronted the Albanians with many and
p_owez_'ful enemies, such as the Great
Powers, which would not allow their
-decisions to be violated, and the
neighbouring monarchies, which would
not accept to let éo the Albanian re-
gions with a fertile soil and a rich
sub\aoil, onn which they had establi-
shed their rule. The demand for the
recognition of the natural rights of
the Albanian people would also come
up against a negative opinion about
the Albanians, which was created by
the press of the chauvinist neighbou-
ring countries, as well as a pseudo-
-scientific literature lavishly financed
by. interested circles, which became
more virulent and more aggressive
with the proclamation of independen-
ce, They represented the Albanians
as savage tribes, a people without
history and divided, as they were,
into three different religions, without

a national consciousness, as tribes
which «for humanitarian reasons»
should be included in .-the <«more

advanced» neighbouring states in or-

‘der to «make progress» and «beco-
me civilized».

In the summer 1913 the delegation
of the Vlora Government to London,
during the proceedings of the Con-
ference of Ambassadors, and Ismail
Qemali, Isa Boletini, Luigj Gurakuqi
and othors did evervthing in their
power to convince the chancelleries
of the Great Powers about the injus-

“from their narrow

_tice they had done to the Albanian
people and demand the annulment of

the decisions taken to their detri-
ment. However, as was said above,
the imperialist Great Powers not
only disregarded the just Albanian
demands, hut, proceeding, as always,
imperialist inte-
rests, allowed the further encroache-
ment of the Albanian territory and

“the brutal violation of the sovereignty

of the independent Albanian state.
In these desparate circumstances,
the masses of the:people of the re-
gions that came under Serb and
Montenegrin rule followed the tra-
ditional road of armed struggle. The
challenge was too bold, too dramatic
and Involving too many sacrifices,
but it was a heroic challenge which.
despite very dark and uncertain
prospects, had to be taken up, be it
only to show the world the unitv of
the Albanian nation and to reject all
the inventions fabricated against
them. It was not the first time that
the Albanians stood up against po-
werful enemies. Throughout their his-
tory they had to fight agaist the rule
of empires. The nearest experience
was that of the Albanian League of
Prizren, which compelled the Great
Powers to revise several times the
unjust decisions they had taken
against Albania. At that time Luigj
Gurakuqi wrote, «The roar of wea-
pons reaches more quickly to the
ears of Europe. We must use them
whenever we think that Europe ma-
kes a deaf ear so that it listens to
our voice which will never cease cal-
ling for justice.»®

The armed movement for libera-
tion and wunion of all Albanian
territories in the independent Alba-
nian state, which started with the
September 1913 uprising, went on,
even after it as suppressed, through-
out 1914 and assumed broad exten-
sion and particular strength after the
First World War in Kosova, until it
was suppressed there, too, by Yugos-
lav troops.
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This movement which wenton for
whole years on end was evidence of
the fact that the national ‘community
was an undeniable reality for the Alba-
nian people, and that the feeling of
national identity had struck deep
roots in their consciousness,

The; proclamation of independence
was a salutary and far-reaching act
with important consequences for the
future of the country. November 28
went deep into the consciousness and
memory of the people and stood there
like an inextinguishable beacon to
illuminate their road to the future. It
turned into powerful moral support,
a source of strength which mobilized
and ‘encouraged the Albanians in the
darkest hours of their existence, du-
ring the foreign occupations which
our country would suffer later. The
Albanian people made November 28
their National Day. .The Day of the
Flag became not only the day of free-
dom, but_ also the day of unity, an
expression of the determination of
the Albanian people to_defend their
independence or win- it back. It was
not accidental that the people’s demo-
cratic government, chaired by Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, entered triump-
hantly into liberated Tirana on No-
vember 28, 1944. As the deed of the
Albanians themselves, the act of Vio-
ra, just.as all major events, enriched
the history of their finest traditions
and became an object of legitimate
national pride for the later genera-
tions. :

The proclamation of independence
had important repercussions in the
international arena, too. «.. Had
the Albanians not fought with that
valour,» Comrade Enver Hoxha points
out, «and had not that deed been
performed in those hard times when
the imperialist beasts were preparing
the shambles of the First World War,
the attainment of Albania’s _indepe-
ndence would have been more difficult
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and, perhaps, greater tragedies would
have descended on our Homeland.9
The deed of November 2% took place
at a crucial historical moment, when
the Balkan allies, backed up by some
Great Powers, by liquidating. the
Ottoman rule in the Balkans, had
put in jeopardy the very existence of
Albania. With this deed, the Alba-
nian National Movement put Europe
and ‘the Balkan Alliance «before an
accomplished fact», as Ismail Qemali
said, definitively separated Albania
“from the Ottoman Empire and pro-
claimed its neutrality ir the Balkan
conflict. Although they did not re-
cognize the Vlora Government as a
national state, tRe Great Powers
could not fully ignore the events that
were taking place in Albania. The
Albanian independence” and state
were present in the proceedings of
the London Conference of Ambassa-
dors, although not formally and not
directly, but as a reality which served
the Great' Powers, especially Vienna
and Rome, the more interested in the
Albanian question to sanction them.
Later the deed of Vlora and recogni-
tion of independence gave the Alba-
nian people a powerful argument to
defend their rights on the internatio-
nal arena, whenever they were vio-
lated.

However, the independence proclai-
med on November 28, 1912 at Vlora,
despite its great merits before history,
was neither complete nor secure. The
Albanian state was born in a zone
in which imperialist and chauvinist
" expansion was on the. order of the
day. Little Albania continued to be
the main victim of these tendencies
also in later years, wifh the foreign
occupations during the First World
War and later, with the transforma-
tion of Albania into a semicolony of
Ttaly and, afterwards, with the fas-
cist and nazi occupation of the coun-
try, with. the threat posed to its
independence through the attempts of
the Anglo-American imperialists and
other enemies after Liberation. Hence,
the. struggle for ensuring and defen-
ding the country’s independence has

been a constant concern. also in Al-
bania’s history after 1912.

Our progressive ideologists gave the
idea of independence a definite socio-
-economic content and linked it tlose-
ly with the democratic development
of the country. Conceived in this man-
ner, independence assumed greater
stability, because, based on a demo-
cratic order, it could more successfully
cope ‘with internal and external
threats.

The consistence of independence is

conditioned by the classes which
support and defend it. The example
of Albania in this direction is signi-
ficant. The Vlora Government and
the governments that emerged from
the Lushnja Congress and the June
Revolution represented the democratic
wing of the national bourgeoisie and
the broad masses of peasants, crafts-
men and workers which were out-
standing for their patriotism. This pa-
triotism found its expression also in
the policies pursued by the respective
governments in the defence of the

‘supreme national interests, the inde-

pendence and sovereignty of the Al-
banian state. On the other hand, the
Zogite governments of the twenties
and thirties, which represented the
most - reactionary strata of Albanian
society, with their anti-national and
anti-popular policies, put the inde-
pendence of the country in. jeopardy
and created the conditions for its
liquidation.

The people’s state power which was.

set up during the National Libera-
tion War led by the Party and the
governments, that were formed du-
ring the war and after Liberation,
gave the socio-political development
of the country a new direction. The
communists, the working class and
the peasantry took the question of
freedom and independence of the
country into their hands. With the
liberation of the country, the esta-
blishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the socialist construc-
tion Albania’s independence ensured a
support more powerful than ever
and assumed new content and di-
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mensions. It was complete, sure, sta-
ble and capable of coping successfully
with the dangers that threatened it,
because the Albanian socialist state,
which expressed the interests and as-
pirations of the broad working mas-
ses of the country, has followed and
continues to follow with determina-
tion and consistency the policy of
the defence and consolidation of the
independence of the country.

The freedom and -independence of
socialist Albania are historic achie-
vements. Their defence and inviola-
bility are primary tasks for every
Albanian citizen. They are an indis-
pensable condition for the successful
construction of socialism in our
country.

Socialist Albania guards as a va-
luable treasury the memory of those
great events and those patriots who
have in all times cut with the sword
their way through history and illu-
minated with the beacon of culture
the centuries-long darkness, opening
up new paths towards freedom and
progress. Present-day history cannot
be understood without knowing the
history of the past and the socialist
achievements, the foil and efforts of
former generations, and the rich mo-
ral legacy they created with their
lofty virtues of patriotism and bound-
less love for freedom and independen-
ce. Comrade Ramiz Alia has said,
«The heroic past of our people, their
struggles for freedom and indepe-
ndence are a major source of inspira-
tion for the present, too, for the con-
struction of socialism and the defence
of the Homeland.»!0
.The events of Albanian indepe-
ndence bring along a rich experience,
a message and a lesson: independence
is not won without struggle and it
must be guarded as the apple of the
eye.

Keeping them in the centre of its
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attention, our historiography will help
discover the deeper roots of the
present and link the present with the
future. Better knowledge of the pro-
blems of independence is not merely
an enrichment of historical sciences,
but it also has instructive and edu-
cational value for raising the new so-
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cialist national self-awareness to0 a
higher degree, because the concerns of
the past merge with those of the
present, hence, these problems are
always there. ]

Celebrating the 75th anniversary of
the Proclamation of independence we
bow with respect and gratitude to
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the glorious deed of our forefathers.
Our historiography feels still in debt
to our people — the creators of na-
tional history. Our historians will pay
this debt through constant and per-
sistent work in order to bring out
better the great vatue of our thousand
year long history,

7 Atdheu, September 15, 1913.

8 Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 24, p. 15.

9 The Albanian League of Prizren —
a Brilliant Page of Our History
Written in Blood, Tirana 1978, p. 31.



THE ALBANIAN NATION,
AND THE PEOPLE’S REV(

Independence is a valuable achievement for all peoples and all nations.
To those who have won it with so many efforts, with so much suffering
and so many sacrifices, like the Albanian people, it represents the funda-
mental condition and basis for their very existence and advance. How-
ever, the independence of every country has no less international import-
ance, either. As.only free individuals can be creators and defenders of a
free society, so only free ana independent nations can create an interna-

tional democratic community,
contribute to the defence and

WHEN, IN . THAT UNFORGETTABLE "NOVEMBER 1941, THE COM-
MUNIST PARTY WAS FORMED, THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE WERE FACED
WITH ALMOST THE SAME POLITICAL PROBLEMS THE ALBANIAN
NATIONAL MOVEMENT HAD TO SOLVE IN THE BEGINNING OF THE
CENTURY. THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 1912 WERE BROUGHT TO
NAUGHT. ALBANIA WAS OCCUPIED AGAIN BY FOREIGNERS, BE-
TRAYED BY ITS LEADERS AND ABANDONED BY ALL AND EVERYBODY.
THE ITALIAN OCCUPATION HAD ELIMINATED NOT ONLY THE FRE-
EDOM AND POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE OF THE COUNTRY, BUT WAS
ALSO GRAVELY AFFECTING ITS ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOP-
MENT. WITH CLEARLY EVIDENT AIMS OF COLONIZATICN AND ASSI-
MILATION IT WAS EXERCISING GREAT PRESSURE ON NATIONAL
TRADITIONS AND WAY OF LIVING, AND THE WHOLE NATIONAL
PSYCHOLOGY. ALL FORMER INTERNATIONAL LINKS WERE SEVERED
AND THE COUNTRY WAS REDUCED TO ALMOST COMPLETE ISOLATION.

At that time, Italian occupation
was very recent, it had just entered
its second year. No comparison could
be made with the centuries-long
Ottoman occupation. However, it was
far more” dangerous and fraught with
farther-reaching consequences than
that of the Sultans. These demanded
from their rayas only tributes and
soldiers, while Romé was bent on
finding a new «living space» to
export the millions of the jobless
who 'were being created by capita-
lism on a large scale. Albania was
under the threat of disappearing not
only as a state, but also as a -naticn.

A great evil was that the new
occupation revived in a' certain stra-
tum of society old mentalities and psy-
chologies of fatalism and submissi-

Prof. SOFOKLI LAZRI -~ Director of
the Institute of International Studies.

veness cultivated by. the Ottoman
occupation during the five centuries
of its rule, although largely weake-
ned by the short period of national
independence. Those who had «nei-
ther . religion nor homeland», as the
men of our National Renaissance
said, but only landholdings and pri-
vileges, grew active- again. These
were people for whom Albania was
too small to enable them to enrich
themselves, so they wanted imperial
space to win morney and make a
career. These were the people who
later became the ideologists and ba-
sic -cadres of Balli Kombétar, those
who worked out and defended the
platform of national betrayal. Those
who had turned the old slogan «You
can do nothing against the Sultan»
into the new variant «You can do
nothing against Ttaly», began raising

only in freedom and independence can they
advance of mankind

their voices.

In the meanwhile the political
cards in the Balkans were badly
mixed up. Problems of territories,
borders, minorities and others began
to be raised again as in the time
of the Eastern crisis. While torrents
of people’s blood began to flow on
land, black clouds gathered in the
skies of Europe as in the time of
the Conferences of Berlin.and Ver-
sailles, the Balkan Alliances and the
London Conference of Ambassadors.

It was clear, especially after the
Soviet Union had entered the war,
that the Axis Powers would be de-
feated, but this would not yet mean
for Albania that it would automati-
cally win its freedom and indepen-
dence and return to its pre-war bor-
ders. Our neighbours, through their
royal governments in exile in Lon-
don which were formally recognized
and supported by the Anglo-Ameri-
cans, had already started moving and
making agreements about the _parti-
tion of Albania among themselves
after the war. The Anglo-Soviet-Ame-
rican Coalition, which would decide
the fate of the development of the
war against ,the Axis Powers and
play a decisive role in the regu-
lation of the world after the war,
was  riddled with contradictions
which stemmed from utterly diffe-
rent ideologies and policies. Positive
was the fact that at that time the Soviet
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Union represented some kind of
guarantee and tried to check the
expansionist plans of the Eurépean
Great Powers and to defend as much
as possible the rights of the smaller

countries. Lenin’s denunciation of the ..

predatory treaties of the Great Po-
wers and their secret diplomacy added
to the trust in the Soviet stand.
However, there .lways remained
reasons for concern. Apart from their
voices, no other voice was heard in
the decisions of the three Allied Great

- Powers about the war and the future

of peoples. Hence, compromises and
concessions. that might affect the inte-
rests of this or that country could not
be excluded. Only in the end of 1942,
three vears after the Italian occupation
of Albania, the Allied Powers declared
that they wanted its independence
restored after the war. This was a
positive act of no minor importance.
However, the fact had to be taken
into account that this recognition
not only came very. late, but also
was. an act which stemmed from
their general strategy which was
aimed at raising all the enslaved
nations of Europe in the struggle
against fascism. Apart from this, in
this declaration there were some reser-
vations about Albania’s borders on the
part of the Anglo-Americans. which
were ominous, because they presup-
posed that these borders could be
revised after the war. In the agree-
ment of the Allied Powers about the
regulation of Europe. Albania’s name
is met with very seldom, as though
it had not been an independent and
sovereign state like all the others.
as though it was not fighting. as
the others did, against the common
enemy, fascism. Also, when the Uni-
ted Nations Organization was foun-
ded. Albania was not invited to take
part in its proceedings as a founding
state, indeed it was not even admitted
as a member for a long time. Alba-
nia had {o wait for fhe conference
of the Peace Treaty with Haly 1o see ifs
name among the victorious states.
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However, cven at that conference, its
neighbours tried to create an Alba-
nian question, and to impose the

discussion of Albania's borders on
the conference, which went beyond
its tasks and competences.

If they could do nothing to Al-

bania, this was because by that time
things were "not as they were at the
time of the London Conference of
Ambassadors. Albania now came {o
the conference with its great war,
its complete independence and so-
. vereignty, and an internal and exter-
nal situation which nodody could
change anyv more.

These international relationships
with the foreign world made the
internal situatiom-in the days of the
formation of the Party even more
turbulent and complicated. Not on-
ly those: who had sold themselves
out to the enemy. but also the haf-
-traitors, turncoats and cowards, and
the snobs and cosmopolitans found
great opportunities in- this situation
and capitalized an it, some to justi-
fy the fascist occupation. and some
to find new bosses, after the fascist
defeat. The question of what would
be done with Albania, and the Al-
banian state and nation was posed
again, in a more dramatic manner
than before.

Albania had never been lacking
in patriots. brave and clear-minded
men, not even «in turbulent and
dark vears». These were the men
who created the Communist Party
at a time when the internal and
external political horizon ‘of Albania
was extremelv dark. Thev were réady.
as they would later prove, *o sacri-
fice evervthing. themselves and their
families. their houses and properties,
only for Albania to be free, only
for their ideal to triumph. However,
sacrifices were not enough. The ques-
tion was what the war had to be
started from., what program had to
be worked out. and what course had
to be taken to achicvo the libera-
tion of the country. its f{reedom and

independence. Experience and an
historical tradition were great things,
but they could neither be copied or
repeated in a mechanical  manner.
However, the new Albanian libera-
tion movement, led by the Commu-
nist Party, found ,in  the National
Renaissance a great source of ideas
and  experience. <«We communists
would rely strongly -on the right
patriotic and militant traditions of
our people,» Comrade Enver Hoxha
has written in his war memoirs,
This stand did not stem from any
romantic feeling about past history,
or from the lack of a timely politi-
cal program. It stemmed, first of all,
from the fact that in many its
aspects, indeed the fundamental ones,
the new movement was a continua-
tion of the strugsle, of coursz in new
conditions and at a higher level. for
the achievement of the unfulfilled
ideals of liberation and indepentien-
ce, national and cultural emancipa-
tion, national sovereignty, etc. -
On the other hand, the Albar_lian
national movement of the last cen-

tury and the beginning of this cen-

tury had gained a twealth of militant
experience and, above all, ecultivated
prafound and unconquetable freedom-
-loving and patriotic feelings. Not
to take this into account meant to
distance vyourself from the politicat
reality of the country, to sever your
links with your people. and to cut
off your own roots.

The Albanians had won their
freedom and independence with muéh
bloodshed and many sacrifices. For
centuries on end, when the other peo-
ples of the European continent tilled
their iand and developed their crafts,
the Albanians had to struggle for
survival. They were -called savages
because they wanted to be free, and
they were called men with tails
because they did not accept submis-
sion. To these people freedom and
independence were nnt mere desires,
mere aspirations. hopes or dreams,
but the axis round which their life




20 e 1 (98), 1988

had * revolved during the centuries,
and the base on which their -politi-
cal thinking, their social psychology
and their national culture Were built.

I did not bring you your freedom,
I found it amongst you, savs Ska-
nderbeg to the peopie of Kruja and
the whole of Albania, accovding to
Fan Noli’s description. Our great wri-
ter and poet .could not find better
support . than on Barleti’s work and
a more generalizing symbol than in
George Kastrioti and his history in
order. to express this realitv and
philosophy.

I do not think that there exists
more political clarity, a deeper felt
love of independence, and a more
ardent patriotic pathos than in the
songs the Lab people of Vlora sang
to Ismail Qemali and his work. They
did not rise with one leap to this
high degree of poetical conception
and political synthesis. This could
not take.place within the few months
during which Ismail Qemali staved
in Albania, nor could it be the
result of the
the Balkan Wars, nor could it be
the outburst of a spontaneous inspira-
tion. This high degree of political

self-awareness, national consciousness -

and clarity in the demands of common
men and women was not only the
result and expression of a medita-
tion which went on for centuries
about their wars, their defeats and
victories, but also the product of the
profound confidence created by the
new century in the liberation and
progress of nations. .

The idea of national independence
as the starting-point and basis of
the ‘economie, social and cultural

development of the Homeland. which
lies at the foundation of the politi-
cal program of the men of our
National Renaissance and their prac-
tical activity, represents one of their
more outstanding achievements. It is
evidence of their keenness of mind
and their great capacitv to turn the
aspirations of their veople into a
nolitical philosophv and a major driv-
ing force of the liberation struggle.
Also, thev used the idea of unitv,
which had been ardently cgonserved
in the consciousness of {he people.
as an invaluable political legacy and

upheavals caused by .

one of their main means to achieve
the fulfilment of the destinies of the
nation. This reality represented a
powerful basis on which the Com-
munist Party of Albania relied in its

“{ime for the formation of the Natio-

nal Liberation Front. It knew well
thal the Albanian people had always

struggled to be united and compact’
smaller in

in their ranks. Being
number and poorer than their
enemies, they saw in their unity the
only force” and the only means. ta
win and . survive.

This ‘was an historical imperative
which made the progressive people
of our country put nothing above
the unity of the people, either reli-
gion or idea, or family and kinship
ties, or titles and grades. This greaf
inspiration made them sacrifice their
property and belongings, and their

personal career and prospects for the

national cause.

A great success of their political
and cultural struggle was that, in
their stands, they never identified
religion with nation, which was a
dominant concept, especially in the
Balkans and. in general, in Eastern re-
gions. In this field, and in the treat-
ment of the national question, in
general, we can say without fear of
exaggerating that the ideologists of
our National Renaissance were the
most progressive men of their time.
Tuie correct solution of this extreme-
lv delicate problem, that is, the
relationship between nation and reli-
gion, was a decisive factor for
overcoming divisions and establishing
unity among the people. Above all,
this stand deprived foreigners from
many opportunities and many argu-
ments which they had so often used to
interfere in Albania and to set their
territorial claims to it.

Beginning from the time of the
National Renaissance. the stand
towards the unity of the people

became practicallv a demarcation line
which divided the patriots from the
renegades, the men of principle from
the opportunists, and the militants
from the passivists.

To the ideologists of the former
Albanian . National Movement - unity
meant unily for the one political
aim and objective, suech as the
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achievement of freedom and natio-
nal independence meant a military
force, the union of all human, mate-

rial and intellectual energies for
their achievement, and meant, fi-
nally, the fundamental condition for

their defence.

They saw unity also as a factor
of general national emancipation, a
possibility for a beiter and more
forceful’ expression of -the peculiar
and original identity of the Albanian
people, and a driving force towards
progress and civilization.

The movement for unity
the same time a powerful cultural
movement for merging of .regional
cultures and borrowings from outside,
for rejecting wuseless and harmful
foreign elements and turning to the
common national elements of the
whole people.

Putting the stress on this factor
and the struggle for its realization
were considered by the ideologists of
our National Movement not only as
one of the indispensable conditions
for the union of the nation, but also as
one of the foundation on which the fu-
ture national state would be built.

They understood full well that,
divided and split not onlv from the
political but also the religious and
cultural stand-point, it would bhe
very Jdifficult for them to get them-
selves recognized and accepted by
the international community.

This platform which put the unity
of the people in ‘its fcentre and was
transformed into a general political
mentality was one of the reasons
that in the following years Albania
never became a breeding ground for .
the creation and functioning of poli-

was at

tical parties according -to European
practice. -

However, the men of our Na-
tional Renaissance, who could not

rise above the time
lived and the ideological trends
which existed in théir time, had a
somewhat idealized view of the uni-
tv of the people. They thought that
the national ideal and general patriotic
feelings were enough to keeo the people
united, and to cement their unity.
The Albanian communists took a
qualifative step forward in the treat-
ment of this problem. As a great

in which they
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Marxist-Leninist endowed with a
profound knowledge of history, Enver
Hoxha saw that the concepts of
the men of our National Renaissance
were too narrow. The national idea
alone was. insufficient to achieve the
true national unity of the people, to
make it permanent and, above all,
to transform it into a decisive factor
for freedom and the independence,
progress and civilization of the coun-
try. The national idea had necessarily
to be combined with the social ideal,
which socialism was and the people’s

state power had to be set up, which-

would become the expression of the na-
tional and’ social ‘interests of the people.
In Enver Hoxha's political and
ideological conception, the unity of
the people must represent not &
thansient historical moment, valid

only for the stage of the struggle for -

national liberation from 'the occu-
piers, for example, but must be
turned into a permanent political,
ideological and organizational factor,
a factor which would become a ma-
jor obstacle to all enemies, internal
or external, who wanted to wrest
from the people the victories they
had achieved.

The problem of the roads for the
_achlevement of the liberation of the
country at all, times and in all
regions of the world has been a
fundamental strategical and tactical
problem of various  political forces.
It has been. an issue of union and
division, of internal strifes and con-
tradictions. On a whole, the Albani-
an liberation movement, especially at
its decisive moments, took to wea-
pons. Had it not done so in 1878,
1910-1911-1912 or 1920 Albania would
not exist today. Those who were for
concessions, compromises, re;creats,
etc,, eventually landed in the enemy
camp. This happened with the Balli
Kombétar, too, during the Second
World War. Its slogans like «Fascist
Italy and nazi Germany are great
powers and we can do nothing to
them», «why should we get killed
for nothing when the. British and

Americans will liberate our coun-
try?», «We should keep on good
terms with the Germans because

they will get out of our country of
their own accord», etc., did not re-

_ ol the

_ple of

. and

present only the permanent ideology
reactionary forces 1o justify
their submission to foreigners and
their subservience before them. They
also expressed the policy of accep-
tance of and transition from one fo-
reign ruler to the other, the plat-
form of the preservation of privile-
ges and the conservation of profits
made from the sale of the supreme
interests of the Homeland.

The Communist Party kept these
positive and negative historical ex-
periences well in mind. Right from
the first day of its creation, it pro-
claimed the general people’s armed
uprising the only road to liberation.
Was it aware of the sacrifices that
had to be made, the suffering and
destructions
when it issued the «call for this
uprising? It was fully aware of all
this. And the communists were the
first to make sacrifices, to be jailed
and interned to concentration camps.
Their houses were the first to be
burnt and their families to be perse-
cuted, they were the first to get
killed and maimed. The owerwhelm-
ing part of our martyrs were mem-
bers of the Communist Party, its
activists, young communists or peo-
their families. Their ideal
and sacrifices were the detonator
which ignited the great fir:-  of the
people’s uprising. When the Ballists,
in chorus with them, all the
timids, opportunists and career-se-
ekers said that fascism would. be
defeated even without our contri-
bution and. that even without our
struggle the fascists would ieave our
country, many minds were confused.
The more so as the policy of wait-
ing for freedom to be brought Al-
bania by others was upheld not only
by these, but also by the BBC and
The Effort newspaper which the
British planes droppgd from the sky
instead of weapons, it was also sug-
gested by ‘the British officers who
had come to Albania to help the
Albanians fight the common eniemy.

Sure, the Italian fascists and the
German nazis would be defeated both
on the eastern and western front,
and would clear out of the countries
they had enslaved, as they eventually
did. But this was not all and enough

that would be caused °
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for Albania. Driving the foreign occu-
pation troops oul of Albania’s terri-
tory, although a great victcry, did
not yet mean the automatieal achieve-
ment of full freedom and indepen-
dence, :

Had the Albanian people not libera-
fed themselves with their own forces,
had they in the end of the war not
had their own organized army and
already established state power, the
place of the old occupiers would have -
been .taken by new ones. The question
was that the fate of Albania had to
be decided on its territory and not
left to the Great Powers to decide at
their conrerences, even if they were
called conferences of peace or security.
The past history had many times
deluded the Albanians in their hopes
and their trust in the justice and
ethics of post-war international-con-
ferences. o

This was precisély the new strategy
of the -Albanian liberation movement
which was defined by the Communist
Party, and the historical change in the

_content of the war itself and its objec-

tives. From the experience of our
national history Enver Hoxha drew
his original teaching of genius that
for the liberation and independence of
the country to be secured, not only
the armed uprising, but also the sett-
ing up of the people’s state power

‘were necessary.

Practice proved that had the na-
tional liberation movement not come
out with a powerful state power esta-
blished throughout the country after
the driving out of the occupiers, and
with a well-organized army capable of
defending this sfate power to the last,
the intervention of foreign powers,
even militarily, would have been very
probable. The Anglo-American inter-
vention in Greece, a neighbouring
country, fully proved  this.

It -is a generally proved fact that
a turbulent and unstable ~internal
situation invites violent foreign inter-
vention, as well as strong diplomatic
pressure, apart from a world confla-
gration which involves great and
small nations alike. With its triumph,
our people’s revolution made this si-
tuation impossible.

The establishment of a correct ratio
between internal and. external factors,
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a ratio shirting over a broad range,
according to the cnanging iaternatio-
nal situations, nas neeh a very worry-
ing and complex proolem for every
revolutionary or liberation movement,
especiahy in tne smaller countries.

Too many injustices had been done

to Albania for ‘it to be too fruitful

of others about its future. «Whatevex"
the aim of the. European powers,,
sald Ismail Qemali, «the time- has
come for us to work for ourselves.
For notning on earth will Europe
make any sacrifice to assist us.» This
opinion was afso expressed by another
. outstanding champion of our National
Renaissance, Zef Jubani, when he said,
«l do not believe in the disinterested-
ness of foreigners about our good.»

The Albanian people were justified
in  distrusting European post-war
international conterences which, every
time they were convened, chopped
up and partitioned their ancient terri-
Lories. Many a time Albania had to
face up to the united front of the
neighbouring countries and - Great
Powers which rewarded their clients
as, for example, at the time of the
Berlin Congress in 1878, or the Lon-
don Conference of Ambassadors in
1913. It is hard to find another Euro-
pean country going through such a
long period of non-recognition and
non-acceptance by the international
community as Albania did. It has
imposed its own recognition and the
recognition of its state on {he world
rather through making it face up to
the unchangeable reality than through
ensuring its goodwill.

It is true that the Albanians know
how to exploit the contradictions of
the Great Powers in the Balkans and
beyond, but had they -not stood up
arms in hand, nobody knows what
their fate would have been.

The Albanians have never accepted
the concept of the concensus 6f the
Great Powers in maintaining the Eu-
ropean order and their right stem-
ming from this concept to enforce
their decisions on others. In 1878 they
had rather fight «with the Seven
Kings» than accept their dictate.

Ismail Qemali did noi wait for the
decision of the Great Powers to pro-
claim the independence of the coun-
try. By proclaiming Albania an inde-

pendent  state, the Vlera AssemDly
showed them that it had decided
itself on the fate of the country.
Our National Liberation Movement
kept this experience well in mind

and was aware ol the difficulties that:

would arise in regard to tha interna-
tional recognition of the new state
power that would emerge from the
people’s revolution. It took a long
time for many European goverhments
to recognize the new Albanian reality,
although they did a great deal of
talking about the right of seif-deter-
mination of nations, the undeniable
rights of the peoples to chosse their

social system, the principle of non-
-interference in internal affairs, etc.
However, convinced about the Mar-

xist principle of the decisive role of
the internal factor and conscious of
the historical experience of our peo-

ple, the new Albania is very succes-

stully coping with the external op-
position of the imperialist encircle-
ment,

Never has our history been a pro-
blem relegated to the archives. Many
problems that ‘were acute in the rela-
tions of Albania with other countries
in the past continue to be acute to
this day. Some tendencids which were
supposed to have been overcome with
the passage of time are still present
and reappear in a virulent manner.

Under the pretext that they revive
irredentism, nationalism, separatism,
conservatism, etc. the Great-Serbs
wart to outlaw all our national hi-
story,  all our culture, ali our Al-
banian traditions and customs in Ko-
sova.

Certainly, the authors of the anti-
-Albanian campaign in Yugoslavid
know that. However, negation of the
historical and cultural traditions of
the Albanians is neither aberration
nor psychological pressure. It is an
expression of a certain colonialist po-

" licy according to which the «wuncivili-

zed» Albanians have to be «civilized»
by somebody, and the territories in
which the Albanians live today were
historically blank spaces and can be
filled by somebody.

A Byzantine church at Peja or a
legend about Princ Lazar who was
killed by the Turks in the battle of
Kosova field, or some other myth of
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the “same  kind is everything  the
Great-Serbs can oppose to the thou-
sand year-long history of the Alba-
nians, who live and create on their
ancient territories. However, if for
the Serbs Kcsova is a country of
Mediaeval myths created more than
anything else by their romantic natio-
nalist literature of the 19th century,
for the Albanians it is the centre of
their national movement, of the great
anti-Ottoman uprisings which led to
the liberation of the country and the
formation of the first independent
Albanian state. Concrete , historical
realities cannot be altered hy muyths,
nor can they be changed by violence.

The war the chauvinist Serb clan
has declared on the "autonomy of
Kosova, the violence exercised on the
culture and historical traditions of
the Albanians is not only a tragedy
for Kosova, but also a hiktorical
misfortune for the whole of Yugosla-
via. It is a heavy blow at the natio-
nal liberation revolution of the peo-
ples of Yugoslavia and announces- its
entering a period of national and so-
cial conflicts which have cost it so
dearly.

The former Yugoslavia which was
created after the First World - War,
because of the oppressive rule of the
monarchy and the chauvinist policy
of the Serb bourgeoisie, was turned
into a country full of grave social

and national contradictions which
eventually turned it into a jail of
peoples. The Yugoslav communists

wanted to change it into a union of
free and equal peoples. To the policy
of hatred of the Serb rulers they
opposed the socialist ideal, the equa-
lity of nations, the elimination of all
kinds of social and national cppres-
sion and discrimination.

The peoples of Yugoslavia followed
the communists, and not Mihajlovié,
fought for the fraternity of nations
and not for the chauvinism which
represented the ruling ideology of the
Serb monarchy, fought for peace and
friendship with their neighbours, and
against the Great-Serb expansion of
the former Belgrade rulers. However,
the Yugoslav communists did not
eontinue on the road they had promi-
sed. They did not implement the pro-
gram they had worked out for the
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solution of the national question. The
present situation is the result of their

many political and ideological mista- -

kes and their inability to face up to
the Great-Serb chauvinism.

During the Second World War the
Serb people paid dearly for. their
chauvinist indoctrination. Apparently,
however, some people in Serbia still
suffer from that «provincial egoism»
which, as Marx said, makes every
people' delude themselves with the
hope that they can allegedly " win
their freedom by sacrificing the inde-
pendence of some other people.

National hatred as ideology and

political practice mav be savage and .

relentless, it may even for a period
influence a great pait of the popula-
tion, Qapitalizing on sotne internatio-

nal events, but it has no future. The,

future belongs to freedom and natio-

nal equality, and the liberation of

peoples from any violence, national -

or social.
The
raised

EY
Albanian national movement

the historical memory of the
nation to great heights and conside-
red it a factor of majcr importance
in the .drive towards the future, pro-
gress and civilization. The National
Liberation Movement, too, paid it great
attention. The Party broughi the hi-
story of Albania to light. It has wor-
ked and continues to work with spe-
cial interest and care for the discovery
of the values of the glorious past of
our people. It proceeds from the pre-
mise "that study and knowledge of
this history constitute not only a
valuable basis for patriotic education,
but are at the same time an assi-
stance to march towards the future
on the tested road of full freedom
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and independence, unlimited national
sove.eignty, and defence to the
end of national and social achieve-
ments.

Independence is a valuable achieve-
ment for all peoples and all nations.
To those who have won it with so
many efforts, with so much suffering
and so many sacrifices, like the Al-
banian people, it represents the funda-
mental condition and basis for their
very existence and advance. However,
the independence of every country
has no less international importance,
either. As only free individuals can
be creators and defenders of a free
society, so only free and independent
nations can create an ‘international
democratic community, only in free-
dom and ‘independence can they con-
tribute to the defence and advance
of mankind.
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IN THE FRAMEW
remain QOF THE LIBERAT

lesson that : .
il i PROCESS IN THE
from history is that :
the consolidation o
of Albania’s independence is an indispensable premise in tw
of the new Albanian society and for the normal develo
Albania, today independent not only in form but
principled policy it raises a powerful barrie
of the Peninsula. No harm can ever come

k
! : ALBANIA’S INDEPENDENCE, APART FROM ITS IMPORTANCE AS
! AN ACT IN ITSELF WHICH CROWNED THE EFFORTS OF THE ALBANIAN.
NATION, IS ALSO A NEW ELEMENT IN THE SITUATION OF THE BAL-
KANS. NOVEMBER 1912 CLOSED THE EPOCH OF THE OTTOMAN DOMI-
| ) NATION IN THE PENINSULA. AFTER THE GREEKS, THE ROMANIANS
; AND THE SOUTH SLAVS (THE SERBS AND THE . BULGARIANS), THE
- ALBANIANS EMERGED INTO THE BALKAN STATE LIFE AS AN INDEPEN-
: . DENT STATE, THUS REALIZING A NATIONAL ASPIRATION AND ALSO
& . RESPONDING TO A BALKAN IDEAL OF TRANSFORMING OUR PENIN-
’ SULA INTO A REGION OF FREE STATES. THIS DETERMINED THE
GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE POLITICAL PHYSIOGNOMY OF THE BAL-
KANS OF THE 20TH CENTURY, WHICH WOULD BE FINALLY COMPLE-
TED AFTER THE FIRST WORLD WAR.
Of course, November 1912 cannot tion process in the Balkans a5 a
be called a perfect work in many whole. i
; respects. If we bear in mind the As Comrade Enver Hoxha has poin-
E difficulties, the grave tests, the many ted out, «the struggle of our people
‘ ) vicissitudes which the country had (for independence) occupies an impor-
to go fhrough, "and not only those tant place in the confusion of the
of the given historical moment, but Oriental issues and not only from
also of the whole ensuing decade the narrow Albanian viewpoint», but
(during the First World War and also on a Bal'kan scale, indeed even
eveh later), we can speak of a real in the level of the policy of the
ealvary of the Albanian Independen- imperialist Great Powers of Europe.l
ce. The question mark conlinued to
hang over its destiny for a long
time. The difficulties were of a

twofold character: internal and inter- *

national. Nevertheless, November 1912 * *

confirmed itself in the following years

as a development which would not 1. The Albanian question is part of
experience any turnback, as an inevi- the national question which domi-

table stage not only in the Albanian nates in the history of the Balkans
national movement, but also in a throughout the whole of the i9th cen-

broader sense, in that of the libera- tury and at the beginning of the 20th

Brot. ARBEN PUTO — at the “Enver Century. Despile ifs specific featuves,
Hoxha» University of Tirzlma it has one common denominator with




NCE OF ALBANIA
ORK

ON

tBALKANS by ARBEN PUTO

lirections: both for the progress

nt of inter-Balkan relations. Socialist

in content, is a reliable guarantee. With its

o outside interferences and intrigues in this part

another in a chain reaction. The 19th
century marks the rapid fall of the
Ottoman Empire. Before being expo-
sed to the corrosive action of the
external forces, it was submitted to
a deep process of disintegration from
within its own borders. The Balkans
of the past century is seething with
the ideas of mnational liberation. This
is the time when the principle of
nationality experiences an extension
on a European scale. In the West
there are the movements for the uni-

the national qu.stions ¢f all the coun-
tries of the Peninsula: it is the cause
and effect of the crisis of the. Otto--
man Empire. The crisis of the Otto-
man Empire is ideniified- with the
Eastern crisis which has occupied such
an important place both in the active
diplomacy of the time and, conse-
quently, in the history of diplomacy.
Initially, the Eastern crisis has been
conceived as a broad conception which
included not only the Balkan coun-
tries, but also the other possessions

of Turkey. The Near East, the Straits
and the Eastern Mediterranean basin
have once had a primary role in the
internal life of the Empire, as well
as in the level of the policy of the
European Great Powers. For several

decades these two major problems.
were interconnected and coexisted,
but gradually, especially from the

middle of the 19th century, the centre
of gravity shifted from the periphe-
ral provinces to the Balkans, which
represents Turkey's presence in Eu-
rope. At that time the Eastern ques-
tion emerges in its modern form: the
essence of the Eastern question now
consists of the problem of the future
of the Balkan peoples under Turkey.
This problem is raised for all the
peoples of the Balkans, despite some
difference in time. This is seen in
the very development of events: after
the first outbreak, the insurgent move-
ments in the Peninsula follow one

fication of Italy and Germany. To
this responds in the East the general
awakenirig of the peoples under Tur-
key. The national entities aspire
towards becoming established entities
in the political level. The oppressed
nations rise in war for the creation
of their national states.

The creation of the first states in
the Balkans is, without doubi. a new
factor in the development of the situ-

~ation in the whole region. This being

a new innovatory, but also contradic-
tory, factor. On the one hand, the
fact of the creation. of each of these
states should be considered as an
achievement not only as regards the
respective nation. but also in the
framework of all the liberation pro-
cesses in the Balkans. On the other
hand, immedialely after these states

emerged in the political scene, they
are no longer guided by the same
ideals which inspired their national

he neighbouring peoples from the part of socialist, Albania

movements. This could not but lead
to the disintegration of the inter-
-Balkan solidarity, of that friendly
atmosphere of mutual assistance which
characterized the first insurgent move-
ments, especially the Greek uprising.
As a result, what ought to have
remained as one of the most brilliant
pages in the history of the Balkans
left its place to a situation of long
and continued conflicts with disastrous
consequences to the genuine interests
of all ‘the peoples of this zone.

2. It is evident that the Albanian
movement cannot be otherwise trea-
ted except by putting it in the geo-
graphical and historical context of the

- Balkans. Attempts to dissociate it from

this natural framework have nothing.
in common with scientific objecti-
veness. We already know the treat-
ment of the Albanian history from
nihilist positions, treatments which not
uncommonly have had pretensions
and have been presented in terms of
the «Albanological science». Without
entering into the analysis of the entire
wide spect.rum of the anti-Albanian
propaganda, let us limit ourselves to
mentioning just that thesis which
serves as the platform of this propa-
ganda, which refuses to recognize any
original Albanian civilization at all:
the Albanian population has been
described as a foreign element in the
Balkans, an element which does not



26 o 1 (98), 1988

contribule anytning to the Balkan
history, as a pnenomenon which repre-
senis tne lowest degree of the social
1ie and, as sucn, even if it had a
part in tae nistory of the Balkans, it
nas been the part of the carrier and
transmitter of the outside influences
and. interests.

Oniy complete negation and igno-
rance of the facts can lead to state-
ments like -this one. The history of
the 19th century in the Balkans speaks
not only of the contradictions among
the Balkan elements, but also of a
. profound community of interests which
found its expression both in the sphere
of ideas and in concrete activities. It
is not our intention to stop to dwell
on the insurgent movements of “the
first half of the 19th century, in which
the Albanians have very often had
intercourse, in the form of collabora-
tion and reciprocal aid, with their
neighbours. This is perhaps a too
early stage which can be called the
romantic stage of the liberation mo-
vement in the Balkans. Frcm our
viewpoint, the contacts established
after the creation of the Balkan states
assume particular importance.

The chronicle of these . contacts
brings out cleérly that Albania and
the Albanians had from a very early
time attracted attention precisely as
a potential force which could make its
distinct contribution to the liberation
movement against the Ottoman Em-
pire. Thus, ten years before the Con-
gress of Berlin, the secret Greek.
-Serbian Treaty of February. 1868
expressly envisaged the participation
of Albania in the plans of a future
war against Turkey. Although this
first attempt at the creation of a
Balkan alliance constituted even at
that time the explosive element of
territorial claims (which involved also
the Albanian lands), the fact in itself
is significant because any perspective
of a new settlement in the Balkans
not only. did not .exclude the Alba-
nian question, but included it as a
constituent part.?

At the time of the Congress of Ber-
lin temsion was building up also iri

the inter-Balkan relations. Nevertheless

the aspirations of the Albanians and
their movement have their part in
the events of the Eastern crisis. It is

not without consequence
Greek government, immediately after
the beginning of the Russian-Turkish
war in February 1877, sent its envoys
to conduct secret talks with Albanian
personalities (Abdy! Frashéri and
others), talks which have as their
objective bilateral collaboragion in the
liberation war.? Despite the fact that
the negotiations ended in a deadlock
(due to the persistence of Athens to
integrate future Albania into a kind
of a dual monarchy with Greece un-
der Greek hegemony), again the fact
does not diminish the significance of
this act as proof of the recognition of
the role of the Albanian movement
within the framework of the libera-
tion process in the Balkans. Now it
is a time when the Albanian question
begins to impose itself on the atten-
tion of the European diplomacy, as
one of the elements of the destabili-
zed situation in the zone of southea-
stern Europe. Anyway, no histo;y of
that time could be or has ever been
written without reflecting the Albanian
factor to this or that extent: various
interpretations have been offered,
malignant distortions have been made
and simplistic judggments have been
pronounced, but in each case the Al-
banian factor has emerged belween the
lines. The Albanian League of Priz-
ren is too important an event to be
underrated or even passed over in
silence.

In the final analysis, what was the
result of the Eastern crisis on the
morrow of the Congress of Berlin?
Without doubt a general weakening

of the Ottoman Empire, a noticeable -
in the-

ebbing of the Turkish rule
Balkans and further shrinking of the
borders of the Empire, accompanied
with the weakening of the central
power in the Albanian territories.
The three decades that continue right
up to the proclamation of Albania’s
Independence are marked by a po-
werful escalation of the Albanian
national movement. The situation in
Albania follows more or less the same
fundamental tendencies as the general
Situation in the Balkans. The Balkans
at the turn of the century is not only
the Balkans of the states, but also of
all the peoples, nations and nationa-
lities, which, although not. as one bo-

that the
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dy, all of them march towards the
final objective, which is liberation
from the Ottoman yoke. So, objective-
ly, we have a common Balkan cause
as a synthesis and resultant of the
programmes of sepafate national mo-
vements.

3. The pan-Balkan vision of the
situation and perspective of the Penin-
sula is a recognized element in the
political thinking which precedes and
accompanies the process of awake-
ning among the nations of this region.
Rhigas Fereros is the .herald and
impassioned inspirer of the Greek
uprising, who many years before its
outbreak, by the end of the 19th
century, with, his famous hymn
«Thurios», launched the call of libera-
tion war to all the peoples of the
Empire without distinction of nationa-
lity, religion, colour and race. Free
as he was from chauvinist prejudices,
he imagined the Balkan peoples as
a single cofraternity. In it the Alba-
nians had, of course, their natural
place. Rhigas had known them and
had lived with them since his child-
hood, in his native place,in Veleshtica,
where there were many ,Albanians.’

The revolutionary thinkers of the
19th century such as- Markovié, in -
Serbia, Karavallov, Levsky and Botev
in Bulgaria, were opposed to all
shades of narrow and exclusivist na-
tionalism and raised their republican
convictions into the utopian idea of a

. Balkan federation. Despite their over-

zeal in federalist illusions, what at-
tracts attention is that they conceived
the revival of the Balkan society as
a single liberation movement. They
connected the struggle for the libera-
tion of their nation with those of the
neighbouring peoples. What charac-
terizes these champions of the Bal-
kan freedom was that they distanced
themselves distinctly from the offi-
cial policies of their respective states.
They had nothing in common either
with the Serbian «nachertenie», or
with the Greek «great idea». One
of them wrote on the eve of the
outbreak of the Eastern erisis, in
1875, that «the governments of these
states have all' the time done nothing
but imitated the ill-famed moto ‘of
Meternié: ~ divide et impera»5, this
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being a clear allusion to the quarrels
among these governments over the
division of the booty after the Turkish
defeat. :

The ideas aof inter-Balkan solida-
rity have found a wide repercussion
in the Albanian National Renaissan-
ce. Comrade Enver Hoxha has seen
this as one of its maost essential fea-
tures. He has put this in these very
significant words: «The aim, to link
“the struggle of our people wilth the
liberation struggle of the neighbour-
ing peoples against the common ene-
my, their internationalism, was an
orientation of great importance of our
Men of Renaissance, which confirms
the majesty, the broad spectrum and
the profound revolutionary content of
our wnational movement.»®

The most outstanding figures of the
Albanian Renaissaiice, although they
were busy engaged in a resolute and
extensive activity in defence of thé
rights of the Albanian nation, threa-
tened by the ambitions of the leading
circles of the neighbouring states,
were altogether free from any bias
and prejudice. They rose above na-
tional animosities and directed ardent
messages of friendship and fraterni-
zation- to all the Balkan peoples. Our
great man of Renajssance, Naim Fra-
shéri, displayed a lofty internationalist
spirit when he wrote: «With the Slavs
and the Greeks, with all our neigh-
bours/ We want to live in: constant
harmony, as brothers/ And the rights
of everyone be always respected./ The
tyrant today is condemned to death,
S0 we should not fight/ one another
like enemies; we should be friends
and of one mind!.. So, down with

confusion and quarrels; loag live
fraternity.»7
The most outstanding persanality

who emerges on the Albanian politi-
cal scene at the end of the last cen-
tury is Ismail Qemali. He is the
protagonist of those events which
were crowned with the }?L'oclamation
of Albania’s Independence and with
the creation of the new Albanian
state. It is interesting to follow the
road he traversed in his long political
activity and, together with it, the
evolution of his views in connection
with the national question in the
Balkans, It is known that he began
his carcer occupying important posts

in the burcaucratic apparatus of the
Turkish Empire, sometimes -in the
centre and sometimes in the periphe-
ric provinces. In the beginnings of
his activity, he is not one of the
radical trend which is for the over-
throw of the Ottoman Empire. How-
ever, Qemali had advanced views
for his time. From his debute as a

statesman he joined the liberal-refor- -

mist wing which emerged - in the
1870’s in the political life of Turkey.
It was ‘precisely these liberal, refor-
mist convictions which aroused doubts
in him and put him on a quandary
about the future of the Empire. Not
only from his Memoirs.8 but also from
his practical activity in the last two
decades of the 19th century, it emer-
ges clearly that he has had a pluri-
national vision, and consequently, a
pan-Balkan vision, in the treatment
of the internal crisis of the Empire
in the sense that for some time he
was for and expressed himself in
favour of the transformation of this
autocratic kingdom, raised on the basis
of the most brutai national oppres-
sion, into a multinaticnal community
which should realize the peaceful
coexistence and equality of the nations
and peoples living under it. Despite
the absence of a clear image of the
constitutional forms into which this
«unionist> idea could be poured, which
in the final analysis was utopian and
unhistoric, one thing can be said with
assuredness about 1. Qemali, namely,
that he put forward this problem not
from pafticularist positions, but preci-
sely as a problem of the future of
the whole Balkans, of the building
of inter-Balkan relations on just and
stable bases. Certainly, his own direct
experience would compel him to see for
himself that his idea was an unreali-
zable dream. However, this global
method of regarding the- problems of

his time helped him to recognize and -

understand better the life, the pro-
blems and the aspirations of the peo-
ples and nations of the region,
enabled him to establish contact and
connections of various levels, which
made I. Qemali one of the most out-
standing figures not only in the Al-
banian movement, but also ‘on a
Balkan scale. He never conceived Al-
bania’s independence and the creation
of the Albanian state in an anti-
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Balkan function, or as an instrument
in the hands of this or that Great
Power against the neighbouring states.
He considered the overcoming of the
hegemonist tendencies and national
jealousies, good understanding and con-
structive collaboration among the new
sovereign states, as the premise of
peace and security in the Balkans,

4. This spirit was not characteri-
stic of one individual, but was present
in the whole movement of Indepen-
dence. Even though they did not join
the Balkan alliance of 1912 because
of the secret deals among the mem-
bers of this alliance for the partition-
ing of the Albanian lands, the most
illuminated circles of the Albanians
have never separated the destiny of
their country from that of the
neighbouring countries. Let us take
the Provisional Government of Vlora,
The memorandum it presented in the
beginning of January 1913 to the
Ambassadors’ Conference is distingui-
shed precisely for the fact that it
considers the liberation of the Bal-
kan peoples as a unified process, as
a common work in which all the
peoples, including the Albanians, would
make their contribution. The memora-
ndum says: «The Albanian nation
is convinced that the Balkan allies
will take into consideration thz view
that common action undertaken by
them (this refers to the Balkan War
— A. P) is, to some extent, the
continuation of the recent uprisings
in Albania, and that the successes of
these uprisings yesterday can be con-
sidered in full justice as the fruit
of the liberation work in which the
Albanians, with their continuous upri-
sings, both today and in the past,..
have distinguished themselves for
their valour.»9 This gave indepen-
dent Albania the right to occupy the
place it deserved in the new Bal-
kans with complete rights side by
side with the other states of the
region after liberation from the Otto-
man yoke. About this, the memoran-
dum of the Government of Vlora
declared that «the Albanian people..
have only one aim: to have cordial
and stable relations with  their
neighbours.»" In general the Albanian
memorandum  is  characterized by a
very distensive tone, by moderation
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and by the goodwill of the Albanian
government to solve the problems
with the neighbouring states not on
the road of confrontation, buf in a
spirit of understanding and justice.
The whole text of this document does
not contain a single offensive bor
inimical ex'prcssion or hint at the
Slavs or the Greeks, on the contlrary,
it is permeated by a feeling of
respect both for their liberation strug-
gle and for their rights.

In this sense, the statements of
Ismail Qemali, when he presided the
Vlora Government, are of interest.
They are an expression of the same
line. In an interview to the London
press in April 1913 he said: «We
regret one thing: that the success of
a war which was aimed at the
liberation of all the peoples of the
Balkans, displeased our neighbours so
much that now they think they-havea
right to suppress the Albanians who,
in turn, are no less entitled to the
right to live, because they are the
most ancient inhabitants of the Penin-
sula and were the first who fought
against the Turks for their national
freedem» (this, without doubt, refers
to the great uprisings of the summer
of 1912 on the eve of the oulbreak
of the Balkan War). So, it can be
seen that Ismail Qemali expresses his
regret over the stand of the leading
circles of the Balkan monarchies to-
wards the Albanian question, but this
does not impede him from knowing
and recognizing the objectively pro-
gressive and liberating function of the
Palkan War, of treating i, so to
say, precisely in the framework of
the liberation. process in the Bal-
kans. 1. Qemali emerges really as
the spokesman of. a Balkan cause
and not of a merely narrow natio-
nal cause, when he says: «We shall
defend our cause and we will do
this not only in the interest of
our people, but also for the. good
of those countries which became our
opponents when -they ought to have
become our friends.» These words
are a model of political wisdom;
there is a. note of criticism in them,
certainly, but this is at the same
time a call addressed to all the
Balkan peoples with a gondwill to
engage in a constructive activity for
‘carrying through to the end the

liberation process Iin--the Balkans,
wRich could in no way be regarded
as conclusively completed without
the solution of the Albanian ques-
tion. )

5. In the time of the Balkan
Wars, in the stand of the Balkan
states towards the Albanian queslion
a change is noliced in comparison
with” the period of the Eastern
Crisis of the last quarter «f the
19th century. At that time, in the

~ Congress of Berlin and on its mor-

row, during the treatment of the
problems which emerged in continua-
tion as a result of the application
of the decisions taken ‘therein by
the Great Powers, despite the conse-
quence of the so-called «Albanian
difficulties~ in the successive develop-
ments, the leading circles of the
neighbouring states did not adopt
any definitive official position in
regard to the Albanian question,
indeed thev did not even t'ake it
into consideration as a separate
question which, in fact, was raised as
a marginal separate question in their
relations with the Ottoman Empire.
In the negotiations and the official
acts they would recognize bui only

"one counterpart: the Turkish one,

even when their claims against the
Albanian territories were invelved.

Exactly thirty years later, in 1912-
-1913, the situation had evolved both
from the objective viewpoint of the
Albanian National Movement and
from the aspect of the FEuropean
policies. Both factors now raise the
only alternative for the indepen-
dence of Albania. It is understandable
that in these circumstances the Bal-
kan states were obliged to define
their stand towards the Albanian
question as such.

The leading circles of these coun-
tries took an increased interest in the
course of events in Albania. They
followed closely especially the succes-
sive uprisings in North Albania, which
in fact were the prelude to the Bal-
kan War. It is not an accident that
envoys of the Serb and Montenegrin
governments came one after the other
to North Albania, whereas after the
Proclamation of Independence «ex-
plorative- approaches were mude with
{. Qemali and the Provisional Govern-
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ment. Some might think thal this
would mark a change and that the
governmenls of the neighbouring
countries would no longer close their
eyes before the reality of the Alba-
nian liberation movement. The situa-
tion was ripe also for a Balkan
conscience, which should rise even
slightly a little above the very egoislic
and narrow national interests. In
fact, in the year of Albania’s inde-
pendence the Balkan . monarchies
emerged with still mere complete anti-
-Albanian . platforms before the Eu-
ropean diplomacy, while continuing
their efforts to -use the Albanians’
struggles in the war against Turkey
as an instrument in their advantage.
This was also the content of the
memoranda presented by the Serb
and Greek governments in the begin-
ning of January 1913 at the Ambas-
sadors’ Conference. Never bofore has
the anti-Albanian propaganda been
so intensive and virulent as in the
time when the independence of Al-
bania was being taken up fer exa-
mination, and the two acts mentioned
before are a concentrated expression
of this propaganda. It is precisely at
that time that a whole literature,
which worked on and developed the
known theses and «arguments» attack-
ing the history of the Albanians
and their identity, describing them -
as refugees on their own territories,
as a nomad .population which must
submit to the «civilizing mission» of
the neighbouring states, was publi-
shed and put into circulation.
Definite political situations have
made the repercussion of these «argu-
ments> felt even in our days, but
nothing in them is original or new,
everything they write and say is
repetition, copying, and <«reprints»,
which have their origin in the time
when the question of the indepen-
dence of Albania was put on the
order of the day in concrete terms:
The phrasing has, of course, been
updated, and here and there one
might also notice some marginal
withdrawal. Experience of these 75
vears has revealed clearly that the
above-mrentioned theses, in their .most
sophisticated contemporary form, sound
more than ever false and anachvoni-
stic, the more so since they are op-
posed to the historically unavoidable
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current. The question is made: Why
this negative stand of the leading
circles of the neighbouring states
when it comes to examining the Al-
banian question as the last national
question in the Balkans awaiting solu-
tion?” What were the reasons which
impelled them to dissociate the Alba-
nian question from the national ques-
tions of the Balkans,
framework of the liberation movement
in the Balkans? It is obvious that
territorial questions are behind all
these efforts.

The territorial question has been the
main cause which has envenomed the
inter-Balkan relations. That was so
because the problem has been treated
not on the basis of the principle of
the free expression of the will and
self-determination ol the nations, but
simply from expansionist and hege-
monic positions. The more the Otto-
man Empire tottered towards its end,
the more the question of the division
of the territories tiat would follow
after its fall, would be complicated.
After ‘the outbreak of the Balkar
War, two are the main pcints in
which the. aims for the territorial
expansion of the monarchies of the
Balkans were concentrated: Macedonia

-and Albania. But the analogy between

them is relative. The Macedonia of

_the time about which we are speak- -

ing, was especially mixed and
heterogenous {from the ethnic point of
view, Therefore, it was expected to
represent «a specially contestable
sphere.» Whereas the Albanian terri-
tories were inhabited by a compact
population which was already recogni-
zed as a nation in itsel¥. Nevertheless,
claims on these territories caused not
less conflicts between the Balkan
states and debate and contradictions
among the Powers.

Initially the complete division of
the Albanian territories was expected,
and that was one of the main objec-
tives of the Balkan allies before they
commenced the war against Turkey
in autumn 1912. Confronted with the
variant of Albania's independence,
they were compelled to size up their
demands, though they still continued
to draw the biggest profit in the
situation. The platform pr‘esented. to
‘the  London Conference, a platform
which accepted  Albania's indepen-

_«sacrifice» ol

from the )

.are an expression of narrow

dence not as- the logical conclusion
of the historical cycle in the Balkans,
b‘uL only as a «concession» made to
the geo-political considerations of the
Great Powers in the Balkans, as a
the wvictors, was to
serve  all this. The so-called «histori-
cal rights» or various «ethnographic,

economic, strategic, cultural and other»

considerations,
length and

expounded in great
in -denigrating anti-Al-

"banian spirit, were aimed at justify-

ing the excessive territorial ‘claims, at
reducing the vital space of the future
Albania to a minimum. According to
the expression of a -diplomat of that
time, the old hope was still entertai-
ned - that it (Albania) would tall «as
a ripe fruit> in a more suitable poli-
tical situation. .

For its part, the Albanian Nationai
Movement has also defined its stand
regarding the .territorial quesuion. It
taced this problem for the first time
in the period of the Eastern crisis
of the last quaiier of the 1lyth cen-
tury. The activity ol the League of
Prizren 1n this direction was not
confined to the declarative aspects
only, it wus also expressed in a series
of actions for tne defence of the
werritories innabiied by the Albanian
population. Afier the Proclamation of
Independence, when the question of
the borders of the Albanian state
was raised, this stand was formulated
in the above-mentioned menorandum
of the Viora Government presented
to the Ambassadors’ Conference.
Without doubt, the territorial problem
has been one of the most important
aspects of the program of our Move-
ment, but at any time, much more
so in  1912-1913, it was
mainly defensive terms. Ovarstate-
ments are not ruled out, and they

r:ised  in

class
interests beyond the bounds of the
national objectives. Anyway, they do
not characterize the territorial pro-

gramme of our National Move-
ment. «Great Albania» is a fiction
which  has been invented at a

much later time and which has been
used paradoxically for anti-Albanian
propaganda ,aims. Judging from the
time -vhen things occurred, we cannot
fail to conclude that the essence of
this programme has been esncerned

1 (98), 1988 e 29
with the efforts to stem the invasive
euphoria of the Balkan Allies after
their victory in the war, to’ save the
historicallyy and ethnically Albanian
laﬁds, and tnus, ensure the indispen-
sable territorial oasis for the survival
of the Albanians as a "nation and
for their organization as a state in
itself.

6. The history of the Balkans in
the 19th century and in the beginning
of the 20th century represents two
aspects: the first' one, which is the
internal aspect, is connected with the
continued fall of the Ottoman Empire
and the awakening of nations; the
second one, which is the - external
aspect, is represented - by " the ever
greater interference of the imperialist
Great Powers. This interference marks
the last phase in the history of the
relations petween the Ottoman Empire
and the European powers. In the begin-
ning it was' the Turks who crossed
the Stiauts, entered - Eurore, captured
the Baikans and advanced as far as
Central Europe. Two cer.turies later
there .is tne reverse course: the
Treaty -of Karlovac "of 1699 marks
the end of the Turkish advance and
the benining of ‘the European counter-
-offensive. The CGttoman Empire is
continuously on the retreat. This
retreat raised ne problem: jin the
East a political vacuum is créated.
How should this vacuum be filled:
that ‘is, one ‘of the major problems
which European diplomacy ' had
to cope with for a long time,
almost uninterruptedly, up till the
end of the First World War. That
was the essence of the Eastern crisis
from the viewpoint of the policy of
the Great Powers in all the stages
and in all the forms in which it was
raised before them. ‘The fall of the
Ottoman Empire brought into the
open the national question in the
Balkans, but Europe is more prone to
seeing it from the angle of the divi-
sion of the spheres of influence and
the preservation of the «balance of
forces-.

In connection with this it is ap-
propriate to establish gz correct re-
lationship between the nationa] qlies-
tion in the: Balkans and the European
interfeérence. In other words,

t some-
thing remains (4 be cleared up

about

a
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the role of the extra-Balkan factors
in the development of the situation

‘in the Balkans, in the liberation pro-

cess which goes ahead as the Tur-
kish Empire goes. down. The answers
depend on the methodological starting-
-point and approach. ‘'There is a
whole trend in the bourgeois historio-
graphy which absolutizes the role of
the big and minimizes that of the
small, the development and the desti-
ny of the internal popular movements
which condition the-development and
the destiny of the internal popular
movements - with the will and the
interests of the Great Powers. It is a
known fact that not only politicians
and statesmen, but also numerous
scholars. have treated the Eastern
question, in general, mainly as a pro-
biem of diplomacy. The internal pro-
cesses going on within the Empire,
the movements of the oppressed na-
tions of the Balkans have not been
appreciated always in their real
importance, indeed,_ they have been
represented as an outcome of outside
encouragement and instigation. This
kind of undervaluating interpretation
is possibly more widespread about the
Albanian Movement, but the Albanian
movement is not the only one to
suffer. The movements of the South
Slavs, which belong precisely to this
same period of -‘the 18th century,
developed as a real national revival,
and still, voices ém- be heard even
today claiming that these movements
were the fruit of the hegemonic policy
of Russia, and, to a considerable
degree, the work of the missionaries
of the Pan-Slavic idea. This can be
explained with the fact that until
very recently the South Slavs have
also been among the <«forgotten» peo-
ples of Europe. Up to the ’30s of the
19th century, the ethnographic maps
of the Balkans were by no means
more attentive regarding the Slav
populations and described the Balkan
Peninsula as an area inhabited mainly
by Turks and Greeks (certainly,
proceeding from criteria of religious
considerations).if Today no serious
historiography, not to say Marxist,
can accept the idea that real popular
liberation movements could be created
from nothing and manipulated entirely
according to the tastes or schemes of
politicians and diplomats. This is

valid for all the national movements
of the Balkans, without excluding the
Albanian movement.

There is no denying the factor of

the European interference in the

Balkans, precisely in its efforts to fill
the gap left behind after the fall of
the Ottoman Empire. The dynamic of
the development of the situation in
the Balkan Peninsula is determined
by the combination and interaction of
two factors: European and local. There
is, without doubt, an interdependence
among them; but the local factor, the
Balkan factor, carries the main weight.
It is the engine of the events, and
it is responsible for the continuous
pressure brought on the European
diplomacy, compelling it to return to
the Eastern question again and again.

It is known that the impossibility
to come to an accord about the
destiny of the Turkish possessions in
the Balkans has been one of the
causes which led to the emergence
of the «concerted powers», which
especially at the Congress of Paris
in 1856, after the Crimean War, found
no other way out except the principle
of the jintegrity of the Ottoman Em-
pire. The inter-imperialist contradic-
tions had to determine on an
immobilization of the situation in the
Balkans. This, however, could be but
only a modus vivendi, a provisional
accord which deferred the problem
for some other more suitable time. The
events in the Balkans, the liberation
process everywhere in this zone which
was developing and mounting conti-
nuously, could not be constrained to
fit into the old framework of the
status quo. The two major moments
of the Eastern crisis, that of the last

“quarter of the 19th century and that

of the period 1912-1913, have their

oorigin in the actions of the Balkan

peoples; they are not the result of
the initiative of European diplomacy.
It is generally accepted that the
general wuprising of the Albanians
in 1912 and the outbreak of the
First World War, which followed
that autumn, took the Great Powers
by surprise. This did not impede
them from interfering with all their
weight when the moment of making
a decision came. But the liberation
process in the Balkans worked
according to its own internal logic,
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had ils own motive forces; it emerged
and developed on the Balkan terri-
tory; and although it suffers the
outside influence, it is not simply
a reflexion -of them. No national
movement of the Balkans can be
called an instrument of the policy
of this or that Great Power, even
though there is no lack of efforts
on their part in this direction. The
same reasoning holds good also
regarding .the Albanian National
Movement. ‘Albania’s independence
proved to be a very complicated
knot in the contradictions among
the Great Powers and this is why
the greatest injustices fell on the
Albanians, in the last analysis. In
these conditions it is mnot only
inaccurate, but ,also cynical to claim
that the Independent Albanian State
was the product of the European
diplomacy.

The history of the past 75 years
has already proved quite clearly that
Albania’s Independence has been a
natural -complement of the libera-
tion process in the Balkans and, at
the same time, an element of stabili-
ty and peace in the Peninsula. The
value and the importance of the
Albanian Independence in all this
region has emerged clearly not only
in peaceful situations, but especially
in periods of tensions and conflicts:
whenever Albania’s independence has
been threatened or has been hit, the
whole Balkan equilibruim has been
put in question, all the ofther
neighbouring peoples have been jeo-
pardized. This occurred during the
First and  the Second World Wars
The main lesson that we should
draw from history is that the consoli-
dation of Albania’s independence is
an indispensable premise in iwo direc-
tions: both for the progress cf the
new Albanian society and {or the
normal development cof inter-Balkan
relations. Socialist Albania today, inde-
pendent not only in form but also in
content, is a reliable guarantee. With
its principled policy it raises a power-
ful barrier to outside interferences
and ' intrigues in this part of the
Peninsula, No harm can ever comc to



ALBANIA TODAY

the neighbouring peoples from the part
of socialist Albania.

Raising to a higher level the
valuable internationalist tradition of
our National Movement, the PSR of
Albania devotes special care to the
relations with the neighbouring coun-
tries. Comrade Ramiz Alia, in _the
report to the 9th Congress of the
Party, said that the development of
relations with these countries «consti-
tutes one of the priorities of our
foreign policy.»'2 The past has left

+ Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 23, p. 128.

2 L. S. Stavrianos. Balkan Federation.
A History of the Movement toward
Balkan Unity in Modern Times,
Northampton Mass, 1944, p. 97.

3 Kristo Frashéri, Abdyl Frashéri,
Tirana 1984.

4 Indeed the Albanians of Veleshtino
have considered him one of them.
See A. Daskalakis, Rhigas Veles-
tinlis, La Revolution Francaise et

many problems in this. Comrade.
Ramiz Alia points out: «History has
mixed up the peoples of the Balkans
a great deal, perhaps more than
anywhere else in the world, Ethnic
minorities of each people are found
within the state borders of: other
states. The sensitivity towards how
they are treated has been and still
is great. Good or bad relations bet-
ween the states of our Peninsula have
been largely dependent on this treat-
ment. The big powers have played on

les préludes de Iindépendence
hellénique, Paris 1937, PD.  23-29.
5 According to L. §. Stavrianos, op.
cit., p. 118 -

6 Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 23, p.
12.

7 Naim Frashéri, Selected Works,
vol. 1, pp. 486-487.

8 The Memoirs of Ismail
Bey, London.

9 The Provisional

Kemal

Government of
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these feelings in order to stir up
quarrels and set the peoples against
one another, in order to interfere in
their internal affairs} and to influence
their external affairs.»!* The progres-
sive forces of the Balkans are in a
position to cope with these problems,
to overcome «old prejudices and the
mentalities which belong to bygone
epochs, and the hangovers from former

' feuds and animosities.»'* These forces

will always have the unreserved sup-
port of socialist Albania.

Viora and Its Activity (28 No-

vember 1912-22 January 1914),
Tirana, doc. mo. 135,

10 Ibidem.

11'L. S. Stavrianos, The Balkans

since 1453, New York 1961, p. 230.
12 Ramiz Alia,. Report to the 9th Con-

gress of the PLA, Tirana 1968, p.

192, Eng. ed.
13 Ibidem, pp.
14 Ibidem.

193-194,



CARE FOR AND PROTECT

OF PEOPLE’S HEALTH ...

The average life expectation in Albania in the present period is 72 years
which is almost double that of the year 1938 (38 years), General death-
rate has fallen to 5.8 per cent, which makes Albania the country with the
lowest death-rate in Europe and one of the lowest in the world. The Alba-
nian population is the youngest in Europe, with its average age 26 years.
Our health system includes 4080 institutions, or 80 times as many as the-
re were before Liberation, of which 760 with beds and 3320 without beds
85 per cent of them are situated in the rural area of the country

FROM THE FIRST DAYS AFTER LIBERATION THE PARTY GAVE
THE NECESSARY PRIORITY TO THE ISSUE OF THE STRENGTHENING
OF THE PEOPLE'S HEALTH, ORIENTATING THAT, AMONG THE MANY

PROBLEMS,

THOSE WHICH REPRESENTED GREATEST URGENCY:

SHOULD BE TACKLED, AND, AT THE SAME TIME, ORGANIZING THE
NETWORK OF PROVIDING THE NECESSARY MEDICAL AID FOR THE

WHOLE PEOPLE.

UNDER THE SOLICITUDE OF THE PARTY

AND OF COMRADE

ENVER HOXHA, IN EACH STAGE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUN-
TRY, OUR HEALTH SERVICE KEPT EXTENDING AND GROWING QUALI-

TATIVELY, TAKING UPON ITSELF MORE "AND

MORE IMPORTANT

TASKS AND TACKLING THEM BOLDLY.

Today we boast a health system
which is spread throughout the coun-
try and employs mainly higher and
medium cadres and specialists who
have graduated from the various
branches of the. vocational higher
and secondary education, including
university and post-university studies
within the country, and which ensu-
res the necessary medical assistance
at the level achieved by our medical
science for all people without dis-
tinction. Such a thing today is a
dream for 3,2 billion people, against
about 4 billion in the world, who
cannot get medical assistance.! Be-

fore Liberation, Albania — the po-’

orest and most backward country of
bourgeois Europe — had 102 physi-
cians all in all, and these mainly
general practitioners. Today there are
4255 physicians, general practitioners
and specialists (excluding 1781 higher
cadres in dentistry and pharmacy),

AHMET KAMBERI - Minister of
" Health

working all over the Homeland. The-
re is one higher medical cadres for
each 500 inhabitants, against 10 thou-
sand befere Liberation. The system
of health service is complete with
over 70 specialities and sub-speciali-
ties which function regularly.

The average life expectation in Al-
bania in the present period has al-
most doubled against the year 1938
(38 years) and has reached to 72 years.
This, apart from the all-sided progress
made in the life of the people,
without doubt, is due to- the health
service which is largely responsible
for these achievements. General
death-rate has falled to 5.8 .per cent,
which makes Albania the country
with the lowest death-rate in Euro-
pe and one of the lowest in the

“world. ‘Our population today is of the

youngest age in Europe because its
average age is 26 vears. In our health
svstem today there are 4080 institu-

~tions, or over 80 times as many as

before Liberation, of which 760 with

beds and 3320 without beds; 85 per
cent of them are located in the rural
area of the country.

In the structure of heaith institu-
tions priority has been given to those
caring for the mother and child

- health, because the strengthening of

mothers’ health and good rearing of
children represents one of the_ for-
most duties in the field of the pro-
tection and strengthﬁen'ing of the peo-
ple’s health, in general

Comrade Ramiz Alia has stressed:
«The Party has always devoted a spe-
cial care to this problem because it
is linked directly with the present
and the future of the people and
the country.»?

The protection and care for mother
and child has become the concern
of our whole societv, the organs of
state power, the organs of the eco-
nomy and the levers of the Party.
Mother and child health service to-
day includes 2690 mother and child
consultation clinics. the sector of pro-
philactic service for mother and child,
which is under the responsability of the
Central Consultation Clinic, ‘714 ma-
ternity houses and wards, etc. All
this network of institutions is equip-
ped with the necessary means and
personnel and has .the conditions for
the continuous raising of the level of
diagnostication of pregnancy in its
early stage, for the systematic check-
_-up and timely determination of the
pathology in this delicate period in
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the life of women, which is decisive
for the health of the mother and
infant. In Albania today 99.3 per cent
of childbirths have medical assistan-
ce. The Partyv with its levers and
the working people in the health ser-
vice combine their efforts in order
to create evervwhere, in the family
and in work places, a sound and
scientific opinion about the special
regime of life and work required for
pregnant women or nursing mothers,
which is indispensable in order to
prevent a series of pathologies during
pregnancy, premature childbirth, un-
derweight birth and, after childbirth,
to ensure good rearing of children

and the bringing up of healthy gene-

rations. The main impact of this all-
rounid activity is directed in the rural
area, where there are cases in which,
because of the inherited backward
customs of the past, greater care

must be shown both for pregnant

women and for mothers.

The rearing of healthy children
in our country is assisted by 2598 cré-
ches (of which 2157 in the countrysi-
de) and 3102 kindergartens (of
which 2393 in the countryside). A
great work is done for the protection
of the health of children in order to
prevent and treat in time the con-
tageod’s\ and other diseases which
threaten this age, in particular.
Through obligatory vaccination, which
is done according to a definite plan,
it has been possible to eliminate a
series of dangerous contageous disea-

~ses such as measles (from 1971 on-

ward no case of measles has been
recorded), polyomielitis and dyphte-
ria (only 1-3 cases each year have
been recorded), pertussis, tetanus of
the newborn (not a single case has
been recorded from 1980). All vaci-
cines against the above-mentioned
diseases, except that against polyo-
mielitis, are produced within the
country. Our population today has a
good immunilary defence.

This great wark which is being

done in all and sundry directions and
forms has resulted in the lowering
of infant mortality and death-rate
among children from one year to
the other. At the end of the last fi-
ve-year period it fell by 40 per cent
against the year 1980. Nevertheless,
infant mortality, although at present
it is several times lower than that
of the world, remains in a high level
as compared with that of Europe.
However, the strengthening and per-
fecting of the medical measures and
especially of primary care, the intro-
duction of new methods of diagnos-
tication, medication and prophilaxis,
as well as the more effective combi-
nation of the work of health institu-
tions with the whole work and care of
all the levers of society are the best
guarantee from the scientific and or-
ganizational, medical and social as-
pect, that. the incidence of illness and
infant and child mortality will con-
tinue to fall and the objective of in-
fant mortality falling to less than
20 per thousand will be attained as
early as the period 1990-1995.

As a result of all these measures
the population growth .in the future
will continue at rapid rates, which,
as Comrade Enver Hoxha has emp-
hasized, is an objective law of the
socialist society, In implementing this
law, the Party has from the outset
mapped out a correct demographic
policy and has adopted and applied
a whole legislation for the protec-
tion and strengthening of mother and
child health. These complex measu-
res combined with the continuous up-
lift of the material, educational and
cultural level of the working masses
of city and rural area have brought
about a situation in which the rates
of the population growth in our co-
untry are 3-5 times as high as those
of the other countries of Europe and
the total population has reached to
more than 3 million, against 1 mi-

Illion which the countrv had in the
year 1944. .

«The results of our correct demo-
graphic policy,» says Comrade Ramiz
Alia, «place Albania above all the
countries of Europe and rate it a-
mong the first of the world. Normally
every child that is born should not
die... In. our country not -a single
child dies of the lack of food or
medicine, or because of the insuffi-
cient care by the state. In this con-
text comes out the great respon-
sability of the organs of the Party
and the state and especially of the
specialized organs in the mother and
child services such as those of the
health service.»3 :

On this basis the health organs
have programmed a whole series of
all-sided organizational, methodic and
technical measures, which are being
put into practice with good aquality
and effectiveness.

Knowledge of the structure of di-
sease incidence and particular ele-
ments in the various zones of the
country is an indispensable premise
preliminary to the adoption of con-
crete and effective measures in or-
der to restrict and to combat disea-
ses with success.

The action for the medical check-
-up of the entire population and for
card-indexing all the people has a
profound prophilactic character, be-
cause its main element is the scree-
ning of the population, the early de-
tection of disease, and keeping the
patienté under observation in dispen-
saries, and finally their regular tre-
atment and subsequent check-up and
control. This five-year plan will be
characterized by the deepening of
this activity and its perfection from
the organizational aspect and by the
further strengthening of scientific
discipline. This activity would remain
something without value. If it were
not carried out rapidly and ‘if it we-
re not accompanied with the study
of the causes of problem diseases-
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in every village, zone and district,
so as to adopt concrete and effective
measures in order to neutralize and
liquidate their source.

The 9th Congress of the Party laid
special stress on this task. In the field
of health service, it pointed out, the
task has been set of strengthening
prophilactic work, of screening and
diagnostication of the population and
of raising the level of medical treat-
ment and services.

The 9th Congress of the Party raised
forcibly the need for strengthening
our work and raising its qualily es-
pecially through the periodical check-
-up, screening and diagnostication of
various diseases. Our health service,
with its present human and material
potential, is in a position to turn its
attention towards the hesdlthy part
of the population, in order to check
up, follow and keep under control its
condition and to detect diseases in
their early stages in which medica-
tion is much more effective, cheaper
and drastically lowers the temporary
inability for work and invalidity. This
work requires strict scientific disci-
pline in methods of operation and ap-
plication, that is, it constitutes tasks
of a purely practical, scientific and
prophilactic character.

Nowadays every single clinic has
the material conditions to determine,
to direct from the methodical and
scientific aspect and to control from
the organizational and technical as-
pect the work for the "mass scree-
ning and for the creation of the dis-
pensary system for the problem di-
seases which affect larger sections of
the population, in the cl_inical servi.ce
which it covers, thus gradually increa-
sing the range of diseases that can
be screened today.

From the earliest stage of the fight
against diseases,
syphilis and the contageous epide-
mic diseases were totally conquered,
when tuberculosis was greatly redu-
ced in its spread and structure, our
health service assumed its prophilac-
tic physiognomy. Which very soon be-
came its main feature and its fore-
most direction.

The task set by the 9th Congress
of the Party for ensuring the drin-
king water in abundance for all the

when malaria and

villages and inhabited centres of the
country, has in its essence a prophi-
lactic and hygienic character. In this
background it is part of the actions
for the further improvement of the
hygienic conditions and" the sanitary-
epidemiological situation of the coun-
tryv, thus creating the necessary con-
ditions for ensuring healthy working
and living surroundings and for avoi-
ding the possibilities of the develop-
ment of pathogenic factors of their
harmful manifestation and operation.

Succes in all this work, accompa-
nied also with vaccination and con-
trol through vaccination of a series
of contageous diseases, has now
brought to the fore the problem of
tackling the uncontageous diseases. An
important role in early detection of
uncontageous diseases, in their treat-
ment in dispanseries and in the de-
termination of the causes which foster
and favour them, is played by
the system of mass screening and dis-
pensary organized on ' scientific bases,
in which the determination of popu-
Jation groups with a high risk index
for given diseases is of primary im-

. portance.

In the continuous improvement of
the prophilactic character of our
health service we always bear in

mind the teachings of Comrade Enver
Hoxha, who has said:’

«When we speak of prophilaxis we
always have in mind the need of
adopting all the necessary practical
and scientific measures in order to
avoid diseases and to assist the nor-
mal development of the human or-
ganism in all the stages of life, be-
ginning from the moment when it is
conceived, then after childbirth, du-
ring the period of infancy, in youth,
in maturity and in old age, until
death, For each, one of these stages
there is a respective prophilaxis. In
each period of the life of man there
exist all sorts of dangers which as-
sail the organism and affect especial-
ly scme of its main organs, the wea-
kening of which has a great influence
‘'on the rest of the body and hastens
the process, of its physical wear.»4

As a result, the concept of prophi-
laxis has become firmly rooted as a
guide - for action also in the other so-
cial and economic sectors which have
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a direct or indirect bearing on the li-
velihood of the people.

Prophilaxis, in our opinion, implies
not only the prevention of the mani-
festation of disease and the protection
of people’s health, in general; in es-
sence this is the first element of it
and an important one at that, it is
considered and described as the pri-
mary prophilaxis. However, just as
important as this is the other breach,
considered and described as the se- .,
condary prophilaxis, which is aimed
at preventing complications due to al-
ready manifested diseases and the
many different results which they may
give rise to. These two kinds of pro-
philaxes can be seen in the practical
activity and in the system of scree-
ning and dispensary, which is expre-
ssed in the work to detect desease in
the earliest stage. In these conditions,
secondary prophilaxis assumes impor-
tant concrete values because it avoids
prolonged inability and invalidity,
isolation of the people from the so-
cial life and premature death,

In this field, despite the great im-
provement made so far, our medicine
has still much to do. Therefore, a se-
ries of measures have been adopted,
which are nothing but efforts of the
working people of the sector of health
service to implement the directives
of the 9th Congress of the PLA about
these problems.

Although the basis of health service
in our country, as elsewhere in the
world, is always the general practi-
tioner, it is logical that the scienti-
fic application of the policy of the
Party in the field of health service
has dictated, and will dictate in the
future, too, the creation of speciali-
ties and’ specialized services, medical
and scientific institutions, clinics,
wards, cabinets and laboratories with
a definite profile, and equipped with
the modern know-how. But all this
specialized network, with the kind
of the health organization we have,
does not work as a detached body;
the specialized services, whether in
clinics or laboratories, etc., have bzen
wholy integrated into our” health ser-
vice and have been so conceived as
to function in all their activities as a
single service for the whole country,
in"a service in which each link has its
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own specific organizational and techni-
cal duties and responsabilities for the
advance of work in that speciality in
all the subsequent links of the sys-
tem down to the village health cen-
tre. This means that the essence of
the concept of organization of our
health service consists in the close
connection between the general prac-
titioner and the specialist, in the uni-
fication of the hospital and outpatient
service, in the responsability «f the
more specialized link of the system
for the progress of the work in all
the service -which it covers down to
the basic link of the health service
in the village level,

This organization has made it pos-
sible for diagnostication, and treat-
ment to be carried out on the basis
of a series of tests, methods, and pat-
terns which precede the former and
create the conditions for their pro-
found theoretical understanding, sci-
entific experimentation and creative
applieation, not infrequently accompa-
nied with scientifically based modi-
fications and alterations. The list of
such activities is long and grows lon-
ger with each passing dayv, from bio-
chemical micro-methods to the new
immunological and genetic considera-
tions, from the radioisotopic examina-})
tions to haemodynamic examinations,
from operations on the delicate areas
of the brain and on hypophysis to
artificial heart valves, from the tran-
splantation of the cornea to the re-
constructive operations of joints, etc.
A commendable work in this direc-
tion is done in the districts, too.

The Albanian medical science today
has created its own physiognomy, the
voice of our specialists is heard and
valued even in European and inter-
national scientific events, in which
they compare with scientific dignity
and to the standards of European and
world experience,

The unification of the hospital and
outpatient clinic services has ensured,

and in the future, ‘with the meusures
adopted will ensure better still,
the technical management of the
ambulatory service, combined with
the hospital service. The best phy-
sicians and specialists of our hospi-
tals work some hours in the out-
patient clinics of the towns and sol-
ve difficult problems on the spot.
This will” be further improved with
the qualitative uplift of the medical
cadres, both specialists and general
practitioners.

The great work which is done in
our health institutions would have
remained something of little effect
were it not accompanied with a
broad programmed work for the unin-
terrupted qualificaticn of the cadres
with higher and medium education.
In this uninterrupted system of quali-
fication, the main role is played by
the university clinics and services and,
next, hv the wards of the central hos-
pitals in the districts.

The university clinics and services
today are fully in a position to carry
out the training of specialists in all
the main specialities. The qualifica-
tion of cadres is further completed
with training courses in specialized
profiles, and further studies abroad.
The medical post-university medical
education in recent years has become
a real schotl, complete with well-
-studied programmes.

The concept about the responsibility
of the university clinics and services
i becoming rooted and growing into
a tradition as regards their work in
the medical disciplines which they
cover in the district health institu-
tions and the responsability of the la-
ter for the work of the district in-
stitutions down to the village health
centre. Th2 central hospital clinics
of Tirana and the wards of the dis-
trict hospitals have transformed the
clinical hospitals and the hospitals
in the districts into centres of medical
research and treatment, qualification,
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and education, thug breaking out of .
their traditional hospital boundaries

in a programmed manner, bearing full

responsability before the state.

Likewise, the concept of the res-
ponsability of the personnel with hig-
her education for the progress of
work in all the links of the health
service for the quality of the work
done by the medical cadres with
medium schooling is being firmly
consolidated and becoming a tradition.

In this manner, the entire network
of health service of the country has
been transformed into a constant.
school, in which the whole medical
personnel is uninterruptedly quali-
fied according to definite programmes.

This school is gradually including
in itself also the patients who are
taught to become conscious of the
need of collaborating rgore closely
with the physicians about their state
of health, aboat their regular check-
-up.

The health service workers will al-
ways cherish the sacred behest of
Comrade Enver Hoxha: «The minds,
the hearts, and the eyes of the phy-
sicians should always be turned tn
the man. whn‘ wants to live and work
happily and joyvfully.»5

The perspective is brilliant but not
easy to achieve, it requires still more
toil, though now we have a good
experience and, as always, we have,
the Party which assists us, encourages

"us and supports us with boldness and

optimism to overcome all the diffi-
culties.

1 «Clés pour une strategie nouvelle
de developpement», Les Editions
ouvrieres — UNESCO, Paris 1984,
pPp. 62-69. :

2 Ramiz Alia, Speeches and Conver-
sations. 1985, p. 203. .

3 Ibdem, vol. I, 1988, pp. 214-205.

4 Enver Hoxha, «Reports and Spe-
ches, 1970-1971, pp. 202-203.

5 Ibider, p. 196.
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ELATIONS

N by HEKURAN MARA

Socialism represents the first order in the history of mankind which gua-
rantees real social justice in the field of distribution, which frees the wor-
kers from exploitation of man by man, from the rules and norms impo-
sed and dictated by capital and the law of profits for the distribution
of the social product in the market economy

IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE MAJOR PROGR'A:\"I OF DEVELOPMENT
OF THE ECONOMY AND CULTURE DURING THE 8TH FIVE-YEAR PLAN
(1986-1990), THE 9TH CONGRESS OF THE PARTY SET THE TASK THAT

THE DEVELOPMENT OF

THE PRODUCTIVE FORCES SHOULD BE AC-

COMPANIED WITH THE PERFECTING OF THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF
THE SOCIALIST RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION. THIS TASK IS NOT RAI-
SED NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A NEW
ORIENTATION. ON THE CONTRARY, IT IS PROOF OF THE MARXIST-LE-
NINIST CONTINUITY IN THE SOCIAL AND &CONOMIC LINE AND POLICY
OF OUR PARTY, WHICH IT HAS PURSUED WITH LOYALTY OVER THIS
QUESTION THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF SO-
CIALISM IN ALBANIA. COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA POINTED OUT AT THE
9TH CONGRESS OF THE PARTY: «OUR PARTY HAS ALWAYS BEEN CA-
REFUL TO ENSURE THAT THE QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE DE-
VELOPMENT OF PRODUCTIVE FORCES IS ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPRO-
VEMENT OF VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION.»!

The ideological and  theoretical
scientific forecast of Marx and En-
gels that socialism represents the first
proper - stage indispensable for the
communist mode of production was
proved with complete accuracy also
in the historical and social practice
of the proletarian revolution. It has
always heen proved that ‘socialism,
as the unavoidable phase of commu-
nism, has its own essential political
and social features. They have ‘in
themselves such features as the level
of the development of productive for-
Prof. HEKURAN MARA — Vice-pre-

sident of the Academy of Sciences of
the PSRA

ces, the system of the relations of
production, the political system (the
dictatorship of the proletariat), and
the social and class structure of the
society. X

After the conclusion of this stage,
which is called the stage of the con-
struction of the base ~f socialism, the
relations in production and the other
relations of the superstructure in so-
cialism now become the main source
of the reproductibn. consolidation and
progress of socialism, the deepening
of social justice and equalities which
it guarantees.

The preservation on sound Marxist-
Leninist basis of the real socialist
contents and nature of these-relations
in the field of the economy and the
superstruciure constitutes the decisive
condition for

socialism to develop

tion.

higher and higher on the correct
road, for avoiding any danger of its
degeneration and the creation of the
ground and possibilities for a return
to the old social order, as occurred
in the Soviet Union and the other
former socialist countries, in which
capitalism has now bheen restored.
The socialist relations of production,
or as thev are otherwise called the
economic relations, are the social
forms in which the productive for-
ces manifest themselves. Therefore.
any . change, any quantitative and
qualitative development in the pro-
ductive forces, in general, or in their
various elements, Marxism-Leninism
teaches us, should find its respective
refleciion also on the specific aspects
of the socialist relations of produc- .
Even though thev are partial
aspects, and in a given moment theyv
may seem unimportant and without
any considerable weight in the whole
system of the sgocialist relations of
production, they have their impor-
tance because they create a free
field and greater scope for the de-
velopment of the productive forces,
impart greater dynamics to them, es-
pecially to the elements that combine
to form it on a national scale, to the .
branches and sectors of the economy,
thus opening the road to more ad- .
vanced processes of development.
-The perfecting of the special as-
peets of socialist relations of produc-
tion is accomplished in a conscious,
organized and guided manner by the .
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Party of the working class and by the
socialist state of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. It is achieved through
roads, methods and forms which are
characteristic of socialism, and which
have their source in the Marxist-Le-
ninist ideology and derive from
the objective economic laws and prin-
ciples of socialism, from the line and
the policy of the Party for the conso-
lidation and development of the who-
le social order.

Relying on the dialectics of the
building and development of socia-
lism. we can say that the system of
the socialist relations of production
includes the following decisive fields
of the economic activity: a). the so-
" cial ownership of the means of pro-
duction in both its forms; b) the place
which the workers occupy in the
social production; c- the form of or-
ganization and management of the
means of production and the whole
social product, d) the character of ab—
propriation and distribution of the
product created anew; e) the form
of exchange and circulation " of the
social product.

The whole of this system of socia-
list relations of production has in its

foundations the social ownership of

the means of production which con-
stitutes the very core of this system.
On the basis of the existence of so-
cial ownership of the means of pro-
duction it is possible to achieve the
liquidation of the exploitation of man
by man, to realize the social equa-
lity among the working people, to
place the general interest of society
above the narrow interest of the in-
dividual. - .

The social relations of production
are manifested, first of all, as rela-
tions of economic interests between
the society, the col]ective’and the in-
dividual.

The socialist social ownership of
the means of production and the
entire  systtm of the socialist rela-
tions of production create the basis
and the objective possibilities for
these interests to be correctly har-
monized among themselves. However,
experience and practice show that ‘in
the process of the accomplishment
of the relations of production in all
fields involved, the subjective acti-

“adequately and

vity of the working people and their
individual interests cannot be always
and in every instance absolutely har-
monized and coinciding with the so-
cial interests. Hence, the possibility
exists that even socialism may give
birth to the emergence of non-an-
tagonistic, partial and temporary, con-
tradictions between the interests of
the society and those of the indivi-
dual, but which the society can solve
correctly and in the appropriate
time.

The objective economic and social
contents of the socialist ‘relations of
production is expressed . in the -con-
crete economic activity of the working
people, in the economic policy and in
the whole activity of the state for
the regulated and planned organiza-
tion and management of the economy.
After going through the filtre of the
subjective consciousness, this content
is put into practice, in daily life,
through the juridical legislation co-
vering the field of the economy.

The economic legislation is made
by the man and it is the man who
puts it into practice. Therefore, the
clearer is the man politically and
ideologically, the more and the bet-

“ter he knows the requirements of

much more
accurately will the
economic legislation reflect the real
contents of the socialist relations of
production.

the economic objectives, so

Since the relations of ownership
constitute the basis of the socialist

‘relations of production as a whole and

play a decisive rgle in them, when
it comes to perfecting the socialist
relations of production, the relations
of ownership of the means of pro-
duction gain priority of place. This is
precisely the reason why Comrade
Enver Hoxha has pointed out that
«..socialist labour and ownership are
the two major pillars on which the
dsvelopment of the economy, the whole
life of the country, and its present
and future relv.»2

The Party of Labour of Albania
has pursued a consistent ecénomic

production.
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policy and line over this cardinal
question. It has always aimed at
ensuring that the social character of
the objects of work and the appro-
priation of the final product should
develop in step with the forces of
production; that both forms of pro-
perty (the state property and the
cooperativist property) should develop
ceaselessly; that the gradual rappro-
chement of the cooperativist property
with the property of the whole peo-
ple should continue, by creating the
respective conditions for the transi-
tion to the single form of the socia-
list social property. This line and
this policy are the fundamental chara-
cteristic of the tasks set by the 9th
Congress of the PLA for the perfec-
lion of the relations of social owner-
ship.

In the framework of the existance
of two forms of socialist property,
the state property constitutes the ba-
se of the development of the whole

- social life of the country, determines

the possibilities and limits of the
reproduction and perfecting of the
whole system of socialist relations of
In 1975, the state pro-
perty constituted ahout 70 per cent of
the~nationa! wealth created by human
labour, and accounted for over 83
per cent of the fundamental funds
of the: national economy, In 1985,
about 90 per cent of the total social
product and about 715 per cent of
the national income were created in
the state sector.

The first factor, from which the
increase in the total volume of the
social product will' depend, remains
the increase of effectiveness in the
exploitation of the existing produc-
tive fundamental funds which  have
been created in the period of the
consfruction of socialism. With the
existing productive fundamental funds
in industry it is envisaged to cope
with 74 per cent of the increase in
the total production envisaged for
the period of the 8th Five-year Plan.
This -is, also, the most important field
in which the operation of such sub-
jective factors as the socialist stand
of the working people towards the
social, property, the strengthening. of
the property and its good administra-
tion, the struggle against damage and
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misuse of it, the perfecting of orga-
nization and management in the re-
lations of property, the savings in
the social labour, ete., must manifest
themselves with a greater strength
and a new quality.

The second factor, -which will lead
to the increase in the total volume
of the gsocial product, are the new
productive fundamental funds which
wil be created from the use of fu-
‘ndamental funds. In the course of
the. 8th Five-year Plan, these funds
are envisaged to reach up to 24 bi-
Ilion and 450 million leks.

The third factor, which will ac-
company the intensive and extensive
development" of the state property
and wiN exert its influence on the
increase in the volume of total social
product, is the change that will be
made in the volume and structure
of the productive fundamental funds
for industry. In 1990 the productive
fundamental funds for industry will
represent over half the total sum of
productive fundamental funds which
are state property. Along with this,
improvements will be made within
the technological structure of the fu-
ndamental funds for industry, the
most active part of which, consisting
of machinery and equipment, will
occupy about 45 per cent in the end
of the five-year plan. These changes
which are made in the volume and

in the structure of the state property"

in industry serve to extend the pos-
sibilities for the reproduction of the
objects of the socialist state property
to be carried out in future on a lar-
ger scale relying on the material-
technical base of the country and at
a2 more advanced technical and tech-
nological level. .

The fundamental characteristic of
the material-technical base created,
which is socialist state property, is
that today it is exploited in its full
.capacity. However, in this direction,
problems emerge time and again
which must be solved. There are spe-
cial machines and ' equipment, made
at home or imported, which remain
idle for a very long time. There are
also problems arising from the failure
to  fully exploit productive ca-
pacities, for objective and subjective
reasons, both on the new projects

and on those under construction. In
some instances, the existing produc-
tive capacities or part of them must
be extended, modernized and comple-
ted with contemporary technology in
order to achieve the more complex
and thorough processing of the natu-
ral wealth of the country and to in-
crease their effectiveness. Indeed, this
is the main aim, and this will be
achieved during the 8th Five-year
Plan with the reconstruction envisa-
ged for scores of the existing facto-
ries and plants.

During the 8th Five-year Plan,
the cooperativist property, too, as a
constituent and inseparable part of
the socialist social property, will un-
dergo quantitative and qualitative
changes. Its existence in the condi-
tions of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and the state socialist property
enable it to develop and grow unin-
terruptedly and consolidate all the
features of the property of the whole
people. Our experience has shown
that this process.. «should be con-
ducted in such a manner as to ex-
tend the sphere of the relations of the

state property and to narrow the

sphere - of the relations of the coope-

_ rativist property gradually.»?

The cooperativist property still re-
tains in itself,. and will do so for a
long time, great possibilities for en-
couraging the intensive and extensive
development of the productive forces
in agriculture, the increase in the ag-
ricultural production; securing on this
basis the improvement of the well-
-being of the cooperativists. During
the  8th Five-year Plan these possi-
bilitiles will be further increased
through the work and the accumula-
tion of the cooperativist peasantry
itself from this work, as well as
with a greater' aid on the part of
the socialist state. Close to 7 billion
and 700 million leks will be inves-
ted in the development of agriculture,
whereas the total agricultural produc-
tion for the current five-year plan
will increased by 35-37 per cent. The
property of the group, also, will be
strengthened by increasing the in-
fluence of various factors, especially
by placing industry better in the ser-
vice of agriculture,
plains zone which is being intensi-

<

extending the
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fied with priority, increasing the nu-
mber of coopertives with a livestock-
~-farming direction in the mountainous
zones, etc. The entire process of the
strengthening of the cooperativist pro-
perty will help to narrow distinctions
between the plains zone and the
hilly-mountainous zones, as well as to
better fulfil the needs for food pro-
ducts of the cooperativists and twon
workers.

A new, original and innovatory
form of the qualitative development
of the cooperativist property on the
basis of perfecting the property of the
group are the higher-type cooperati-
ves, which were set up according to
the teachings of the Party and the
orientations of Comrade Enver Hoxha. -
These cooperatives today have exten-
ded in most of the districts of the
country, especially in the plains zone;
they occupy a surface of arable land
totalling 186 thousand hectares, or 57
per cent of the arable land of the
plains zone of the country and pro-
duce about 45 per cent of the total
fund -of accumulation of the agricul>
tural cooperatives. Data over many
vears . show that the higher-type coo-
peratives create some superiorities
and have achieved better economic and
financial results than the ordinary
cooperatives. They are very close to
the state farms in many economic
respects, therefore every possibility
exists for the rest of the. ordinary
agricultural cooperatives, especially
those of the zone, which is included
in the priority intensification, to fo-
llow on this road.

The experience gained so far
shows also that the most important
element in the combination of the
relations between the property of the
group and the state property within
the higher-type cooperatives remains
the state participation with non-re-
turnable means for investments in
the productive funds of these coo-
peratives and for means ,of circula-
tion. This is an indispensable mea-
sure and an important factor both
for the increase of ‘the degree of the
intensification of  agricultural pro-
duction - and for the increase of its
volume on this basis, as well as for
the preparation of the economic and
social conditions needed for gradually.
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turning the group property into the
property of the whole society in a
natural manner. This is the reason
why, during the 8th Five-year Plan,
along with the increase in the nu-
mber of higher-type cooperatives
and the extension of the zone of
priority intensification, the state par-
ticipation with non-returnable means
in the productive funds of the coo-
peratives is envisaged to increase.
The task is set that the mechanism
of state participation with non-re-
turnable means is to be further im-
proved so as to make it more dyna-
mic and such as to encourage the
cooperatives to further increase pro-
duction and consequently the income
for themselves and for society, by
avoiding manifestation of self-isola-
tion. At the same time, it is required
that in the cooperatives in which the
state participates with non-returnab-
le means we must find and apply
more and more different forms of
organization and management and
"discover more elements of the socia-
list distribution which are applied in
“and are characteristic of the state
property.

A new element which has emer-
ged recently in the practice of the
cooperativist property are the small
herds of animals (mainly cattie and
sheep) created in the brigedes from
the cooperativists’ household animal.
The spread of this element in all the
cooperatives of the country will help
to further strengthen the cooperati-
vist property, by ensuring a more
thorough exploitation of all the pos-
sibilities for the extensive develop-
ment of livestock-farming, a
which will certainly lead to the more
rapid increase in the livestoek and
dairv products destined fo supply the
needs of the cooperativist peasantry.
The accomplishment of the task set
for fulfilling the needs of the coope-
rativist peasantry with milk within
the year 1988 will bring about the
improvement of the supplies of milk
snd milk products from the concen-
trated herds of the agriculttiral coc-
peratives for the town working peo-
ple. . .

The improvement of the socialist
relations in the rural area is assis-
ted by the correct implementation of

thing .

the line and policy the Party has de-
fined for the futiure of the coopera-
tivists' personal plot. For this purpose,
work will proceed in two main di-
rections: first, to increase the coo-
perativists’ income from the collec-
tive economy; and second, to increase
the agricultural and livestock produc-
tion in the personal plot to the ex-
tent that the needs for the coopera-
tivist peasantry are fulfilled. The task
for the present is that the cooperati-
vists’ personal plot must be used ex-
clusively for the fulfilment of the
needs of the cooperativist families
for agricultural products and, where
the joint herds from personal lives-
tock of the peasants have not yet
been formed, to extend the fodder
base of the personal livestock of the
cooperati‘irists. About the animals of
the collective herds, the. main task
remains to ensure the highest yields
of them, and when they reach the ti-
me for ‘slaughter. measures should
be taken in advance to ensure that
they are replaced, so as not to allow
the reduction of the number of ani-
mals in the concentrated herds of
the cooperative.

Since the working masses are pro-
claimed by the state as inalienable
possessors of the means of production
and all other social property, and
for them to have this position also
from the economic, aspect, they must
participate in the administration and
use of the property by increasing the
degree of their responsability for the

results achieved from its use. There-

fore, the problems which have to do
with the organization and manage-
ment- of the means of production

and the whole of the ‘social produc-.

tion, with the place which the wor-
king people occupy in the process of
production, constitute a specific field
in the socialist relations of produc-

tion. The historical experience of the

construction of socialism . in our
country shows that the need arises
and the material and subjective co-
nditions are created for perfecting
the forms of organization and mana-

.a given
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gementi of thc economy in conformi-
ty with the, dynamic development of
the productive forces, with the higher
political, ideological, cultural and pro-
{fessional level of the working peo-
ple, with the experience gained for
the organization and ' management
of the socialist pruduction.

The functioning, movement and de-
velopment of the socialist economy is
characterized by the form of organi-
zation realized under a unified, ge-
neral and centralized state plan. The
preservation of , this general form of
functioning is a decisive question of
principled importance for avoiding
the degeneration of the socialist eco-
nomy into the capitalist market eco-
nomy, as accurred in the countries
where the re\:isionists are in power.
Therefore, when the task of impro-
ving the organization of our socialist
economy is raised. the first problem
that must be considered is that of
perfecting some aspects, norms and
rules which exist, and which have
to do with the drafting and imple-
mentation of plans of the develop-
ment of the economy on a national
scale, or on a branch, district, enter-
prise, cooperative, sector, department
and brigade level. .

The drafting and implementation
of the plan is part of the subjective .
activity of the working people. It
relies on their relative knowledge of
reality in time and space,
therefore it cannot be absolutely fla-
wless. To admit this does not, in
any way. question the truth that the
planned development of the socialist
economy is an objective necessity.
In this meaning, the drafting and
execution of the plan- reflects the
accuracy of the knowledge of the
requirements of the economic laws
of socialism and of the economic
and social policy of the Party, which
relies on these laws, of the know-
ledge of the other laws of science
and technique. The complete maste-
ring of this knowledge in depth by
the organs eof the Party, the state
and the economy, by leading cadres,
by the engineering-technical specia-
lists and economists, by all the wor-
king people, is a primary demand,
a must, in. order to achieve a most
realistic, scientific and mobilizing
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plan. Everything which has to do with
planning must go through the test of
practice, must be confronted with
the results achieved and those to be
acHieved and. on the basis of prac-
tice, must be further enriched and
perfected.

A perfect planning cannot be achie-
ved without knowing and using the
contemporary methods of balance,
norms, analysis, ete.,
vely and with greater effectiveness,
without relying on the possibilities
which the modern means of informa-
tion science, the computers and data
bank processing create now. Using
these means creates real possibilities
for the plans of economic develop-
ment to be drafted, in all their levels
and through all their links, in many
different variants with the aim of se-
lecting the best variants which ensures
the biggest increase in the national
income, accumulation and consump-
tion. '

Our economy is run according to
the principle of democratic centra-
lism, which combines in a harmo-
nious -manner the state management
centralized from above with demo-
cracy, with the participation of the
grassroots and the masses from be-
low; combhines the genergl
of the whole nation with the partial
interests of the branch, the sector, the
district, the enterprise or the agri-
cultural cooperative; combines rights
with obligations and responsabilities.

The general interest of the econo-

my rules out the absolute . indepen-

dence of the enterprise, but this does
not exclude its relative independen-
ce (the initiative and responsability
of the collectivé, its- operative actions,
etc., etc). Socialism is opposed to
both bureaucratic centralism and to
turning state enterprises into inde-
pendent owners of the means of pro-
duction, which leads to capitalism,
to anarchy and to. the desintegration
of the state power. The consistent
preservaiion. and implementation of
the political, economic and social con-
tents of democratic centralism is a
principl.ed question of decisive im-
portance to bar the road to the anar-
cho-syndicalist, = «self-administrative»
tvpe of management, or to the mana-
gement of the economy which is ba-

more extensi-

the present and the

interest

sed on Lhe complete f{rcedom of the
market, To find the most appropriate
forms and methods and the most ef-
ficient ways for the harmonization
of cenfralized management with re-
volutionary initiative and enterprise
from the base, this is one of the
main task set by the 9th Congress

of the PLA for the perfecting of the-

relations of production in the field of
the ‘management of the economy. "

The centralized management of the
economy is an order and an instruc-
tion of the state; it means political
authority and a legal obligation that
the decisions of the supreme state
and economic organs should be exe-
cuted by the lower organs; it also
implies juridical, material and moral
obligation of everyone to execute
them. )

Centralism is realized through ad-
ministrative and economic methods.
The use of the one or the other me-
thod depends on the degree of de-
velopment of the socialist economy,
the relations among different bran-
ches and the degree of. their inte-
gration, etc. Centralism is neccesary
in order to solve major problems of
perspective,
which are connected with the struc-
ture of the economy, with the pro-
portions and rates of its development,
with the division of the overall pro-
duction into the fund of consumption
and the fund of accumulation. In
short, it must solve all those problems
which have to do with the macro-
-economic harmonization and dyna-
mics, with the process of their ma-
terialization in practice.

Our centralism is democratic; it
cannot be conceived or realized
without the active participation ‘- of
the masses, without the relative in-
dependence of the enterprise and the
agricultural cooperative, without ini-
tiative and enterprising spirit of the
working people and without their
concern for the accomplishment of
the tasks set in the state plan. No
one should think that the state and
economic organs, charged with -the
enactment of the centralized mana-
gement of the socialist property, de-
fend only the interests of the society,
and least of all. that this is always
achieved with automatic accuracy in
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every instance. No, they take inlo
consideration also the narrow inte-
rests of the department and sector,
the branch or the district, the enter-
prise and the agricultural cooperati-
ve, too. Hence emerges the need that
the society must exert a realistic con-
trol on the organs of the state and
the economy which are charged with
the centralized management of the
socialist property, so that the interests
of the department, the branch, the
district, the enterprise or the coope-
rative should not override the inte-
rests of the society. Seen from this
angle, Lenin’s orientation and insis-
tence that the administration -and
managements of the socialist economy
should be qualified not only to act in
the interests of the working people,
but also should use the working peo-
ple to act as an intermediary in im-
plementing socialist democracy, which
cannot be replaced by anything else,
has a great significance even today.

It is a great merit of our Party
that it has considered both sides of
the question, centralism and democ-

‘racy, always in their unity, that it

has fought both against exaggerated
centralism and against liberalism, co-
rrectly defining the limits of centra-
lization and the range of the line of
the masses in the management of the
economv. These limits are expresscd,
as is known, in the rights of deci-
sion-making and the approval of the
economic, technical and financial in-
dices, in determining the volume and
assortment of production, the fund
of wages, the size of investments,
the material-technical supplies, the
manner of the distribution of the
final product and the other indices of
the state plan.

* *

The degree of the fulfilment of the
material and cultural needs of the
people is not something unalterable
given once and for good. In the first
place, it depends on the size of the
total social production and the kind
of relations of distribution. This isan
axiom which remains valid for any
social order and for any time. In
this ‘meaning socialism represents the
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first order in the history of man-
kind which guarantees real social
justice in the field of distribution,
which frees the "workers from ex-
ploitation of man by man, from the
rules and norms imposed and dicta-
ted bv ecapital and the law of profit
in the market economy for the distri-
bution of "the social product.

Distribution according to the amount
of work done is a major political,
ideological and social victory socialism
has achieved in our country, because
the economic relations, which prevail
in this, «..are questions of vital im-
portance to the development of the
economy. to the very life of the wor-
king people. They have a far-reaching
ideological, political, economic and so-
cial significance and content and are
not just administrative and technical
matters.»+t

The policy of the PLA has always
aimed at ensuring that the relations
of distribution, in conformity with
the requirements of the respective
eccnomic law, should be such as to
stimulate the increase of the social

product, to.improve quality of pro- .

duction to reduce the amount of
work expended per unit of produc-
tion; to ensure that the relations of
production help to strengthen the social
character of appropriation, harmoni-
ze the distribution and redistribution
of the national income among the
different classes, branches and sectors
of the economyv, narrow the distin-
cticns in the incomes among classes
and groups within classes, enhance so-
cial control on the amount of work
and consumption, etc. These are the
main directions which circumscribe
thes framework within which the
relations of distributiorr will be fur-
ther perfected on sound Marxist-Le-
ninist bases during the 8th Five-year
Plan.

As is known, the relations of dis-
tribution comprise the distribution of
the product for oneself and that of
the product for the society. There-
fore, in the process of their realiza-
tion two major funds, the fund of
consumption and the fund of accumu-
lation, are created in the national in-
come thus realized. <

The broadest, most sensitive and
susceptible factor within the relations

of distribution for the living and the
well-being of the working people is,
in the f{irst place, the remuneration
of work through pay. The 9th Con-
gress of the PLA put forward the
task that the relationship between
the pay and the quantity, quality and
expenditure of production should be
further extended and improved. The
measures adopted for this purpose hi-
therto have had a general positive
effect on’ stimulating the workers’ in-
lerest in the ever better accomplish-
ment of the planned tasks. However,
there are more problems which await
solution and which must be studied.
experimented on and genelized on the
basis of concrete results in their ap-
plication in practice.

An important measure to perfect
the remuneration of work in the ag-
ricultural cooperatives is the repla-
cement of the workday by the pay
according to the work to norms. This
must be applied in each cooperative
which has achieved enough stability
in the increase of production and in-
come and which have created reser-
ves of wages funds sufficient to co-
ver the needs of the cooperativist
for advance payment. A possible mea-
sure for the perfecting of the rela-
tions of ownership in distribution in
the agricutural cooperatives is also
the increase in tHe amount of advan-

ce pavment for work -done by the

cooperativists during the year, with
the purpose to encourage them to
show greater interest in the accompli-
shment of all the tasks of the plan
rhythmieally and on all fronts.

In order to stimulate the efforts
of the working people for the over-
fulfilment of the tasks of the plan
and the assess the results more tho-
roughly, the 9th Congress of the Par-
ty put forward the task of enhancing
the role of the material incentives,
while preserving the priority of moral
incentives, for this purpose. Comrade
Ramiz Alia pointed out at the 9th
Congress of the PLA: «Work with
high quality, productivity and saving
must by encouraged and valued hig-
her, not onlyv morally but also ma-
terially.»% .Material incentives must
be usod ‘cspecislly in those collecti-
ves and for those individuals who
overfulfil the tasks of the plan, who
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make inventions, rationalizations, and
who increase accumulation, etc.

In order to apply the policy of the
Party on incentives, the decision has
been taken to give additional com-
pensation above the pay to the mana-
gement, to the technical, administra-
tive and executive staff in the extra-
ction of oil, chromium, copper and
coal, to those working in the enginee-
ring industry, in the textile mills,
in the factories of the enrichment of
chromium and copper, in the plants
for the smelting of minerals, in the
food-stuffs industry, etc. For each in-
stance, the decision stipulates the con-
ditions required for all those who
should benefit from bonuses and com-
pensation  plus the pay, and how
much. The better use of the material
incentives will bhe accomp}anied with
the increase in the size of the spe-
cial fund of the enterprises, amoun-
ting to 2 per cent of the wages funds,
and with the increase in the part
of this fund which will be used for
special compensation up to 60 per
cent of the pay.

An important field of interest in
the relations of distribution is the
funds of social consumption.- The for-
mation and utilization of these funds
should play an ever greater role in
the extension and strengthening of
the free systems of education, cul-
ture, health services and social in-
surances: in the improvement of the
conditions of the workers’ rest, in
softening the objectively unavoidable
distinctions in socialism, which have
to do with the material condition of
individuals and families, in levelling
the social and economic conditions of
children's education, in the develop-
ment of science, and so on. In all
these complex directions which are
comprised in the relations of distri-
bution of the fund of social consum-
ption, an ever increasing part of this

fund is used on pensions, about which

problems have arisen, which must be
studied and solved (such as, for exa-
mple, the age of retiremecnt on pen-
sion in various branches of the eco-
nomy, retirement for special social
and professional activities, the ratio
between the maximum and minimum
pensions,w ete.).
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The -objective existence of the so-
cial division of labour between dif-
ferent branches ol the socialist eco-
nomy and within them, and the dee-
pening of its objective character
which expresses the degree of the
development of the productive forces,
raises the absolute need for the cir-
culation (movement) of products from
one branch to the other, from. the
sphere of production to the sphere of
consumption, This is the ground from
which the special relations of pro-
duction arise and which are known
as the relations of exchange. Because
of the existence of two forms of the
socialist property, part of the products
are converted into commodities and
are exchanged and circulated in the
form of commodities, while the re-
mainder assumes only the form of
commodity and is exchanged and cir-
culated with the intermediary of the
commodity-money relations. The so-
cialist nature of the production of
products and commodities determines
the nature of their exchange and cir-
culation, both within each form of
the social property and between the
state property and the cooperativist
property. .

The most' characteristic feature of
the relations of exchange between
city and the rural area today consists
in the fact that, along with the or1-
dinary exchange of agricultural pro-
ducts for industrial commodities of
mass consumption, there is an ever
greater increase in the role and
weight of exchanges in the fulfilment

_of the needs of extended reproduc-

tion in agriculture with means of
production from industry. In this fra-
mework, the state is participating mo-
re and more extensively with non-
returnable means in the productive
funds of the cooperative, which. fur-
ther emphasize the combination of
the state property with the cooperati-
vist property, which finally leads to
the restriction of the purchase and
sale of commodities destined for pro-
ductive consumption by the agricul-
tural cooperative,

Returning to the complex relations
of exchange between the state and

the agricultural cooperatives, the 9th
Congress of the Party emphasized
that the manner of procurement, pur-
chase, preservation, and processing of
bread grain and other massive agri-
cultural products, especially, must be
further improved through the reduc-
tion of the links in this process. All
these products do not constitute an

object of sale or purchase in the free .

market. They circulate on the basis

‘of a state plan of the procurement

of products, and constitute one of the
forms of circulation of goods in so-
cialism. Therefore, massive agricultu-
ral products such as wheat, maize,
cotton, sunflower, etc., for example,
can be collected and fetched directly
from the fields, gathered up in spe-
cialized centres of collection and ma-
nipulation, by the state enterprises.
This practice has "been experimon-
ted in different regions with posi-
tive results.

Another major problem of many
-sided political, economic and social
contents in the field-of the relations
of exchange is the correct harmoni-
zation of the ratio of prices for agri-
cultural and livestock products pur-
chased by the state. Experience shows
that the planned mobility of prices
for these products has been such as
to ensure that the expenditure of
production is covered, and the net
income necessary for the agricultu-
ral cooperatives to cope with the
needs for the extended reproduction
within them has been guaranteed.
Proceeding on this tested road, mea-
sures have been .taken recently to
raise the prices for the procurement
and purchase of some agricultural
and livestock products with the aim
of adjusting, the levels of profitabi-

. lity between different products, of

stimulating the overfulfilment of
production plans, of improving qua-
lity and increasing early production.

In order to hasten the process of
narrowing the distinctions between
the ‘city and the rural area, so as to
ensure better communal and vital ser-
vices for the cooperativist peasantry,
the main activities connected with
these services and needs are envisa-
ged to be transferred from the de-
pendence of agricultural cooperative
to the state communal enterprises.
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The experience gained in the sector
of repairs and services may be used
also in other fields, wherever possi-

‘ple.

The perfecting of the relations of
exchange between the state and the
agricultural cooperatives should com-
prise also the improvement of trade
in the rural area, both of industrial
goods and of food-stuffs, while, at the
same time, increasing the amount of
supplies of these goods in conformity
with the purchasing power of the
cooperativist peasantrv. The basis to
attain this objective lies in the unin-
terrupted and stable increase of the
agricultural and livestock . products
by the cooperativist peasantry.

In order to conserve the true so-
cialist nature of the relations of pro-
duction and to improve some of its
aspects, the PLA has always follo-
wed a clear and correct Marxist-
-Leninist line. During the creative
implementation of this line, never se-
parating words from deeds in prac-
tice, the Partv has ensured that un-
shakeable continuity which has cha-
racterized the construction of socia-
lism in our country. This line and
this policy, which it has pursued
without vacillations, have been com-
pletely confirmed in the revolutionary
social prattice of our country and
has found broad support among the
working masses in city and coun-
tryside, among the working class, the
cooperativist peasantry and the - peo-
ple’s intelligentsia, which have al-
ways fought for their implementation
in  practice.

1. Ramiz Alia, Report to the 9th
Congress of the PLA, pp. 63-65.
2 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8§th
Congress of the PLA, p. 122.

3 Enver Hoxha, About the 7th Five-
-year Plan, p. 185

4 Enver Hoxha, Reports and Spee-

ches, 1972-1973, p. 104.

Ramiz Alia, Report to the 9th Con-

gress of the PLA, p. 85.
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THE MEETING OF MINISTERS FOR FOREIGN AFFA

The meeting of Ministers for Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan countries
held its proceedings from February
24-26, in the Sava Centre of Belgrade.
The méeting was attended by the de-
legation of the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania, headed by the mi-
nister for Foreign Affairs, Reis Ma-
lile; the delegation of the People’s Re-

public of Bulgaria, headed by the mi-

nister - for Foreign Affairs, Peter
Mladenov; the delegation of the Re-
public of Greece, headed by the mi-
. nister for Foreign Affairs, Carolos
Papoulias; the delegation of the So-
cialist Republic of Romania, headed
" by .the minister for Foreign Affairs,
Joan C. Totu; the delegation of the
Republic of Turkey, headed by the
minister for Foreign Affairs, Mesut
Jilmaz; and the delegation of the Fe-
derative Socialist Republic of Yugosla-
via, headed by the federative secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs, Budimir
Lonéar.

The meeting was declared opened
ty the federative secretary for Fo-
reign Affairs, Budimir Londcar. The
President of the Presidency of the
Federative Socialist Republic of Yu-
goslavia, Lazar Mojsov, greeted the
ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries, present at this
meeting. He wished that this meeting
should contribute to the improvement
of the relations of good meighbourhood
and the ﬁtrther development of reci-
procal collvtcration ir all fields in
which interests coincide.

The meeting approved the working
agenda. After the participants in the
meeting elected Budimir Lonéar as
chairman of the meeting in his qua-
lity as wminister for Foreign Affairs
of the host country, the ministers
for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
countries held their speeches.

The first to take the floor was
the minister for Foreign Affairs of
the PSR of Albania, Reis Malile.

Before the meeting, the Iministers
for Foreign Affairs of the partici-
pating countries were received by the
president of the Presidency of Yu-
gosldvia, Lazar Mojsov.

The chairman of the meeting in-
formed that the meeting of the mi-
nisters for Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries had received mes-
sages of greetings from the Presi-
dent of the Presidium of the Peo-
ple’s Assembly of the PSR of Alba-
nia. Ramiz Alia, from the General

Secretary of UNO, Peres De Quellar,

from the chairman of the State Council
of the PR of Bulgaria, Todor Zhiv-
kov, from the Prime minister of
Greece, Andreas Papandreou, and from
the president of the SR of Romania,
Nicolae Ceausescu.

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s message of
greeting says, among other things:

«The new socialist Albania has
been and is especially interested
that there should be peace and
understanding, stability and a
spirit of collaboration among the
peoples of the Balkan countries.
It considers the policy of good
neighbourhood as a constant
orientation in its relations with
all the Balkan countries.

«We believe that there will be
no lack of goodwill and wisdom
on the part of the Balkan coun-
tries to rise above the negative
factors, above the old mentali-
ties, and to march on the road
of freedom among the peoples,
toward the creation of a climate
of mutual trust and collaboration
of interests to everyone.

"«The peoples of the Balkans can
and must show that they are

in a position to live without fo- .

reign interference, that they
know how té recognize and de-
fend the supreme interests of the
freedom, independence and com-
pletz sovereignty of their coun-
tries. By saying this we do not
negate the need for friendship
and collaboration with the peo-
ples of Europe and the world
at large, too, but we emphasize
that these must be based on reci-
procal respect .and inspired by
the spirit of equality and the

interests of general peace and se-
curity.

«The People’s Socialist Repu-
blic of Albania expresses the con-
fidence that, through common ef-
forts and goodwill, appropriate
and acceptable roads can be
found for the establishment of
fruitful collaboration among the
peoples of our region.»

During his stay in Belgrade the
minister for Foreign Affairs of the
PSR of Albania, Reis Malile, held
bilateral meetings with the other mi-
nisters for foreign affairs. He met
the. minister for Foreign Affairs of
Turkey, Mesut Jilmaz, the minister
for Foreign Affairs of Romania, Joan
Totu, the ‘minister for Foreign Affairs
of Bulgaria, Peter Mladenov, the mi-
nister for Foreign Affairs of Greece,
Carolos Papoulias, and the federa-
tive secretary for Foreign Affairs of
Yugoslavia, Budimir Lonfar. In thece
meetings they exchanged opinions
mainly about the meeting of the Mi-
nisters for Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries, especially about pro-
blems of bilateral interest. The foreign
minister, Reis Malile, also, spoke about
the existing relations between Alba-
nia and the countries participating
in this meeting, and about the further
development of them.

The speech of the minister for
Foreign Affairs of Albania aroused
great interest among the diplomatic
circles and journalists who followed
the proceedings of the meeting of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs. The
correspondents of the press and mews
agencies appreciated the realistic tone
and the constructive stand of the PSR
of Albania towards the questions
which have to do with the improve-
ment of the atmosphere in the Bal-
kans and the efforts that should be
made by each country individually
and all together for a better climate
of security and stability in the Bal-
kans and beyond.

In the last’ session of this meeting,
opinions were exhanged and propo-
sals were forewarded about the exten-
sion of the Balkan collaboration in
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the fields in which common inte-
rests coincide, with the aim of assis-
ting in the creation of a calmer and
more secure atmosphere in the Bal-
kan Peninsula.

In this plenary session, the text of -

the joint communique which was

endorsed by the perticipants in the
meeting, was read.

The Meeting of Belgrade attracted
the attention of the world public opi-
nion and became the object of reports
and commentaries of the news agen-
cies, radioes anu, the press of wvarious

countries. It had a wide repercdssion
especially in the press of the Balkan
countries, which stressed the impor-

tance of this meeting for the inter-

'Balkan collaboration in various fields

of reciprocal interest.

THE POLICY OF ALBANIA IS A POLICY
~ OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION AMONG
THE PEOPLES OF THE BALKANS

-Speech delivered by comrade Reis Malile -

Honourable colleagues,

Allow me to express my plecasure
at having gathered together in this
meeting of the ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the Balkan states here in
Belgrade, in order to exchange views
about the possibilities and roads that
would. help create a climate of confi-
dence and understanding, and about
the development of bilateral and mul-
tilateral relations in the region.

I would like tfo congratulate, on
this occasion, Mr. Dizdarevié¢ for the
efforts he has made in the prepara-
tion of this meeting, as well as to
express my sineere thanks to the
Yugoslav hosts who have created such
favourable conditions for the conduct
of its work.

The Albanian Government has sup-
ported and will support every cons-
tructive step that would contribute
to the improvement of the situation
in the Balkans and serve the cause
of peace, stabilitly and security in
the region and beyond. It proceeds
from the point of view that, regardless
of the many existing difficulties which
we all know, the possibilities to move
in this direction are not few, cer-
tainly, provided there is goodwill and

- superpowers,

the determinafion to go through things.

As regards Albania, this goodwill
will not be lacking, just as there
will be no lack of sincere efforts
for collaborating with the other states,
too, for the achievement of this objec-

“tive. Under the present conditions of

the Balkans, what is needed, in our
opinion, is, in the first place, the
creation of an atmosphere of mutual
trust. For this purpose we must see
things realistically and work patiently.
It is wunderstandable that nobody
would be satisfied only with the mere
fact of recording a meeting of mi-
nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Bal-
kans. Its value would be measured
with its results and the actual contri-
bution it would make to .opening the

road to the cultivation of friendship'

and the expansion of fruitful bilateral
and multilateral co-operation.
Developments in the Balkans cannot
be taken isolated from those in FEu-
rope and in the world. We live today
in a turbulent world in which situa-
tions are complicated and, in many
cases, tense. A number of countries
and regions are the object of ag-
gression and interference by the two
As a result, there exist
many hotbeds of tension and con-

ilicts, which make European and
world relations. icnse, ~and pose di-
rect threats to peace and interna-

tional security.

There has been much talk recently
about the value of the agrecement
concluded between the United States ‘
and the Soviet Union op the elimi-
nation of medium-range missiles from
Europe. The Albanian Government has
clearly expressed itself right from the
beginning against the deployment of
these weapons, and it has been and
is for their removal. Yet, it must
be admitted that the agreement con-
cluded between the two superpowers,
even after its implementation, would
represent the reduction of a symbolic
fraction of the huge arsenal of nuclear
weapons the United States and the
Soviet Union possess in Europe and
around it. 1t would have a real value
only if it were to be followed by
other important and effective steps
towards disarmament. Hence, it is
evident there is no room for eupho-
ria.

There has been and still is frequent
talk about the denuclearization of the
Balkans. It cannol be denied that the
idea- is rational and coincides with
the interests of securily in the Bal--
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kans and, more broadly, in Europe.
This consideration must be emphasized
even more strongly as it is known
fhat these weapons are foreign and
the couyntries in which they are de-
ployed have virtually ne, or only
partial, control and power over them.

"Removal of foreign nuclear weapons
from the Balkans would constitute a
step of many-sided importance. First
of all, not only it would strengthen
the sovereignty of the countries in
which they are deployed and reduce
political and military complications
which ensue from them, but also it
would improve the general climate in
the Balkans, strengthen mutual confi-
dence and would dispose of a problem
which poses a serious menace and gives
rise to tensions and frictions.

Proceeding from these considera-
tions, Albania properly understands
the justified demands expressed in
the countries of our Peninsula for
the .removal of foreign nuclear wea-
pons fror;l the Balkans, and backs up
the efforts to this end. In this regard
our solidarity is complete. _ '

Some reservation we have expressed
and still have is not connected with
the final objective of it, but with
the ways and means proposed for
its achievement. In the first place,
we are convinced that these measures
do not eliminate the nuclear threat
and blackmail if they remain circum-
cribed within regional framework.
Nuclear weapons in the Balkans are
only a link in the chain the super-
powers have put around our Penin-
sula. The other links are the foreign
military - bases and troops stationed
here, and the military treaties them-
selves. All these links must! be se-
vered.

On the other hand, foreign nuclear
weapons in the Balkans have been
deployed on the basis of bilateral
agreements. The others are not
involved in this question; no approval
or commitment of any kind what-
soever has been sought from them.
Hence, their removal, too, must be
carried out in an individual and sove-
reign manner by the country in which
these nuclear weapons are deployed,
just as the pledge must be taken
by each coantry in 3 sovereign man-
ner not 1o accept [foreign nuclear

wespons and nol to enter the nuclear
armaments race. ’

As far as the PSR of Albania is
concerned, not only it has no nuclear
weapons on its territory, but also it
is bound by its Constitution to pro-
hibit in any case and in any form
the stationing of foreign weapons, mili-
tary bases and troops on the Alba-
nian {territory.

Our. opinion about the existing mi-
litary pacts, NATO and the Warsaw
Treaty, headed by the United States

and the Soviet Union, is known. We -

think "that they constitute the main
factor of the confrontation which
exists in Europe and in the world
and which is. fraught with extremely
grave consequences for mankind. It
is the political and military strategy
of blocs which led to the division

and split of Europe and which is also’

reflected in our region. Hence, we
always uphold the view that the dis-
solving of these pacts would create
the indispensable conditions for the
achievement of the confidence which
is now lacking among European coun-
tfies, and for genuine international se-
curity. The farther the negative fac-
tors are kept from the Balkans the
better. The Balkans must belong only
to its own peoples.

Albania is for the independent de-
velopment and stability of each Bal-
kan country. We are aware that desta-
bilization of any of our countrics is
to the detriment of each individual
country and of peace and security
in general. So, we have on more than
one oeccasion reiterated that our coun-
try is not for turbulences in the Bal-
kans. With all its stands and acts
Albania has given proof that it is
for the permanent existence in the
Peninsula of an atmosphere conducive
to the strengthening of sincere friend-
ship and co-operation, the consolida-
tion of the freedom and independence
of its peoples, peace and common se-
curity.

The Albanian Government has de-
clared publicly, and I am authorized
to emphasize it again at this meeting
of the ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the Balkan countries, that no harm
will come t{o its neighbours from
Albania, that the = Albanian people
will allow no-one (o violate the free-
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dom, independence and sovereignty of
the neighbouring states from its terri-
tory. We think that all the pedples
of the Balkans and beyond would
welcome it if the Balkan states, inde-
pendent of the fact they are partici-
pants in military blocs or not, will
engage themselves to respect the free-
dom, independence anid sovereignty
of each Balkan country and not to
allow a third country to bring harm
to a neighbouring country from their
territories.

Honoured colleagues,

Development of relations with the
neighbouring countries constitutes one
of the ‘priorities of the foreign policy
of the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania. We have been and c: ntinue
to be for the rigorous application in
these relations, too, of the established
principles and norms of respect for
independence, national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, non-interference in
internal affairs and co-operation on
the basis of mutual interest and bene-
fit.

Complete independence and sove-
reignty, both on the internal and the
external plane, lie at the foundation
of the policy of our state. We respect
others, and we want that they, too,
respect our rights as a nation and a
state. Nof only we do not hesitate to
co-operate with others, but, on the
contrary, we want this co-operation
and consider it a factor which confri-
butes to our internal development,
too. However, this co-operation must
be equal, of mutual benefit, and not
encroach on the sovereignty of any
couniry and its soecial system.

In our opinion, the fact that our
countries have different political and
social orders should not become an
obstacle to the development of state
relations, because the social order is
an internal affair of each country and
people. We have come together at
this meeting recognizing and respecting
this reality. In this sense, it is up
to all of us to contribute to the posi-
tive development of relations. The
present and future interests of our
peoples require that relations among
the Balkan states should nol shift
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and change according te changing
political situations, but be founded
on stable bases. )

Norms and principles regulating re-
lations among sovereign states and,
in this context, among neighbours, too,
are not lacking, ‘including the Charter
of the United Nations, which all the
Balkan couniries are members of.
The impertant thing is that these
basic norms and principles should
be put into practice. If goodwill and
sincere desire for co-operation exist,
if common interests and obligations
deriving from neighbourliness are
correctly assessed, ways to avoid
difficulties and tensions will be found.

When we - emphasize the necessity
of bilateral relations, we by no means
minimize the value and benefit of
multilateral co-operation. They are in
correlation to and complement each
other. The reality, however, proves
the importance of bilateral relations,
which, in fact, constitute the basis of
the development of multilateral co-
operation.

One of the problems that has made
and continues to make it difficult for

the Balkan countries to establish open,'

sincere and truly friendly and promis-
ing relations among them is that of
the minorities, -

We would not be exaggerating if
we said that the stand toward national
minorities has always been a deter-
minant factor of neighbourly relations,
both in their quantitative and qua-
litative aspect. Precisely because the
question is very acute and complex,
i‘s treatment calls for patience and
aplomb, but also tolerance and poli-
tical wisdom on the part of all and
everybody.

The past has been bitter, with the
accumulation of various layers of emo-
tions, guarrels and conflicts. The pre-
sent, too, is heavily charged with
harmful prejudices and illusions fos-
tered by this past. In many cases,
history is still regarded not as a source
to draw lessons from, so as to correct
the erroneocus stands, but as a ground
to justify them.

We think that the time is up that
the stand towards national minorities
in our countries should be inspired
by a constructive approach which
would respond to the concrete histo-

rical treality, by a spirit that stems
from doing away with outdated poli-
tical and ideological mentalities which

. time has already discarded, and those

practices which have proved to be
improductive. The common aim must
be such that the minoritie:, from a
facter -of division, tensions and diffe-
rences - they were in the past, should
be turned into a factor of cohesion
and stability within the country and
a bridge for relations of co-operation
with the neighbouring countries.

The present time is not that of
colonizations, of the oppression of the
minorities and the suppression of their
rights which are recognized by In-
ternational Law and the Charter of
the United Nations. We live at a
time when a variety of relations are
being expanded more and more among
states,, when national economies are
more and more being inter-related,
when different cultures are being en-
riched mutually at a fast rate, when
the demand for equality .of nations,
for fraternity among peoples, for peace
and general security is not only a
hope, but also a force which pushes
development forward. Under these
conditions, national narrowmindedness
becomes not only anachronistic, but
also harmful.

It has been proved by now that
democratization of relations among
nations within each country, respect
for national traditions and the cultural
and economic emancipation of mino-
rities -have brought the peoples closer
together and led to their fraternization,
to the strengthening of their joint efforts
for the advance 'and defence of their
countries. At the same time, this
policy has alse served the promgtion
of understanding and mutual trust
between neighbouring countries, the
elimination of tensions and the ex-
tension of co-operation. The opposite
has occurred when these principles
have not been respected. * .

Certainly, the stand towards mino-
rities and their treatment is an in-
ternal question of each country, a
field of its complete sovereignty, which

~is treated in compliance with the

state system and the laws of each
country. The People’'s Socialist Re-
public of Albania has never raised
the question that the issue of the
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minorities should be solved by chang-
ing borders and interfering in the
internal affairs of one another.
But we think this does not rule
out the legitimate interest of neigh-
bours in their minorities, especially
in those cases when this interest is
based on the will and the sincere
desire to contribute to the strengthen-
ing of good neighbourliness and
friendship among peoples, to the ge-
neral security in the Balkans;
Economjic co-operation among Bal:
kan countries is in their common inte-
rest. Apart from the economic aspect,
it has a political and social aspect too.
Being neighbouring countries for
centuries, among the peoples of the
Balkans and its different regions tra-
ditional economic links, which have
served as complementary and com-
pensatory factors of mutual develop-
ment, have also been created. Un-
fortunately, because of the historical
developments of this century in this
Peninsula, because of various alliances
entered into, and the external inter-
ference and pressure, these inter-Bal-
kan links have been greatly impaired.
While other European regions re-
built, extended and deepened the rela-
tions of co-operation among their
countries, in this respect the Bal-
kans went in the opposite direction.
Certainly, as we say this, nobody,
I believe, will think, taking the exist-
ing realities into account, of an. eco-
nomic integration of the Balkans ac-
cording to the different European
types. This would be very difficult,
the more so as some Balkan countries
are iniegrated into the COMECON,
others into’ the Common Mar-
ket, someone belongs to the social-
ist system of economy, some others
to the capitalist system. ) )
However, even in this situation,
with every state maintaining its own
directions of development of the na-
tional economy and its international
‘obligations, efforts can be made to
find ways, and we think that such
ways can be found, to re-establish
the traditional links of economic ex-
changes, especially in trade, transport,
communications, water resources, efc.
Some obstacles ought to be revised
and removed, such as customs tariffs,
export and impert licences for some



48 o 1 (98). 19838

goods, ele. Ways and means must
be found to expand, for example,
small-scale trade across the borders,
which not only would be of economic
interest, but also would serve huma-
nitarian aims and the strengthening of
friendship among peoples in gene-
ral. . . .

In the above-mentioned fields we
are ready to examine any construc-
tive proposal in earnest and with
goodwill and, through . joint efforts,
each adhering to its principles, find
ways leading to the extension of
economic-commercial exchanges among
the Balkan countries.

The problems arising from the eco-
nomic development of our region
make co-operatior in the field of road,
rail and sea transport not only a
necessity, but also an indispensibility.
Likewise; in such a region as our
Peninsula, in which rivers flow through
each other’s territories, in which the
waters of lakes or seas are offen
delimitated within very narrow zones,
the common benefit of their rational
exploitation is evident.

It is our conviction that exchanges
in the field of culture represent an
effective means of achieving bet-
ter acquaintance, rapprochement and

friendship among the Balkan peoples.

Apart from the extension and increase
of bilateral exchanges, we are in fa-
vour of encouraging Balkan cultural
and sports activities, with the parti-
cipation of all the states of this zone
without exception. Balkan co-opera-
tion can also be extended in the
technical and scientific fields, in
which possibilities are really great.

Broblems of medicine and prolee-
tion of people’s health on a regional
scale are one of the concrete fields
in which Balkan co-operation would
be very useful. Possibilities exist for
the exchange of frequent information
to prevent the ouibreak of epidemic
and contagious diseases, especially in
border areas and for going towards
the conelusion of a Balkan accord for
this purpose. The same can be said
also of co-operation in the field of
agriculture.

Some initial steps have been taken
towards co-operation in the field of
ecology, but coping with the problems
of protection of the environment,
which are becoming more and more
troublesome with each passing day,
calls for joint efforts, increased ex-
change of information, know-how and
experience in difierent ways and
forms, ’

The problems and fields in which
co-operation is possible are numerous.
However, as we stressed right from
the beginning, the creation of the at-
mosphere conducive to its realization
is of special significance. There is
no doubt that meetings such as the
one we are holding today are helpful
in this direction. There may also be
other desires and suggestions about
meetings and encounters of represen-
tatives of state, pre-state and social
organizations and bodies. However, we
think that, apart from practical dif-
ficulties, such meetings and encoun-
ters, especially when there are many
of them, may assume the form of
parades and create the false impres-
sion that everything is all right now.

ALBANIA TODAY

It may be easily thought that now that
everybody is meeting and everybody
is talking with one another, the pro-
blems of the Balkans are solved.
But making no steps at all in this

. direction is not advisable, either.

Hence, we think that for the time
being it would be more realistic and
more useful to reactivate the «Com-
mittees of Balkan Understanding», in
which parliamentarians, writers, jour-
nalists, representatives of mass orga-
nizations may also be included among
their members, as representatives eof
broad public opinion. :

At bilateral and all-Balkan meet-
ings these commitiees might thrash
out opinions and express views and
considerations about problems of the
Balkans and relations among its coun-
tries in various fields.

We believe that the activity of these
committees would be useful also to
the governmentis of the Balkan coun-
tries, because they not only could seek
and discover ways leading to all-round
co-operation, but also prepare the
ground for the extension and increase
of this co-operation.

We found it necessary io present
our views and some ideas, with the
sincere desire to serve ‘the funda-
mental interests and aspirations of
our peoples who want to live in
friendship with one another and stride
always along the road of freedom,
independence and progress. They de-
serve this, and their governments,
seeing it as an obligation to them,
should spare no effort to achieve this
lofty goal.

Thank you for your attention.
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SECOND SESSION

OF THE 11th LEGISLATURE

"The 2nd session o_f the 11th Legis-
lature of the People’s Assembly of
the PSRA was held from 28-29:Decem-

" ber 1987.

The deputies and the guests received
with applause the entrance into the

‘hall of the First Secretary of the Cen-

tral Committee of the Party and Pre-
sident of the Presidium of the Peo-
ple’s Assembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia,

- and the other leaders of the Party and

state, Comrade Adil Carcani, member
of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Party and Chairman
of the Council of Ministers, members
of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the -Party: Besnik Be-
kteshi, Foto Cami, Hajredin Celiku,
Hekuran Isai, Lenka Cuko, Manush
Myftiu, Muho Aslldm:, Pali Miska, Pro-
kop Murra, Rita Marko, Simon Stefani;
alternate members of the Politic_al Bu-
reau of the Central Committee of the
Party: Kico Mustaqi, Llambi Gegprifti.
Pirro Kondi, Qirjako Mihali and Van-
gjel Cérrava.

The session was opened by the chair-
man of the Presiding Committee of
the People’s Assembly, Petro Dode,
who proposed the following agenda
for the proceedings:

1. Report of the Council of Minis-
ters «On the fulfilment of the plan'for
the year 1987 and the main tasks of
the draft-plan of the development of
the economy and culture for the year
1988~

2. Report of the Council of Minis-

ters «On the expected fulfilment of

the state budget for the year 1987 and

the state draft-budget for the year "

1988,

3. Draft-law «On the state plan of
the development of the economy and
culture of the PSRA for the year 1988~

4. Draft-law <«On the state budget
for the year 1988». A

5. Draft-law «On the plant protection
service».

6. Decrees issued by the Presidium
of the People’s Assembly.

Then the f{floor was given to the

chairman of the State Planning Com-

OF THE PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

mission, Niko Gjyzari, who presented
the report of the Council of Ministers
«on the fulfilment of the plan for -
the year 1987 and the main tasks
of the draft-plan of the development
of the economy and culture for the
year 1988,

Among other things he said that
the year 1987 has been characterized
by the¢ mobilization of the whole peo-
ple, under the leadership of the Party,
for the implementation qf the his-
toric “decisions of the 9th Congress of
the Party. The working masses of
town and rural area have further in-
creased their mobilization, involvement
and the spirit of action for the ever
better accomplishment of their tasks.

The valuable instructions which
Comrade Ramiz Alia has given in the
plenums of this year of the Central
Committee of the Party and in his
meetings with communists, working
pecple and cadres of some districts,
as well as the celebration of the ju-
bilee of the 75th anniversary of the
Proclamation of Independence and the
43rd anniversary of the liberation of
the Homeland have served as a power-
ful impulse to carry work further
ahead in all fields.

The prestige of socialist Albania in
the international arena has risen. The
activities carried out in recent times
for the extension of international colla-
boration and the establishment of di-
plomatic relations of our couniry with
some other states, once again prove
the correctness of the foreign policy
pursued by our Party and govern-
ment.

During the year 1987, he continued,
relying entirely on our own forces,
work continued with a spirit of mo-
bilization for the implementation of
the fundamental objectives endorsed
by the 9th Congress of the Party and
by the last session of the People's
Assembly. The main objectives of the
economic and social development of
the country were accomplished, in ge-
neral. The continuity of the extended



socialist reproduction was ensured, the
material and cultural well-being of the
people was guaranteed and raised fur-
ther, and the defence of the Homeland
was strengthened.

Advancement even in these con-
ditions, the maintenance of the dy-
namic character of the economy, the
stability of the market, the prices
and the cost of living, all this is a
new fresh proof of the vitality of
our socialist order and the validity
of the far-sighted economic policy
which our Party pursues.

During 1987 industry, in general,
marked new achievements in the ac-
complishment of the tasks, in the
increase of production on the basis
of the more complete exploitation of
the existing productive capacities and
in raising its effectiveness, in the ex-
traction and the degree of processing
of the natural riches of the country,
etc.

The mining industry, especially the
extraction and enrichment of iron-
nickel, ceal and copper, not only ac-
complished the planned tasks. but
also expanded the export potential of
the country. The production of the

chemical indusiry is 7 per cent greater
than last year, whereas in the engi-
neering industry, along with the ful-
filment of the plan for the production
of spare parts, machinery and equip-
ment, still broader possibilities were
opened for the use of local steels in
order to replace imported -steels. The
food-stuffs industry produced 5 per
cent more than in 1986.

In agriculture high results in the
production of wheat were achieved in
the districts of Fier, Lushnja, Elba-
san, Shkodra, Gjirokastra, Tirana, Be-
rat, etc.,, thanks to a greater mobili-
zation, through the method of actions
in work and the better application of
agrotechnical measures. In the plains
zones the yield of wheat was about
44 quintals per hectare, or more than
7 quintals per hectare more than in
1986. Milk production increased by 17
thousand tonnes more than in the last
year as a result of the creation and
extension of small herds in the field
brigades. The production of eggs, to-
bacco, rice, fruit, etc., has also shown
an inerease. As a result of the better
work done by the youth in the ac-
tion for increasing olive production,
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this year’s production will be much
greater than that of the last year

and the quality will rise. In coping

with the difficulties created by the
weather a positive element was the
strengthening with precedence of the
material-technical basis in agriculture.
The irrigation capacity increased with
about 13 thousand hectares, drainage
with 4 thousand hectares, and more
chemical and organic fertilizers were
made available. The volume of me-
chanized work in agriculture increased
7 per cent.

In 1987, Comrade Niko Gjyzari con-
tinued, work continued on more than
240 important productive and socio-
cultural projects and 110 of them were
given for use. Work proceeded at rapid
rates in some major projects of the
five-year plan, such as in the hydro-
electric complex of Banja, in the Mi-
lot-Rréshen-Klos railway of the youth,
the first section of which was inau-
gurated ahead of schedule, in the hau-
lageway of Mborje-Drenova, etc. The
action to supply drinking water to all
the villages of the country is going
on with success and about 300 villages
and zones now have new or improved

f

water supply pipes, against 200 that
was in the plan. In 1987, the rail-
way and road transport was further
strengthened, and the communal and
vital services for the population were
improved. ]

With the constant care of the Party,
on the basis of the development of
production, the standard of living of
the people was maintained and fur-
ther improved. The circulation of
retail trade goods increased 3.2 per
cent and consumption of the main
alimentary and industrial products in-
creased against the year 1986. The
state laid out funds for the building
of over 9,000 new dwelling apartments.
Achievements were also made in the
sector of education, culture, science
and health services.

Speaking about the main tasks of
the draft-plan of the economic and
cultural development for 1988, the
speaker pointed out that the plan has
been drafted on the basis of the di-
rectives of the 9th Congress of the
Party for the 8th Five-year Plan, the
tasks set at the 3rd and 4th Plenums
of the Central Committee of the Par-

ty and the valuable instructions of

2nd session of the 11th

legislature of the People’s

Comrade Ramiz Alia. It is based on
the human material, financial and va-
lutary resources created and on the
experience and achievements made hi-
therto. The draft-plan largely reflects
the creative thinking of the working
masses, the numerous suggestions and
proposals they have made for the in-
crease of the industrial and agricul-
tural production, for the increase of
export and the reduction of the pro-
duction costs.

This plan is mainly characterized
by high growth rates of the social

‘product and the national income.

In his speech he stopped to examine
some of the main tasks for the accom-
plishment of the plan for 1988 in the
most important branches and sectors
of the economy.

The situation” in the world, said the
speaker among other things, continues
to be troubled and fraught with ten-
sions and local conflicts because of
the hegemonic and expansionist poli-
cy pursued by the imperialist powers,
in the first place, the superpowers, the
USA and the Soviet Union, and be-
cause of the economic-financial crisis
and the instability in the systems

Assembly
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Our Party and government have al-
ways [followed the development of
evenis in the weorld with great at-
tentivn. Our government will continue,
as always in the past, to attach spe-
cial attention to the development of
the international relations of our coun-
fry on the basis of the recognized
principles of non-interference in the
internal affairs of one another, respect
of sovereignty, good neighbourliness
and reciprocal benefit.

The year 1988, Comrade Niko Gjy-
zari said in conclusion, is the year' of
the 80th anniversary of the birthday
of the glorious and unforget{able leader,
of the architect of the socialist Al-
bania, Comrade Enver Hoxha. The
working masses, under the leader-
ship of the Party, will multiply their
forces in order to celebrate this day
with as many suceesses as possible.

About the second point on the
agenda the floor was given to the Mi-
nister of Finances, Andrea Nako, who
delivered the report of the Council
of Ministers «On the expected fulfil-

- ment of the state budget for the year

1987 and the state draft-budget for
the year 1988~.

Among other things he said: The
working masses of our country, united
as one around the Party and its Cen-
tral Committee, with Comrade Ramiz
Alia at their head, during the year
1987 have worked with a high level
of mobilization for the implementation
of the decisions of the historic 9th
Congress of the Party and the ple-
nums of the Central Committee, for
accomplishment on a broad front of
the tasks in the ~conomic and finan-
cial fields and for the increase of
the stabiliiy and effectiveness of the
economy. In comparison with the past
year, the income of the state budget
has shown an increase and the deve-
lopment of the economy, education,
culture ‘and science, the protection
of the people’s health and the defen-
ce of the country were financed. The
state budget coped with success also
with the measures adopted for the
improvement of the relations of the
state . with the agricultural coopera-
tives, through the ammandment of
tariffs for the procurement of some
agricultural and livestock products and
some privileges granted through the
bank credits, which was of immediate
profit especially for the agricultural

cooperatives of the hilly and moun-
tainous zones.

The development of our economy
and finances relies completely on the
internal material, financial and valu-
tary resources, without any kind of
aid and credits from abroad. This
correct Marxist-Leninist policy of the
Party is a source of constant pride
for us, because we have buili every-
thing with our toil and forces and
owe nothing to anyone for it.

The plan of the drafi-budget for
the next year has been discussed in
broad meetings of the working collec-
tives, specialists and cadrzs, who, be-
sides the problems of production, ser-
vices and building, have also made
valuable proposals and suggestions re-
garding the financial aspects of the
draft.

In conformity with the objectives
of the ﬁve-year plan, he said, the ge-
neral financial state income, as against
the expected fulfilment of the year
‘1987, increases at relatively high rates
of 14.7 per cent, having priorily over
the increase of the total social pro-
duct and “the national income.

The state draft-budget for 1988,
which is presented for approval, puts
9 billion and 500 million leks as in-
come and 9 billion and 450 million
leks as expenditure, with a sarplus
of income over expenditure at 50
million leks.

The income all told for the financial
year 1988, as against the expected ful-
filment of the year 1987, increases 13
per cent. The expenditure of the state
draft-budget for 1988, in comparison
with 1987, increases 5.1 per cent. Prio-
rity is given to the financing of the
development of the socialist economy.

The state draft-budget for the year
1988 provides the financial means of
support necessary for the develop-
ment of education, culture and science,
social insurances and the other needs
of a social and cultural character.

Winding ~up his speech, Comrade
Andrea Nako said that the Council of
Ministers in convinced that, under the
wise and far-sighted leadership of the
Party with Comrade Ramiz Alia at its
head, and with the all-round mobili-
zations of the working class, the coo-
perativist peasantry and all the
working masses of the country, the
tasks presented in the economic and
financial draft-plan and in the state



draft-budget for the year 1988 will
be made a reality.

On behalf of the Standing Commit-
tee of the People’s Assembly for the
plan and the budget the report was
delivered by the chairman of the com-
mittee, deputy Luan Muhameti.

Then contributions to the discussion
of the report of the Council of Mi-
nisters followed.

After the discussion, the deputies
unanimously endorsed the Law <«On
the state plan of the development of
the economy and culture of the Peo-
ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania for
the year 1988» and the Law «On
the state budget f[or the year 1988~
in principle, article after article and
in general.

Deputies unanimously approve the laws presented

Likewise, the deputies unanimously
endorsed in principle, article after ar-
ticle, and in general, the Law <«On
the plant protection service», which is
aimed at strengthening the work for
the protection of the country’s  plant
life against diseases, pests and weeds,
and for responding ever better to the
tasks for the intensification of the so-
cialist agriculture for the uninterrupted
increase of the agricultural produc-
tion.

About the last point of the agenda
the floor was ta'ken by the secretary
of the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, deputy Sihat Tozaj, who. on
behalf of the Presidium, presented
the report on the decrees issued by

the Presidium of the People’s Assem-
bly.

The deputies endorsed the decrees
issued by the Presidium of the Peo-
ple’s Assembly as a whole and one
by one. .

Then the chairman of the Presiding
Committee- of the People’s Assembly,
Petro Dode, delivered the closing
speech.

Among other things he said: As
emerged from this session, apart from
the state administrations, ' the joint
committees of the People’s Assembly
have done special work for the exa-
mination of the important questions we
endorsed here. Our analysis of the
fultilment of the state plan and budget
for the year 1987 showed that, under



the leadership of the Party, during
this year, too, important successes
were achieved in the field of the eco-
nomy and culture, the productive for-
ces were further increased, the sta-
bility of our socialist economy has
grown. Further developments were
made in education, culture and health
service. The standard of living of the
people was maintained and raised
higher. We have a healthy situation
in all directions, we have the steel
unity of the people around the Party,

a high spirit of mobilization and a

revolutionary readiness and vigilance.
The defence capacity of the Homeland

has become impregnable, the authority -
of the PSR of Albania in the inter-
national arena has risen higher still.

In conclusion Comrade Petro Dode
said: These achievements have their
source in the correct Marxist-Leninist
line of our Party and in the immorial
teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha.
They are the result of the selfless work
of our working people and of the
unshakeable confidence of our pcople
in the future, in which we are led
by our glorious Party, the Central
Committee, with Comrade Ramiz Alia
at its head. ‘

! LIFEOF TH
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MEETING

OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL
OF THE DISTRICT OF TIRANA

— THE FIRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF
THE PARTY AND PRESIDENT OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE
PEOPLE’'S ASSEMBLY, COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA, ATTENDED -

On January 23 i1 one of the halls
of the Museum of National History
in the capital, the People's -Council
of Tirana District held a meeting.

Those present enthusiastically ap-
plauded the entrance into the meeting
hall of the First Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party and Pre-
sident of the Presidium of_ the Peo-
ple’s Assembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia.

The People's Council made an ex-
tensive examination of the work done
for the fulfilment of the plan, the
budget and the financial indices for
the year 1987 and the main directions
in which attention will be concentrated
for _the fulfilment of all the tasks of
the year 1988 on a broad front.

Amidst the applause of those pre-
sent, the floor was taken by Comrade
Ramiz Alia, sent by the Presidium of
the People’s Assembly.

Among other things he said: Parti-

cipating in this meceting of the peo-

ple’s council, on behalf of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party-and the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly,
I avail myself of this opportunity to
convey to you and to the whole pco-
ple of the district of Tirana the war-
mest greetings and the best wishes
for new victories.

After pointing out some successes -
achieved in recent years by the
working people of the capital and after '
underlining the main characteristics
of the plan for the economic and cul-
tural development of the capital during
1988, Comrade jRamiz Alia dwelt in
length on some problems of industry
and agriculture, trade and public ser-
vices, science and culture.

Consumer goods, he pointed out,
constitfute nearly 65 per cent of the
total industrial production of the dis-
trict of Tirana. This degrec of con-
centration of consumer good industry
is the result of the applicaiion in



practice of the pringiple that pro-
duction sheuld be hrought close to the
consumer. Tirana has one tenth of the
population of the country. It is the
biggest centre of consumption, there-
fore it must also be the biggest pro-
ducer of the industrial articles and

Comrade RAMIZ ALIA meets members of the people’s council of the district

food-stuffs, an important consiruction
site, an example and model of varied
and cultured public services.
Comrade Ramiz Alia stressed that it
is a positive thing that the industrial
production in Tirana in receni years
has increased more répidly than the
circulation funds. This speaks of the
rational and effective utilization of pri-
mary materials.
Continuing his speech Comrade
Ramiz Alia treated some questions ol
the garment. glass and ceramic indus-
tries. Speaking about the development
ol agriculture, he underlined that in
Tirana conditions have been gradually
created and factors strengthened for
the agricultural production of the dis-
trict to fulfil the needs of the city
and rural population for wmilk, eges,
vegetables, fruit, ete.

In the last ten years, Comrade Ramiz
Alia continued, agriculture in the dis-
trict of Tirana has accomplished a noti-
ceable leap. Total production and in-
come in this branch, as from the be-
ginning of the 1980's and onwards,
have increased at average annual

i #

rates of 5 and 5.8 per cent. Positive
is also the fact that agricultural pro-
duction here has a general stability.

In his speech Comrade Rumiz Alia
stopped also on some problems ol the
work in the sectors of trade and
communal  service and the scientific
and cultural activities in the capital.
The course of intensification and the
increase ol cconomic cffectiveness,
he emphasized, give science and cul-
ture an cver more determining role
in the process of production and in
the daily life of- the working people.

In Tirana we have the highest con-
centration  of  the intellectual, scien-
titic and cultural forces on a national
scale. Here, apart from the Academy
ol Sciences  and  higher  schools,  we

have 37 institutions of the technical
and natural sciences. More than 16
thousand higher cadres, or one forth .
of the whole army of working people
with higher schooling of the country,
are working in them, in other insti-
tutions and in production in the dis-

of. Tirana

trict, engaging in scientific, leading and
productive activities,

In conclusion, Comrade Ramiz Alia
pointed out that the year 1988 is a
memorable year for our Party and
people, it is the year of the 80th anni-
versary of the birthday of Comrade
Enver Hoxha. The Party has said
and will always stress that the greatest
honour that can be expressed for
Comrade Enver is by remaining loyal
to his Marxist-Leninist teachings, by
guarding like the apple of our eyes
and by always carrying ahead the
majestic work the Party has created:
our socialist Albania, its economy,
culture and defence. This oath should
become for every communist and
every patriotic Albanian an incentive
and a source of inspiration for un-
precedented mobilization at  work.



.Comrade Ramiz Alia’s speech was
followed with great attention,

In one of the breaks between the
sittings, Comrade Ramiz Alia met and

ACTIVITIES

warmly greeted councillors, deputies,
heroes of socialist labour and other

participants in the meeting.

ON THE 42nd ANNIVERSARY
OF THE PROCLAMATION

OF THE REPUBLIC

On the occasion of the festivity of/

January 11 — the 42nd anniversary of
the Proclamation of the Republic —
various activities, including meetings,
topical evenings, conversations, pho-
toexhibitions, etc., with the partici-
pation. of vanguard working people of
work and production centres and ins-
titutions, veterans, deputies to the
People’s Assembly and councillors, mi-

litarymen, outstanding activists of the -

mass orggnizations, youny men and
women and so on, were organized all
over the country to commemorate this
event.

On this occasion, the presidency of
the Council of the Democratic Fron:
of the district of Tirana organized a
topical-recreative evening.

The chairman of the Academy of
Sciences of Albania, deputy Aleks Buda,
spoke about the importance of this
marked event in the history of our
people. He pointed out, among other
things, that the proclamation of our
People’s Republic 42 years a50 was
achieved through the Anti-fascist Na-

‘

-tional Liberation War which our peo-

ple fought wunder the leadership of
the Party and the legendary comman-
der, Comrade Enver Hoxha. He also
spoke alout the changes that have
taken place in the years of the peo-
ple’s state power in all sectors of the
economy and culture and about the.
mobilization of the working masses to
implement the tasks set by the 9th
Congress of the Party and carry out
the instructions given by Comrade
Ramiz Alia in order to go to the 80th
anniversary of the birthday of the glo-
rious leader, Comrade Enver Horha,
with mew successes. -

In this framework, topical evenings
were organized in four departments
of the capital, in which wormer mem-
bers of the People's Assembly, cadres
and others took the floor.

Similar activities devoted to 11 Ja-
nuary — the 42nd anniversary of the
Proclamation of the Republic — were.
organized in all the other districts of
the country.
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ZIONIST TERROR

IN THE CENTRE OF ISRAELI POLICY

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT~», organ of the CC of the PLA

A tense situation is con-
tinuing for some months now
in the occupied Arab terri-
tories, in the Gaza Strip and
on the West Bank of the
Jordan River. Massive terror
is exerted on the Palestinian
population of these territories,
which is suffering for over
20 years under the jackbook
of the Israeli occupiers. The
number of Israeli specialized
troops: has increased. Nume-
rous tanks and armoured cars
patrol the roads of Rama-
lah, Belhlehem, Nablus, etc.
The refuges camps of the Pa-
lestinians are in a state of
siege. Despite all this, the
martyred Palestinian people
have never for a moment
ceased their armed struggle
against the Israeli occupiers.
They have gone out into mas-
sive demonstrations which,
short of the wuse of arms,
are real uprisings clashing
with the Israe€li soldiers, who,
until now, by opening fire on
the wunarmed demonstrators,
have caused the death of
many Palestinians and have
wounded, imprisoned and tor-
tured in jail thousands of
them. But Zionist terror does
not end at this. The barba-
rian actions of the Israelis
continue in an effort to ex-
pel the Palestinians from their
own lands in order (o «pa-
cify- the situation in the Gaza
Strip, on the West Bank, etc.

The Israeli zionists try to
find the cause for the revolt
and the respansability for the
turmoil in the occupied Arab
territories in the Palestinian
people. The spokesman of the
Israeli prime minister, Habib
Pazner, in an interview to

~ the BBC declared that Israel

is not %o blame for the si-

" tuation in  the Palestinian

camps. But why the spoles-
man of the Israeli prime mi-
nister has nothing to say
about the very low standard
of living of the Palestinians
in their camps, which are
very much alike the bandustans
of South Africa and in which
the most elementary means
of livelihood are lacking? The
policy of oppression and mi-
litary violence pursued by
Israel has always been ac-
companied with an economic
policy of discrimination and
enslavement, assisted, also, by
the colonization of these
lands with Israeli settlers
from various countries of the

world, especially from the So-

viet Union, which has thus
increased the degree of dis-
crimination against the Pa-
lestinian people. Onty during
the last year, the standard
of living in the occupied
Arab territories fell” by 40
per cent.

With the military  terrer
which the Israeli occupiers
have exercised on the Pa-

lestinians of the oceupied
Arab territories and in Le-
banon, they once again de-
monstrate that policy, ac-
cording to which there is no
other strategy except that of
the use of violence Zlor the
solution of the Palszstinian
question. Shamir sees the use
of violence also in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank as
the only alternative in the
present conditions, In this
manner has he responded to
all the initiatives which have
bheen taken by various states
for the «solution» of the Pa-
lestinian question. In the pre-
sent conditions the intensifi-
cation of the policy of violen-
ce against the :Palestinians
in the Arab occupied terri-
tories is not an accident.
Israel intensified its Zionist
policy at a time when it
began to strengthen its con-
neciions in the international
arena, when various Euro-
pean, Asian and African coun-
tries, as well as some Arab
countries began to make po-
litical and diplomatic con-
tacts with lsrael. The streng-
thening of these contacts
means to Israel a confirma-
tion of its foreign, policy,
which has Zionist expansion
in its centre. Therefore, it
stepped up the intensity of
viglence and terrvor, going to
the point of cxpelling the Pa-
lestinians from their lands.
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This action was im opposition
to the Geneva convention of
1949, but apparently, the im-
perialist powers and their
instruments take such con-
ventions into consideration
only when their interests are
to gain, while thoy turn their
backs to them whenever it is
not in their interest. '
This tense situation in the
occupied Arab territories has
aroused a great and broad
debate in the international
public opinion. Many are those
who have condemned Zionist
violence in these territories.
Anti-Israeli demonstrations
have been held in the FR of
Germany and Holland, in
Cairo, etc. Many states such
as Turkey, Sweden, Algeria,
etc., have condemned Israeli's
zionist policy towards the Pa-
lestinians. Faced with this
anti-Israeli pressure, the most

ALBANIA TODAY

outspoken supporter of the
Zionist policy of Israel in thé
Middle East, the USA, con-
demned this policy of Tel-
Aviv for the sake of appea-
rances, but it never inter-
rupted its aid to the Israeli
military juggernault. Likewise,
inn New York, the Security
Council of UNQ signed a re-
solution condemning the po-
Jdicy of violence exercised by
Israel in the Gaza Strip and
on the West Bank. But Is-
-raeli's allies have never de-
manded the departure of the
Israeli occupation forces from
the occupied Arvab terrvitories.
They only want a moderation
of the Israeli policy in these
territories, by temporarily
ceasing the wuse of violence
“and savage pclice terror, and
through preliminary talks in
order to «lower» the tension
in this region. Rut despite

REVISIONIST THEORIES
SERVING THE PERPETUATION OF NEO-COLONIALISM

these acts of condemnation
and moderated proposals, Is-
rael does not abandon its
stubborn stand, typical of Zio-
nists. The- Israeli prime mi-
nister, Shamir, openly stated
that his military troops will
never leave the occupied
Arab territories. This stub-
bornness of the Israelis has
its root in the impe:ialist
blandishments.

The Israelis have no right
to use violence to suppress
or to decide the fate of the
Palestinian population of the
occupied Arab territories.
They must instantly leave
these lands, because the only
thing that links them with
these lands is the position
of the occupier. The Palesti-
nian people know how to de-
cide and to take their des-
tinies into their own

"hands.

«BASHKIMI~» — central organ of the bDerr'Locratic Front of Albania

In the context of the re‘i
examination of the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union
in the spirit of the «new
political thought», Gorba-
chov's team dished up a plat-
form aboul the roads which
the peoples of the developing

countries must follow for
«their national and social li-
beration». In some statements
and especially in a.speech he
made on November 3 last
vear in the Kremlin, Gorba-
chov stressed- that «in the
present conditions, the contra-

dictions which determine the
main trends in the world
economy and policy have been
profoundly modified», that
now «the impulse towards li-
beration, an impulse which
was being felt in the stage
of the struggle for political
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independence, is surely dying
out» and that «their
economic development», the
restructuring of the world
economic relations, the
creation of a <«new eco-
nomic order on the basis
of equal relations», etc., is. in
the centre of attention, as
the only solution to their acu-
te problems. He raised the
absolute need ot «a common
effort for a new economic
order» which will be attained
within the framework of the
«respect of the integral, inter-
dependent and interlinked

world~», which takes into con-

sideration «the interests of
all on an equal basis.> All
this will be brought about
through the «dialogue» behind
the scenes in Washington and
in Moscow and the peoples
must turn their eyes to them
and await what the two su-
perpowers will decide about
their fates. Therefore, Gorba-
chov emphasized that the
«calls for disrupting the his-
torically created economic re-
lations (which, as is known,
are relations of oppression
and exploitation — note is
ours) are dangerous and offer
no solution.»

Despite the phrases used to
couch this «new political
thought>» in essence it is
nothing but the revival of
known revisionist concepts.
The Khrushchevite slogans of
«peaceful coexistence» and
«disarmament» have nothing
new in themselves. They were
issued in the period of the
crisis of the colonial system
of imperialism and were pre-

sented as the only means of

securing the national inde- -

pendence of the colonial and
dependent countries. In order
to justify this <«way out»
Khrushchev  declared that
every single «spark might
touch off a world -confla-
gration», therefore, according
to this logic, the peoples must
reconcile themselves to and
accept imperialist thraldom as
an irremediable act.

The consequences of this po-
licy are also known. It did
not and could not possibly
bring real independence -and
freedom to the oppressed peo-
ples, and not only it did not
save them from imperialist
oppression and gxploitation,
but, on the contrary, extended

and deepened them through’

the neo-colonialist policy pur-
sued by imperialism and so-
cial-imiperialism.

Gorbachov’s team strives
to present all this «new po-
litical thought» as an appli-
cation and <«further develop-
ment» of the Leninist tea-

‘chings in the present con-

ditions of the crisis of the
neo-colonial system of im-
perialism. But confrontation
with the Leninist teachings
clearly reveals that Gorba-
chov’s theses are diametri-
cally opposed to them, both
over the problems of impe-

" rialism, in general, and over

the liberation struggles of the
peoples, in particular. The
scientific analysis of impe-
rialism led V. .I. Lenin to
the conclusions that it is «the
epoch of financial capital and
monopolies, which brings in
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its wake the tendency towards
domination and not freedom.
Reaction all along the line —
whatever the political regi-
mes be — an extreme exa-
cerbation of contradictions
even in this field, this is
the result of these tenden-
cies.» The essence of the fo-
reign policy of imperialism, .
Lenin points out, «is com-
prised in the struggle of the
big powers for the economic
and political division of the
world», and impertalism is
characterized by tne effort
{o annex <«not only the agra-
rian countries, but also the
industrial ones». The impe-
rialist bourgeoisie needs the
dependent countries in order

to plunder them of their na-

tural- wealth, to appropriate
the toil and fruits of the
work of the masses, to find
tucrative markets on which
they can sell their own
goods.

Criticizing the opportunists
who tried to embellish impe-
rialism, V. I. Lenin stressed -
that «trusts that can care
about the condition of the
masses, instead of occupying
colonies, can be found only
in the imagination of the re-
formists». '

. The development of the si-
tuation in our century corro-
borates the correctness of the
Leninist scientific analysis of
imperialism. The imperialist
oppression and ,exploitation
caused, as a reaction, the
struggle of the working mas-
ses for freedom and indepen-
dence, which has resulted in
the complete disintegration of
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the colonial system of impe-

rialism and the crisis of neo-

colonialism. g
Gorbachov’s theories are just
an effort at ensuring a pe-
riod' of quiet needed for the
realization of the neo-colonia-
list expansion, for wiping out
any obstacle which might
cross his road and which is
raised by the peoples’ libe-
ration movement for economic
and political independence.
How can the neo-colonialist
policy be reduced to terms
of equal trade only, as Gor-
bachov is trying to do when
practice is' showing quile
clearly that it comprises a
whole system of economic,
political, ideological, and mi-
litary measures, through
which the imperialist super-
powers try to ensure the eco-
nomic exploitation and the
political enslavement of these
countries. In this way,
through the export of capital,
which has assumed unheard
of proportions, the imperialist
powers not only plunder these
countries of their natural
wealth, but also practically
have the control of the eco-
nomy and make the law
wherever their capital has pe-
netrated. Today, throtigh the
loan capital they fleece the
peoples of these countries,
getting double profit, with
the result that the debts of
the developing countries have
reached to about one thou-
sand billion dollars. How
much these debts burden the
economy of the developing
countries, this can be under-
stood quite well if we 1e-
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member their weight
national product.
to a study made by the World

Bank, the external debt of
the 15 biggest debitors in
. 1987 reached up to 50.8 per

cent of their national product.
That is the reason why many
of these countries are not
in a position to pay-even the
interest rates, not to mention
the debts, and now they are
on the verge of bankruptcy.
The known tactics of putting
off the term of payment of
debts has been conditioned
on new and more stringent
demands, which put in jeo-
pardy both the economic and
the political independence of
these countries. The present
debts, Comrade Ramiz Alia
points out at the 9th Congress
of the PLA, «are the outcome
of the latest strategy of im-
perialism - to keep the coun-
tries which have been libe-
rated from colonial bondage
in its clutches and to include
even those that had escaped
its domination.»

In his efforts to soften and
modify the contradictions of
our time, Gorbachov goes so
far as to endeavour to create
the illusion that the <«multi-
national companies will be
compelled to adapt themsel-
ves to the independent alter-
native which the peoples have
taken or will take». Such
an assertion goes beyond all
bounds. The multinational
companies have been created
by imperialism in order to
suck the blood of the peoples,
in order to tramplg their
freedom and independence

in the
~ According’

‘instead, have

underfoot. The multinational
companies, wherever they are,
have not adapted themselves
to the independent develop-
ment of the developing coun- -
tries, but have plundered
them of théir natural wealth
intensified the
exploitation of the working
masses, have supported and

" backed up the reactionary re-

gimes, have organized plots
and coups d’état, thus openly
trampling underfoot the free-
dom and independence of the
peoples. The multinationals
have been justly considered
by Comrade Enver Hoxha as
«pillars of neo-colonialism».

The independence of the
developing countries is jeo-
pardized also by a whole
system of political-military
measures. Few, if any, are the
countries .in which the mili-
tary prgsehce of the super-
powers ‘is not seen, military .
bases, advisers, and so on,
and there is no regional con-
flict in which their hand is
not felt. The arms traffic not
only has become a Jucrative
business, but is also an im-
portant means of penetrating
into the other countries. After
securing the social support
within the countries in which
they extend their influence,
the neo-colonialists oppose all
efforts to independent deve-
lopment. They resort to all
the means and ways, up to
tnreats and the undertaking
of open military aggressions
to achieve their aims. The

bitter experience of Guate-
mala, the Domenican Repu-
blic, Chile, etc.,, as well as



ALBANIA TODAY

press
review

the recent events in Afgha-
nistan, Nicaragua, Kybia, etc.,
are clear evidence of all this.

It is precisely the neo-co-
lonialist expansion, the open
trampling and disregard .of
the most elementary rights
which have led to a new
exacerbation of the contradic-
tions between the peoples and
imperialism and to the crisis
of neo-colonialism. The peo-
ples are growing more and
more aware that the cur-
tailment of their political in-
dependence and the plunder
of their natural wealth can-
not be eliminated through
partical and lopsided mea-
sures, through reformist mea-
sures, and less so, through
«cooperation» and <«dialogue»
between the biggest neo-colo-
nialists of our time — the two
superpowers. They have raised
their voice in protest against
the imperialist plunder in all
its forms; they oppose the
concessions made to the im-
perialist powers and espe-
cially theé superpowers, and
have risen in mounting re-
volts against the dictatorship
regimes, the foreign military
bases and the imperialist
threats of aggression. This
movement has included the
working masses in towns and
in rural areas, patriots and
democrats, which provides its
broad social basis.

The whole ado about the
so-called «world economic
new order,» which was so
eagerly embraced by the Gor-
bachov team. is aimed at
keeping the hope alive among
the peoples that just rela-
tions in the conditions of im-

perialism are not ruled out.
Furthermore, for the sake of
the «equilibrium of inte-
rests», the peoples are called
upon to renounce whatever
they cherish most and about

. which they are most sensi-

tive — namely, their freedom
and independence, and should
not rise against the impe-
rialist and social-imperialist
oppression. There has never
been and cannot be equality
among the plunderers and the
plundered, the oppressors
and the oppressed. It is in-
conceivable that imperialism
should secure equality among
the metropoiises, on the one
hand, and the colonies and
the dependent countries, on
the other, because, in that
case, it would cease to be
imperialism. Equality and
correct economic and national
relations in the conditions of
imperialism on the basis of
Gorbachov’s «laws of the in-
tegral and interlinked world>
are utopia. ' Experience has
shown this quite clearly. Im-
posing on_ the former colo-
nial and deépendent countries
a policy of low prices for the
goods they produce and the
deepening ‘of the dispropor-
tion between prices for pri-
mary materials and finished

products, plunder through ca-

pital investments and valu-
tary and financial speculation,
the various trade barriers, etc.,
these are some of the ways
and forms used by the im-
perialist powers in order to
intensify the plunder of these
countries. It is sufficient to
mention that only in the last
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ten years the profit made by the
American corporations in the
developing countries was four
times greater than their ini-
tial capital investments. This
fact not only reveals clearly
the nature of the export of
capital, but also shows what
weight and importance of the
plunder of these countries for
the metropolises.

The creation of the impres-
sion that the contradictions
of our epoch can be softened
and that everything can be
solved through talks between
Moscow and Washington is a
tactics of Soviet revisionism,
which stems from the dis-
turbed economic situation and
from the need of mustering
up forces for e new and
still greater expansion of So-
viet social-imperialism in the
world, in general, and in the
developing countries, in par-
ticular. In order to get even
more q_eeply into these coun-
tries to occupy new positions,
and moreover, to have an
edge over their rivals, the
Soviet social-imperialists need
more capital, advanced tech-
nology, which théy do not
have now. In order to achieve
this, they need time, they
need a better political atmos-
phere -with thé other impe-
rialist states, so as to create
the possibility to get more
aid and credits from them.
Gorbachov said openly that
«perestroyka» will ‘enable the
Soviet Union «to be included
in the international division
of labour and resources in a
manner never seen before.»
Therefore, the peoples cannot
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expect anything good from
the talks between the super-
powers, or from the waving
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of the olive branches either-
by them or by the other im-
perialist powers. These tactics

«CIRCULATION OF ARMAMENTS» —
AN AMERICAN RESTRICTION TO LIMIT
THE. SOVEREIGNTY OF ITS ALLIES

«ZERI I POPULLIT~

The promises and praetices
of the superpowers over the
question' of armament and di-

sarmament reminds one of
the principle of communi-
cating vessels. Even if pro-

mises are made about the
reduction of this or that type
of weaponry and even if re-
ductions are really made, ar-
maments are increased or

_compensated for with a dif-
~ ferent type;

even if they
withdraw or are compelled to
withdraw from one country,
they hasten to deploy their
contingents in another coun-
try. A fresh example is the
case of the 72 F-16 American
fighter aircraft, which are
deployed at the big military
base ‘of Torrejon in Spain and
which, according to-the de-
cisions of the Spanish go-
vernment, must - leave the
country within three years.

The decision for the Ameri-’

can fighter aircraft to leave

Spain, and for the 50 per
cent reduction of the Ameri-
can military personnel in
Spain is a correct sjep which
met with the approval of the
European realistic and . pro-
gressive opinion. Of course,
this was a slap in the face
of the American ‘government
and observes describe it as
the greatest political setback
of the United States of Ame-
rica in Western Europe since
the time when General De

Gaulle ordered the dismant-.

ling of all -the- American mi-
litary bases in France, pro-
claiming the concept of the
defence of the country by
the national forces. The po-
sition of the American go-
vernment becomes still more
difficult if we bear in mind
that at present talks are

being held about the problem.

of the military bases in

are known and their. aim is
to divide and redivide the
spheres of influence.

Greece and the Philiphinnes.
The Greek-American accord
on military bases expires at
the end of this year and the
talks have. been.  considered
to be a thorny issues. In
case of failure ito reach an
agreement, the bases should
be dismantled within 17
months. Meanwhile reports
have it that the Greek govern-
ment repeated the request
made since last November at
the American embassy that
the USA must cease all work
at the American bases in
Greece while talks continue.
Problems have emerged over
the question of the bases in
Portugal and in some other
country. .

In this situation the United .
States of America is shifting
to the policy of «circulation
of armaments». In order to
soften ‘the effect of the de-
cision of the Spanish govern-
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ment, Washington hastened to
declare that these aircraft
will be stationed in some
other allied country. More
concrete talks has been about
the base of Comiso, Sicily,

where, as is known, there

2 . * :
are- 112- Cruise nuclear missi-

_ les, planned to be disman-

tled according to the agree-
ment between Reagan and
Gorbachov reached last De-
cember. The Mayor of Co-
miso, Salvatore Zage, de-
clared that the communal ad-
ministration of Comiso will
resort to all means to oppose
the transfer to Comiso of the
F-16 American aircraft from
Torrejon of Spain.

The United States of Ame-

" rica has placed its allies be-

fore the accomplished . fact.

_«Circulation of armaments»,
" the deployment’ and rede-

ployment of the bases, mis-
siles, aircraft and warships
is regarded as the exclusive
American right. The lable of

the «NATO decision» which -

is used in order to mitigate
to some extent the American
arrogance, is too weak to
cover the truth about the mo-
nopolization by the white
House of the important pro-
blems of the defence of Eu-
ropean countries. In a report
to the Congress, the American
president, Reagan ,reminded
the allies that the «presence
of the American forces is

an indispensability» and that .

the alternations in the de-
ployment of these forces are
«a distribution of = duties
among the USA and . its al-
lies», This distribution of

duties is a condition on the
allies, compelling them to

accept the risky parts which -

‘Pentagon allocates to them
in the great strategic plans
in Europe. ’

Why 1is. the United States
so impatient about redeploy-
ing these aircraft? Because
it is aware of the great
pressure the broad masses
and progressive opinion
bring to bear on the' go-
vernments of the European
countries about the danger
of the American
bases. The conviction that
the American military bases
provide rather a defence for
the American interests in the
Wes/t:fEuropean-,eo,untries than
a defence of these .countries
from outside dangers is wi-
despread .and continues . to
spread also among important
political personalities and cir-
cles .in. Europe. These inte-
rests are the main reason why

the United  States of Ameri- -

ca strives to maintain its mi-
litary rpresence in Europe.
That is why- the 72 .fighters
are not to return to the Uni-
ted States but are to be
transfered to another Euro-
pean country. The redeploy-
ment of the F-16 fighter air-
craft raises another problem
which has to do with the
nuclear strategic balance of

-the two. superpowers. These
.ai_rcratt are capable of car-

rying nuclear weapons and
are part of the strategic. ar-
sengl of the United ~ States.
The dismantling of the me-
dium-range missiles and their
replacement with ajreraft

( carrying
. shows not only that the cour--

military
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nuclear weapons

se is nog.towards disarma-
ment, but the opposite. Hen-
ve, this is only a tactical -
change, consisting in basing
the American nuclear policy

‘in Europe precisely on stra-

tegic weapons.

'~ Within the framework of
the «circulation of arma-
ments» falls, also, the inten-
sification of the military ac-

‘tivity in the peripheral zo-

nes of Europe after the
signing of the agreement on
medium-range missiles de-
ployed mostly in Central Eu- .
rope. In one of his interviews
the Finnish president, Mauno

" Koivisto, expressed his preoc-

cupation over the intensifica-
tion of military movement of
the two superpowers in re-

-cent times 1n the Nordic zone.

He informed that hundreds
sea-and air-borne Cruise  me-
dium-range missiles are being
produced now.® Their produc-
tion immediately after® the
sensational declaration . that
these weapons would be de-
stroyed speaks clearly of the
nature of the promises made
by the superpowers about
disarmament and about their
redeployment in other coun-
tries.

As to what the American
leaders think and what con-
siderations they have - regar-
ding the alliance and the
allies, this is clearly seen in
the arrogant threat which ‘the -
special envoy of Reagan, Ge-
neral Vernon Walters, made
to the ‘Spaniards: «We shall
leave, but we will not for-
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get.» Intimidation is one of
the pillars of the American
diplomacy which is openly
practised on the allies. These
intimidations are also direc-
ted towards other countries
which have American troops
in their territories in order to
frighten them into immobili-
ty. At the 9th Congress of

ALBANIA TODAY

the Party Comrade Ramiz
Alia pointed out that «In the
name of co-ordinating their
policies and strategies, many
countries have accepted great
restrictions which have limi-
ted their sovereighty over
many capital issues, which
have impeded their 'indepen—

dent action in the internatio-
nal arena, which have placed
them in a position of impos-
sibility to decide freely about
their own destinies.» What
we are witnhessing today in
the European scene is a clear
proof of the correctness of
this analysis.
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