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‘ KEEP HIGH THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT»
a sculptural fragment by Mumtas Dhrami.
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There is no stronger army than the people armed and militarily trained and there is no more powerful weapon than the people’s
war in the flames of which any aggressor is burned and destroyed
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THE STRENGTH

OF OUR ARMY IS BASED ON
ITS REVOLUTIONARY POPULAR
CHARACTER .. s

THERE IS NO STATE IN THE WORLD THAT DOES NOT
HAVE ITS OWN ARMY, BUT THEIR CHARACTERS DIFFER, IN
CONFORMITY WITH THE KIND OF STATE, AND THE PO-
LITICAL AND SOCIAL ORDER WHICH THEY SERVE.

OUR PEOPLE'S ARMY HAS AN ESSENTIALLY PEOPLE’S
CHARACTER, NOT BECAUSE IT BEARS SUCH A NAME, BUT
BECAUSE IN THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA THE
ENTIRE STATE POWER, AN ORGANIC PART OF WHICH IS
THE ARMY, IS IN THE HANDS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE
AND SERVES THEM ALONE, BECAUSE IT SERVES THE SO-
CIALIST SOCIO-ECONOMIC ORDER, TO DEFEND THE
FREEDOM, INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF THE
PEQOPLE, WON WITH MUCH BLOODSHED AND SACRIFICE,
TO PREVENT THE RETURN TO POWER OF THE OVER-
THROWN OPPRESSORS AND EXPLOITERS AND TO BUILD A
HAPPIER AND MORE PROSPEROUS LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE,
AND THE COMPLETE SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST SOCIETY.

The armies of the capitalist and bourgeois-revisionist coun-
tries are not, and can never be, really people’s armies, for in
those countries the state power and the armies, like the socio-
-economic order, are not in the hands of the people, but in the
hands of the bourgeois and bourgeois-revisionist ruling classes,
to oppress and exploit the broad working masses of the coun-
try, as well as to gobble up the freedom and independence
of other peoples, as the imperialist United States and the
social imperialist Soviet Union, especially, are doing, in their
desire to establish their savage domination throughout the
world through' violence and deception.

sRruga e Partisén ~ Theoretical and political organ of the
Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania.

An army of liberated workers and peasants, an army of
the revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat, like
our army, cannot be other than a revolutionary people’'s army,
an army linked to the people, like flesh to bone, moulded
with the lofty virtues of the heroic Albanian people, and, at
the same time, of the triumphant proletariat, free from all
the vicious features of the anmtipopular, reactionary bourgeois
and bourgeois-revisionist armies. Our army has been created
and raised as such by the people themselves in their blow
to blow struggle with the external and internal enemies; it
has been created, organised, educated and taught by the Party
of Labour of Albania with comrade Enver Hoxha at the head.

The whole strength of our army is based on its revolu-
lionary people’s character, and it gains this character from
its organic connection with the people, from the proletarian
leadership of the Party, and its proletarian ideological education
with the Marxist-Leninist teachings of the Party, and comrade
Enver Hoxha. It is precisely this connection, this leadership,
and its education with these teachings, that make it invincible
to the class enemies. «Outside this concepts, comrade
Enver Hoxha says, «there can be no invincible army...An army
is invincible when it is an army of liberated workers and
peasants, when it is an army of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and when it is led by a genuine Marxist-Leninist
party.»

The enemies would like our army to divorce itself from
the people, that the Party leadership in it should be weakened
and eliminated, that our army should not be nurtured with
the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary teachings, so that its popular
character would be liquidated and it would not be in position



Our peoples’s army has an essentially

people’s character, not because it has such a name,

but because in the People’s Republic of Albania

the entire State power

an organic part of which is the army,

is in the hands of the working people and serves

them alone, because it serves the socialist socio-economic order

to carry out its great duties of the defence of the homeland,
and be immediately destroyed in the face of imperialist and
social imperialists aggression. In reality, the enemies not only
have wanted this, but have also worked to bring this about.

Our Party has paid great attention to the unceasing revo-
lutionisation of the army, along with the revolutionisation of
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the whole life of the
country, not allowing its revolutionary people’s character to be
impaired.

The connection of the army with the people, the leadership
of the working class Party in the army, its education with
the Marxist-Leninist proletarian ideology, which give it its
revolutionary people’s character, have not remained abstract
notions with us. They have not remained empty phrases, as
is the case in the revisionist countries, where these great prin-
ciples, formulated by the classics of Marxism-Leninism, are
trumpeted only to conceal the abandonment of Marxism-Leni-
nism, to deceive the masses, while in fact they act against
these principles. Today, the soviet army and the other revisio-
nist armies, are no different from the US army and other bour-
geois armies, either in their reactionary character or in their
oppressive and aggressive aims. While with us, the linking
of the army with the people, the proletarian leadership of the
Party in the army, the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary education,
cannot be concived otherwise than as materialised in practice.
It is precisely this aspect that distinguishes our People’s Army
from any bourgeois-revisionist army.

The linking of the army with the people is embodied in
practice in the fields of organisation and training and, in the
concrete fighting duties, the defence of the homeland.

Unlike any capitalist and revisionist country, in our
country the army is not divorced from the people. The
People’s Republic of Albania is a socialist country; it is, as
comrade Enver Hoxha says, sthe homeland of the entire people,
therefore it must be defended by the entire people; for us
defence must have the character of people’s defence. Seen
through this correct Marxist-Leninist prism, our People’s Army
is only a part of the armed peoplen.

Our Party has constantly improved the implementation of
the great Marxist-Leninist principle of the entire people being
soldiers, of the arming and training of the whole people for
defence. For this reason, with us the «army» has a much broad
meaning than its classic meaning, indeed even broader than
the notion of «the armed forces». Our people's army includes
not only the soldiers and officers on active service, but also
all the reservists and all the volunteer territorial self-defence
forces, etc.

From the very outset our army was created, not as a
special caste or stratum, but as an organic part of the insurgent
people, of the people armed, organised and led by the Party,
in the general people’s uprising to win freedom, independence,
and the people’s state power. With the ever greater streng-
thening and consolidation of our socialist political, social and
economic order the principle of the wsoldier peoples, of the
army as a part of the armed people, has assumed, and is conti-
nually assuming, a broader and deeper extension and concreti-
sation, This is the opposite of what is occurring today in the
capitalist and revisionist countries, where the army, the armed
forces, are becoming more and more shut off, creating higher
walls and wider gulfs between them and the people, so that
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they turn into professional armies, into professional, salaried,
armed forces. This tendency, the opposite of ours, is linked
with the continuous development of the general crisis in those
countries, as well as with the anti-Marxist principle according
to which the fate of the war is allegedly decided by military
equipment, atomic and nuclear, chemical and bacteriological
weapons, missiles, satellites, laser rays, etc., a principle which
is finding ever broader application with the imperialists and so-
cial imperialists. Here, we apply the immutable Marxist-Leninist
principle, according to which the fate of the war is decided pri-
marily by man.

The feature of an army divorced from the people, of a
closed, permanent, professional army, has found its expression
in the barracs army like the bourgeois and revisionist armies,
for only such an army conforms to the oppressive and exploit-
ing system. Basing himself on Marx and Engels, Lenin
demanded «the elimination of the permanent army, its repla-
cement with the arming of the entire peoples, «the liquidation
of the barracks army and the creation of the free military
schools, sthe destruction of the military castes, «the transfor-
mation of all the soldiers into citizens and of all the citizens,
able to carry arms, into soldierss. Comrade Enver Hoxha has
described the barracks army as suitable for conspiracies, for
military putsches, like the one carried out by Khruschov, with
Zhukov’s help, in the Soviet Union, when he surrounded the
Central Committee of the CPSU with the army and seized the
state power by force.

With us the Party has fought and crushed any inclination
and spirit of the old bourgeois barracks army; it has always
put into practice the teaching of the usoldier peoples, of
the arming and training of the entire people for defence, of
the free military school and is doing this ever more thoroughly.
Our Party and people learned this great lesson in the National
Liberation War.

Not only did our army emerge from the bosom of the
people, as an integral part of the insurgent armed people, but
it was entirely based on the people. It was not created in
barracks and it never stayed in them. It was lodged, fed and
clothed by the people. It seized its weapons from the enemy.
Although poorly fed and clothed, with fewer arms than the
enemy, with commanders and commissars who had never
graduated from military academies, the majority of them with
little general culture, such an army proved to be steel-like
and invincible, capable of fighting and winning against enemies
greater in numbers, dressed in the best, armed to the teeth,
with officers and generals educated in military schools and
academies.

Our Party and people will always carry out the instructions
given by comrade Enver Hoxha, who demands that these
teachings of Lenin’'s should always guide us in our work with
the army, that we bear in mind these great principles to arm
the entire people, to achieve what Lenin says: «Every soldier
must be a citizen and every citizen a soldiers.

The bourgeois and revisionist army cannot come out from
its barracks, for if it does so, it grows weaker and weaker
and disintegrates, because it is not based on the people.
While in coming out of its barracks, our people’s army in no
way loses either its strength or its character as a regular,
modern army, perfectly trained for fighting; on the contrary,
it increased and further develops these characteristics, it
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flourishes and grows continually stronger, preserving and
always developing its invincibility. The lack of barracks did not
hinder the Albanian National Liberation Army from turning
completely into a regular and powerful army of the people
and the new Albanian State of people’s democracy. «A free
military school:, comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, wdoes not
mean an amateur school, but military, in the full meaning
of the word, with e proletarian discipline, with a high poli-
tical and ideological consciousness, organised in units in such
a way as to respond to the organisation of the army and where
all the weapons and practices needed by the detachment are
taught. The detachments should be organised in such 2 way
that they carry out all the programmes laid down for the army,
and effect at any time the laision, coordination and creation
in a record time, of concentration in large detachments ready
for wars.

The forms of organisation of the people’s army, unlike the
forms of the bourgeois revisionist army, also necessarily
require other forms and ways of waging war, and conse-
quently of the fighting preparedness. In case of aggression
against the PRA the entire people, armed and trained to do
battle with the aggressors and triumph over them, will fight.
Thus, a people’s army, as our army is, cannot wage other than
a people’s war, which is a war of the popular masses, built

_on the basis of the principle of selfreliance, a war of the entire

people. The military preparation for such a war can never be
limited to the active army. Not only does this preparation
include the reserve army, the territorial volunteer self-defence
forces in a word, all the ucitizens capable of carrying armss,
but it does not permit the slightest underestimation of the
importance of the training of the reservists, volunteer forces,
etc., which must be as sound, and as all-sided, as that of the
active army.

The strategy and tactics of the people’s war, its forms
of fighting, are much richer, more varied and more flexible
than those of any other war. It is a very dynamic war, it is
frontal but also partisan, it leaves no corner of the country
without turning it into searing flames for the ememy, and
allows the enemy not a single piece of peaceful territory. It
is waged on land, air, and sea, with all types of arms, it is
waged in the plains and the mountains, it raises mountains
even where there are none; it is waged in fortifications and
open terrain, it is defensive, and even more, offensive; it is
usually a protracted war, but with lightening blows, with fire
and attacks and counter-attacks both from unprepared posi:
tions, and by means of dexterous and intelligent manoeuvring;
it requires speed, surprise, broad initiative, masterly use of
the terrain and the richest strategemes that might be born
in the creative minds of the people and their revolutionary
leaders.

It is difficult to fight a whole people. Therefore, the impe-
rialists and social imperialists fear the people’s war more than
anything. That is why they strive in every way to undermine
the preparation for defence and people’s war of the people’s
and their armies which they plan to attack.

The allround preparation of the army and of the whole
soldier people is not an easy job. On the contrary, it is very
complicated, because the people’s war is also difficult and
complicated. This war requires not omly bravery and self-
denial, but also profound knowledge and high skill in orga-
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nising, waging and leading the war, in the use of arms and
fighting technique in general. It also requires thorough advance
knowledge of the enemy, of any possible aggression, so as to
be able to counterpose our revolutionary strategy and tactics
to the strategy and tactics of the enemy, to make the position
intolerable for the enemy forces, to set traps and drown them
in their own blood. For this purpose our Party, and comrade
Enver Hoxha, lay before our People’s Army, before our whole
soldier people, the task of thoroughly and persistently study-
ing our people’s military art, the art of the people’s wat,
embodied in theses of the Defence Council, which are based on
the Marxist-Leninist military science, the laws of war, the milita-
ry line of our Party, the rich experience of our National Libera-
tion War, and its further development in the post-war period.

The people’s war brooks no ready-made schemes, for-
malism, routine and scholasticism, therefore, the preparation
for such a war cannot be formal and scholastic either. Our
people and our army fought and won in the National Li-
beration War with a high creative spirit, which the Party had
instilled in the mind and heart of every cadre and partisan,
of every people’s fighter, The theses of the Defence Council
cultivate this creative spirit. The training, which is constructed
and carried out on the basis of the requirements of our peo-
ple’s military art, of the laws of war, which is free from
formalism and routine, which has the revolutionary creative
spirit blended into it, is never boring, it is interesting, and,
above all, it teaches the art of people’s war, so variegated and
at the same time so complicated, in practice. The application
of schemes and prescriptions outside our reality, outside the
framework of people’s war, causes incalculable damage to the
preparation of the people for defence. Useless «spit and polishs,
work merely for show, deception, cause even greater damage. All
these things are incompatible with the people’'s character of the
army, they are typical only of the bourgeois reyisionist armies.

The revolutionary education of our People’s Army is
expressed in the proletarian people’s virtues and qualities of
our officers and soldiers.

Above all, this education is apparent in the profound under-
standing that the duty of the defence of lhe socialist homeland
is the duty above all duties. This understanding has its roots
in the very reality of the rapid development of the country
on the road of socialist construction, the aliround progress and
prosperity, the superiority of our socialist order over the ca-
pitalist order, as well as in the great ideological and political
work being done by the Party with all our people, to make
it clear to them and convince them that everything they are
building with toil and sweat, they must defend with blood and
sacrifice, that the P.R. of Albania is under a great and un-
relenting threat from the imperialist-revisionist encirclement,
that the US imperialists, the Soviet social imperialists, and
other external chauvinistic reactionary forces, have their plans
ready and are awaiting only the opportune moment to attack
and destroy socialism in Albania, to enslave the Albanian
people, to snatch from their hands the great and vital victories
they have achieved under the leadership of the Party.

The profound understanding of the duty of defence is
expressed in the tireless work the Party is doing with
the officers and soldiers for their military and political pre-
paration, in the work they themselves do in this direction, in
the readiness displayed by every citizen to carry out military
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service as an active soldier, reserve soldier, or a member
of self-defence detachments, etc., in the sacrifices the whole of
our people are making for defence. «There can be no People’s
Army without countless sacrifices:, says comrade Enver Hoxha.

Laziness, sluggishness, lack of interest, apoliticism, are
incompatible with the revolutionary, people’'s character of our
army and our worker-soldier people.

In our country. The officer or solider is first of all a
political man, who stands loyal to the people, socialism, the
Party, who knows and applies its decisions and directives and
the laws of the State and the teachings of comrade Enver Hoxha,
who always wages the class struggle correctly, and, finally,
who proves himself tireless in passing on his military, politi-
cal, ideological, and theoretical knowledge to others.

Our army never remains politically neutral, as the capi-
talist want to present the armies of their countries. Our servi-
cemen enjoy full political rights like all the other citizens
because army and people are one, and have the same aim;
the complete construction of the socialist society and com-
munism, the defence of the socialist homeland. The people do
not fear the army, nor does the army fear the people, unlike
what occurs in capitalist and revisionist countries, where the
people are afraid of the army.

Because the people and army are one, our army takes
part in the entire political life of the country with equal rights,
and considers the question of the political, economic, and
cultural development of the PRA as ifts own, just as every
citizen considers the defence of the homeland as his own con-
cern. Every unit, detachment, and sub-detachment maintains
close, daily reciprocal ties with the district, the city, the enterpri-
se, the cooperative, the school of the zone or region where it li-
ves and operates. They help one another to solve the political,
economic, cultural and military problems. Before he is a good
service man, every one of our soldiers is a good citizen of the
PRA, who knows how to carry out in an exemplary way the
duties with which he is charged by the constitution and laws, of
the state and the directives and decisions of the Party.

The revolutionary people’s character of our army is streng-
thened by proletarian virtues, such as unsullied love and aid
for the comrade, socialist moral behaviour in society, com-
munist honesty and justice. The vices of the bourgeois army,
such as selfishness, pettyness, cronyism, stealing, lies, hypo-
crisy, slander and intrigue, servility, gambling, drunkenness
and dissolute behaviour, are alien to our servicemen. Any
manifestation of such vices is severely criticized and punished.

The virtues of loyalty, honour, the pure partisan morality,
essentially communist, which characterized the Albanian Natio-
nal Liberation Army, constituted sound weapons to win the
hearts of the people, who, by means of these virtues, made
the distinction between the partisans and the reactionary bri-
gand forces of «Balli Kombétar» and «Legaliteti». Our Party
fights to preserve and ceaselessly develop the revolutionary
virtues of the NLA in the People’s army.

Of great importance in defining the character of an army
are its leading cadres, the officers. If the officers are and always
remain revolutionary, loyal sons of the people, the revolu-
tion, socialism, and the cause of the proletariat, the army will
always preserve its revolutionary people’s character; otherwise
it degenerates into a bourgeois-revisionist army, turns from a
weapon of the dictatorship of the proletariat and socialism
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into a weapon of the counterrevolution of the bourgeoisie,
into a reactionary antipopular army, as has happened in the
case of the Soviet Army.

In the bourgeois armies the leading cadres of the army
constitute a caste in themselves, the most privileged, the most
fawned upon of the ruling class, because this caste is a
watch-dog of the capitalist and revisionist order. While with
us, the commanders and commissars are loyal sons of the
people; the dictatorship of the proletariat has trained them
itself, to serve the people, socialism, has moulded them with
the proletarian ideology of the Party and with the Marxist-
Leninist military science. The officers of our People’s Army
have the same rights and duties as all the citizes. They have
no special privileges. They have great responsibility and render
account for their entire activity to the people, the Party, the
organs of the people’s state power, and the soldiers.

The Party, and comrade Enver Hoxha, require the army
cadres to be «in the first place very kindly men, sincere, frank
and just towards the soldiers, to be modest ant tireless workers,
insistent and strict in demanding account, from themselves
firts of all, and then from the soldiers, without falling into
arrogance, or, on the other hand, into sluggishness, opportu-
nism, or liberalism», Entirely alien to our officers are the
symptoms characteristic of the bourgeois and revisionist army,
such as arrogance, domineering, haughtiness, remoteness from
the soldiers, moral dissipation. Any such symptoms are most
severely condemned as soon as they appear.

The Party is doing intensive work to preserve the army
cadres from the ills and vices of the bourgeois and revisionist
officers and generals. It teaches them never to think that they
are immune from these evils, not to let themselves get rusty
and spoiled, but to temper themselves continually as revolutio-
naries, win their authority through their work, ability and
faultless behaviour and not through brutal and arrogant atti-
tudes. «We must be modest with the soldiers, comrade
Enver Hoxha advises the army cadres, «so that he will be
close to us; we must love the army so that the soldiers will
love us, will become convinced of what we tell them and follow
our leads. Harshness is shown only to the enemies of the
people, of the Party, and of socialism.

The tempering of officers as revolutionaries is also assis-
ted by their participation in productive labour for a definite
time every year, just as all other cadres in our country.

As is known, rank was abolished in our People’s Army some
time ago. The Party took this decision precisely to eliminate
any formal division between officers and soldiers, to prevent
the creation of distance between the cadres and the rank-
and-file fighters, to preserve the officers from the evils of
arrogance, despotism, haughtiness, and conceit. Military rank
was a vestige of the bourgeois armies and was in opposition
to the mass line and proletarian democracy our Party applies
both in the army and everywhere else. Comrade Enver Hoxha
considers the opinion of the mass of the soldiers as a very
great force. «Without your, he addresses the soldiers, swithout
your advice, without your opinions, without your experience,
without your criticism, the officers would degenerate, become
conceiteds,

Neither the lack of military rank nor the proletarian demo-
cracy impair proletarian discipline in anyway. They do not
weaken our People’s Army at all, do not hinder it from pre-
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paring itself militarily and politically and fighting brilliantly
against the enemies, on the contrary. Did the lack of rank
and the development of revolutionary democracy hinder our
National Liberation Army from waging its renowned heroic
war and triumphing over the Italian and German occupation
armies and the Ballist and Zogist forces? And in another war
against the imperialist or socialist imperialist aggressors rank
will play no part at all. «What do we want with badges of
rank, says comrade Enver Hoxha. «Do we want to get caught
up in brambles and thorns? We shall fight better without them.
If need be, even without jackets, or boots, just as the partisans
did yesterday+. And further: «As you see, badges of rank play
no role whatever in the revolution and in the war of the pro-
letariat and the people. In the revolution the proletarians and
the peoples fight without rank and triumph over the enemies
with badges of rank and decorations. The proletarians and
peoples fight and win without boots, with ragged clothes and
empty bellies, whereas the army of the capitalist, which is quite
unable to fight without those things, is defeated by us.

«What is it then, that makes revolutionary armies strong?
It is that spirit, those laws of the revolution...., Marxism-
-Leninism and the Marxist-Leninist Party that educates them
and leads them in revolutions.

The Party demands that democracy and proletarian mili-
tary discipline always go together and not only must they not
oppose any other, but, on the contrary, each must help in
the application and strengthening of the other. Democracy
helps to make discipline really conscious. The Party and the
dictatorship of the proletariat demand strict military discipline,
but only conscious discipline, for only such a discipline,
comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, «goes to the point of making
the ultimate sacrifice: to die in defence of the homelands.
«In the army», he continues, «orders are and always remain
orders. They must be carried through to the end, but in the
first place, they must be on the line of the Party, on the ideolo-
gy of the Party, on the military road of the Partys.

A powerful contribution to the continuous preservation and
strengthening of the revolutionary virtues and qualities of
the cadres and fighters of our People’s Army is the great work
carried out by the Party for their ideological and political edu-
cation, which is closely linked and interwoven with the work
for their military education. The study and assimilation of
Marxism-Leninism, of the history of the Party of Labour of
Albania, of the Party documents and comrade Enver Hoxha's
works, closely connected with the revolutionary activity, is
that great force which makes our army preserve and continually
strengthen its proletarian character, which makes our cadres
and soldiers remain always loyal to the people, the Party, and
the dictatorship of the proletariat, purge themselves of alien
remnants in their consciousness, defend themselves from the
bourgeois-revisionist influences, and think and act always as
revolutionaries, implementing the decisions and directives of
the Party, and the teaching of comrade Enver Hoxha.

The leadership by the Party of Labour of Albania is a
decisive factor which ensures both the organic army-people
unity and the revolutionary education of the soldier people.
In our people’s army this leadership is realized through the
Party branches, bureaus and committees, through the political
commissars and all the communists.



The gains of sociallsm with us are secure, for they are defended by the People’s Army and the whole soldier people
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On this major question a very rich experience of more
than 30 years has been accumulated, since the time of the
creation of cells in the partisan ceta and companies, of bureaus
in battalions, of political sections and Party committees in
shock brigades and army divisions, since the establishment of
political commissars in every formation of the National Libe-
ration Army. At the time when this army was being organised,
in summer 1943, comrade Enver Hoxha instructed: «Strengthen
the organisation in the National Liberation Army (without Party
organisations in the ceta there is no National Liberation Wat)s,

The decisive role played by the organisations and the lea-
ding organs of the Party, the political commissars, and all the
communists in the National Liberation Army, for the ideologi-
cal, political, and military tempering of this army as an essen-
tially revolutionary people’s army, invincible in the battles with
the savage fascist enemies and traitors and victorious over
them; is well known.

After the war, the Party committees in the army were
abolished, and from the year 1956 the political commissars, too.
This does not mean that the Party leadership in the
People’s Army was eliminated, because the Party bran-
ches and bureaus always remained, besides the Poli-
tical Department of the Army, which carried out the
functions of a directory of the Central Committee of
the Party. The abolition of the Party committees and political
commissars resulted from a stereotyped application, not well
pondered over, of organisational forms borrowed from abroad,
for which, as comrade Enver Hoxha says, swere not only
out-dated, but in the light of the events, we might say that
they were also erroneouss. This would have led to grave con-
sequences had the Central Committee of the Party not taken
timely measures. In March 1966 it took the historic decision
on the recreation of the Party committees in units, detachments,
and military institutions, as organs leading the entire work
of the Party in the army, and of the restoration of the political
commissars in the commands at all levels,

The re-creation of the Party committees and political com-
missars was aimed at ensuring the collective leadership of the
Party work, of the fighting, ideological, and political prepa-
redness of the army, and of the entire activity in the army,
consequently, the strengthening of this leadership, the increase
of the fighting capacity and readiness, the tempering of the
revolutionary people's character of our People's Army,

The 5th and 6th Plenums of the Central Committee of the
Party adopted other measures for the further strengthening and
perfecting of the organisation and activity of the committees,
political commissars, and the whole organisation of the Party
in our People’s Army. These measures create better conditions
for the implementation of the Marxist-Leninist political and
military line of the Party, its decisions and directives, comrade
Enver Hoxha's teachings, for the fulfilment of the duties and
further tempering of the revolutionary people’s character of
the army. They ensure that «the Party in the army, - as
comrade Enver Hoxha instructs, - must take the work properly
in hand, carry out its norms, in the proper way, preserve the
competence of every one and of every organ, and combine the
political and military work in an harmonious revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist unity... It must educate the soldiers and ca-
dres and raise their political and ideological level, and must
teach them how they should learn military art in generals,
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The Party branches always play a role of primary importan-
ce in strengthening the revolutionary consciousness of the com-
munists and masses in the army. They ensure that every com-
munist is a vanguard fighter, and from every view point, an
example of a genuine revolutionary for all the non-party sol-
diers and cadres, for all the citizens in the zone or region
where the detachment or unit lives and operates. They lead the
entire political and military work in the subdetachment or
the staff concerned, and demand account from all the commu-
nists, without exception, concerning the implementation of the
Party Constitution, the directives and decisions of the Party. In
the Party branch the commander and the commissar are equal
with all the other communists. There is no military hierarchy
in the Party and there can be none, nor can it be permitted that
this hierarchy should influence the work of the Party organi-
sations and leading organs in the slightest.

The closest auxiliary of the Party organisations in the im-
plementation of the political and military line of the Party
in the army is the organisation of the Albanian Labour Youth
Union. Speaking of the important role of this organisation, com-
rade Enver Hoxha instructs the Party committees and orga-
nisations, and all the communists in the army: «If you do not
attach due importance to this organisation, which should act
in an energetic and revolutionary way on every occasion; this
means that you do not attach importance to the education
of the soldiers, that you do not properly understand the orga-
nised work either of the Party, of the youth or the army.
Therefore, I once more recommend that you should pay greater
attention to youth and its organisation in the army, the sole
mass organisation you have, and what an organisation, one
of the most heroicn.

The great and decisive role the Party committees and orga-
nisations and the political commissars have in the army in no
way replaces the other major role of the commanders and
commands, the staff and the chiefs of various armed services
in the army. It would be a mistake to think that the commands
and staffs cannot give any order and canuot allocate any duty,
without its first being decided in the Party branch or commitiee.
The commands and staffs are obliged to carry out the decisions
of the Party commitiees and organisations, but they have full
competence and initiative to give orders and assign duties, to
demand that they are performed to the letter, rendering account
of their activity, later, not only before the Party, but also before
the rank-and-file soldiers as well as before the higher com-
mands and staffs. The Party committees and organisations,
among other things, also have the duty of ensuring the com-
plete execution of order which are in conformity with the line
of the Party, with its directives and decisions, and those of
the Defence Council. «Leadership through Party committeess,
comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, «in no way overshadows
the major role of the staffs, nor the restoration of the political
commissars the role of the commanders. On the contrary, they
are placed in positions to contribute even more and do a
qualified work, because, apart from the matter that the leader-
ship is collective, which means more qualified, more sure, more
correct, and with fewer mistakes, all their work will be per-
meated by a healthier Party spirit. The art and technique of
the staffs and commanders will be more thoroughly moulded
with political considerations and with the Marxist-Leninist ideo-
logical principles».



Bureaucratism and
bureaucrats

are enemies of the
people, of the Party and
the People’s Power,

for they strive

to restore those methods
of management which
are a characteristic

of the old social orders,
where a minority

rules oppressing

and exploiting the broad
masses of the people
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BUREAUCRATISM -
DANGEROUS ENEMY

OF SOCIALISM

by FOTO CAMI

IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM

CUR PARTY

AND PEQOPLE HAVE HAD TO SURMOUNT GREAT OBSTACLES AND DIFFICULTIES,
TO COPE WITH NUMEROUS ENEMIES, INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL, OVERT AND
CAMOUFLAGED, TO CVERCOME PRESSURES, THREATS AND VARIOUS DANGERS.
THIS ENTIRE PERIOD HAS BEEN AND REMAINS A PERIOD OF A FIERCE CLASS
STRUGGLE WICH IS WAGED ON ALL THE FRONTS AND SECTORS OF THE LIFE OF
THE COUNTRY, AND WHICH EXTENDS EVEN TO THE RANKS OF THE PEOPLE AND
THE PARTY ITSELF. IN THE CONDITIONS OF SOCIALISM, TOOQO, THIS CLASS
STRUGGLE REMAINS A LAW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY, ITS PRINCIPAL

MOTIVE FORCE DRIVING IT FORWARD TOWARDS COMMUNISM.

A great merit of our party is that, du-
ring its entire existence and in all its
revolutionary activity, it has consistently
upheld the line of the class struggle and
has carried it out with determination and
in a correct way, always relying firmly
on the broad masses of the people and
establishing a clearcut demarcation line
between us and the enemies, between our
ideology and the alien ideology of the
exploiting classes. This is the fundamen-
tal reason why the revolution in Albania
has always advanced, why the enemies
have never been able to realize their coun-
ter-revolutionary aims, whether through
the use of armed force or through the
road of peaceful degeneration.

The objective conditions and situations
in which we are living, as well as the
events and facts of recent times, confirm
that the class struggle continues fiercely,
that the bourgeois and revisionist pressure
from outside and inside is great, that the

enemies have not given up the hostile

aims towards Albania and will not do so
as long as they live. The 4th, 5th and 6th
Plenums of the Central Committee of the
Party, as well as comrade Enver Hoxha's
recent speeches, once more forcefully drew
the attention of the party and all the
working people to the necessity of sharpe-
ning their revolutionary vigilance, incirea-
sing their fighting readiness and intensi-
fying the class struggle in all directions,
especially on the ideological front, as the
main front of the class struggle in present-
day conditions.

As pointed out by the 6th Party Con-
gress, the class struggle in whatever form
and in whatever field it is carried out-in
the political, ideological, econcmic, cultu-
ral or military field, has to de with the
question of state power, in the final ana-
lysis, is a struggle for the state power, for
its possession, preservation, and consoli-
dation. The question of state power re-
mains the principal question of the socia-
list revolution even after its triumph, until



the complete elimination of classes and the
construction of communism. It is the main
weapon in the hands of the working class,
the working masses and their vanguard,
the party, for the realisation of the revo-
lutionary transformation of society, for
the defence of the victories achieved and
for the continuous development of the
revolution. Therefore, the defence and con-
solidation of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, the constant perfecting of it, in
conformity with the changes which the
life of the country undergoes, is the main
duty facing the revolutionaries.
Bureaucratism with all its manifesta-
tions, such as technocratism and intellec-
tualism, is one of the most dangerous ene-
mies of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
The classics of Marxism-Leninism have
stressed what a danger bureaucratism
represents to the new state power of the
working class, and have drawn attention
to the struggle
against it. But in the communist move-

need for determined
ment the seriousness of this danger was
not fully appreciated till recently. The
struggle against it was waged mainly by
bureaucratic methods and through bureau-
cratic apparatuses. This is also the rea-
son that this danger was not avoided in
the Soviet Union, and bureaucratism, tech-
nocratism and intellectualism, became
among the main sources of the bourgeois
degeneration of socialism. There the bu-
reaucrats and technocrats were transfor-
med into a new bourgeois stratum, and,
from servants of the people, they became
their rulers, usurped the state power, and
paved the way to capitalism and the tran-
sformation of the Soviet Union into a new
imperialist power with pretentions to
world hegemony and domination.
Analysing the causes of that counterre-
volutionary change which occured in the
Soviet Union and in a series of other for-
mer socialist countries, the PLA has drawn
lessons and conclusions of great value and
has adopted a series of revolutionary mea-
sures to bar the way to the birth and
spread of bureaucratism, technocratism
and inteliectualism. This problem has been
claborated and ever more deeply clarified
in the party documents and comrade
Enver Hoxha's works. We find in them
a wealth of ideas and lessons drawn from
our revolutionary practice and from the
positive and negative experience of the

international communist movement. We
must continually return to these ideas and
lessons, for they arm us ideologically, help
us to understand the problems thoroughly,
to recognise the real causes of phenome-
na and the correct roads we must follow
to carry our triumphant revolution always
onward.

The party has stressed that it is impor-
tant not ony to understand the danger
poscd by bureaucratism and the need for
a protracted and uninterrupted struggle
against it, but also to understand thoro-
ughly how it manifests itself, to grasp
and discover all its aspects, and in parti-
cular to grasp and fight the essence of it.
Sonie people have a narrow concept of the
bureaucrat and bureaucratism, reducing
the bureaucrat simply to a man who stays
closed in his office, tied up in red tape,
and bureaucratism as something manifes-
ted in piles of memos, fruitless meetings,
solution of problems from the office, in
inflated staffs, etc. Certainly, all these
things are characteristic of bureaucrats and
burcaucratism, but they are not all of it
and not the main thing. All these things
must be fought, but first of all we must
fight the concepts which characterise the
bureaucrat and constitute the essence of
bureaucratism. These concepts are idealis-
tic, reactionary, anti-revolutionary, anti-
Marxist, inspired by the ideology of the
feudal and bourgeois exploiting classes
and serving them as a weapon to domi-
nate the masses of the people, to oppress
and exploit them. «Bureaucratism», com-
rade Enver Hoxha says, sis a form of
thinking and acting in open opposition to
the people, to their vital interestss
(Enver Hoxha, Reports and specches 1967-
-1968, p. 43).

Without continually
combating these concepts in all their ma-

and persistently

nifestations, which form the bureaucrats
and bureaucratism we cannot eradicate
either the bureaucratic practices or the
bureaucratic organisational forms and
methods and style at work.

But what are the concepts that underlie
the bureaucratic thinking and acting? They
are the concepts according to which it is
the apparatuses and their employees that
make the law, manage and command,
dictate and decide every thing, while the
broad masses of the people are only a

blind mob which simply has to work and

produce under the orders and the dictate
of the bureaucracy. The concept of bure-
aucratism are idealistic and reactionary
from start to finish, incompatible with
the nature of the socialist state, as a state
of workers and peasants, which, in its
entire activity, relies on and must rely on
the masses, which is guided by the prin-
ciple that it is the masses of the people
who create, build, and transform the world
and society and, consequently, that all the
merits belong, in the first place and above
all, to them and not to the individuals,
however outstanding, learned, and able
they may be.

Bureaucratism and the bureaucrats, com-
rade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, are
anti-popular, are enemies of the people,
the party and the people’s state power,
for they strive to restore those ways of
management which are characteristic of
the old social orders where the minority
rules, oppressing and exploiting the broad
masses of the people. With their concepts
and practices they distort the profoundly
democratic character of our state power
and our entire socialist order, deform the
norms and laws, which they see as orders
from above to be carried out blindly. They
ignore the voice of the masses, their opi-
nions and criticisms, smother the revolu-
tionary action of the masses, strive to
impose themselves on the masses in the
name of the state power and the law,
behave arrogantly and despotically to-
wards the masses, placing their «egos,
their interests and privileges above every
thing.

Mention should be made here, also, of
the fact that, in face of the criticism and
revolutionary action of the masses and the
party, the bureaucrats and technocrats
strive to conceal their real features. They
come out with the banner of the party,
but they act against the party; they pose
as upholding the norms and laws of the
State, but they distort them; they pre-
tend to stand for the mass line, but they
behave like bosses towards the workers,
peasants, and soldiers; they say that they
are for democracy, but they violate every
democratic freedom, strangle every cri-
ticism of the masses. In all these ways
they create a grave situation, cause discon-
tent among the masses of the people, drive
them into passivity and indiference, cool
their enthusiasm for and divert them from
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the revolutionary struggle, spread fear and
distrust, discourage their initiative and
independent action. All this cannot fail to
impair the ties of the party and the
State with the working class and
the working masses, that strong unity
between them which is the basis of the
strength and invincibility of our so-
cialist order.

All these things place before the party
organisations and organs the great task of
making the masses conscious of the neces-
sity for the struggle against bureaucratism
in all its manifestations, and of organi-
sing, mobilising, and leading them in this
battle of vital importance to the defence
and consolidation of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, The bureaucrats and techno-
crats are enemies of the popular masses,
consequently the masses of the people are
their irreconciliable enemies. This means
that the only right and effective way to
combat and eliminate these evils is for
the masses themselves to rise, to take
this historic struggle into their own hands
and carry it through to the end. For this
it is essential to develop the criticism and
the control of the masses from below on
a broad scale, to create all the conditions
for the masses to express their opinions
openly and unhesitatingly, to severely con-
demn any manifestation of revenge, arro-
gance, and domineering, to place all the
cadres, without exception, under the con-
trol of the masses, to draw the broad
masses into active management of State
and social affairs.

Bureaucrats and technocrats think that
nothing can be done without the appara-
tuses and without them, that they are
destined to lead and manage, that they
stand above others, that they alone, know
about and understand affairs of state,
science and technology, while others,
the class and the masses, must simply
obey them, submit to their orders, blindly
do what they are told. And whe-
never any difficulty arises they see
no other way of solution except
by inflating their staffs, increasing the
number of people in the apparatuses, for
to them the apparatuses are everything.
But the increase of the organisms and
apparatuses whether necessary or not in-
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creases the number of links and emplo-
yees, increases the non-productive ele-
ments, hence the bureaucracy, which re-
moves the state power and the manage-
ment of affairs further from the masses
and gives rise to arrogance, domi-
neering, arbitrarity which are so harmful
and condemnable.

This is why the party instructs us to
return to the decisions adopted for sim-
plifying the apparatuses and paper work,
to see where we are concerning these
decisions, and to take measures to carry
them out thoroughly, to strictly observe
the principle that our apparatuses, must
be as simple and effective as possible,
firmly based on the masses, and must
actively draw them into the state activi-
ty. We must have as few people as possi-
ble on the pay roll, not only and simply
for economic reasons, to have a less ex-
pensive apparatus, but especially to pre-
serve and strengthen the democratic cha-
racter of the people’s power, to put in
practice the great principle that the state
power in our country emanates from the
masses of the people and belongs to them,
and that it cannot be realised without the
broad and direct participation of the wor-
king masses.

Among the ugliest manifestations of bu-
reaucratism in our times are technocratism
and intellectualism. They are connected
with the great progress of science and
technology, with the development of indu-
stry and its modern equipment, with the
increase of the stratum of intelligentsia.
Technocratism and intellectualism are the
two supporting pillars of bureaucratism
which keep it alive, nurture and strengthen
it, As the party has stated, they are a refi-
nement of bureaucracy in conformity with
the great role science and technolo-
gy have assumed in the development of
society, they are an expression of bour-
geois ideology and policy at the present
stage of the domination of monopoly ca-
pital.

The bourgeoisie and the revisionists have
raised technocratism and intellectualism
to a whole system, which is counterposed
to the working class and the labouring
masses. Their ideologists are striving to
prove that in the conditions of the deve-
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lopment of a great technical and scienti-
fic revolution, it is the scientists, techni-
cians, and specialists who decide and de-
termine everything, that nothing can be
done without them. They fetishize the ro-
le of technology and negate the role of
man, they fetishize the role of technocracy
and negate the role of the masses as the
decisive productive and creative force
which promotes the entire development of
society.

Our men and women, too, are not
immune from the influences of this ideo-
logy. As a matter of fact, we sometimes
run across such concepts in many fields
of life: in production, education, the army
and elsewhere, where some people, over-
rating their «abilities» and «skills» giving
primacy to equipment and expertise, alle-
gedly relying on the achievements of scien-
ce, trample underfoot the revolutionary
thinking and action of the working class
and the working masses. They counter-
pose themselves to the masses with inte-
llectual and technical despotism, strangle
their creative initiative, ignore their opi-
nions, remarks and criticism and impose
their own will on them, thus placing them-
selves above the working class and the
working masses. This is a very dangerous
and harmful deformation of the relations
between the cadres and the masses which
should by no means be allowed, and which
must be fiercely combated wherever it
appears.

The party and the state power have
done and are doing great work in training
cadres equipped with high scientific and
technical knowledge. They have created
splendid conditions and possibilities for
the cadres to extend their cultural hori-
zons and raise their professional qualifi-
cations, Along with this, the party has done
and is doing great work also for their
ideological and political education, so that
the cadres will be not only capable spe-
cialists in their professions, but, above all,
consistent revolutionaries, political people,
who will grasp and implement the party
line and the teachings of Marxism-Leni-
nism in all their activity. But, it seems,
this work has not always been sufficient
and at the necessary level, and that is

why in some sectors manifestations of

bureaucratism and technocratism have
appeared.

The party and the people’s state power
have a proper appreciation of the work
of all the various cadres and specialists.
They value highly their abilities and ca-
pacites, the great efforts they make, toge-
ther with the masses for the socialist con-
struction of the country. But they have not
permitted and will never permit a few in-
dividuals to climb on the backs of the
workers, peasants, and soldiers, and dis-
regard their voice. The working class, is
in power in Albania, the dictatorship of
the proletariat led by the Party of Labour.
The specialists and technicians are the
auxiliary of the working class and their
knowledge must be placed at the service
of the people, the homeland, and socialism.
They cannot make the law and impose
themselves on the working class and
working masses, but, like everyone else,
must submit to the laws of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat which express the
will  of the class, as the
class leading the state and the whole

working

society.

Bureaucratism and technocratism consti-
tute a great danger to the cadres, but ma-
nifestations of them also infect the masses,
for they sow in them passivity and indiffe-
rence, the erroneous idea that rthose at
the top» know everything and that every-
thing »depends on those aboves, cultivate
the feeling of submission and fear, the
lack of boldness and courage. It has been
proved by numerous facts that wherever
bureaucratism and technocratism domi-
nate and are not combatted, a situation of
stagnation is created in which; although
the people see that thc party line and
norms of the party are being infringed, the
laws of the state violated, that unjust
actions are being carried out, and the
rights of the working people impaired,
they do not speak up forcefully, and do
not rise to put the bureaucrats and techno-
crats in their place. Therefore it is ne-
cessary to draw great lessons and improve
our work, not only in educating the cadres
so that they will always remain servants of
the people, but especially in educating the
working class and the working masses
so that they will thoroughly understand
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the danger of bureaucratism and techno-
cratism and of how to fight them, become
fully conscious of their position and role
as masters of the country and develop the
courage to rise in struggle against anyone
who departs from the road of the party.

The great discussions in the party and
the people about comrade Enver Hoxha's
speeches «On the further revolutionisation
of the party and state powers. «The wor-
king class controls, «Socialism is built by
the masses, the party makes them cons-
ciousw, and especially the discussions about
the documents of the 4th, 5th and 6th
Plenums of the Central Committee of the
Party, clearly showed what great revolu-
tionary energies exist in the masses, how
powerful and correct is their judgement
and what colossal results are achieved
when the questions raised by the party
become the concern of the masses.

The party demands that everything
alien, which is opposed to the masses and
hinders them from playing their great
and decisive role in the entire life of the
country, be swept away with an iron
broom. The party organisations, all the
communists, must be in the forefront of
this historic struggle everywhere and all
the time, and, by their example, courage,
and spirit of principle, inspire, mobilize
and lead the masses. As the political staff
of the working class, the party has under-
taken and realises the task not only of
making the masses conscious, but also of
organising them, throwing them into
action, and leading them on the road of
the triumphant revolution.

Bureaucratism is a dangerous evil from
which the party, itself, is not immune.
This danger becomes greater especially
when the party is in power, when its
cadres are vested with power and manage
affairs in various sectors of life. The pro-
blem is that the bureaucratic and techno-
cratic pressure on the part of state, tech-
nical, and other apparatuses, penetrates
into the party too, through its people
who work in these apparatuses. Besides
this, there exists the great pressure of the
capitalist and revisionist world surroun-
ding us, there exists also the internal bour-
geois pressure inherited from the past and
which has not yet been eliminated.
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The result of all this is that the class
struggle must be waged fiercely even wi-
thin the party, from the ranks of which
emerge some people who submit to these
pressures and capitulate before them, even
going as far as to lose the qualities of a
revolutionary and degenerating into anti-
socialist elements, servants of the bour-
geoisie and revisionism. The danger these
people pose to the fate of socialism has
been clearly proved by the bitter experien-
ce of the Soviet Union, where they des-
troyed the gains of the October Revolu-
tion and paved the way to the restoration
of capitalism. This has been confirmed by
the experience of our Party and country,
too. In our country, however, the enemies
have been unable to attain their counter-
revolutionary aims, because the party has
stood vigilant and has discovered their
antipopular and anti-national plans and
conspiracies in time and smashed them.
Precisely from this experience we must
draw great and important lessons.

We must never forget that the enemies
always spearhead their attack against our
party, against its leadership and its unity,
against its ties with the working class
and the masses of the people. Their aim is
to paralyse and split the party, to divorce
it from the people, divert it from its lea-
ding role and make it degenerate into a
bourgeois and revisionist party. While our
great task is to preserve and strengthen
our party, to educate and temper it con-
tinually, to revolutionise it unceasingly, in
order to make it invincible and unconque-
rable, capable of playing its leading role
ever better as the surest guarantee for the
continuous development of the revolution
and the successful construction of so-
cialism.

The party is the sole leading force of
the State and of the entire life of our
society. No duality whatsoever is permissi-
ble on this cardinal question. The dicta-
torship of the proletariat cannot be con-
ceived and realised without the undivided
leadership of the revolutionary party of
the working class. The party leadership
is and must be everywhere, on every job,
in every sector, in every cell of our socia-
list society. With us there are not, and
there cannot be, two or three leaderships:
An ideological leadership realised by the

party, and an economic, technical, admi-
nistrative of military leadership realised
by other organs. No parallelism or equals
sign can be put between the party and the
other state, economic, technical, military
or social organs. The party leads and di-
rects everywhere. This is the law of the
socialist revolution. The party must be in
command in every work, its policy must
be in command in everything. Even the
slightest weakening of the leading role of
the party is fraught with great dangers.
And in the process of socialist construc-
tion, not only does this role not diminish,
but it constantly increases as the life of the
country becomes more complex, and as the
active participation of the masses in the
historic activity increases.

It is of great importance to understand
thoroughly that the party is not the lea-
ding cadres and the party apparatuses.
The party is the great, organised mass of
the communists. If we were to uphold the
former concept it would follow that every-
thing is done by the apparatuses, by a few
people who are in the leadership, in the
guiding organs. But in this way the true
concept of the party as an organised van-
guard detachment of the working class is
deformed. The work of the Party is so
vast that it could never be carried out by
people on the pay roll, by inflating the
apparatuses. This would only lead to the
spread of bureaucratism in the party,
which would smother it, sclerose it and
make it degenerate. The work of the party
must be taken in hand and managed by
the communists themselves, who must ri-
se to their feet, hold meetings, discuss,
check,
account, explain and argue, adopt deci-

criticise, demand and render
sions, in a word, they must act themselves,
not wait for others to do their work and
solve their problems.

The communists who work in the state,
economic, or military organs besides being
capable technicians and specialists, must
be political men, first of all specialists in
the line of the party such as to see all
the problems of their sector of work with
a political eye first of all, must always put
in command, not the equipment or the
weapon, but the man and the policy of
the party because as communists they are

responsible to the party, in the first place,
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for the implementation of its line and po-
licy in the sector where they work. And
when they go to the enterprises, schools,
or military units to check up and give
assistance, it is required that they do not
act as bureaucrats and technocrats who
make contact only with the specialists,
technicians and managers, but without fail
they must make contact with the party in
the district and at the base, with the
working class and the working masses,
must listen attentively to their remarks,
criticisms and suggestions, place themsel-
ves always under the control of the party,
the working class and the masses, must
render account before them and seck
their aid in solving the problems which
are concerning them.

® ok k
The struggle against bureaucratism,
technocratism, and intellectualism, is a

protracted, complicated, and many sided
struggle. It is a political and ideological,
economic and organisational, cultural and
administrative struggle. Therefore, in
order to wage this struggle successfully
it is not sufficient just to have correct con-
cepts and use a correct method. For this
it is also necessary to take organisational,
economic, and administrative measures,
so as to create the objective conditions
which will make it impossible for bureau-
cratism, technocratism and intellectualism
to emerge and spread, so that the cadres
will always remain servants of the people,
the masses will actively play their decisive
and the

revolutionary and

party will always be
in the lead

role,
every-
where.

Our party has waged and continues t¢
wage this struggle in a frontal way, in all
directions and with the use of all means.
The supreme aim of this entire strug-
gle is to ensure that the process of the
socialist development of our country will
never be transformed into a bureaucratic
process but preserve and strengthen its
revolutionary features, develop as a cre-
ative process, as a living deed of the wor-
king masses, led by the working class
party, firmly based on the teachings of
Marxism-Leninism.



by DRITERO AGOLLI

DRITERO AGOLLI - President of the Wri-
ters and Artists League of the P.R.A,

GREAT DRIVING
AND
INSPIRING FORCE

The writers and artists, feeling the warmth and con-
tinvous concern of the Party, surrounded by the love
and respect of the people for their work, being aware
of their lofty mission in our society as educators of
the people, will create more powerful works, imbued
with the lofty ideas of our glorious epoch and written
in the pure and beavtiful language of our people

COMRADE ENVER HOXHA'S SPEECH ON LITERATURE AND THE ARTS DELI-
VERED AT THE SECRETARIAT OF THE CENTRAL COMMITITEE OF THE PLA ON
DECEMBER 20, 1974, HAS INCREASED THE ENTHUSIASM OF OUR WRITERS AND
ARTISTS, AS WELL AS THEIR DEEP CONCERN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR
LITERATURE AND ARTS OF SOCIALIST REALISM. THEIR CONCERN CLEARLY
SHOWED THEIR CONSCIOUS RESPONSIBILITY AS ARTISTS AND CITIZENS TO
ACCOMPLISH THAT LOFTY, NOBLE, AND REVOLUTIONARY MISSION WITH WHICH
THE PEOPLE AND THE PARTY HAVE ENTRUSTED THEM AT THE PRESENT STAGE
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR SOCIETY. AND THIS IS NOT ONLY THE CONCERN
OF THE WRITERS AND ARTISTS, BUT OF THE WHOLE SOCIETY, BECAUSE LITE-
RATURE AND ART ARE BECOMING MORE AND MORE A CONCERN OF EVERY-
BODY, AND THIS BECOMES A GREAT FORCE IMPELLING AND INSPIRING TO NEW
WORKS.

This programmatic speech of comrade The

speech are a great aid for the formation

ideas contained in this important

Enver Hoxha raises a series of theoreti-

cal and practical problems, such as those
of the formation of a new world out-
look and new concepts about creativity,
about knowledge of life and about inter-
nal and external contradictions, the de-
velopment of the various genres of our
literature and arts, the relationship bet-
ween folk art and cultivated art, etc. The
foundation of comrade Enver Hoxha's
speech was the Marxist-Leninist philoso-
phy, while it was based firmly on our own
soil. It is a further elaboration of the
aesthetic thought which has emerged from
the many-years’ experience of our Party.

and education of creators with clear con-
cepts and dealt with from the philosophi-
cal and theoretical angle, for in this way
we shall further develop our revolutio-
nary aesthetics and our literature and
arts,

By going thoroughly into all these pro-
creation are
opened before our writers and artists,
and at the same time great tasks arise for
the present and the future, the accom-
plishment of which is the implementation
of the decisions of the 4th Plenum of the

Ceutral Comittee of the Party and the pro-

blems, broad horizons of
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gramme of its 6th Congress on the deve-
lopment of our literature and arts.

One of the important problems which
the Party has always raised and which
comrade Enver Hoxha dealt with extensi-
vely in his speech of December 20 last
year, is that of the role of literature and
arts in forming the new world outlook in
our people and our society. This role
is becoming ever greater in the present con-
ditions of socialist construction in our
country, when the class struggle is fierce
and the
ideological pressure is becoming more so-

external bourgeois-revisionist
phisticated and savage. Many evils menace
our man today: the reactionary ideolo-
gies, retrogressive cultures and arts, the
remnants of the crumbling bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois world, vices with conser-
vative and bureaucratic tendencies, selfish-
ness and gossip, liberal manifestations,
ideological confusion, spiritual emptiness.
Therefore, the literature and arts, which
have man in the centre, must not only
defend him from all these things, but
must strive to make him conscious of the
struggle against them, the struggle for
progress. Together with all the propagan-
da and the entire work of the Party, they
are a great force for the moulding of
the new man. For this reason, the time
requires militant works of lofty partisan-
ship and fine artistic level. On this pro-
blem comrade Enver Hoxha says: «The
Party must create in people and in so-
ciety, that world outlook, those customs,
those feelings, those tastes, those ethics,
that revolutionary philosophy which will
not allow either the revival or the spread
of petty-bourgeois and bourgeois world
outlookss (Enver Hoxha «The writers and
artists are the auxiliary of the Party in
the communist education of our men and
womens, p. 8).

All this has to do with the lofty mis-
sion in our society of the writers and
artists, who through their works, educate
thousands of people day by day. They have
always been conscious of this mission.
The militant spirit of their works has
already entered into the national character
of our literature and arts and is part
of our tradition.

Following the 4th Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Party, when the Party
and society placed before our writers and
artists other important duties to streng-
then the proletarian partisanship and in-
crease the revolutionary ideological ten-

dency of the literary-artistic works in
struggle against alien influence, a fierce
ideological struggle as successfully carried
out on the front of literature and arts,
conservatism,
in the

sphere of artistic creativity, to assert and

against  liberalism and

against any alien manifestation
consolidate our literature and arts of so-
cialist realism. Guided by the Party, our
writers and artists achieved a number of
successes in this struggle, doing tireless
creative work with a high socialist cons-
ciousness. Within the short period of one
and a half years, all our creators respon-
ded to the call with militant
works, condemning, with a consciousness

Party’s

as citizens, alien influences and concepts
which had managed to penetrate into some
creators and which had shown up in
some works of ours, as a result of the
external bourgeois-revisionist ideological
pressure and the anti-Party activity of the
enemies of the the people,

F. Pagrami and T. Lubonja. At this time,

Party and
our literature and arts once again sho-
wed their force as a complete negation of
the bourgeois and revisionist literature
and arts, and as an affirmation of the
new, of the revolutionary beauty, of social-
ism and communism. Our Party and peo-
ple are justly proud of our literature and
art of socialist realism, of our writers,
artists, composers, painters, and sculptors,
who, with their creations and works, have
justified the trust which the Party and
the people have in them, considering them
as vanguard militants on the ideological
front of our struggle for the construction
of socialism. Loyal to the people and the
Party, with their ideological maturity and
with their professional abilities as artis-
tic creators, they have provided and are
providing every day, powerful educative
works which constitute an irreplaceable
spiritual nutriment for our working mas-
ses, showing that the main body of our
literature and arts is really sound and
that the regressive influences were only
off shoots. This is shown by the novels
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published after the 4th Plenum of the
Central Committee of .Jhe Party, such as
«Awakening» by S. Spasse, «Nebi Sureli’s
awakening» by Dh. Xhuvani, «Through the
barred pathways: by M. Kallamata, etc.
It is shown by the poems «The Messages
by Ll 8iligi «We are going towards hun-
dreds of centuriess by F. Arapi, the poe-
try cycles by F. Gjata, and 1. Kadare, the
films «White roadss by V. Gjika and «The
youngest city in the worlds by Xh. Keko,
etc. For their militant spirit and the great
role they play in the communist educa-
tion of our men and women, mention
must be made, also, of the two Radio-Tele-
vision song festivals of the last two years.
But one of the great achievements, which
became a real centre of ideological and
esthetic education of the masses, is the
National Exhibition of Figurative  Arts
which was opened in the new gallery on
the eve of the November festivals last
year, It crowned with success all the
efforts of our painters and sculptors to
carry out the tasks laid down by the Party
at the 4th Plenum of its Central Com-
mittee.

All these successes were not achieved
spontaneously. They were ensured thanks
to the correct leadership of our Party and
the work of our writers and artists, who
have continually responded to the instruc-
tions of our Party and have been on a
common front with its propaganda to
form the new revolutionary world out-
look in people and society. However, we
must never for a moment forget the
lofty mission of the writers and artists
in society, and we must not become in-
toxicated by the successes achieved.

It is always necessary to remember that
the wave of the influences of alien bour-
geois-revisionist ideologies is everlastingly
beating against our shores, that among
the people of literature and arts, due to
the delicate and sensitive nature of their
social position and specific work they
have, no one is immune from the influen-
ces of the bourgeocis and revisionist ideo-
logy, which not only surrounds us, but
also attacks us incessantly. Therefore, we
must cope with this attack every day and
every hour, by going on the attack, by
further intensifying the struggle against
this ideology, putting aside our weaknes-
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ses of a subjective character, and correctly
assessing the social mission of the author
in the activity and life of the people. This
requires a further strengthening of politi-
cal tendentiousness in our literary-artistic
creativity, rejecting those alien concepts
which consider works of profound politi-
cal content as agitation, Such a concept
leads to bourgcois-revisionist «ismss, to
an art which is merely recreational and
diverting, which is entirely alien to us.
We shall always affirm that apoliticism is
death to art, is a snuffing out of its lofty
mission in the life of man. Cultural values
cannot be created while being apolitical,
and those who have thought of them as
apolitical have failed. OQur writers and
artists are well aware of this; therefore
they have always been political people and
have militated on the line of the Party,
which expresses and defends the interests
of the people, the homeland, and socialism.
They have regarded art as a social phe-
nomenon, because it is created in the con-
ditions of the life of society.

fought to
form new and correct concepts about ta-

The Party has continually

lent and art, the artist and the writer.
True, talent is the special ability of man
in his artistic creativity, but it is develo-
ped under the direct influence of social
conditions. In this way, talent too, is the
offspring of society. The bourgeois and
revisionist theoreticians strive to deny the
dependence of talent on society, to rear,
in this way, artists indifferent towards
the questions of the revolution. In our
society we educate with lofty
esthetic and social ideals, which Thelps
them to get to know life with all its con-
tradictions, with its beauties and difficul-

talents

ties, its joys and worries, and to have a
clear view of the positive, the future, But
the writers and artists of great or little
talent need to educate themselves and
form new concepts about their creativity,
skill, and talent itsclf,
The raising of the Marxist-Leninist
theoretical level of the artists has a direct
influence on their creativity. Many things
and phenomena in society cannot be un-
derstood without a theoretical formation.
The very treatment of antagonistic and
non-antagonistic contradictions of the ty-

pical and the individual, requires an all-

round Marxist-Leninist philosophical pre-
paration, otherwise mistakes and distor-
tions may result. With a thorough Marxist-
Leninist theoretical preparation and a se-
rious acquaintance with life ‘we shall
make no cencession whatever to the theo-
ries and modes of reactionary art and cul-
ture. Our artist is not an wartist in himselfs.
While creating, he addresses himself to
his contemporaries and shares his opi-
nions and feelings with them, revealing
his world outlook and esthetic ideal
Also with regard to research and expe-
rimentation in creativity we must form
new, correct concepts. We shall carry out
innovatory research and experimentation,
for in this way we shall open new roads
in literature and art. But in this expe-
rimentation the writers and artists must
never forget their lofty social mission,
the educative function and purpose of art.
If they forget these, then they engage in
idle experimentation and in petty themes
useless to society. It is necéssary to form
strong convictions, both in experienced
artists, and in the young ones too, that
the social purpose of art and its militant
spirit do not suppress artistic individuali-
ty, but on the contrary they liberate it
and give it wings.
By delving deeply into the teachings
Party, the works of comrade
Enver Hoxha, the ideas of the classics of

of our

Marxism-Leninism, and the experience of
progressive world culture, we shall al-
ways be able to distinguish what is real
art and what external lustre or poison
pill, Real art is that which expresses the
ideals of the people and serves the peo-
ple, that art which has had and will al-
ways have high esthetic requirements.
These requirements must be observed, for
without them it would be a formalistic
art. But formalism is an attitude of dis-
dain for the esthetic demands of the peo-
ple, that is why strong convictions are
required to always fight it, as well as any
other »isms,

The problem of the mission of literatu-
re and the arts in our society is great
and all-sided, from both the theoretical
and the practical aspects. Therefore, it
is necessary that it should be dealt with
more extensively by theoreticians as well
as by the creative artists themselves. This
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problem is closely connected with, and
inseparable from, our knowledge of life,
because the more deeply we immerse our-
selves in life the more true and militant

our works will be.

One of the major problems raised by
comrade Enver Hoxha in his speech of
December 20 last year, is the role of real
knowledge of life on the part of writers
and artists. He teaches us: However deve-
loped his imagination may be, a poet who
does not know the reality cannot make up
a powerful poem. If he combines his ima-
gination well with the objective reality
of his country, with the vivid life of the
people and fights expressions full of pom-
pous phrases in his writings, he, too, can
become a talented writers (Enver Hoxha,
«The writers and artists are the auxiliary
of the Party for the communist education
of our men and womens, p. 13-14).

Our writers and artists have always had
this great problem at the centre of their
attention, as it is vital to art. Getting to
know life philosophically has to do with
the Marxist-Leninist theory of knowledge.
We have often treated it in a practical
way and in the majority of cases in a mo-
ralising spirit, agitating among the writers
and artists about how they must go down
to construction sites or agricultural coo-
peratives. The main thing is to create
firm convictions among them that without
knowledge of life there is no true litera-
ture or art either. All the best works of
our writers and artists which have ente-
red the golden fund of literature and
art, are distinguished by their vital rich-
ness, their true realism, lofty communist
ideals, national spirit, and so om. Those
writers and artists who have failed, apart
from their lack of talent and skill, have
not known life, and have not made efforts
to immerse themselves completely in the
broad stream of it

Knowledge of life means to live inten-
sively with all the problems of our socie-
ty - ecoonmic, political, ideologieal, cul-
tural and artistic. Creative experience tea-
ches us that the social and political acti-
vity of the writers and artists, their par-
ticipation in the ideological struggle, their
moulding with communist ideals, open to
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them boundless horizons for healthy crea-
tivity.

From all this we come to a great truth:
there can be no knowledge of life without
ideological tendency. Ideological tendency
opens one’s eyes to see the tendencies of
social development, which are embodied
in the works of literature and art, We say
this, because in some cases there are wri-
ters and artists who set out sto get to
know lifes in a factory or village without
a definite aim, without a tendency. Know-
ledge of life becomes a spiritual necessity
to a real author and he does not wait for
others to moralize about it. Both earlier
and now the writers. J. Xoxa and Dh, Xhu-
vani have been persistent in their demands
to go to those places from which they have
taken their subjects, otherwise they cannot
create.

It is natural that the author goes down
to the terrain for several reasons: to sup-
plement the theme he has chosen, to
verify things in the work he is writing,
to refresh himself with new impressions,
and to find themes from objective reality.
Thus, getting to know life by going to
the base is not a campaign or festival for
show. It is done with a tendency and a
definite creative aim. But knowledge of
life is not limited just to the immediate
needs of creativity. Linking with the life
and struggle of our people must become
a style of our artistic life, the nature of
the work of our authors. When we have
succeeded in making it a style we have
truly scored a victory. Knowledge of life
and being among people of work and
creativity give powerful emotions and new
impulses to creativity, Then the reader
believes in the written work and has res-
pect for the knowledge the artist gives
him. The reader has the right to say about
such an artist: «I believe him, because he
knows what he is writing abouts,

Knowledge of our reality, and of the
ordinary people of work and creativity
is an accute problem, particularly for the
young authors, We say this because in
many of their creations in prose, poetry,
painting, or sculpture, there is a narrow
circle of themes, ideas, and opinions. In
these works, one is aware of bookish ar-
colourlessness.

tificiality and schematic

There is a certain monotony and stereoty-

pism in the poems and stories we read
in the press and books., The conflicts are
often artificial and non-existent, figuration
carries no opinicns and is repeated from
one poet to another, as if from the one
head and written by the one hand. The-
refore, it is essential that creative leave
should be granted on the basis of more
correct criteria and that the writers and
artists go and spend their creative leave
in the villages and agricultural enterpri-
ses too. The main thing is to form the
conscious that without the
theme of the countryside our literature and
art cannot be fully realistic. This will be
attained when we have completely broken,

conviction

among the ranks of the authors, the con-
cept supported by the enemies of our Par-
ty and people, F. Pacrami, and T, Lubo-
nja, that allegedly the theme of the coun-
tryside is not modern, because the fu-
ture belongs only to the town. Such a con-
cept is dangerous, anti-national, and anti-
scientific, '

The theme of the working class, too,
despite the good achievements in recent
years, is treated colourlessly, because the
life of our workers is still known only su-
perficially. We have few works as yet
showing the process of the transition of
the peasant or artisan into a worker, re-
flecting the great transformations which
occur in his spiritual world., In some
works, stories, or plays, the worker is re-
flected in the framework of a set sche-
me, a figure who bangs the desk with his
fist in face of the manager, who shouts
crudely in the name of the class. This is
allegedly to show sthe revolutionary spi-
rits; But the revolutionary spirit does not
consist of shouting and banging the desk.
Our worker is a cultured man because
he is a bearer of the most
thoughts and ideas of society and the re-

advanced

presentative of the proletarian ideology.
The emancipated woman, especially in
plays, is reflected with the same schema-
ticism. Usually she issues declarations be-
fore her husband and the society.

All these things show that the life of
our men and women must be better and
more thoroughly known by our writers
and artists, that these must also study
some of the processes of development of
our society, of the allied classes, workers
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and peasants, who, with the socialist tran-
sformations of the country, have under-
gone great changes in their life and psy-
chology, gaining new moral and spiritual
qualities. Therefore, knowledge of life must
be accompanied with knowledge of our so-
ciological and historical studies, and of the
archives and other documents of the Party.

On the importance of getting to know
life, comrade Enver Hoxha instructs us:
«We must teach our young literary men
and artists how to read the open book
of the socialist life of our country, how
to study and understand the content of
this wonderful book. We must make them
love everys letters of this book of life,
so that they see and feel the powerful
pulse of the strength, feelings, and fie-
ry desires of our people: (Enver Hoxha,
«The writers and artists are the auxiliary
of the Party in the communist education
of our men and women», p. 15-16.

One learns from this sbook of lifes by
living cheek by jowl with the people,
sharing their joys and sorrows. A good
artist is never a snob, He goes to work
alongside the peasant and the worker, ta-
kes part in weddings and funerals, is
gongs and condolences. If he knows how
to sing he sings too, together with the
peasants. Only in this way can he get to
know the great soul of the people. This
is necessary not only to the writer, but
also to the painter and composer, to the
singer and actor. We sometimes complain
that there are paintings in which the fi-
gures of people and landscapes are like
one another and lack individuality. We
also complain that only two feelings pre-
vail in the figures of compositions and
portraits in figurative arts: joy or anger.
With the joy they want to show happi-
ness, while with the anger they want to
present revolutionary determination. This
is a narrow concept of life and a po-
verty of feelings. Feelings and thoughts
cannot be reduced to routine schemes and
stereotypes, and should not be presented
in this way. The new types our life gives
rise to are complex and cannot be reflec-
ted in art in any lifeless, schematic way,
without their internal struggle. The exact
and realistic reflection of these types has
great values when it is done on the basis
of the principle of proletarian partisan-
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ship and does not violate the social mis-

sion and aim of art.

The other important question which
comrade Enver Hoxha dealt with in his
speech is that of the harmonious develop-
ment of the kinds and genres of our arts.
In this particularly valuable document al-
most all the kinds and genres of our
creativity are analysed, but most stress
has been laid on poetry, dramaturgy, ci-
nematography, and music. Pointing out
the indisputable values in these genres,
assessing the most outstanding creativity
of our writers and artists, comrade
Enver Hoxha raises major problems re-
garding both theory and creative practice,
which have to do with the further pro-
gress of our literature and arts.

One of the greatest achievements of our
creativity is the harmonious develop-
ment of all its kinds and ‘genres. With
this we may state that our literature and
arts are proceeding with sure strides
towards complete maturity. A few years
ago we were almost without the novel
and opera, scenario and symphony, te-
lefilm and operetta and many others.
Leading the whole field of literature and
arts was poetry, which has great traditions
and outstanding representatives of the
past and present. But in these last two
decades other kinds and genres have bla-
zed the trail, too.

The novel, which had been an entirely
unknown genre in our literature, began
to develop rapidly, giving broad tableaus
of the struggle, work, and life, of our
people, Its development increased the
weight of our literature and added the
epic and drama that the times deman-
ded. In this way it filled an appreciable
gap which was apparent in our art and
showed that the possibilities and perspec-
tives of our creativity are great. Today
we may say that novel is one of those
genres which are in the lead and play
an important role in the people’s ideolo-
gical and esthetic education. A conside-
rable number of novels which were en-
tered in the contest on the occasion of the
30th anniversary of the liberation of the
homeland and the triumph of the people’s
revolution and which will be published,
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will further enrich the fund of our mili-
tant prose of socialist realism.

Sure strides have been made, also, by
monumental sculpture, which, based on
the sound tradition represented by Odhi-
se Paskali’'s work, has registered good
achievements in recent years and has be-
come one of the most popular arts. Our
places, squares and streets through which
history has passed are being gradually
adorned with monuments of sound ideolo-
gical and artistic values. The same can
be said about all our figurative arts
which are advancing rapidly to higher
levels, improving both in content and in
form. The National Exhibition of Figurati-
ve Arts itself, opened in honour of the
30th anniversary of the liberation of the
homeland, is a testimony to the further
progress in this field. Along with all our
arts, instrumental and stage music has
also advanced. Today we have our own
symphonies, operas and ballets. A noted
success, for instance, is the vMountain lass»
ballet by Nikolla Zoragi, which has a mar-
ked national character and a healthy revo-
lutionary spirit.

In general, all our literary and artistic
genres are advancing harmoniously and
preserving their sound national and so-
cialist spirit.

Regarding the harmonious development
of genres, comrade Enver Hoxha devotes
special attention to poetry. In its entirety
our poetry is proceeding on a correct
road and is leading all the other genres
of art. Following the 4th Plenum of the
Central Committee of the Party our poets
have created works militant in content
and form. They have successfully combat-
ted the manifestations of obscure figura-
tion and trifling petty-bourgeois themes
which were noticed in recent years. As a
result of these efforts, poetry breathes
life more rigorously and is optimistic. How-
ever, there are many problems which
are troubling poetry, too, at the present
stage of the development of society. It
is true that our poetry has made a great
qualitative stride, but it must be said
that some poets are not going beyond the
level it has attained. Many poets, espe-
cially the young ones, have few thoughts
about man and life in their poetry. Theme
is a figurative enumeration of things
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seen in life, a certain information with
figures, and a lack of synthesis. Tn some
cases poetry has begun to lose that little
narration, that little content of verse, the-
refore it frequently becomes abstract
and pompous. A poetic mechanism has
been created and we strive to squeeze life
into it, to include the minor things of rea-
lity. This mechanism hinders the writing
of long poems, in particular, because it
is impossible to confine this great poeti-
cal genre to mechanical schemes. Verses
with a certain figurative trickery, might
be included in it and create the false im-
pression that it is poetry. In order to write
powerful poems the poet must take part
in the ideological struggle, be present and
active in revolutionary social transforma-
tions and must not be a mere observer
of events.

Young talents are of great national va-
lue. They are the future of our art, there-
fore the whole society must look after
them, but the experienced writers and ar-
tists first of all. It is necessary to encou-
rage them by publishing their good writ-
ings but also by making fair and construc-
tive criticism, In this direction a great
role in their ideological and esthetic edu-
cation is played by lively creative discus-
sions about the books and works of young
authors, advice, and wise and patient
teaching. Our literary press, the newspa-
per «Dritas, and the review «Néntoris, are
doing good work nowadays, with the new
creative forces, in discussing their pro-
blems. This work, which is of to a goods
start, must be deepened and enriched. On
the other hand, in view of the need to
educate new talents it would be a good
thing to have mass publications about ar-
tistic skills and the most pressing current
problems of our art and literature.

Poetry has always been followed by
song. They are closely related and com-
plement one another. We have beautiful
songs based on the national background.
The most striking of them have now been
spread among the broad working masses
of town and countryside. But, as is always
admitted, our song needs greater artistic
simplicity.

In the harmonious development of gen-
res, marked weaknesses are noticed in our
literary and artistic criticism. Of course

we cannot deny its achievements, follow-
ing the 4th Plenum of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, in treating some
fundamental problems of creativity, such
as those of the national character, tradi-
tion and innovation, satire and humour,
the typical and the individual, the posi-
tive Comrade Enver Hoxha

sour critics must be

hero, etc.
out that
realist like the work they analyse, they

points

must be simple, understandable, concise
and understandable to  the
(Enver Hoxha, «The writers and artists are

public»

the auxiliary of the Party in the communist
education of our men and women» p. 23).

In comrade Enver Hoxha's speech art
is conceived as a great national wealth
which is part of the work of society. But
like any other wealth, it can be misused,
it can fail to be well cared for. Criticism
must not misuse this wealth, but must
know how to assess it and keep it in
good order.

Being aware of the weaknesses of our
criticism and also the lack of critics, for
they are few in number, it is necessary
that the authors themselves should do
more to write and give opinions. Their
creative experience helps in giving correct
and constructive thoughts about literatu-
re and art. Apart from this, more must
be done to draw on the opinion of the
broad working masses — workers, pea-
sants, intellectuals servicemen, school pu-
pils and students. This will enrich criti-
cal thinking, too. In this field, our literary
press, the newspaper «Drita» and the review
«Néntoris, could do better work, by regular-
ly featuring the opinions of the masses.

It is known that we have no special
schools for our critics. They are trained
and educated by studying the experience
of our Party on enriching theoretical
thinking in the field of aesthetics and
the arts. They are educated, likewise,
by learning from the classics of Marxism-
Leninism, and following, step by step, the
process of the development of our lite-
rature and arts. It would be well to hold
seminars and study courses for young cri-
tics, from time to time, to organise crea-
tive discussions in the editorial boards of
the literary and artistic newspapers and
those of other publications. These edito-
rial boards must play the role of educa-
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tors and inspirers of the young critics.
Such activity would increase the number
of collaborators and would enrich the
press. Tirana University and the Academy
of Sciences should give great assistance
in training and educating literary, and art
critics. These major centres also can
broadly activate collaborators, particular-
ly in the study of the problem of present
day literature and art.

Many problems raised by the 4th Ple-
num of the Central Committee of the Party
and comrade Enver Hoxha in his latest
speech about literature and the arts requi-
re a profound theoretical treatment. Some-
times these great problems are simpli-
fied and taken narrowly, without broadly
extending thinking from art to society
and viceversa. Qur criticism must learn
from the Party documents to link the pro-
blems of art closely with those of our so-
cial development. This linking is often
done in a simplified way and banalised
with the day to day bureaucratic phra-
seology. We must nat forget that the bu-
reaucratic element is not only at an offi
ce desk, but is also at the desk of the cri-
tic, sometimes even at the desk of the wri-

ter and artist.
* %

Comrade Enver Hoxha's speech delive-
red at the Secretariat of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party on literature and the
arts, has opened to our creative artists
new horizons of thinking and creation.
The thoughts and directives of our belo-
ved leader will give a new impulse to our
literature and arts so that we take another
qualitative leap on the road to the fulfil-
ment of the great tasks laid down by the
4th Plenum of the Central Committee of
the Party. Our writers and artists, feeling
the warmth and continuous concern of the
Party, surrounded by the love and respect
of the people for their work, and being
aware of their lofty mission in our society
as educators of the people, will create more
powerful works, imbued with the lofty
ideas of our glorious epoch and written in
the pure and beautiful language of our
people. With these works they will bring
new joys to their people and Party who
take so much care for the flourishing of

our socialist culture and arts.



TO CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIETY

THE MAXIMUM OF
OUR ENERGIES AND TAKE FROM

IT THAT

WHICH IS DUE TO US ., ..on cucxs

The principle of contributing to society the maximum of our

energies and seeking from it as much as is due to us is a synthesis

of the fundamental requirements for the construction and development of our
socialist social order. The correct understanding
and application of this principle runs like a red thread through

the entire political, ideological, economic and social activity of the working
class and the masses of other working people under the leadership of the Party

QUR PARTY OF LABOUR IS GUIDED IN ITS ENTIRE ACTIVITY BY THE SUPREME
AIM-THE BEST POSSIBLE FULFILMENT OF THE REAL MATERIAL AND CULTURAL
NEEDS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE, THE CONTINUOUS AND GENERAL RAISING OF
THE WELLBEING OF THE PEOPLE, AND THE EDUCATION OF THE NEW MAN WITH
THE FEATURES AND VIRTUES OF COMMUNIST MORALITY. THE HISTORICAL EXPE-
RIENCE OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY IN OUR COUNTRY HAS
FULLY PROVED THAT ONLY UNDER THE SOCIALIST SOCIAL ORDER IS POSSIBLE
TO CONSCIOUSLY MANAGE THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIAL
GOODS, AS WELL AS THE CARRYING OUT OF OTHER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES, ON A
TRULY SCIENTIFIC BASIS, KEEPING THE WORKING MAN WITH HIS ALLROUND

needs, in all the variations of daily econo-
mic and social life, always at the centre
of attention.

ABDYL BACKA - Economist, co]lal.aotator
of the Iustitute of Economic Studies under
the Academy of Sciences of the PRA.

The increase of the needs and demands
of the members of our society for mate-
rial goods and various essential and cul-
tural services is a natural and continuous
process. This endless process of consump-
tion constitutes the aim of socialist social

production. However, to meet the needs of
the working people for personal and so-
cial consumption it is necessary, first of
all to fulfill a series of needs of the en-
terprises and cooperatives, essential to
ensuring the factors for the development
of social production (working means,
objects of work and manpower). Without
ensuring these requirements it is impos-
sible to ensure the fulfilment of the needs
and demands of the working people. Thus,
in the process of the development of the
people’s economy, in the process of the
development of the branches of material
production and the social and cultural
sectors, as well as in the process of ful-
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filling the material and spiritual needs of
the working masses, there arise ever grea-
ter needs and demands for consumption
of material goods and for vital and cul-
tural services.

But when we raise and analyse the pro-
blem of needs and demands, whether for
the development of extended reproduction
or for consumption by the people, we are
always faced with one simple but essen-
tial fact: With what fulfill the
needs of production and the people? Whe-

do we

re do we find the means and resources
for their fulfilment?

It is clear that the material or spiritual
needs are not an abstract notion, divor-
ced from the material development of the
society. Without material goods we cannot
fulfill our nceds; without producing means
of production and consumer goods in in-
creasingly greater proportions, of good
quality and with the required structure
we canot consume use values in ever grea-
ter proportions, for purposes of produc-
tive consumption or non-productive con-
sumption. Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches
us, «by acting on nature the working
people get to know more and more about
it, discover the laws of its continuous de-
velopment and transformation, which they
use to appropriate its boundless riches,
and produce the material goods  with
which they fulfill both their needs for indi-
vidual consumption and those of extended
reproduction. This is a natural, uninter-
rupted, and endless process of production
and consumption: (Enver Hoxha, Reports
and speeches 1969-1970, p. 45-46). This is
precisely the theoretical and practical ba-
sis of the constant instruction of the Par-
ty that before we demand from society
we must contribute to it the maximum of
our energies and possibilities.

This principle emanates from the requi-
rements of the objective economic laws
of the construction of socialist and com-
munist society. It is, at the same time,
a concentrated expression of the demands
stemming from the general principles and
methods of the organisation,
ment, and development of the socialist

manage-

economy.

The aim of socialist production, which
is to ensure the maximum fulfilment of
and cultural

the ever greater material

needs of the whole society, together with
the means to achieve this aim, which is
ensured through the ceaseless increase and
improvement of socialist production, ex-
press the mutual relations between pro-
duction and consumption. Consumption
promotes production, while the latter con-
stitutes the material basis of consumption.
Any separate consideration of these two
aspects of the fundamental economic laws
is fraught with grave consequences for the
socialist social order because it damages
and hinders the revolutionary education
of the working people, the development of
extended reproduction and the very rais-
ing, in a correct way, of the wellbeing of
the working people. The experience of
socialist construction shows that without
an allround, principled struggle for the
disclosure and correct solution of the
contradictions which emerge in the field
of the economy, the increase of the gene-
ral wellbeing of the people cannot be en-
sured. This is because in day to day life
cases are not rare in which people are led
by narrow personal interests, in which
existence as a consumer is not connected
with existence as a producer, so that the

problems and difficulties of the crea-
tion of material goods, the problems
and troubles of the people’s economy
are not properly recognised and un-

derstood, etc.

The principle of contributing to socie-
ty before demanding from it, emanates
also from the requirements of the rela-
tions of the distribution of the social pro-
duct

theory teaches us, and the practice of so-

in socialism. The Marxist-Leninist

cialist construction has confirmed that in
the socialist social order, before arriving
at the division of the social product among
the members of the society to fulfill their
personal needs, implementing the princi-
ple of distribution according to work, i*
is necessary to make some deductions
(create special funds from the social pro-
duct), without which the existence and de-
velopment of society is impossible. These
deductions from the total social product,
Karl Marx wrote, »are an indispensable
economic necessity, and their proportions
must be set on the basis of the existing
means (Karl
Friedrich Engels, selected works, Vol. II

and forces. . .» Marx,
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Tirana, p. 13). The day to day practice of
socialist construction shows that there can-
not be incomes without production, the
development of production and other so-
cial activities cannot take place without
accumulation, there can be no increase of
wellbeing without ensuring the necessary
means for increasing the funds of indi-
vidual and social consumption, without
correctly harmonizing the ways and fac-
tors of the development of the social pro-
duct, without ensuring that priority is gi-
ven to the increase of the product for so-
ciety over the product for one’s self.

The content of the economic law of dis-
tribution according to work in socialism
is also directly connected with the most
complete application of the principle of
contributing to society before demanding
from it. And this is because:

First, this law requires that everyone
contribute to society the maximum of his
energy and abilities. In our society, the
working people, as the owners of the
means of production and of the social pro-
duct itself, educated and tempered with
the Marxist-Leninist ideology of the par-
ty, with the revolutionary spirit of the
working class, direct their main attention
and they must do this, to contributing to
society the maximum of the effect of their
work under the slogan: See wellbeing not
only in ourselves, but in the first place, in
the whole society. This
brings about the fulfilment of personal

automatically

interest too, for in our country, where so-
cialist relations of production have been
established and are being perfected in a
revolutionary way, and the exploitation of
man by man has been eliminated, the pro-
per harmonisation of social interests with
individual interests is also ensured.
Second, the law of distribution for per-
sonal consumption requires that everyone
be rewarded according to the quantity
and quality of the work he does, always
after the creation of the necessary funds
for reproduction and social needs. Hence,
every worker of material production must
first contribute and then take to the extent
allowed by the conditions and needs of so-
ciety in any given period (always on the
basis of a single criterion, the criterion of
social labour). This is of principled impor-
tance, not only for the building and per-
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fecting of the pay system, but also for
its correct application, laying the stress
on the fight against the petty-bourgeois
concept and efforts associated with it,
to contribute to the society less than one
should, and to take from it more than one
is entitled to.

Both the fundamental principles, and the
general methods of the organisation, ma-
nagement and development of the socialist
economy, are based on the necessity that
first you must contribute to society and
then demand from it. Thus, you must im-
prove and raise to a higher scientific level
the work for the drafting of realistic and
mobilising plans; you must form a full
concept in all the working people that the
basis of the strengthening of the savings
regime consists in the first place in the
fulfilment of the tasks of the state plan
in all the links of the structure of the
people’'s economy; you must use the re-
sources of labour economically and inces-
santly increase its productivity, you must
use the material values frugally and raise
the level of their profitable use; you must
increase the production of products useful
and advantageous to society and of good
quality; you must increase the care and
efforts for the use with high effectiveness
of the accumulation fund in general and
of capital investments in particular; you
must increase the care and responsibility
for the many-fold increase of the objects
of socialist property, for their preserva-
tion and good administration-all these con-
stitute the main directions, not only and
simply for strengthening the savings re-
gime, but also because by giving the ma-
ximum of our possibilities to society we
are able to take more from it. It is under-
standable, that the more the work is orga-
nized in these directions, the more we give
to society, the greater will be results in
production, construction, services, and ma-
nagement, with the minimum of expendi-
ture of social labour.

The analysis in general out-lines of the
content of the objective economic laws of
socialism, of the content of the general
principles and methods of management of
the economy, leads to the logical conclu-
sion that before demandig from society
everyone must make his own contribution,
mobilizing his energies and possibilities

to the maximum. This analysis also leads
to the conclusion that the work of people,
educated with the working class ideology,
under the leadership of the party, and the
application by them of the requirements
of the objective economic laws, constitute
the foundation of the incessant economic
and social development on the road of
socialism. «To have mores, comrade
Enver Hoxha has pointed out, s«you must
produce more; to have good, beautiful and
cheap things, you must work well, be
disciplined at work, educate yourself, you
must work eight hours, and even more
sometimes, you must produce with good
quality according to the assortments laid
down and in the set time..., you must
realise the contracts, the obligations, the
plans: (Enver Hoxha, Reports and speeches

1972-1973, p. 287).

A general characteristic of the develop-
ment of our socialist social order is putting
the general and perspective interests, first,
the allround mobilisation of the working
class and the other labouring masses,
under the leadership of the party, to con-
tribute the maximum to society, to place
their creative energies at the service of
the cause of the construction of socialist
society. This fundamental characteristic
stands out in the rapid and nonstop deve-
lopment of all the branches and sectors
of our socialist economy.

During the years 1951-1974 the popula-
tion of our country increased on the ave-
rage by 2,5-3 per cent yearly, while social
production and national income 8-10 per
cent yearly (about 3 times as fast as the
rate of increase of the population), indu-
strial production increased every year by
13,8 per cent, while the total agricultural
production about 5 per cent and in recent
years 6 per cent. Our industry is ever
better fulfilling the great needs of the
country for means of production. With our
home products we fulfil 4/5 of the needs
of the population for mass consumer
goods. During this whole period 60-70 per
cent of the increase of social product and
national income has been ensured from
the increased productivity of social labour.
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Beginning from 1960, the net income, or
socialist accumulation, has increased at a
rate 30 per cent higher than the rate of
increase of national income. From a norm
of accumulation of 26-27 per cent in the
years 1951-1960, in the period of the fifth
five-year plan it has reached the level of
34-37 per cent.

Likewise the fund of consumption (indi-
vidual and social) as compared with the
year 1950, in 1973 increased 4,4 times
over or 2,3 times faster than the increase
of the country’s population. In 1973, in
comparison with 1960, the state expendi-
ture on sociocultural measures has increa-
sed about 3 times. On the average 2-3
members of every family are working,
while the participation of women in work,
in the framework of the total number of
the workers and employees, from only
4 per cent in 1938, increased in 1973, to
more than 40 per cent. Today more than
half of the population of the country live
in new houses built during the decades
of the people’s state power.

All these facts speak of the high rates
and the
applied, in the economic and social deve-

achieved correct proportions
lopment of the country on the road of so-
cialist construction. They show that from
one year to another, the intensive factors
of development have gained superiority,
that the rates of development of production
exceed the rate of increase of the popula-
tion several fold, thus ensuring the further
increase of the wellbeing of the people.
They show likewise, that the sources of so-
cialist accumulation have been increased
at a more rapid rate than the increase of
material production, and that our socialist
economy has created its stability and is
continually strengthening it.

Our Party and people have set themsel-
ves great tasks and high objectives to
march steadily ahead in the construction
of socialist society. In this process, as
comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, the vic-
tories and successes achieved must not
become an excuse for self-complacency.
Therefore it is logical, parallel with the
successes, to look with a critical eye at the
work, the shortcomings, the gaps, and re-
serves, to discover the contradictions of
development and solve them in the right
way.
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The correct understanding and applica-
tion of the principle of contributing as
much as possible to society and taking
from it as much as we are entitled to
makes indispensable the further strengthe-
ning of the society’s control, especially
over the activity of officials and the use of
material values in the social and cul-
tural sectors, over the activity of the
non-productive sphere and management
of production in general. «Just as it
is demanded of the workers that they pro-
duce in large quantity, with good quality
and at low pricess, comrade Enver Hoxha
teaches us, «with the same class rigoro-
usness it is demanded that the intelligent-
sia too, and other working people should
work with precision, high quality, and
efficiency.» (Enver Hoxha, Reports and
speeches 1972-1973, p. 95).

As is known, in this respect we have to
do with two fundamental features: first,
the result of the socially useful work of
officials and other working people of the
non-productive sphere is the performance
of various services, and not the creation
of material values. Thus, we have to do
with a field which does not create, but
only uses material values and income.
Second, from the very nature of their
work, the working people of this sphere
are more easily affected by the evil of
bureaucratism and technocratism. Here,
too society’s control over the work of eve-
ryone is more difficult.

Marxism-Leninism, and the rich expe-
rience of the development of the class
struggle in our country show us that here
it is not simply a question of a rational
and advantageous use of social expendi-
ture in the non-productive sphere, but, in
the first place, of maintaining the purity
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, of
defending it from the danger of bourgeois
degeneration, baring every way to the
birth and development of bureaucratism.
Therefore, in essence, this must be con-
ceived as a continuous struggle against
bureaucratism and its disastrous conse-
quences for socialism.

A lesson of great theoretical and practi-
cal importance in this direction is provi-
ded for us by the powerful revolutionary
movements which have burst out through-
out our country for the purpose of carry-

ing out a consistent, resolute, and incessant
struggle against bureaucratism, a strug-
gle which is led by the party and is reali-
zed in a revolutionary way through the
large-scale and effective exercise of direct
working class control over all the links
of managerial, scientific, and social acti-
vity. This experience shows once again that
the fight against bureaucratism is a class
struggle which has to do with the defence
of the revolutionary character of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat. This revolu-
tionary experience is demonstrating in a
convincing way that it is only the persis-
tance of the class and the determination
of the party, which guarantee the success-
ful carrying out of the struggle against
bureaucratism. This struggle has been and
is being waged, not only against the su-
perfluous links and inflation of adminis-
trative apparatuses and institutions of the
various links of management and service,
but also against the idealist and indivi-
dualist world outlook "of the official,
against the danger of his divorce and
estrangement from the broad working
masses, against concepts and practices
leading to a life of comfort, against an
unhealthy concept of wellbeing. In as much
as all the links of the managerial structure
and social and cultural activities are revo-
lutionised and become lighter and more
manouverable in the process of this strug-
gle, in as much as the people’s power is
steeled and the class control over all the
life of the country is strengthened in this
same process, thereby opening wide roads
to the revolutionary impetus of the masses
and their creative spirit, it is clear that in
the process of the struggle against bureau-
cratism, an even greater contribution to
society will become possible, the economy
will be further strengthened and the life
of our people will become happier.

The revolutionary application of the
principle of contributing to society before
taking from it, requires that we go more
deeply into the question of what are the
motive forces which impel people to work
and create in a conscious way, to the ad-
vantage of society, guiding themselves, pri-
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marily, by the supreme interests of the
homeland and our socialist construction.
Determinant in this field are the socialist
character of the ownership over the means
of production and of the
exchange and distribution stemming from
this, the aim of social production, i.c. the

relations ot

economic results in which the owners of
the means of production are directly inte-
rested, and the continued revolutionisation
of the superstructure and of the whole life
of the country.

The historical experience of the socialist
revolution and socialist construction in our
country, the bitter experience of the resto-
ration of capitalism in the Soviet Union
and other countries where the modern re-
visionists are in power, fully and clearly
demonstrate that the motive forces which
impel people in their socio-economic acti-
vity are of exceptional importance to the
fate of the socialist sccial order. It is for
these reasons that our party has always
taken great care to preserve the socialist
character of the relations of production
pure and inviolable to harmonise correct-
ly the ways of increasing the wellbeing
of the people, and, in general, to correctly
assess both the objective and the subjec-
tive factors, in our entire economic deve-
lopment. In this context, the problem of
the proper combination of the material
factors of work and production with the
ideological and political education of the
working people and with the use of the
advantages that stem from the existence
and development of the socialist social
order, is of particular importance.

Since ensuring the conditions for Lhe
allround development of the members of
the society is linked to a great extent with
the fulfilment of their personal material
and vital needs, it is understandable that
the material-economic interest of the work-
ing people is a principal driving force
to better work, and, consequently, also to
greater results in every activity. The best
possible fulfilment of the needs of the
working people, in conformity with the
concrete conditions, with the aims and pos-
sibilities of the society in any given pe-
riod, has been and remains the supreme
aim of the activity of our party. The level
achieved, and that which will be achieved
in the future, in the fulfilment of these
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needs, is connected, in the first place, with
the level of development of the productive
forces and sccial production. Whereas the
ways followed to ensure the wellbeing of
the people are linked not only with the
level of development of material produc-
tion, but also with those ideological, poli-
tical, and social objectives, which make it
possible for the increase of the wellbeing
of the people to serve always as one of the
powerful components of the revolutionary
education of the working people and the
gradual solution of the great problems
which arise in the course of the construc-
tion of socialist society.

Summing up the experience today shows
that the fulfilment of the individual and
collective needs of the working people, i.e.
the increase of the wellbeing of the people,
has been done in three main directions:
First, by giving absolute priority to the
employment of the able-bodied forces in
socially useful work; second, by increa-
sing the real wages of the working people,
mainly through the reduction of retail sale
prices, without neglecting the raising of
their nominal incomes; third, by giving
priority to increasing the fund of social
consumption in relation to individual con-
sumption. Figures show that during the
1951-1973 period, while the productivity of
social labour increased about 4 fold,
the per capita real income about doub-

led.
Such a course has served the uninterrup-

ted and general increase of the wellbeing
of the people, gradually strengthening the
social character of the fulfilment of the
needs of the working people through the
narrowing of economic inequality between
the peasantry and the working class, bet-
ween officials and workers, and between
various areas of the countryside, However,
as the party has pointed out, much still
remains to be done in this field, because
in the present conditions there are still
appreciable differences in purchasing po-
wer and levels of consumption between
the countryside and the town, and within
them. The party has laid down the task of
not allowing great differentiations in the
incomes between town and countryside
and between workers and officials. In the
future, alongside the increase of national
income and the application of special mea-

sures, which result from the revolutionary
proposals being made by the working peo-
ple in the framework of the fight against
bureaucratism, such as: the reduction of
high salaries, the curtailing of inflated
staffs, the abolition of unnecessary supple-
mentary payments, etc., it will become
possible to further reduce the differentia-
tion existing in the pay system for some
categories of working people, and the so-
cial character of the fulfilment of their
material and spiritual needs will be fur-
ther strengthened by way of the general
increase of the wellbeing of the people.
This is a correct Marxist-Leninist course
which has been and is being consistently
followed by our party. This course ser-
ves the development everywhere of the
mobilizing force of the working people,
serves their revolutionary education and
the narrowing of the economic basis from
which bourgeois elements might emerge.

It is important to have a correct under-
standing that in the conditions of the
planned development of our people’s eco-
nomy and its centralized management it
is necessary to establish and maintain
correct connections between the increase of
the productivity of social labour, on the
one hand, and the increase of real inco-
mes for the entire population, on the
other hand. This is so because if we were
to follow the practice of increasing nomi-
nal wages mainty in proportion to the
increase of labour productivity in indivi-
dual enterprises and in various branches
of the economy, this would undoubtedly
lead us to an excessive increase
of the weight of material incentive and
various bonuses from profit in the entirety
of the sources of the forming of the ave-
rage nominal pay, and the role of the
tariff system of pay would gradually
decline. Thus the distribution of the wage
fund would become increasingly decentra-
lised, weakening and causing the loss of
society’s control over the quantity of con-
sumption.

Such a road cannot be followed and has
not been followed in our country. That is
a revisionist road. Tt is precisely this road
that has been followed in the Soviet Union
and in other revisionist countries, basing
the formation of nominal pay and perso-
nal consumption more and more on bonu-
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ses from profits realised under the slogan
«the greater the profit the more the bonus
fund increasess. And here it is a question,
in the first place, of a bonus fund as large
as possible for the benefit of the revisio-
nist managers. The consequences are
known to everybody. In these countries,
on the basis of the change in the content
of the conditions of production, mate-
rial interest and material incentive were
absolutised, and a broad way was opened
to capitalist relations of distribution, to the
detriment of the working masses and to
the advantage of the oppressing and
exploiting classes, creating very pronoun-
ced differences in their incomes and
life styles.

The more the differences among the
working people in the distribution and
consumption of goods are narrowed, on
the basis of the principle of distribution
according to work done, the more neces-
sary it becomes to increase and strengthen
the role of revolutionary motives and of
other driving forces in our social order.
Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us that
this is of decisive importance for the fate
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
the socialist economic social order. Here
is one of the main demarcation lines bet-
ween the Marxist-Leninists and the modern
revisionists, between the socialist social
order and the bourgeois-revisionist social
order.

The historical experience of the construc-
tion of the socialist social order, as well
as the negative experience of the resto-
ration of capitalism in the countries where
the modern revisionists are in power, has
raised this problem in a clearcut way. Here
there is no middle course. Either correctly
harmonise the material interest of the
working people with the motives which
promote social development giving ever
greater priority to the latter, and thus
advance towards the construction of socia-
list society, or give absolute priority to
direct material interest and material in-
centive to the advantage of privileged
groups and strata, thus extending the eco-
nomic basis of the differentiation of dis-
tribution, and neglect, under-rate, let wi-
ther away, and reject, the motive forces
of socialist society which are directly con-
nected with the revolutionary class cha-
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racter of the new socialist social order.
If there is not a correct harmonisation of
material interest with the revolutionary
motives and the other motive forces of
socialist society, and even more so, if
priority is given to supplementary material
incentives, then the way is opened to the
capitalist degeneration of the relations of
production, to the restoration of capita-
lism, as it occurred in reality in the Soviet
Union and other countries where the wor-
king class state power *yas usurped by the
revisionist cliques.

For these reasons, along with perfec-
ting the relations of distribution, our party
has always stressed the importance of the
education of the working people with the
Marxist-Leninist ideology, of their political
and ideological tempering as genuine re-
volutionaries. In this context a major all-
round struggle of great intensity is being
waged against the petty-bourgeois men-
tality, against the bourgeois and petty
—bourgeois remnants, and against the in-
fluence of the bourgeois and revisionist
ideology. Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches
us: « ..we must not imagine that, with
the improvement of the living standard of
the people, men and women become im-
mune to these wevilss... together with
abundance and wellbeing the Party must
create in people and in society precisely
that world outlook, those customs, those
feelings, those tastes, those ethics,
that revolutionary philosophy, which
will not allow either the revival or
the spread of petty-bourgeois world
outlookss (Enver Hoxha, «Writers and
artists are the auxiliary of the party for
the communist education of our men and
women=», p. 8).

The political and ideological education
of people so that they thoroughly under-
stand the party line, the waging of the
class struggle against bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois remnants, as well as against the
influence of alien ideology, socialist emu-
lation on the basis of the permanent
method of generalizing advanced experi-
ence, the perfecting and strengthening of
the organisation and planned manage-
ment of the economy, the strengthening of
the working class control in all its forms
and the consistent application of the re-
quirements of the objective economic laws-

are some of the powerful, irreplaceable, mo-
tive forces in our socialist society. These

forward driving forces which are embo-
died in the party leadership of the entire
life of the country, impel people in the
great work and struggle for the construc-
tion and consolidation of socialist society,
as well as to prepare the ground for the
new objectives to be attained in the future.
Thus, with their work and sweat the wor-
king class and the masses of other working
people, led by the party, contribute as
much as possible to society in their own
interests, in the interest of the consolida-
tion of the happy socialist present and to
guarantee the still happier future.

The revolutionary principle of contri-
buting to society before taking from it
emerges and develops only in the condi-
tions of the establishment and develop-
ment of the socialist social ownership over
the means of production, and the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. All the working
people, both those of the sphere of mate-
rial production as well those of the non-
productive sphere, are interested in
carrying this principle into effect. At the
present stage of the complete construction
of socialist society, the party has laid down
the tasks of further strengthening the
people’s ideological and political edu-
cation, constantly waging the class
struggle to ensure the strengthening
of our socialist social order, rapidly
developing extended socialist reproduc-
tion, and increasing the general wellbeing
of the working people. Precisely for this
purpose the working class and all the
working people of our country, under the
leadership of the party, are successfully
waging the struggle against bureaucratic
manifestations, concepts, inclinations and
practices; against the development of
bureaucracy in the organisational and ma-
nagerial activity of production, the state
apparatus, the social and cultural sectors
etc., and against its very harmful conse-
quences.
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Albania. Distinctive features of specialized organs
whose duly is to apply socialist legality and defend the rights
of the citizens and the interests of the dictatorship of the proletariat

In the early years

1. With the® victory of the National Li-
beration War, of the people’s revolution,
led by the revolutionary vanguard of the
working class — the Communist Party of
Albania, there was destroyed, together with
the feudo-bourgeois state machine, also the
old court of justice, there was in fact enti-
rely abolished the reactionary law and

legality. There was created in their
stead the new people’s tribunal, the
new socialist law and socialist le-

gality. Based on Marxism-Leninism, our
Party pursued the sole correct road of
the complete annihilation of the oppres-
sive state and juridical superstructure and
of the building of new organs on entirely
different political and organisational prin-
ciples and with aims and duties diame-
trally opposed to those of the organs of
the overthrown regime.

The birth and development of the judi-
cial institutions and of the new law in
general, is linked with the birth and de-
velopment of the new state of the dictator-
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ship of the proletariat. The destruction of
the state apparatus and the abolishment of
the old law from the early days of the
revolution was accompanied with the crea-
tion of a new state apparatus, with the
creation of a revolutionary tribunal which
was directed by men who had graduated
the great school of the revolution, loyal
sons of the Party and the state power who
cherished everything gained in the strug-
gle against the invader and the enemies
of the people. Their strong and reliable
backing which guaranteed the success in
their work of great responsibility was
the teachings of the Party, its proletarian
ideology, the guiding ideas of the revolu-
tion, the new juridical norms and super-
visions inspired by these ideas.

The organisation and activity of the
tribunals, the forms and methods applied
by the tribunals, prossecutor’s and inves-
tigation offices since the first days of
their birth were defined by principles sanc-
tioned with new laws which were based
on the revolutionary creativity of the
masses,

Generally the Party, in working out its
political line, has always proceeded cau-
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tiously, it has neither shut itself in the
shell of national features nor it has
copied or mechanically used foreign re-
volutionary experience. It has always
clearly realized that solely the Marxist-
Leninist principles and the revolutionary
experience of other communist parties do
not provide a ready-made and complete
political line. Therefore, it is necessary that
the working class party should have amas-
sed a great experience of its own, which
is gained in revolutionary practice. For
this reason, our Party, at the beginning
of every historical period, has laid only
the foundations of its general line, after-
wards it has enriched and completed it in
the practice of the revolution and socialist
construction. 1) This fundamental principle
has been applied also in the organizing of
justice in our country, immediately after
the triumph of the revolution, as well as
in the other period of the development of
our society. In this field, too, our State uti-
lized the external revolutionary experience
adapting it to the concrete historical con-
ditions of the country.

2. The judicial system, as one of the
active and powerful means to carry out
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the general political functions of the State,
has undergone changes from time to time,
in accordance with the current tasks which
have been laid down in every transitory
period, so as to increase their effectiveness
in the realization of these tasks. Our tribu-
nal, being one of the organs of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, has changed as
far as the forms of activity and organisa-
tion are concerned, in conformity with the
development of the state and the new tasks
which have been set forth in different
periods, but as to its class essence it has
always remained as one of the strong
means of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat in the struggle for the building of
the socialist society. The changes have
marked an allround and uninterrupted de-
velopment, a further democratisation of
these organs.

Immediately after liberation, our justice
was faced with exceptionally important
tasks. The enemies of the people and war
criminals who had perpetrated grave cri-
mes during the war, had organized, insti-
gated and supported the savage fascist
terror, deportations, executions, the sen-
ding of thousands of men and women to
extermination camps, should be quickly
and resolutely judged.

To verify the crimes of these traitors, by
decision of the National Liberation Anti-
fascist Council there was created in May
1044 a central commision under this coun-
cil as well as branches of it in districts
after the liberation of the country. The
instruction of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Albania concerning
the creation of these commissions, con-
tains clear directives marking the road and
principles on which their activity should
be carried out. After the completion of the
investigations, the main criminals were
sent to a special court. Here the masses
judged and stigmatized these traitors and
exposed the entire fascist system.

Another not small number of culprits
who had stained their hands with blood
as collaborators of the quisling govern-
ment and traitorous organisations of «Ballis
and sLegalitets were judged by the regular
military courts which were created in Ja-
nuary 1945.

The military courts had broad compe-
tences. They would judge all the acts
directed against the National Liberation
Struggle of the Albanian people, against
the victories and interests of this struggle,
the most important acts of the war crimi-
nals and enemies of the people as well as
the penal acts (crimes) which by special
provisions were left in their competence.
There was sanctioned by law the princi-
ple of the right to defence for the accused,
the principle of the discovery of objective
truth, of the free evalution of proofs. In
finding out the truth the tribunal is not
connected with any means of formal proof,
but passes its sentence according to its free
judgement. As far as the procedure of jud-
ging in these courts is concerhed, this was
required to be wquick, without many de-
tails but complete:. They were, therefore,
freed from the obligation to apply the
bureaucratic, complicated rules of the pre-
vious procedural formalism, with which the
trial was burdened and protracted and the
people were kept away from the tribunal.
Instead of the empty forms with which the
activity of the tribunals was replete before
liberation and which stimulated juridical
bureaucratism and swindle, new forms
were created ensuring the broad participa-
tion of the masses in administering justice,
and guaranteeing the lawful rights and
interests of the participants in the
trial.

By the May 1945 law of the presidency
of the National Liberation Antifascist
Council «On the temporary judicial orga-
nisations, there were created the people’s
courts the competence of which included
all the trials for crimes which by law had
not been left for judgement to the military
courts as well as the civil cases. This law
reaffirmed some of the fundamental prin-
ciples such as that of independence of the
courts, according to which the courts, in
examining and deciding the cases, are gui-
ded only by the law as an expression of
the will of the working class and of all
the masses, and in evaluating the proofs
they act according to their internal convic-
tion based on the class juridical conscious-
ness, the principle of the equality of the
citizens before the law, the principle of
the right to defence, etc.
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The defence of the new people’s power
from the attacks of the class enemies and
other c¢riminals was the first duty of our
courts in this period. Also in the later
periods of the struggle for the building of
the country and the development of the so-
cialist revolution, the transformation of
Albania into an agricultural—industrial co-
untry, the completion of the economic
base of socialism, the complete construc-
tion of the socialist society in the condi-
tions of the imperalist-revisionist blockade
and of the struggle for the further revolu-
tionigation of the entire life of the coun-
try, our people’s court has stood guard
over our state and social order, waging an
active struggle for the application of the
Party line, the strengthening of legality, the
education of the citizens with the spirit of
love for the homeland, loyalty towards the
cause of the people and socialism, The
strength of our people’s courts, their colos-
sal influence on the masses to implant in
them the Party ideology, the proletarian
world outlook, stems from the truly de-
mocratic principles of their building and
activity. The changes in theit organisatio-
nal forms, setting new tasks to them in
various stages of the developmént of our
society, have not changed their class essen-
ce as a powerful weapon of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in the cause of the
building of our socialist society, they have
not violated the principle of the participa-
tion of the masses in administering justice,
but on the contrary they have enriched the
content of their activity, they have streng-
thened their political character, revolutio-
nizing the style and method of work, ap-
plying the mass line in new unprecedented
forms.

The civil conflicts which arose in the
first period were examined and solved
by the people’s councils. The competence
of the councils in this field continued
until June 1945, when regular courts began
to function. As to the civil cases which
were in suspense under the former courts,
it was decided by special law of the pre-
sidency of the National Liberation Anti-
fascist Council issued in May 1945, to
solve them through arbitration. The arbi-
tration college was set up under every
court and was composed of one judge in
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the capacity of president and the repre-
sentatives of the litigant parties as mem-
bers. A timelimit of 6 months was set for
the conclusion of these cases at issue. The
arbitration was not connected with pro-
cedural formalities or legal norms but
would act according to its free thinking,
on the basis of the new democratic
spirit.

3. Like our entire socialist law, the penal
and civil procedure, too, did not assume
at once a definite form. They developed
together with the development of our sta-
te. The system, forms and their institu-
tions have changed, have been steadily
claborated and improved. The procedural
form, as an historical category, has pro-
gressively moved, going from an incom-
plete to a more complete form, in confor-
mity with the new reguirements in
every stage of the development of our
state.

Of special importance to justice was the
May 1945 law of the Presidency of the
National Liberation Antifascist Council. On
the basis of this law the legislation which
was in power before April 7, 1939, being
in principle antipopular, was considered
as invalid and was replaced with the new
juridical order based on the new demo-
cratic order, an expression of the victories
of the National Liberation War, and on
the constituent acts as the Declaration of
the rights of the citizens of October 1944,
and the other declarations, orders and
laws issued by the supreme organs of the
people’s power. For the National Liberation
War was a war not only for the liberation
of the country from the invaders, but also
a war which would annihilate any old
juridical institution which was to the de-
triment of the complete emancipation and
progress of the broad working masses in
all fields of life — political, economie, cul-
tural. The old law provisions could be
useful in this context as auxiliary until new
positive norms would be issued, and pro-
vided they would not come in conflict with
the new order. As to the law provisions
issued during the nazi-fascist occupation,
these were completely wiped out without
any reservation, for they were not laws
of a sovereign state, but of a state occupied
by the force of arms.

By this historic act which was in essen-
ce a revolutionary method to liquidate the
forms, institutions and principles of the
law of the old order, full competence was
given to the courts and other organs of
justice to act according to «the revolutio-
nary juridical consciousnesss, «the new
democratic spirits, «the fundamental ideas
of the national liberation struggles, thus
paving the way, also in form, for the
creativity of the masses.

After the publication of the Constitution
in 1946, which sanctioned some of the fun-
damental procedural principles, such as
the participation of the masses in the judi-
cial examination of the cases, the right to
defence, the inviolability of the person and
residence, judicial debate, judging in pu-
blic, etc., a series of other acts connected
with the organisation of justice and the
way of proceeding, set down in greater
details the forms of conducting investiga-
tion and judgement.

In the new conditions of the develop-
ment of the state, in conformity with the
tasks raised before the judicial and prose-
cution and investigation organs in view of
the further strengthening of the revolutio-
nary legality, there were approved the
Penal Code in 1952, the Code of Penal Pro-
cedure in 1953, the law on juridical actions
and obligations in 1956, the Code of Civil
Procedure in 1958, etc. Thus, Albania be-
came, within a short period of time, a
socialist country with a more complete
juridical and legal system.

Guiding principles
of justice

The activity of the court, prosecution
and investigation organs is guided by a
series of fundamental principles.

a) Proletarian policy on the forefront:
The court organs, the prosecution and
investigation organs are organs of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and as every
other organ they rigorously defend the
interests of this dictatorship. Functional
or organisational independence of these
organs means that in exercising their func-
tions they arve free to decide upon their
initiative, that other state organs have no
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right to dictate to them adopting this or
that stand or acting in a definite way
concerning a case at issue, that they do not
allow interference by other organs for
motives having nothing in common with
the collective interests, with the interests
of the citizens defended by law. In perfor-
ming their functions they act independent-
ly and are fully responsible for all the
consequences from their decisions and acts
if they are irregular and in conflict with
the law. But it is unthinkable that they
should have any independence from the
Party line, which is a vital basis of all
organs. The policy of the Party not only
defines the general line in the sphere of
the activity of these organs, but it also
guides them in deciding on cases at issue,
for the correctness of such a decision can
be ensured if the political and ideological
content of the law to be applied is clearly
understood, as well as the political impor-
tance of the case under examination, if the
socio-political conditions of the country,
district and area are known and taken
into consideration, if what is relevant, that
which due to the tasks laid down by the
party has been put on the forefront, is
distinguished.

From the purely
viewpoint the judgement comes to an end
with the passing of the court sentence, but
from the political viewpoint the sentence is
but a stage in the process of carrying out
the tasks of great responsibility with which
the court is charged as an organ of the state
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. In
judging any concrete case the court must
find out the causes and conditions in which
the crime is committed and conflicts ari-
se, it must investigate the personality of
the defendant, the source of antisocial in-
clinations, discover the shortcomings and
weaknesses in the work of state organs,
social organisations, find out the respon-

juridico-procedural

sibility of the official persons and
third persons, the shortcomings in
the struggle waged against alien

ideology. Treating the case from this
viewpoint provides to the court the ne-
cessary basis, correctly to set its future
tasks on the front of the struggle for the
prevention of crimes, to help the state
organs and social organisation with a con-
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crete material and appear before the Party
with proposals concerning important so-
cial problems to which a solution must
be given.

b) Class struggle: Justice can fulfill its
aims if it is thoroughly permeated by the
spirit of the class struggle. The class
struggle objectively exists in our society.
It imposes viewing the cases examined by
the court through the prism of the class
struggle, viewing the antisocial stands and
manifestations which become a source of
criminality and conflicts as aspects of this
struggle, the evaluation of social danger of
the crime and its author and the setting %f
the measure of punishment taking into
account the situation of the class
struggle, the tendency of its development,
ete,

¢) Mass line: One of the chavacteristic
features of our socialist justice which mul-
tiplies its strength and effectiveness is the
application of the mass line in new and
more improved forms.

Some forms of the participation of the
masses in administering justice are pro-
vided by law defining the functions and
procedural position of their representati-
ves. The law on court organisation of the
PRA (Article 18) provides for the partici-
pation of assistant judges in judging ca-
ses, who, from the viewpoint of their pro-
cedural position, are judges with full attri-
butes and equal to those of regular jud-
ges. The Code of Penal Procedure (Arti-
cles 52 and 53) provides for the institu-
tions of the accuser and social defender
who now are not seen in our judicial prac-
tice due to the ever greater extension and
deepening of the mass line; the law on
the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the PRA
(Article 13) provides for the institution of
people’s prosecutors who are elected in
avery village, city, city quarter and in
every work centre and who perform spe-
cial functions in judgements carried out in
the courts of the villages, cities or city-
quarters.

The new conditions of the further vigo-
rous development of our State, which were
created with the rise of the socialist re-
volution, imposed as an historical necessity
a broader, direct and active participation
of the masses in administering justice, in

new forms, unknown and unnormed by
the procedural laws.

The activity of the state organs in admi-
nistering justice is the main factor, but it
is based on the masses, on the colossal
force of their free activity. The activity
of the state organs is one which is carried
out in accordance with the law, whereas
the activity of the masses in the field of
justice is an activity which is not gover-
ned by laws and does not engender juri-
dical relations. A fundamental duty of the
masses in the struggle against the trans-
gressors of law and of the norms of the
communist morality is prevention, the in-
crease of the educative effect of the jud-
gements. Responsible for a correct decision
of the case from the political and juridical
viewpoint are the court, the investigator
or the public prosecutor. They act in accor-
dance with the law which is a concentra-
ted expression of the Party line.

e) Rendering of account: The judges and
assessors, as they are elected for definite
terms, are duty-bound to render account
before their electors (Article 21 of the law
on court organisation).

In our country the working class is a
leading class. Through the Party and the
proletarian state it leads the entire life of
the country, our democracy is a demo-
cracy of the masses, therefore everybody
must submit to its criticism and control.
For this reason the giving of account
extends to all state organs and persons,
including those who are not elected and
irrespective of whether this task is envi-
saged by the law. Consequently, account
is given also by the investigators and
state prosecutors before the masses.

Account is rendered not only for the
entire work but individual
aspects of the work and for concrete
questions.

f) Socialist legality: Socialist legality
and the dictatorship of the proletariat are
inseparable from one another. For this
reason legality has always been in the
focus of the attention of the Party which
has raised it as its programmatic requi-
rement, It has taken a series of efficient

also for

measures to ensure the observing of lega-
lity and has fought against any attempt
aimed at violating and weakening it. The
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determined blow and the measures adop-
ted at the 9th Plenum of the CC of the
Party in 1948 to liquidate the distortions
of the Party line and the grave violations
of legality which had occurred in that pe-
riod as a result of the hostile activity of
the Koci Xoxe group, clearly testify to
the special care and the determined stand
of the Party in the question of the defence
of socialist legality.

The principle of legality requires that
the court, investigation and prossecution
organs in their activity for the discovery,
investigation and judgement of penal and
civil cases, should respect the order set by
law, they should adopt measures so that
no crime whatever will remain undisco-
vered, no culprit escape his responsibility
and no citizen be groundlessly placed be-
fore responsibility or subjected to any
other unlawful limitation.

But legality has nothing in common nei-
ther with formalism which represents a
distortion of the law because it divorces
the form from the content, nor with the
bureaucratic stand which makes a fetish
of the form and transforms the activity of
the organs of justice into a mechanical
application of the form which deprives this
activity of its political prospect.

g) Discovery of truth: This principle has
an organic connection with the duties of
our socialist justice. By its nature, the truth
required in justice is an objective truth, As
in everything else in this question, too, our
justice proceeds from the Marxist-Leninist
theory that the world and its laws can
be known, that our knowledge verified
in practice is a sure knowledge. There are
no obstacles in this direction for the dis-
covery of truth, The errors that might
oceur in the activity of our courts do not
stem from the impossibility of these organs
to find out the truth but from the practi-
cal difficulties of a subjective character
and from their carelessness.

In this question our justice does not pro-
ceed from the bourgeois anti-scientific.
idealistic and subjectivist concepts which
are based on agnosticism, but from the
theses of the Marxist philosophic materia-
lism about the possibility of man’s cons-
cience to reflect objectively in a correct
way the phenomena of the outside world.
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Everything the court affirms in its deci-
sions must be sure, fully proved in un-
doubted circumstances and facts excluding
an opposite solution of the case. Maximum
probability, which according to the bour-
geois philosophy is the sole possible result
in justice, represents one of the dangerous
distortions by the bourgeois penal proce-
dural theory which aims to legalize the
unjust and groundless decisions serving
their class interests.

h) Free evaluation of proofs: Closely lin-
ked with the truth, which is the object of
the practical activity of the judges, inves-
tigators and prossecutors, is the principle
of the evaluation of the proofs according
to their inner conviction, based on the
socialist juridical consciousness formed
after the examination of the proofs in their
entirety.

Any facts which may serve the court to
find out the truth irrespective of the legal
source from which may have been taken
must be subjected to verification and only
when the court has become convinced of
their veracity it can base its decision on
them. This fundamental thesis has a uni-
versal value for all kinds of proofs, for
admission, the opinion of experts, etc. A
criterion of evaluating evidence is the
conviction of the court, while a criterion
of the veracity of this conviction is its
founding on objective facts. In this difficult
process of finding out the truth the courts
are guided by the socialist juridical con-
sciousness which is the totality of their
views, world outlook and convictions on
what is just or unjust, moral or immoral.
This consciousness is formed in the cru-
cible of the class struggle, in revolutionary
practice, it is nourished with the ideology
of our working class and serves as a
guarantee in realizing our socialist
justice.

i) The right to defence: Our laws recog-
nize and guarantee to the citizens parti-
cipating in proceedings at law the defence
of their rights and interests. The principles,
forms and institutions applied by cadres
with proletarian partisanship, with politi-
cal and ideological clarity, are the sound
foundation for the actual and practical
ensurance of the guarantees envisaged by
law.

A special place in the criminal trial is
held by the ensurance of the defendant's
right to defence which has been sanctio-
ned also by the 1946 constitution. The
broad volume of the rights the defendant
enjoys to defend his interests is not in
conflict with the interests of the society
and the state, but on the contrary it is
conditioned by and stems from them. The
lawful rights and interests of the defen-
dant, ie. the interest of the defendant to
be discharged from a groundless accusa-
tion, to respond only for the crime he has
committed and not for any imagined gra-
ver crime, and pass on him, if declared
guilty, a sentence in conformity with the
degree of the social danger of the crime
and his personality, fully comply with the
interests of our state and society.

The defendant’s right to defence inclu-
des his right to contest or give the lie to
the accusation or mitigate his responsibi-
lity for the crime he has perpetrated. With
a view to realizing this, the procedure re-
cognizes to him a series of rights, such as
the right to take knowledge of the accusa-
tion he is charged with, adduce the proofs
which he thinks will shed light on the cir-
cumstances of the case and help the inves-
tigating judge and the court in rightly
deciding the case, to demand the exclusion
of the investigator and the judge, to get
acquainted with the documents of the case
at the end of the investigations, take an
active part in the examination of evidence
during the trial, to appeal against the fi-
nal decision, etc., etc.

These rights of the defendant are accom-
panied with the relative obligations of the
court, investigation and prossecution or-
gans. These are obliged to carry out full,
objective and allround investigations, make
clear all the circumstances of the case as
well those which charge or exculpate the
defendant, as those which aggravate or
lighten his responsibility, they must ensure
to the defendant conditions and possibili-
ties to enjoy the rights recognized to him
by law, attentively examine and meet the
just demands of the defendant.

The Code of Penal Procedure of the PR
of Albania has sanctioned presumption of
innocence as a special guarantee for the
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defendant. In Article 13 of this Code «the
defendant is presumed innocent until his
culpability is not proveds. According to
this principle, summoning a person before
a court does not prejudice his culpability.
Even after this he is considered to be
innocent and if the competent state organs
do not arrive to prove his culpability com-
pletely and undoubtedly. they must declare
him also formally as innocent. The pre-
sumption of innocence is an objective juri-
dical rule which defines on the one hand
the procedural position of the defendant
who has no obligation to prove his inno-
cence and on the other hand the obligation
of the investigation and court organs to
prove the culpability of the person cited
before the court. The shifting of the burden
to prove on the defendant is impermis-
sible,

Another important thesis stemming from
the principle of finding out the objective
proof is the interpretation of doubts in
favour of the defendant. The court deci-
sion on the basis of which the defendant is
declared guilty can be based only on facts
and objective and sure -circumstances.
When there are doubts concerning their
existence or no, it is impermissible that
they should be taken as a basis to declare
the defendant guilty.

As a complementary auxiliary measure
in realising the defence of the defendant,
the latter has the right to have a counsel
for the defence during the court examina-
tion of the case.

j) Active role of the court: In the court
examination equal rights are recognized to
the parties so as to incite the debate and
find out the objective truth. The court
plays a leading role in this activity of the
parties in case. It controls and comple~
ments the debate with its active partici-
pation and gives to the judgement the most
convenient direction for the complete clari-
fication of the circumstances and the right
decision of the case.

In examining the civil cases the court is
obliged to help the parties so that they
should not be harmed by their ignorance
of the law or by their lack of knowledge,
and it has full initiative to obtain new
evidence in addition to the one adduced
by the parties.



Besides the principles explained above
there are other known principles which
are applied in realizing justice, such as:
the ex officio proceeding, non-mediation,
collegiality, public judgement, etc

Court organization

a) Courts: In the People’s Republic of
Albania justice is administered by the peo-
ple’s courts. People's courts are: the high
court, the district courts, the courts of vi-
llages, cities and city-quarters.

The fundamental link of our court sys-

tem is constituted by the district courts.
These are competent to judge in first in-
stance all the penal and civil cases, with
the exception of a small number of cases
which are left in the competence of the
courts of villages, cities and city-quar-
ters. .
Under the district courts, appointed by
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly,
there is a military college which judges in
first instance the crimes committed by ser-
vice men, as well as other crimes left by
law in its competence.

The courts of villages, cities and city-
quarters function in every village, city and
They
judge presiding over the sitting and two

city-quarter. include one assessor
social activists who are elected with open
votes at the meeting of the people for a
period of three years. These courts are
competent to judge some penal cases of
small social danger and some simple civil
cases defined by law, as well as contraven-
tions.

The courts of villages, cities and city-
quarters are in essence social organisms,
embryonary organisms of administering
justice directly by the people. They are
not mainly for repressive purposes. They
represent one of the new forms used in
our country to activate the masses in ca-
rrying out the tasks of the struggle on the
ideological front, to educate the new man
of our socialist society. A principal method
in the work of these courts is the moral
influence on the culprits, social criticism.
When the court thinks that this aim has
been attained it stops the case. In the oppo-
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site case, it has the right to pass on the cul-
prits a sentence of social rebuke or a fine
of up to 1.000 leks. Likewise, these courts
have the right to send the case for jud-
gement to the district court when they esti-
mate that the circumstances in which the
act has been committed or the personality
of the defendant bear witness to a degree
of social danger which is characteristic of
the crime and when penalties provided for
by the penal code must be applied against
them, as for all other crimes.

The high court is the highest link of our
court system. It examines in second instan-
ce a part of the most important penal and
civil cases which are judged in first instan-
ce by the district courts, as well as the
cases judged in first instance by the mili-
tary colleges under the district courts. It
examines also the demands for the defence
of legality.

The high court judges in first instance
the most important cases, drawn by its
president from the district courts.

The highest forum of this court is repre-
sented by its plenum which includes the
president, the vice presidents and the mem-
bers of the court. The plenum has several
functions: As a special organ the plenum
issues instructions on questions concerning
the court practice, with a view to ensuring
the correct and uniform application of the
laws on the part of all the courts. As a
court organ, the plenum examines the
demands for the defence of legality against
the penal and civil decisions of the colle-
ges of the high court. As an organ with
administrative competences, the plenum
analyzes the activity of the courts as well
as important problems connected with this
activity.

Also the district courts and judicial coun-
cils under them act as courts of second in-
stance. The district courts examine in se-
cond instance the complaints and protests
against the decisions of the courts of villa-
ges, cities and city-quarters. The judicial
councils under the district courts examine
in second instance the complaints and pro-
tests against the decisions passed in first
instance by the district courts, with the
exception of those which are examined in
second instance by the high court.
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Public Prosecutor's Office: The Public
Prosecutor’'s Office is an organ of the
People’s Assembly and its duty is to su-
pervise the strict application of law by
the Ministries,
organisations, official persons and ci-

enterprises, institutions,

tizens.

It checks the sub-legal provisions to see
whether they are in conformity with the
constitution and the law, it verifies the
accuracy of the laws and demands their
completion or modification.

In the administration sector it controls
the legality of acts, orders and instructions
without interfering in their administrati-
ve, economic, cultural and other activi-
ties,

In the court activity, the public prosecu-
tor's office controls the legality of deci-
sions and when estimating that these are
contrary to the law or groundless, it de-
mands their annulment by the court of se-
cond instance. The public prosecutor’s par-
ticipation in the proceedings at law is li-
mited. He takes part in the judgement of
civil cases when they are of a special so-
cial importance, and in criminal cases
when the political importance of the case
requires his participation for obtaining
the maximum possible effects of the
trial.

The public prosecutor has broad com-
petences in the investigation of the ca-
ses. His orders and instructions are obliga-
tory for the investigator. Some special ac-
tions, such as the decision on arresting,
the indictment and the checking of the
post and telegraph correspondence assume
juridical power only with the public prose-
cutor’s approval. He has the right to ini-
tiate the penal proceedings, to stop or sus-
pend the case, to annul irregular actions
of the examining magistrate, to turn back
the case for a complete investigation by
him.

The public prosecutor controls the peni-
teatiaries, the observing of the norms
which
placzs.

govern the living in these

The public prosecator’s office is an abso-
lutely centralized and unified organ. The
orders and instructions of the general pu-
blic prosecutor are obligatory to all the dis-
trict public prosecutors and the military

public prosecutors. The public prosecutors
are appointed and dismissed by the gene-
ral public prosecutor.

b) Investigation: Investigation is unified
and concentrated in the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs. The people’s police organs per-
form the functions of the investigation
organs. They carry out the first urgent
procedural actions, they detain the persons
suspected of having pertrated any crime
and then they send the case to the exami-
ning magistrate for further judicial in-
quiries.

c) Offices of juridical aid: The bar as an
organisation constituted by the voluntary
union of the persons who exercised the
profession of the counsel at law was aboli-
shed in 1967 and the offices of juridical
aid were created. Practice had shown that
the bar as a form of the organisation of
the service of juridical aid for the citizens,
socialist institutions, enterprises and orga-
nisations did not meet the requirements of
our society at this stage of its development,
it did not guarantee the proper fulfilment
of its duties in the question of the defen-
ce of legality, the right and quick solution
of the cases, in the struggle for the pre-
vention of crimes and of other antisocialist
manifestations.

The members of the office of juridical
aid give to those concerned the necessary
juridical aid in any form, notarial actions
included.

The members of the offices of juridical
aid can participate in the judicial exami-
nation of the criminal and civil cases. They
may be assigned as counsels for the defen-
ce when: a) the defendant, due to physical
or psychic shortcomings, is unable pro-
perly to realize his own defence; b) the
defendant is under the age of 16 years;
c) due to the character of the case or other
circumstances the court deems the parti-
cipation of the councel for the defence
necessary; d) the defendant is a foreign
citizen. In the cases envisaged under the
points «a» and «bs the participation of the
councel for the defence is obligatory
and the defendant cannot renounce to
him.

In civil cases the members of the offices
of juridical aid may participate as repre-
sentatives of the parties when: a) the party
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is a foreign citizen, b) due to the charac-
ter of the case or other circumstances the
court deems this neccssary.

The limitation of professional defence
became possible due to the broad, active
and direct participation of the masses in
the judiciary inquiry and in the court pro-
ceedings, which further enriches and dee-
pens the duel and ensures a free dis-
cussion and debate which are a powerful
means to discover the truth. Likewise, the
rise of the ideological, political and pro-
fessional level of the examining magistra-
tes, the strengthening of the public prose-
cutor’s control over legality in the inves-
tigation activity, the active role of the
court during the court examination, the
requirement which is being realized in
practice and according to which the reali-
sation of the rights of the defendant and
parties is not a matter regarding him alone
but also the organs of justice, etc., are the
main reasons that led to the limitation of
the participation of the members of the
offices of juridical aid in the court pro-
ceedings in the capacity of counsel at law
or representative of the parties in the
case.

As members of the offices of juridical
aid can be assigned only persons having
high juridical education. Their appoint-
ment and dismassal is done by the presi-
dent of the high court. The dependence
of these offices on the high court and their
appointment and dismissal by the presi-
dent of the high court has been establi-
shed with a view to avoiding the possible
influence of of the district people’s courts
under which they have been created and
ensuring conditions for objectivity in
accomplishing their functions, particularly
in accomplishing their function of de-
fence.

As a result of this court organisation and
of the principles by which the organs of
justice are guided, the overwhelming part
of penal and civil cases end within one
sitting, subjectivism in judging and dici-
ding the cases is avoided and thesc organs
are more closely linked with the masses,
they are more engaged on the front of the
ideological struggle for the prevention of
crimes and other unlawful and anti-social
manifestations.



THE PRESSURES AND FLATTERIES
DO NOT WORK IN ALBANIA

«ZERI | POPULLIT»

The imperialists,
revisionists and their
allies must well know
that the Albanian

people and their Party
have not been

and will never be deceived
by the traps into which
they seek to draw

us in order to strangle
us more easily.

They have been and
remain sworn enemies
of our country

and socialism in Albania,
enemies of Leninism,

the revolution

and the

liberation of the peoples

#ZERI I POPULLIT+ ~ Organ of the Ceun-
tral Committee of the PLA.

FOR A LONG TIME THE SOVIET PRESS AND THAT OF THE OTHER REVISIONISTS
HAS BEEN PUBLISHING MANY WRITINGS DEVOTED TO ALBANIA. SOME ADVERTISE
THE «ADVANTAGES:» WE HAVE ALLEGEDLY HAD IN THE PAST FROM THE ECO-
NOMIC RELATIONS WITH THE COMECON COUNTRIES AND SUGGEST THE «EXTEN-
SION OF TRADE: WITH THEM. OTHERS PRAISE THE ADVANTAGES OUR COUNTRY
WOULD HAVE IF IT COULD FIND A «COMMON LANGUAGE» WITH THIS OR THAT
STATE, IF IT WOULD CHANGE THIS OR THAT «FIERCE» STAND. SOMEONE STRIVES
EVEN TO INDICATE WHAT SHOULD BE OUR DEFENCE POLICY AND ON WHAT WE

MUST BASE OURSELVES.

Our people well know what lies hidden
behind these «desiress. Not once have they
come across the hated and fiendish policy
of the revisionists, as well that of smiles
and flatteries, as also that of pressure
and blockades. Our answer has been clear-
cut and resolute. Albania has smashed ouf
all their hostile tactics and actions and has
reaped magnificent successes in the de-
fence of its freedom and independence, in
the building of socialism.

1t has known and shown the place to
Khruschov and Mikoyan, who are known
in the history of international policy as
leaders traitorous to Marxism-Leninism
and who by means of economic and politi-
cal blockades sought to shut the mouth of
and strangle socialist Albania because it
had the courage and defended Marxism-
Leninism with determination.

Albania is known, honoured and respec-
ted by the entire world. Its friends and
wellwishers, who are counted by millions
on all the continents, increase and multi-
ply. Its international positions are firm
and unbreakable. A great friendship, based
on the principles of Marxism-Leninism and
proletarian internationalism binds Alba-
nia with People’s China.

The policy of our Party is a revolutio-
nary Marxist-Leninist policy which is not

based either on conjunctures or the day
to day needs. It is the policy of a free and
independent socialist country, which de-
fends its supreme interests with courage
and determination, which fights and con-
tributes with all its forces to the real
progress and emancipation of the peo-
ples, for the freedom and democracy of all
countries.

We respect and honour
ments and countries which follow an in-
dependent and sovereign policy, in com-
pliance with the interests of their peo-
ple and general peace and security, which
do not bow before the desires and dic-
tates of the two superpowers. The People’s
Republic of Albania, supports all the cor-
rect stands in the international arena of
the states or countries which fight for the
preservation of freedom, independence and
sovereignty, for their national or social
liberation.

But there are small and middle-seized
states which in fact do not have an inde-
pendent policy and rely on credits granted
by the United States and the Soviet Union,
as well as on the vacillation of the policy
of the two superpowers.

Our country pursues a policy which is
quite the opposite of this. Its policy does
not depend either on credits or trade. The

those govern-
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credits the People’s Republic of Albania
has received and the trade carried out by
it, have not influenced, for a single mo-
ment and in any question whatever, its
correct, principled and revolutionary po-
licy.

He who thinks that Albania changes its
Marxist-Leninist policy because it sells,
so to say, one-thousand tons more chrome
to any state or one-hundred tons less to-
bacco to another, greatly miscalculates and
puts out his own eyes.

Likewise, he who thinks that Albania’s
policy in general and, the Albanian defen-
ce policy in particular, which has been ba-
sed on the real Marxist-Leninist analysis
to correctly and acurately determine who
are its enemies, is based on the vacilla-
tion of the policies of various revisionist
too, will have put his

states, he fin-

gers into his own eyes and blinded him-
self.

The defence of socialist Albania is based
on the arming of the entire soldier people,
on their determination to make any sacri-
fice and self-denial to preserve by all
means and through to the end their free-
dom and independence, the gains of the
people’s revolution and the building of
socialism.

Albania pursues a policy of good neigh-
bourhood with various states, on the basis
of the principles of non-interference, equa-
lity and collaboration with mutual advan-
tage, as comrade Enver Hoxha has stated
in his speech before the electorate on Oc-
tober 3 last year.

The People’s Republic of Albania does
not put in auction this Marxist-Leninist

and correct policy and does not make of
it a matter of discussion. It does not spoil
for any reason whatever the equilibrium
of its own policy, but it does not allow that
any state, known from its false propa-
ganda, should let be interpreted, as if the
aims of good neighbourhood of our coun-
try, are allegedly a result of a sthaw» of
our attitudes, of some political or ideolo-
gical change of the line of the State of
the dictatorship of the proletariat in Alba-
nia. The more so there must not be enter-
tained any illusions by those who do not
wish good to Albania and who dream of
easily imposing themselves on it through
a commercial revisionist policy. «Our poli-
cyr, comrade Enver Hoxha said in his
October 3, 1974 speech, scomplies with the
interest of the peoples, not with those of
the cliques and ideologies that oppress the
peoples. It seeks friendship with the peo-
ples, not with their oppressors. It is not
a conjunctural policy, but a principled pro-
letarian policy. It does not stem from be-
hind-the-scenes secret diplomacy, from
mysterious talks, from putting its own and
other countries’ interests up for auction.
The policy of our country is not the policy
of those states with a hundred flags in
their pockets. Our People’s Republic does
not lower its flag either before blackmail
and terror, or before the rouble and
dollars,

New Albania, even when it was still
young and not well consolidated was able
to cope with the revisionist storms, the
allround interferences and pressures of
Now it greatly
strengthened economically, and the more

various enemies. has

so politically and ideologically. Therefore,
it proceeds proudly on its road, convinced
in its correctness and being sure that the-
re is no force that can conquer it or ma-
ke it change its political and ideological
course,

As in the past, in the present too, its
international spirit will not be quelled
and it will never lack the feeling of mi-
litant solidarity with all those who are
fighting for the revolution, socialism, na-
tional liberation and democracy. Albania
has always given proofs that it defends
the Marxist-Leninist friends with loyalty
in their difficult times, considering this as
a duty which strengthens the great and
common cause of communism., Our coun-
try, with the blood of its best sons it sent
to contribute to the liberation of fraternal
peoples, has proved to what extent it is in
solidarity with the peoples who were
fighting against fascism and how it bac-
ked the common antifascist cause. In the
future too, it will continue to proceed on
this road with the same determination and
with the same consistency.

The imperialists, revisionists and their
allies must well know that the Albanian
people and their Party have not been and
will never be deceived by the traps into
which they seek to draw us in order to
strangle us more easily. They have been
and remain the sworn enemies of our coun-
try and socialism in Albania, enemies of
Leninism, the revolution and the liberation
of the peoples. Qur Party has made it clear
that we shall never reconcile ourselves
with them, we shall never be friends with
them, but we shall be always enemies.
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Close fraternal friendship

Towards the middle of June this year,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, Sarin Chak, came
for a visit to our country.

On June 16 he was received by the First
Secretary of the CC of the PLA, comrade
Enver Hoxha, During the reception, which
passed in a very warm and friendly at-
mosphere, the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Kingdom of Cambodia transmitted
to the First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party of Labour of Albania
the message of the Head of State and
Chairman of the National United Front
of Cambodia, Samdech Norodom Sihanouk,
in which, on behalf of the people, the
People’'s Armed Forces of National Libe-
ration, the National United Front and the
Royal Government of National Union of
Cambodia, as well as in his own name,
he expresses his warmest thanks to the
Albanian people, their Party and Govern-
ment and comrade Enver Hoxha, for their
great aid, encouragement, and enthusias-
tic support for the Cambodian people’s
struggle against aggressor US imperialism
and the quisling Lon Nol clique, for their
complete militant solidarity since the
first days of the struggle, for their under-
standing and powerful backing for the
determined and consistent line of the Na-
tional United Front of Cambodia and the
Royal Government of the National Union
of Cambodia.

Comrade Enver Hoxha expressed to
Foreign Minister Sarin Chak the frater-
nal feelings and warmest and most cor-
dial greetings of the Albanian people, the
Party of Labour of Albania, and the Go-
vernment of the People’s Republic of Al-
bania for the heroic Cambodian people
and their brave fighters, for the National
United Front, the Royal Government of
the National Union of Cambodia, and for
his Excellency Samdech Norodom Sihanouk
personally. He made a high appraisal of
the uncompromising armed struggle which
the brave and freedom-loving Cambodian
people waged for five years in succession,
under the correct leadership of the Na-
tional United Front of Cambodia, against
the US imperialist aggressors and their
servants, and pointed out that the brilliant
victory of the invincible Cambodian peo-
ple in the battle field is of historic impor-
tance not only to them, but also to all the
peoples who are fighting for the great
cause of freedom and national indepen-
dence, against imperialism and social
imperialism.

Comrade Enver Hoxha wished the Cam-
bodian people new victories in the defen-
ce and strengthening of the national inde-
pendence of their homeland, as well as
successes in the great work for the liqui-
dation as soon as possible, of the after-
math of the war and the building of a
new, prosperous and flourishing Cambo-
dia. ¢

and unbreakable

Albanian-Chinese friendship

From June 14 to July 4, at the invita-
tion of the Government of the People’s
Republic of China, a Government econo-
mic delegation of the P.R. of Albania,
headed by the member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of the

PLA and first vice-Chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers of the PRA, Adil Carcani,
paid a visit to the P.R. of China.

During their stay in China the Govern-
ment delegation met the Premier of the
State Council of the P.R. of China, Chou



En-lai, and other leaders, visited work
and production centres, people’s commu-
nes and various institutions. During these
visits, the delegation had warm and cor-
dial talks with workers, commune mem-
bers, teachers, etc.

On July 3 two agreements and
protocols were signed in Peking between
the P.R. of China and the P.R. of Albania:
An agreement on China providing Albania

two

with a long-term interest-free loan, a pro-
tocol on China providing Albania with
complete sets of equipment for projects, a
protocol on China supplying Albania with
general materials, and an agreement of
goods exchange and payments for the pe-
riod 1976-1980.

On behalf of the Government of the
P.R. of Albania, the agreements and pro-
tocols were signed by Adil Carcani, lea-
der of the Albanian Government economic
delegation and first vice-Chairman of the
council of Ministers; and on behalf of the
Chinese Government — by Li Hsien-nien,
vice-Premier of the State Council.

The Albanian people learned with joy
about the signing of these agreements.
They consider them as a new manifesta-
tion of the fraternal and unbreakable
friendship between the two peoples, the
two parties and the two socialist coun-
tries.

Commenting on this event, «Zéri i Popu-
1lit« writes in its July 5 editorial:

«The warm and cordial welcome exten-
ded in the People’s Republic of China to
the Government economic delegation of
the P.R. of Albania, headed by the mem-
ber of the Political Bureau of the CC of
the PLA and first vice-Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the PRA, comrade
Adil Carcani, the meeting with comrade
Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Council
of the P.R. of China, the warm and cot-
dial talks of the delegation with workers,
commune members, students and teachers,
in all the centres they visited, are another
testimony to the revolutionary friendship

and close collaboration between our
two peoples, two parties, and two
countries.

In their struggle for the building of
socialism, the defence of their freedom
and the independence of their homeland,
for the cause of the revolution and socia-
lism, our people have always had the in-

ternationalist aid and support of the great
Chinese people, with whom they are bound
by an everlasting friendship. The new
agreements signed in Peking on July 3 are
another testimony to this friendship and
militant unity between the two coun-
tries, a friendship and unity based on
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian inter-
nationalism, and foreged by our two
parties and the beloved leaders
comrade Enver Hoxha and Chairman
Mao Tse-tung.

The new agreements between the Go-
vernments of our two countries have been
signed at a time when our people, firmly
united around the Party with comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head, have mobilised
all their energies to carry out successfully
the historic decisions of the 6th Congress
of the PLA and to fulfill the tasks for
the year 1975, the last year of the fifth
five-year plan, and when they are prepar-
ing to begin the 6th five-year plan with new
and multiplied forces. Thanks to the correct
Marxist-Leninist policy of our Party, the
selfless struggle and allround mobilisa-
tion of the working class, the cooperati-
vist peasantry and of all the working mas-
ses, great victories have been achieved in
the construction and defence of socialism
in Albania.

The Government economic delegation of
the PRA visited the P.R. of China at a ti-
me when the glorious Chinese people,
under the leadership of their Communist
Party with comrade Mao Tse-tung at the
head, have achieved brilliant victories in
the great Proletarian Cultural Revolution,
destroying the two bourgeois-revisionists
staffs of Liu Shao Chi and Lin Piao and
the reactionary ideas of Confucius, when
they have carried forward the cause of
the socialist revolution and socialist cons-
truction and have further increased the
defence capacity of their country. The
great Chinese people, successfully realis-
ing the historic decisions of the 10th Con-
gress of the Party and of the first session
of the People’s National Congress, 4th le-
gislature, of the P.R. of China, have raised
their socialist homeland to mnew heights
and have mobilised themselves with all
their forces to turn into reality the bril-
liant prospects opened to them by the
Commmunist Party of China on the road
of the revolution and socialism. These vic-

tories immeasurably gladden our people
and Party who welcome them and assess
them as their own victories. «People’s Chi-
na, under the leadership of its Communist
Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tungr,
comrade Enver Hoxha has said, «has been
transformed today into a powerful socia-
list State, with great economic and mili-
tary potential and with high international
prestige and authority. Our people and
Party wholeheartedly greet these brilliant
victories and hope that they will increase
and multiply for the good of the fraternal
Chinese people and the revolution in the
worlda.

These allround successes and the de-
termined struggle of great People's China
for the cause of the freedom and inde-
pendence of the peoples, against US impe-
rialism, Soviet social imperialism and in-
ternational reaction, have further increa-
sed its authority in the international arena.
Our people and their Party of Labour,
who are resolutely waging a fierce class
struggle, on the national and international
scale, against the blackmail, the fiendish
plans and conspiracies of the internal and
external enemies, are fighting in the same
trench with the great Chinese people
and their Communist Party against impe-
rialism and revisionism, and making their
contribution to the just cause of the
freedom-loving peoples and the triumph of
socialism and the revolution.

The visit of the Government economic
delegation of the P.R. of Albania to Peo-
ple’s China and the new agreements sig-
ned on this occasion between the Govern-
ments of the two countries, are a new
and valuable contribution to the further
development of the fraternal Albanian-
Chinese friendship, which has rejoiced
and inspired the real friends of the two
peoples and has enraged the enemies, the
US imperialists, the Soviet social impe-
rialists, and all the reactionaries. Our peo-
ple wholeheartedly greet the conclusion
of these agreements, for they serve the
deepening of this friendship and this colla-
boration between our two peoples, two
parties, and two Governments, in the com-
mon interest of the sacred cause of the
revolution and socialism. The agreements
concluded in Peking these recent days
once again express the will and aspira-
tions of our two fraternal peoples to
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stand by one another, to fight and win
together, to always promote the cause of
the struggle against imperialism, social
imperialism, colonialism and neocolonia-

lism, to score new and still greater vic-
tories in socialist construction in our fwo
countries, for the victory of Marxism-Le-
ninisms,

32nd Anniversary of our people’s army

On the occasion of the 32nd anniver-
sary of the creation of our People’s Army,
various activities were carried out in all
districts, of the Republic in work and pro-
duction centres, military units, educational
and cultural institutions, and agricultural
cooperatives, devoted to the glorious road
pursued by our People’s Army under the
leadership of the Party and General
Commander, Comrade Enver Hoxha.

In Tirana, the capital of the PRA, the
General Council of the Democratic Front
of Albania, the Ministry of People’s De-
fence, and the Tirana district Party Com-

mittee, organized a festive meeting on Ju

ly 9, which was attended by working
people from work and production centres,
servicemen, veterans of the National Li-
beration War, working people of Govern-
ment departments and central institutions
of the capital, mothers and relatives of
martyrs, representatives of the youth, and
other invited guests. Also present were
the member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Party, Hysni Kapo, the member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Party and Minister of Internal
Affairs, Kadri Hazbiu, the vice-Chairman
of the Council of Ministers and Chairman
of the State Planning Commission, Petro
Dode, and other Party and State leaders.

Also present was the military attaché of
the embassy of the P.R. of China to the
P.R. of Albania, Chang Siu Shang.

Those present were greeted by the vice-
Minister of People's Defence and chief of
the General Staff of the Army, Veli
Llakaj, who pointed out among other
things:

«Our heroic people, led by the glorious
Party of Labour and comrade Enver Hoxha,
with the new vigour and revolutionary
impetus aroused by the historic decisions
of the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Plenums of
the Central Committee of the PLA, have
thrown themselves in great revolutionary

actions to achieve new successes in all the
fields of construction and defence of the
socialist homeland.

In the great, legendary struggle being
waged by our Party, our people, and our
People’s Army, in a brilliant unity around
the Central Committee of the Party of La-
bour of Albania with comrade Enver Hoxha
at the head, we are not alone. With us
are all the revolutionaries and Marxist-
Leninists of the five continents, and, in the
first place, the glorious Communist Party
of China with comrade Mao Tse-tung at
the head, the greatest friend of our peo-
ple, the 800 million strong Chinese peo-
ple and the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army, with whom we are bound by an
unbreakable, evergreen friendship. There
is no force that can conquer this inter-
nationalist and revolutionary friendship
and solidarity. We remain firm as comra-
des-in-arms in the common trench of the
world revolution, and, with the reliable
compass of triumphant Marxism-Leninism,
we shall achieve final victory over the
forces of the bourgeois-revisionist dark-
ness, which, caught in the grip of crises
and antagonistic contradictions, are pre-
paring for a third world war. Therefore,
it is more than ever a sacred duty for
every citizen-soldier of our socialist coun-
try to continually increase his revolutio-
nary vigilance, to work with a high spirit
of self-denial for the further strengthen-
ing of the defense capacity of our home-
land. As instructed by our Party and
comrade Enver Hoxha, every working
man and citizen, wherever he works and
lives, must consider himself a soldier of
the people, a determined defender of our
freedom, independence, and socialist gains.

With our heroic Party on the forefront,
with the General Commander comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head, always in re-
volution, always on the offensive in the
great battles of construction and streng-
thening of the defence of the homelands!



Diplomatic relations of the PRA
with other countries extended

Consistent in its correct policy in inter-
national relations, the Government of the
People’s Republic of Albania is continually
extending its relations with other coun-
tries, and particularly with the countries

which, thanks to their persistent struggle,
are liberating themselves from colonial
and neocolonial bondage.

Recently, following talks with the Go-

vernments concerned, talks which were

Tens of thousunds of school

in national and local aclions

After the successful conclusion of the
1974-1975 school year, the pupils and stu-
dents of all the country’s schools began
their summer vacations. But a major part
of them, inspired by the revolutionary
impetus which has now encompassed our
entire people for the successful realisation
of the five-year plan, have expressed the
desire to spend a part of their vacations
participating in national and local actions.

Several thousands youth,
from the middle schools, have gone to

particularly

work on the sites for the construction of

the new Prenjas-Guri i Kuq railway line
and on that for the construction of the
railway network within the metallurgical
combine at Elbasan. thousand
others have gone to agricultural coopera-
tives and enterprises to helﬁ the agricul-

Several

tural workers in harvesting the cereal
crops and in other seasonal work, while
others will work in terracing hilly and
mountainous land on the coast and in re-
mote areas of the country.

During the time they are taking part

in these actions the youth will make their

An about 6.000-year old culture

The time, when foreign specialists were
writing that «In the field of prehistoric
blank white
space: is past. Today Albanian archeolo-
gical research and studies have attained
scientific achievements, such that without
knowledge and assessment of them, im-

archaeology Albania is a

portant problems of the prehistory of the
Balkans cannot be solved correctly.

These achievements multiply our energies
for greater successes, for new discoveries
and facts which shed light on the secrets
of the ancient culture of our people. They
include the discoveries made in Dunavec,
in the Kor¢a area, whose culture belongs
to the middle neolithic epoch, i.e. about
6.000 years ago.

As a result of two years of persistent
work a pre-historic dwelling place was
uncovered on the bank of the Dunavec
river, very near the place where it joins
the Devolli river. The earliest strata of its
existence are linked with the ruins of a
prehistoric village, the huts of which had
been erected along the river bank, not in
the usual way, but on piles, vertical logs,
supporting a platform of other horizontal
logs, on which they erected dwellings
with floors and walls plastered with clay
and straw. The erection of these dwellings,
called palafittes, required great work and
toil, if we bear in mind that everything,
was cut and shaped stone axes. The value

of this discovery is increased also because

inspired by the common desire to deve-
lop ties of friendship and collaboration,
the Government of the People’s Republic
of Albania established diplomatic rela-
tions at ambassadorial level with the King-
dom of Laos and the People’s Republic
of Mozambique. In this way, the Pcople’s
Republic of Albania now maintains diplo-
matic relations with more than 70 coun-

tries.

contribution to the construction of the
projects of the five-year plan and the
timely fulfilment of the seasonal tasks in
agriculture, and, at the same time, will
carry out a series of cultural and artis-
tic activities which will help in educating
and entertaining the working people. The
youth themselves will get to know each
other better, will increase their love for
the spirit of collectivism, and will be tem-
pered and strengthened physically. The
work in actions will also help the school
pupils to become acquainted with work, a
thing which will be very useful to them
in life.

After their work on actions,
thousands of the school youth will spend
happy vacations in camps and rest homes
of a national and local character which
have been opened all over the country.

tens of

for the time being this is the ecarliest pa-
lafitte dwelling place known in Albania
and the whole of the Balkans. Later,
with the destruction of the palafitte, and
apparently with the changing, of the di-
rection of the flow of the river, they pas-
sed to another method of building houses
right on the ground, but always first
laying horizontal logs covered with straw
mixed with mud, to provide a floor with
the minimum dampness. Thus they preser-
ved the old traditions gained from the ex-
perience of building the palafitte.

The rich and varied archaeological ma-
terial that has been accumulated as a re-
sult of the excavation work, such as the
collection of stone axes, various flint kni-
ves, various horn and bone tools, grind
stones for grain together with other find-
ings, create the features of the material
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culture of Dunavec. But thc culture of
this prehistoric centre cannot be under-
stood without mentioning the extensive
production of pottery and cult objects.
Black glazed pottery constitutes one of
the most important features of the Duna-
vee ceramics. A special and principal ca-
tegory is the pottery with a rough surface
(barbotine), which links it with the other
cultures of the inner Balkans. The deco-
rations of the vessels are of many kinds,
The most common arc relief decorations,
those with incisions and grooves, while
painted and pressed designs and some
others, arc less frequent.

Of special artistic value is the collection
of small anthropomorphous figures made
of baked clay. The treatment of the hu-
man figure is given in  general lines,
emphasising individual parts of the body.
They include samples distinguished for
their expressive presentation.

The discoveries in the Dunavec prehis-
toric site shed new light on a very impor-
tant problem, i.e. the elucidation of rela-
tions between the Dunavec culture and the
culture of the copper epoch discovered
years ago in Maliq. Although these two
cultures belong to different epochs, they
are based on a number of important com-
mon elements which put them in relation
with one another. First, comes the black
ceramics in which, with regard to techni-
que, some forms of vessels and ornaments
present great similarity, This relation is
expressed also by the technique of paint-
ing with grey and red paints. Finally,

mention must be made of the erection of
palafitte dwellings both in Dunavec and
Maliq, which could not have been acciden-
tal, but is an important fact testifying to
the preservation of a tradition, and which
once more expressed this cultural connec-
tion.

Of course, this totality of common ele-
ments testifies clearly to the preservation
of a tradition both in the architecture of
the dwelling houses and in pottery. This
tradition is based on the preservation of
the local ethnic element. These facts en-
title us to think of an autochthonous ori-
gin of the culture of the copper age; they
help us to follow the process of the autoch-
thonous development of the prehistoric
cultures of South-Eastern Albania, and to
see here, the basis of an early neolithic
substratum, which found development in
the later prehistoric and protohistoric
periods.

In relation to the linguistic data, the
neolithic cultures discovered in our coun-
try, would correspond to the earliest Indo-
european substratum and would support
the opinion about its presence as far back
as in the early neolithic period. Of course,
the elucidation of such complicated pro-
blems shrouded in the mists of thousands
of years is not a matter which can be
settled by one, or even several excavation
campaigns. The successes achieved, a bet-
ter coordination of Albanological sciences,
and the allround assistance of the Party
in every direction are the guarantee of
greater achievements.

Beautiful manifesiations
of Chinese and Albanian gymnasis

A Chinese gymnasts team made a visit
to Albania at the beginning of July.

The team was welcomed with love and
warmth by the Albanian gymnasts. Dur-
ing their stay in Albania the Chinese
friends visited work and production cen-
tres, agricultural cooperatives, etec., in ma-
ny districts of the country. On this occa-
sion they also gave joint performances
with the Albanian gymnasts.

A beautiful performance was given by
the Chinese friends and the Albanian gym-
nasts in the w«Partizani» sports palace in

Tirana. The sports palace was filled to ca-
pacity. Among those present were the
member of the Political Bureau of the CC
of the PLA and vice-Chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers Spiro Koleka, and the in-
terim chargé d’affaires of the embassy of
the PR of China to the PR of Albania Yeng
Y Po. The performance was great success.
Those present warmly applauded the gym-
nasts of the two countries. Comrades
Spiro Koleka, Yen Y Po and other persona-
lities complimented the gymnasts and po-
sed with them for a photo.
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The present day Soviet State, as a collective
capitalist, administers the means of production
in the name and the interest of the new Soviet
bourgeoisie. The socialist common ownership
has turned into a state capitalism of a new

type.

ENVER HOXHA

SOVIET ECONOMY -

COMPLETELY AND DEFINITELY
CAPITALIST ECONOMY

by ARISTOTEL PANO

LIFE, TIME HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE BEST JUDGE OF THE CORRECTNESS OF
THE CONCLUSIONS OF OUR PARTY IN ALL QUESTIONS. IT HAS DEMONSTRATED
THEIR INCALCULABLE VALUE AND HISTORIC IMPORTANCE. THIS IS JUST WHAT
OCCURRED ALSO WITH THE CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING THE RESTORATION OF

CAPITALISM IN THE SOVIET UNION.

Without doubt the great ideological be-
trayal and the usurpation of the leader-
ship of the CPSU by a group of traitors
which took its open form at the ill-famed
20th Congress of the CPSU constituted the
prologue to the restoration of capitalism
in the Soviet Union. This group of trai-
tors, headed by Khrushchev, began the

ARISTOTEL PANO - economz’sAt,.Zect_m‘e-r
at the Tirana University.

process of the degeneration of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat that existed in
the Soviet Union, into a dictatorship of
the new Soviet bourgeoisie which began
to emerge.

The entire superstructure of Soviet so-
ciety degenerated. The former dictator-
ship of the proletariat was transformed
into a savage fascist dictatorship of the
new revisionist bourgeoisie, the socialist
Soviet State was transformed into a social-
imperialist state. Although the beginning
of the process of the degeneration of the

Soviet superstructure was also the begin-
ning of the restoration of capitalism, this
degeneration of the superstructure could
not advance itself without the degenera-
tion of the economic base. Therefore,
with the beginning of the process of the
degeneration of the superstructure, the
process of the degeneration of the econo-
mic base began, too. Here we have to do
with a dialectical and complicated inter-
action of the degeneration of the super-
structure and the base, where the one
pushed ahead and the other,
until at last they assumed their complete

impelled

capitalist form. Also in the question of the
degeneration of the socialist relations of
production into capitalist relations, just
as our Party has pointed out in its docu-
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ments, the treacherous Khrushchovian lea-
ders exploited some shortcomings which
existed, especially in the relations of dis-
tribution (the great discrepancy of sala-
ries, which our Party has rightfully descri-
bed as a dangerous evil).

It is known that capitalism is the
highest and most general stage of commo-
With
Marx proved in his work «Capitals that

dity production. scientific genius
wherever commodity production becomcs
general and flourishing, there capitalist
cxploitation comes into being spontaneous-
ly. Therefore, in his work «Capitals, Marx
begins his whole analysis of capitalism
sprecisely with his analysis of the commo-
dity. Defending and further developing
Marx's economic theory Lenin underlined
that:

«The essential features of capitalism,
(author's emphasis) according to his theo-
ry, are: (1) Commodity production, as the
general form of production. The product
assumes the form of a commodity in the
most varied organism of social production,
but only in capitalist production is this
form of the labour product gemeral and
not exceptional, isolated, accidental. (2)
The second characteristic of capitalism
is the fact that not only the product of
labour, but also labour itself, i.e. human
labour power, takes the commodity form.
The degree to which the commodity form
of labour power is developed is an indi-
cation of the degrec to which capitalism
is developeds.

After the usurpation of the leadership
of the Soviet Party and State, the Soviet
revisionist traitors in a camouflaged way,
created objective conditions for the emer-
gence and development of the above two
features in the Soviet economy. And in as
much as any practical activity requires
prior ideological preparation, after 1953,
the first thesis attacked by the Soviet
revisionists in the Marxist economic theo-
1y was that about commodity production
and the law of value in socialism.

It is well known that Marxism-Leninism
does not negate the necessity of the exis-
tence of commodity production after the
seizure of state power by the working
class. On the contrary, in the first stage,
this form of production exists objectively,
but being a wvestiges of capitalism, it is

never allowed to extend and flourish; on

the contrary, with thc extension and
strengthening of the socialist sector of the
economy, with the maturing of the so-
cialist relations of production the sphere
of commodity production and of the ope-
ration of the law of value is also narro-
wed and limited, until objective conditions
are finally created for their complete li-
quidation, While they consider commodi-
ty production as inevitable for a certain
time, the genuine Marxist-Leninist Party
and the socialist state of the working
class are also aware of the danger it con-
ceals, and take conscious measures for
the creation of the objective conditions for
its final liquidation in the future.

But in opposition to all this, with the
aim of concealing the process of the res-
toration of capitalism with demagogic
phrases, after the year 1953, the Soviet
revisionist traitors brought out the dia-
bolical thesis that before they cease their
operation, and in order te bring about
this cessation, the old categories inherited
from capitalism (thus including commo-
dity production and the law of value) must
be developed and flourish in a full and ge-
neral way.

In the impossibility of presenting here
all the «scientific arguments» for this dia-
bolic thesis, suffice it to mention that in
a camouflaged manner, it found its expres-
sion in the socalled «Programme of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Unions,
which was approved at the 22nd Con-
gress of this party, which says:

«In communist construction it is neces-

sary to fully utilize the commodity — mo-

ney relations...» (author's emphasis).
As is seen, in opposition to the entire
Marxist-Leninist theory, which stresses

the indispensability of the limitation and
restriction of commodity production dur-
ing the transition to communism, the So-
viet revisionists, as conscious traitors to
Marxism wanting to conceal the process
of the restoration of capitalism, speak of
«full utilizations of commodity-money re-
lations in communist construction. As to
what is the meaning of the words «full
utilizations, this emerged clearly from all
the practical economic they
adopted, which are measures for the trans-
formation of socialist production into ca-

measures
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pitalist commodity production. All the
stheoretical+ creations and practical mea-
sures of these renegades were blatant be-
trayal of the precepts of Marxism-Leni-
nism which they claim they are «develop-
inge,

Here, concretely is what Lenin stresses:

aMarxism teaches us that the society,
which is based on commodity produc-
tion... at a certain level of development,
inevitably, takes the road of capitalismn.
(author’'s emphasis).

And precisely the measures taken by
the Soviet revisionists after the year 1953
in the economic field, along with the pro-
cess of the degeneration of the superstruc-
ture, objectively created that certain level
of development of commeodity production
of which brought about the birth of capi-
talism in the economy, which has now
been completely and definitely formed.

All the concrete measures of the Soviet
revisionists after the year 1953 in the
field of the economy, which reached their
culmination in 1965 with the socalled
seconomic reforms, had one aim: the res-
toration of the capitalist economy of com-
modity production. Irrespective of sMar-
xists phraseology with which these mea-
sures have been justified, or how their
capitalist essence has been concealed from
the working people, in essence they were
measures for the reestablishment of capi-
talism which has now been completed.
At various periods these measures have
affected production, distribution, exchan-
ge, the management of the economy, etc.,
but in their entirety they express one
thing: the degeneration of the socialist
economy, the unlimited extension of the
commodity-money relations, the creation
of the economy of capitalist commodity
production, the creation of conditions for
the emergence and operation of all the
categories of the capitalist economy which
will be mentioned below.

The most important element in the whole
process of the extension and flourish-
ing of capitalist commodity production in
the Soviet Union was precisely the trans-
formation of labour power into a commo-
dity., Marxism teaches us that «capitalism
is that stage of the development of commo-
dity production when even labour power,
becomes a commoditys Precisely because
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this process of the transformation of la-
bour power into a commodity has been
completed in the Soviet Union, it is under-
standable that we have to do here with
a completely capitalist economy.

For labour power to become a commodi-
ty it is necessary for the worker to be
divested of all means of production and
be obliged to sell only his labour power.
The process of divesting the Soviet labour
force of the means of production, has
been the very process of the degeneration
of the dictatorship of the proletariat into
a diclatorship of the new Soviet bourgeoi-
sie. Thus, with the degeneration of the
Soviet State, with its transformation into
a dictatorship of the new Soviet bour-

geoisie, the means of production too,

which were state or collective farm pro-
perty,
into property of the new revisionist bour-
geoisie, which usurped the state power.
The Soviet working class was deprived of
the means of production, it no longer has
anything to sell for its livelihood but its
labour power, which like all the other
factors of production, has been transfor-

were automatically transformed

med into a commodity.

In order to become convinced that the
character of the state property depends
on the character of the state itself, on
whose hands the state is in, suffice it
to cast a glance on the present day reali-
ty of the western capitalist states, where
state ownership has been extended in re-
cent years. Nobody thinks of considering
the state ownership existing today in the
western capitalist states as socialist owner-
ship, ownership by the workers. Why?
Because state ownership is always the
ownership of that class which holds the
state power. And as long as the state
power is in the hands of the bourgeoisie,
of the capitalists, state ownership, too, is
a form of capitalist ownership, is state
monopoly capitalism.

In essence, we have the same thing also
in the Soviet Union. It is not superfluous
to note here that a century ago, in his
work «Anti-Diihrings, Engels pointed out
that the character of state ownership de-
pends on whose hands the state is in.

Of course, the transformation of socia-
list ownership into state capitalist cwner-
ship of a special type, and of labour po-

wer into commodity did not take place in
the Soviet Union at the touch of a magic
wand, but through a whole process of the
degeneration of the diciatorship of the
proletariat into a dictatorship of the new
revisionist bourgeoisie.

In asmuch as the processes of the de-
generation of the superstruciure, of the
change of the character of ownership, of
the transformation of labour power into
a commodity, of the extension and flou-
rishing of capitalist commodity produc-
tion were completed, the process of the
restoration of capitalisl exploitation, too,
in all its breadth and depth, was auto-
matically completed in the Soviet Union.
This was the inevitable result of the resto-
ration of the capitalist commodity pro-
ductior. Here is what Marx teaches us:

«To the extent that commodity produc-
tion develops in conformity with its inhe-
rent laws into capitalist production, to
the same extent the property laws of com-
modity production are turned into laws
of capitalist appropriations.

Now there is no doubt that ihe main
form of capitalism in the Soviet Union is
state monopoly capitalism of a new type.
But this «new typer does not niean at all
that we have to do with another essence
of capitalism. The new type consists only
in the way of its birth and its role, while
as far as its essence is concerned, it is
capitalism as in all the capitalist coun-
tries.

State capitalism in the western coun-
tries came into being mainly as a result
with
carried out by the bourgeois state, whe-
reas in the Soviet Union it came into being
through the completion of the process of
the degeneration of the dictatorship of the
proletariat into a dictatorship of the new

of nationalisations compensation

bourgeoisie. In the western capitalist coun-
tries, state capitalism plays a role depen-
dant on private capital, as a tool of the
latter, while in the present-day Soviet
Union it plays the dominant an principal
role.

But while stressing the fact that the
main form of capitalism in the Soviet

Union is state monopoly capitalism of a
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special type, we must also mention the
other forms of capital and capitalism
existing there today.

As a result of the fat salaries which
the new Soviet bourgeoisic receives in
the state and collective farm sector, it ma-
nages not only to lead a fabulous life,
but also 1o create colossal wsavingse in
the form of deposits, which, by means
of interest, «give births to other money.
Here it is not a question of denying the
possibility of savings in socialist society.
Naturally, parallel with the increase of
general wellbeing, the working people
also create savings in order to better ful-
fill their needs of consumption in the fu-
ture. But when these savings belong only
to «people with special abilitiess, when
they stem from the exceptionally high
salaries and bonuses they receive, and
yield large sums of interests, they are no
longer savings, but loan capital, money
which gives birth to money.

Here is what Lenin says:

«The starting point of any capital,
both industrial and commereial-is the for-
mation of free financial means in the
hands of individual
«free means» should be understood as those

persons (the words
financial means which are not neces-
sarily used for
etc)n.

personal consumption,

Today, the new Soviet bourgeois and a
part of the worker aristocracy possess
almost 60 billion rubles of deposits, bring-
ing in 2 billion rubles interest annually,
without even lifting a finger. The formula
loan P-P’, demonstrated by
Marx a century ago, is precisely the for-

of capital,

mula of these wsavings» of the new So-
viet bourgeoisie.

But this is not the only form of private
the new
Soviet bourgeoisie. There are also other

monetary capital possessed by

forms, in the form of state obligations,
insurance, ctc. Finally, we cannot fail to
mention another form of commodity pro-
duction which gives birth every day to
new capitalists in the Soviet Union, which
involves the socalled scollective former’s
personal plots, No Marxist has denied
that as long as the agricultural cooperati-
ves are unable to fulfill some of the needs
of their members, the cooperativists must

have a personal plot of land for some
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of their family needs. But when this «per-
sonal plots is extended beyond measure
and is used not for personal needs, but
to supply the market, then it is turned
into an economy of simple commodity pro-
duction which, as Lenin has said, every
minute, every hour, and every day, gives
birth to capitalism. This is precisely the
type of the economy of a large number
of acollective farmers’ personal plotss in
the present-day Soviet Union. These sper-
sonal plotss today supply up to 60 per
cent of the vegetables, 80 per cent of the
fruit, etc., Therefore, as commodity pro-
duction economies, they give birth to new
capitalists every day.

The analysis of the capitalist character
of the Soviet economy must be done not
on the basis of external appearances, of
the demagogy of the traitors to Marxism,
of the laws and juridical forms which
still preserve the ssocialist» shell, but in
the way in which the classics of Marxism-
Leninism, the Party of Labour and
comrade Enver Hoxha teach us, on the
basis of the real economic relations.

Criticising the Narodniks, Lenin taught
the Marxists:

«In order to define the «type» (of an
economy ~ A. Pano) we must naturally,
consider the principal economic features
of an order and not its juridical formsw.
And the cconomic reality of the Soviet
Union today is such that, without having
in their pocket any deed entitling them
to ownership of the country’s means of
production but thanks to their actual po-
sition, the new revisionist bourgeoisie use
these means for the exploitation of the
working class, for the capitalist appropria-
tion of the surplus value created with the
unpaid labour of the rank-and-file work-
ing people.

Just as all the other elements of the
relations of production, the relations of
distribution, too, have degenerated comple-
tely. Just for this reason, the new Soviet
bourgeois can readily allow the workers
to keep in a drawer the text of the So-
viet constitution, which legally consecra-
tes the right to common property, provi-
ded these bourgeois themselves keep hold
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of the bank book in which the sums of
deposited rubles continually increase.

The whole of the surplus value appro-
priated by the Soviet bourgeoisie assumes
various forms. A large part of this sur-
plus value, is transformed in various ways
by this bourgeoisie itself, as the collec-
tive owner of the means of production,
into capital of the form of state monopoly
capitalism. This part, like the means of
production, it owns as a class and not
as individuals. Another part of the appro-
priated surplus value it distributes indi-
vidually among the members of its class
in the form of the fat salaries and innu-
merable bonuses, established for the new
Soviet managers in recent years, which
are constantly increasing.

Suffice it to compare the second part
of the surplus value appropriated indi-
vidually by the members of the Soviet
bourgeoisie in the form of «salaries and
bonuses: with the wage of a rank and
file worker, to understand the entire
exploiting character of the capitalist rela-
tions of distribution in the Soviet Union.
Today the salaries and bonuses of the top
Soviet managers (let alone the élite of the
Party, State, army and science) are 15-20
times higher than the minimum wage of
ordinary workers. Of course, in order to
preserve its domination more easily. The
Soviet bourgeoisie, by means of bonuses,
also corrupts a small part of the working
class, transforms it into an aristocracy of
the working class, as is the case in any
capitalist society.

But the entire system of distribution
operating in the Soviet Union today, the
colossal number of bonuses, which in
some cases are entirely unlimited, have
nothing in common with the socialst prin-
ciple of distribution according to work,
but under the label of the «recognition
of the special merits of managers», serves
the individual appropriation by the new
bourgeois of a part of the surplus value
produced with the unpaid labour of the
Soviet workers. Precisely on this back-
ground we have the growth of the social
contrast: On the one hand, the class of
the new Soviet bourgeoisie, leading a
fabulous luxurious life, and, on the other
hand, the rank and file working people
who live in such poverty that, as the So-
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viet newspaper wSocialisticheskaya Indus-
tria» unintentionally let out a few years
ago, only now are they replacing their
wooden spoons with metal spoons! It
could not be otherwise. It is true that
immediately after he came to power,
Khrushchov promised golden spoons to
everybody, but by the word «everybody»
he implied only the new Soviet bourgeoi-
sie, which became the masters of the state
power and the means of production, while
the others were reckoned to become, as
they did, wage slaves.

The degree of exploitation of the wor-
kers in every capitalist economy is mea-
sured with the norm of surplus value,
which represents the ratio of the surplus
value to variable capital. The Soviet sta-
tistics of these categories still preserve
the socalled wsocialist» terms and falsify
the amount of variable capital, by includ-
ing the salaries of a part of the new So-
viet bourgeois, which, as we said, repre-
sent a part of the surplus value. But even
from those figures «fiddled» by the Soviet
statistics, it emerges that the norm of ex-
ploitation of the Soviet working class in
1972 was 23 per cent greater than in 1960.
Such is the ngain of the Soviet working

class from the socalled construction of
communism (read: restoration of capi-
talism).

4

The restoration of capitalism in the So-
viet Union also brought about the repla-
cement of all the socialist economic laws
and categories with the capitalist ones.
The process of the restoration of capitalism
extended over a number of years, which
were also the years of the extension of
the operation of capitalist laws and cate-
gories, until they reached their complete
and final state,

The fundamental law of the present day
Soviet economy is the law of drawing ma-
ximum profits. One of the aspects of its
manifestation in practical activity consists
in the fact that the entire activity of So-
viet enterprises is evaluated from the main
index, which is the socalled «profitability
on funds: (read: profitability on capital).
The Soviet revisionists may engage in de-
magogy as much as they want, claiming

that the aim of their production has re-
mained the fulfilment of the needs of the
working masses, however it is not words
that are important, but deeds. As long as
the fat bonuses of the new Soviet mana-
gers depend only on the «profitability on
fundsn, everybody understands that, in or-
der to fill their pockets, they do their
utmost, not to fulfill the needs of the e¢co-
nomy and the working people, but to
increase their bonuses, Their motto is pre-
cisely the old Russian saying, sSvoja ru-
bashka blizhe k tjellus (my shirt is closest
to my body).

The only regulator of Soviet production
is the law of value and market spontanei-
ty. Volume of sales is the second index
for evaluation of the work of soviet enter-
prises. But the volume of sales is directly
determined by the situation of the market;
therefore, it is precisely this market spon-
taneity that regulates Soviet production,
and not the «plan» as they prattle, For
sake of appearances the Soviet revisionists
may play comedies and
socalled «market socialism» of a certain
Otto Schick, but they
long ago established market capitalism.

The distribution of investments in the
Soviet Union today, is done according to
the socalled wnormative coefficient of ca-
pital investments», which is nothing but
a wsocialist» lable for the average norm of
profit. The category of the capitalist price
of production, for which the revisionists
find a thousand and one wsocialists names
and justifications, is operating in the enti-
re Soviet economy. Through the decentra-
lisation of prices, which are fixed by the
enterprises themselves, «escalated pricess,
etc., etc, the free play of prices is fully
operative, although in other forms. The
capitalist category of interest on capital has
been established in the entire economy.

The struggle of individual enterprises
for the most favourable conditions for the
creation of incentive funds, for the most
advantageous credit and capital, for a more
profitable structure of assortments, etc.,
is nothing but a form of competition ope-
rating in the capitalist economy. Through
uniting, merging, and transferring the acti-
vities of individual enterprises, the So-
viet revisionists conceal the processes of

ocriticizer the

themselves have

the bankruptcy of individual capitalist
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enterprises, but in fact, this bankruptcy
exists, Many Soviet enterprises today have
landed in a bankrupt financial situation.
During the 1965-1971 period, the Bank
loans alone not repaid on time by the en-
terprises increased 2,3 times. During the
period 1966-1970, violation of the normal
timelimit for the liquidation of obligations
by Soviet enterprises increased by 25 per
cent, while the total of all the obligations
not paid on time increased by 78 per cent.

The complete restoration of capitalism
in the Soviet Union could not fail to bring
about the fabulous enrichment of the new
bourgeoisie, the impoverishment of the
working masses, continuous  economic
failures, unemployment and crises, mani-
fested in hidden forms, and other capi-
talist phenomena.

To show the disastrous consequences
of the restoration of capitalism in the So-
viet economy, we shall mention only the
marked decline of the rates of economic
development in comparison with the time
when socialist economy still existed. Thus,
in comparison with the 1945-1960 period,
the average rate of increase of national
income in the Soviet Union in the years
1960-1965 dropped by 44 per cent, in the
years 1965-1970 it dropped 35 per cent,
and in 1974 it dropped 58 per cent. And
it must be said that the rates of economic
development calculated by the Soviet sta-
tistics contain in themselves the colossal
increase, in recent years, of Soviet military
production, and if this were excluded, the
situation of crisis and the real Soviet eco-
nomic decline would be even more pro-
nounced.

All analysis of real facts shows very
clearly that the Soviet economy today is
completely and definitely a capitalist eco-
nomy. It is precisely this economy which
constitutes the basis of Soviet social-impe-
rialism, which is characterized in the in-
ternal field by savage exploitation of the
working people, by antagonistic class con-
tradictions, by phenomena of decline and
successive crises, unprecedented militari-
zation, etc., while in the external field it
is characterized by expansion, not only
political and military, but also economic;
by the exploitation of other countries,
and primarily, of the East European

walliess, —
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VEHBI HOXHA, NDREC! PLASARI

THE ARMED UPRISING
IN THE ANTI-FASCIST N

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE MANY CENTURIES OF
THEIR HISTORY THAT NO ENSLAVED NATION CAN WIN FREEDOM AND INDEPEN-
DENCE, NO SOCIAL REVOLUTION CAN TRIUMPH WITHOUT FIGHTING, WITHOUT
ARMED UPRISING.

MANY DIFFERENT OCCUPIERS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, HAVE VIOLATED AL-
BANIAN TERRITORY, HAVE WANTED AND STRIVEN TO SUPPRESS AND EXTERMI-
NATE THE ALBANIANS WITH FIRE AND STEEL. BUT THE AIMS AND EFFORTS OF
THE OCCUPIERS HAVE ALWAYS FAILED FOR THE SOLE REASON THAT ON EVERY
OCCASION THE ALBANIANS HAVE RISEN, SWORD AND RIFLE IN HAND, AGAINST
THE FOREIGN ENSLAVERS AND THEIR LOCAL STOOGES; THROUGH ARMED
STRUGGLE, BLOOD-SHED AND INNUMERABLE SACRIFICES, THEY HAVE NOT ALLO-
WED THEMSELVES TO BE WIPED OUT AS PEOPLE AND A NATION, UNTIL FINALLY,
ON NOVEMBER 29, 1944, THEY SUCCEEDED NOT ONLY IN WINNING COMPLETE
FREEDOM AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, BUT ALSO IN DOING AWAY WITH THE
TYRANNY OF THE BLOOD-THIRSTY LOCAL TYRANTS AND RULERS - BIG LAND-

OWNERS, TRIBAL CHIEFS AND THE BOURGEOISIE.

Among all these armed struggles wa-
ged by the Albanian people, which have
always been just liberation wars, the most
glorious, the one that crowned the fiery
aspirations and all the age long efforts
of the Albanians for freedom, national in-
dependence and progress, is, without
doubt, the Anti-fascist National Liberation
War,

This war differs greatly from the pre-
vious struggles in its proportions, organi-
zation, content, and the forms and means
by which it was waged. No struggle in
the past has had such a level in any of
these directions, such overwhelming and

VEHBI HOXHA. — military man.
NDRECI PLASARI — member of the C.C.
of the PLA, professor, specialist in the his-
tory of the PLA and the N.L. War of the
Albanian people.

(Report delivered at the National Confe-
rence of Studies on the anti-fascist Natio-
nal Liberation War of the Albanian peo-

ple).

creative force, such a profoundly demio-
cratic, popular, and revolutionary spirit,
and, aboye all, such a triumphant conclu-
sion of vital importance to the destiny
of the homeland and the Albanian peo-
ple. The lofty virtues of our people, their
love of country, bravery, self-denial and
fighting spirit, born and tempered in the
course of their endless liberation struggles
in the past, not only stood out more for-
cefully than ever before in this latest
struggle, but were imbued with a new,
profoundly revolutionary content.

The main factor that conditioned the
high level of the armed uprising of the
Albanian people against fascism and the
traitors was the revolutionary leadership
of the Communist Party of Albania, hea-
ded by comrade Enver Hoxha. Our peo-
ple had known no such leadership in all
their previous wars. It was this Party that
gave the uprising its unprecedented revo-
lutionary breadth and depth, that gave it



OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE
ATIONAL LIBERATION WAR

its perfect organization and ensured its fi-
nal triumph over the faseist occupiers and
the traitors. The Party knew how to assess
correctly and to utilize the objective na-
tional and international circumstances that
created favourable conditions for a power-
ful outburst of the people’s uprising
against the occupiers and the traitors.

Ttalian fascism aimed at eliminating the
Albanian nation and italianizing Albania.
Our people could never allow such a
thing. They were ready to fight with all
their strength against the foreign ensla-
vers for freedom and national indepen-
dence. In fact they began their struggle
against the occupiers right from the first
day of the aggression by the Italian army,
in April 1939, and did not cease it for a
single moment. This struggle was develo-
ped as a legitimate resistance against the
foreign enslavers through antifascist de-
monstrations and protesis, through stri-
kes, sabotage and refusal to observe the
laws and regulations of the occupation re-
gime, in particular cases even by armed
resistance.

The Albanian people were not to be
alone in their struggle. The fascist states
had invaded many other countries. Hitleri-
te Germany had attacked and aimed to
destroy the first socialist state, the Soviet
Union. The entire world was faced with
the threat of fascist enslavement. To avert
such a danger the nations and peoples of
the world, had risen in a great anti-fascist
international war, united in a big anti-
fascist coalition to liquidate the fascist
tyranny. The Albanian people found sure
and powerful support in the anti-fascist

world war, the vanguard of which was the
Soviet Union led by J. V. Stalin.

Relying on such favourable national and
international circumstances, right from
its founding the Communist Party defined
the uprising against fascism as «the ge-
nuine road to liberation:! and laid down
the task: «We must implant the idea of a
general liberation uprising through joint
actions. .. We must prepare the people po-
litically and militarily for the general
armed uprising, rallying all the patriotic
and antifascist forces to the struggles2.

While the general armed uprising was
chosen as tie main form, the other forms
of the struggle, such as sabotage, econo-
mic and political strikes, anti-fascist de-
monstrations and protests, exposure of the
enemy by word of mouth or through prin-
ted material, etc., were mnot neglected
either. But the principal aim of all these
means of struggle was the preparation of
the people for the armed uprising.

The organization of the armed uprising
also demanded, as an indispensable con-
dition, the preparation of the armed for-
ces, of the National Liberation Army.
Without the creation of a genuine people’s
army, powerfully supported by the insur-
gent people, an army capable of dealing
crushing blows to the ememy, of destroy-
ing the political order and the armed for-
ces of occupation, a general armed upris-
ing could not be thought of.

The general armed uprising, which
was presented by the Party as «the ge-
nuine road to liberation» would be a
component part of the people’s revolution.
As such it was organically linked with

the creation of the common National Li-
beration Front and with the establish-
ment of the new democratic people’s state
power. At the same time, it would be the
principal means for the triumph of this
revolution, i.e., for the achievement of
the strategic objective in the National li-
beration War laid down by the Party.

For the same reason also, the National
Liberation Army would be set up as a
regular people's revolutionary army, since
only such an army could carry out such
important strategic tasks as the complete
liberation of the country by its own efforts,
the victory of national independence, the
establishment of the people’s democratic
state power, and become the armed sup-
port of this state power. There can be
no lasting state power, including the re-
volutionary state power, without armed
support.

In the concrete circumstances, our gene-
ral uprising would not be an immediate
outburst, and the regular National libera-
tion Army would not be formed all at
once, just as the people’s democratic go-
vernment would not be formed at once.
These objectives would be achieved step
by step. The uprising would be a more
or less protracted people's armed struggle.
The partisan movement, the guerilla units,
«the war waged by detachments as the
truest expression of the will of the Alba-
nian people to be liberated from fascist
slavery and to live free»’ would serve a
real basis for the preparation of the gene-
ral uprising and the cgeation of the regu-
lar liberation army.
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The armed uprising was a very difficult
task. Our Party clearly understood that
the armed uprising constituted a task of
very great responsibility. It could not be
trifled with. Consequently, it demanded
extensive thorough, and all-sided prepara-
tion. Its organisation required political
clarity, determination, and maturity, great
care and patience, tireless political and
military work. Once begun it had to be
carried right through to the end. Any
wavering, opportunist stand, just as any
scctarian and adventurist stand, would
lead to the failure of the uprising.

The armed uprising needs arms, funds,
cadres, great experience. The Party chose
the only correct revolutionary road lead-
ing to victory: it called on the people to
throw themselves immediately into the
fight, being in the forefront itself, and
to secure everything needed for the armed
uprising - arms, cadres, experience, and
everything else, in the heat of the strug-
gle.

First of all, the armed uprising deman-
ded the political preparation of the masses
of the people, strong reliance upon them
for the combat actions and the fighters
that would carry them out, a steel-like
bond between the leading body of the
uprising and these masses. At first such a
reliance and bound were limited. In this
direction, too, the only way was to begin
the combat actions, immediately, to begin
the political preparation of the people for
the uprising by fighting the enemy, and to
establish sound links with the masses in
the heat of the armed struggle.

So the Party did not and could not wait.
«The infant that was born from the womb
of the people on November 8, 1941 in Ti-
ranas, says comrade Enver Hoxha, «did
not wait even for a single day, but raised
its iron fist and struck mercilessly at the
fascists and the traitorsw.4

Of course the choosing of the road of
armed struggle by no means meant that
the slogan of the general uprising was to
be launched immediately, «The general
uprising, as stated above, would prepara-
red step by step and would constitute the
final state of the armed struggle.»

As is said in the «History of the PLAu,
the armed uprising as a people’s war,
and the creation of the people's armed for-
ces as a regular army of the Albanian

people, went through three main phases
which were determined by the develop-
ment of events and things.

In the first phase the foundations were
laid for the general armed uprising and
the organization of the regular National
Liberation Army, the general moral-politi-
cal and military preparation of the mas-
ses of the people for the uprising was
achieved.C

The first school for the armed uprising
were the guerilla units, which were for-
med at the end of 1941 and the beginning
of 1942 in the main cities of the couniry,
while from the beginning of 1942 they
were active in all the cities and in many of
the occupied regions.

The guerrilla units carried out various
small-scale combat actions: killed fascist
leaders, officers, N.C.O.’s, and spies, burnt
and destroyed depots and other objects of
the enemy; seized arms and other mate-
rial useful for the liberation war, freed
political prisoners, etc.

It is of great importance that no action
was carried out without the approval of
the party regional committee and without
being studied with the greatest care, Ac-
tions were carried out in order to achie-
ve political gains first of all, and then
military and material gains. According to
this criterion, combat actions, while harm-
ing the enemy, first of all established new
links between the Party and the masses.
Therefore only such actions were carried
but as were acceptable to the masses, that
fostered in them love for and confidence
in the Party that organised and led these
actions. The careful choice, the perfect or-
ganisation of the combat actions of the
guerrilla units, and the leadership of the
party organisation, gave their actions a
character different from those usually
carried out by anarchists, putschists, ad-
venturers, and bandits of various types.

Unlike adventurist and terrorist actions,
with the impression they made and the
influence they exercised on the people
and among the enemy ranks the actions
of our guerrilla units, however small as
fighting actions, had the importance of a
battle. As comirade Enver Hoxha says,
«they were an inseparable part and the
beginning of the armed uprising,», «from
which the genuine leaders of our people
emergedy/, «they were linked with the
aspirations of the masses and were an
expression of the determination and con-
fidence, not only of the Party, but also of
the people, in final victorysS.

ALBANIA TODAY

The guerrilla units were set up in the
cities. This was not accidental, This hap-
penied because at the beginning the Party's
links with the masses of the people were
almost entirely with those of the towns.
Without the support of these masses the
guerrilla units could not have been formed
and neither could they have carried out
their combat actions so successfully. In
fact the actions were not just the deed of
the members of the guerrilla units, but of
the masses of the people who protected
and defended the fighters of these units
at every step, regardless of the dangers.

But while creating the guerrilla units,
the Party always had in mind higher forms
of the armed struggle - partisan units.
«The comrades should not have a shallow
grasp of «the question of guerrillass, it
instructed. «Wherever possible partisan
units should be formed. .. without waiting
for another directive for the formation of
the units»9,

The formation of the units was linked,
first of all, with the creation of the bases
of the Party and of the National Liberation
War in the countryside.

The countryside, specially in our con-
ditions, was of decisive importance to
the uprising. Without arousing the pea-
santry against the occupiers and the trai-
tors there could be no talk either of the
general armed uprising or of the triumph
of the revolution.

The peasantry made up the overwhelm-
ing majority of the population of the coun-
try. therefore it would also be the «source
of the main forces of the present wars,
the Party instructed10.

But it was not only for this reason that
the peasantry had to become the source
and the main force of the liberation ar-
med struggle. Apart from this, in its bo-
som it preserved very deep patriotic tra-
ditions, a fighting spirit and great revo-
lutionary energy gained during the cen-
turies in the struggle for freedom, inde-
pendence and land. It hated the fascist
occupiers and was burning with desire to
see Albania free and independent.

There was also another reason that
increased the importance of the decisive
role of the peasantry; the geographical
factor. The bulk of our countryside is
mountainous. The mountains preserved
very favourable conditions for the peo-
ple’s partisan warfare. As comrade
Mehmet Shehu says, sour mountains have
always been the principal ally of our peo-
ples1l, In the Anti-fascist National libera-
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tion War, too, our mountains became the
principal base of the uprising, the secure
nest of the partisan fighters, because, in
the first place, the population of the moun-
tain regions linked its fate with the Com-
munist Party, joined the Natiomal libera-
tion Front, and showed unprecedented rca-
diness and self-sacrifice in struggle, spar-
ing nothing for the victory over the fore-
ign enslavers and the local traitors. This
does not mean that the Party did not
attach any importance to the plains. On
the contrary, it kept the peasaniry of the
plains in the centre of its attention, just
as it did the population of the mountains
and the cities, and had established bases
for the development of the uprising in the
plains as well.

It was not easy for the Party to win
over the countryside. The main thing was
that the Party was convinced that the mas-
ses of the peasantry would embrace its
line on the National liberation War and
would turn into a great decisive force of
the armed uprising. Comrade Enver Hoxha
instructed the Party to address itself espe-
cially «to the village poor, the semi-prole-
tarians, of whom there were many in our
country. We should mobilize the peasan-
try around our Party, since only our Party
is a fighting party and the peoples today
want to fightl2,

First of all, the peasantry was convinced
of the correctness of the political line of
the Party, of its ability to lead the struggle,
and accepted the Party as its leader, on
the basis of its deeds. Such deeds, which
exercised a great influence among the
peasantry, as well as among the entire
Albanian people, were the courageous ac-
tions of the guerrilla units and, later, of
the partisan ceta, the unprecedented he-
roism of the communists in these actions.
The Albanian peasant has an especially
great and profound respect for valiant
people, for he has always had valour in
his veins, just as he has honour. Such
brave and courageous people, honest and
determined fighters against fascism, as the
communists, who, at the same time, emer-
ged as the most resolute defenders of the
interests and rights of the peasantry, could
not fail to arouse their love and trust.

In this way, the Party gradually won
the confidence of the peasant, and set up
its bases and those of the National libera-
tion War in the countryside. From the
spring, or particularly from the summer,
of the year 1942, the centre of gravita-
tion of the uprising shifted to the country-

side. The countryside became the principal
base of the uprising and the peasantry
became its main force. This occurred pre-
cisely when the Party had won over the
peasant masses and had prepared them
for the liberation armed struggle,

On this basis the partisan units were
set up, and increased rapidly. By the end
of 1942, they numbered about 30, with
more than 2,000 fighters in their ranks.
The first nucleus of the partisan units con-
sisted of communists, communist youths,
sympathizers, workers and students from
the towns trained in the guerrilla war,
whom the Party sent to the mountains to
organise the armed struggle. These nuclei
were increased with the admission of the
peasants. The countryside became the
source and base of the partisan units. At
the same time workers, artisans, students
and teachers were sent from the cities
to join the partisan units.

The regular partisan units were the
embryo of the regular National liberation
Army. But in addition to the regular units
village territorial ceta on a voluntary ba-
sis, were formed. They were armed de-
tachments for the people’s self-defence and
served as a powerful reserve of the regu-
lar partisan detachments, both for combat
actions and for the replenishment of their
ranks with new fighters. The total number
of the people who militated in the territo-
rial volunteer units was three-four times
greater than that of the partisans of the
regular units, In the spring of 1943 the to-
tal number of fighters of the regular par-
tisan units, the volunteer units and the
guerilla wunits, had reached about 20.000.
Through the setting up of the territorial
units in every liberated village and region
the Party carried into life the idea of the
arming and participation of the broad
masses in the armed uprising, the idea
of the people’s liberation war. The most
typical examples of the embodiment of
this idea, which demonstrated the ever-
mounting people’s uprising were the com-
bat actions in Skrapar (September), in
Peza (October) and the Gjorm Battle
(December 1942).

The partisan units carried out intense
military and political activity; attacked
and destroyed military posts and small
garrisons of the enemy, and fascist puni-
tive forces, attacked enemy columns, des-
troyed or impeded enemy communication,
cut enemy telegraph and telephone lines,
burnt depots and other objects of the fas-
cists, tracked down spies, etc. Above all
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they aimed at clearing entire mountain
regions and zones of the enemy, in order
to set up free bases for the partisan mo-
vement. Without such liberated regions
and zones they could not live and carry
on their activities. Besides the combat ac-
tions carried out in Skrapar, Peza, and
Mesaplik (Gjorm), in 1942 and at the
beginning of 1943, a great influence was
exercised on the broadening of the armed
struggle by the 24 July aclion for the
destruction of the enemy telegraph and
telephone lines throughout the country,
some heroic actions in the cities, and the

battles of Voskopoja, Snosém, Patos,
Libohova, Rrogozhina, and Selenica,
etc.

It is of importance to stress that all the
military actions of the units had a great
political meaning, They undermined the
occupation regime, mobilized the people
in struggle, aroused the confidence of the
masses in their own efforts, enhanced the
authority of the Communist Party.

But the umnits also carried out direct
political and organisational work of extra-
ordinary importance. They carried out lar-
ge-scale political activities to clarify the
people, propagated the line of the Party
and the political program of the Peza Con-
ference, ensured the unity of the peasantry
in the National Liberation Front, destroyed
the old state machinery of the fascists
and traitors and helped the peasantry to
build the new democratic state power of
the national liberation councils. In colla-
boration with these councils they main-
tained order and tranquillity in the libe-
rated areas, in this way also carrying out
important functions of the state power.

In this way the new Albanian army,
which was being built in the fire of the
National Liberation War, was born and
strengthened as an army of the people,
an army of the revolution, a defender of
the vital interests of the workers, peasants,
and all the democratic revolutionary for-
ces. For the first time, the masses of the
people saw in the partisan detachments
their own army which was being created
and increased from their flash and blood.
That is why they gave this army their
all-round support and aid.

From the military viewpoint, the com-
bat actions of the units were actions on a
tactical scale. It was still not possible to
speak of our operations. However, the
sum of the combat actions of the partisan
detachments, adding to them the actions
of the guerrilla units in the occupied
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towns and areas, gave results of a strate-
gic scale, such as the general insecurity
and concern caused by these actions
among the ranks of the occupiers and trai-
tors, the disorder and confusion brought
about in the entire military-pelitical and
state system of the enemy. A strategic
result of the combat actions of the parti-
san units was the setting up of the bases
for the organization of the regular peo-
ple’s army, and the political and military
preparation of the people for the general
uprising.

In order to cope with the incontaina-
ble general rise of the armed struggle of
the Albanian people, the Italian fascists
organised a whole series of operations of
various levels, employing large, regular
military forces and accompanying these
operations with savage terror in towns
and regions. However, nothing could
quench the flames of the uprising which
was spreading at lightning speed.

With the proliferation of the units their
organization and armament also continued
to improve. In the course of the struggle
they gained valuable military and political
experience. The need arose to merge two
or three of them into larger formations,
into partisan battalions, which began to
be set up from May 1943. With the crea-
tion of the battalion it became possible to
carry out combat actions more coordina-
ted and on a larger scale, with the parti-
cipation of several units and battalions,
as well as to undertake some military ope-
rations such as the second battle of Sele-
nica in April, the Leskovik battle in
May, in the context of which the first blow
against the German army was struck at
Barmash of Kolonja. It became possible to
cope successfully even with the large scale
operations carried out by the Italian Army,
such as the Peza and Mallakastra opera-
tions in June 1943.

It is of importance to emphasise that
with the shift of the epincenter of the
uprising to the countryside, the Party fur-
ther developed and strengthened the insur-
gent movement in the cities as well, link-
ing it organically with the uprising in the
countryside, as a single uprising. Although
occupied, in the years of the National Li-
beration War our towns were seething with
the revolutionary movement, with the
combat actions of the guerrilla units
which made the cities unsafe for the ene-
mies and always kept high the ruorale of
the population not only of the towns but
also of the village, which kept the links
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of the Party with the masses strong, and
strengthened their general confidence in
victory.

In the second phase the armed struggle
was turned into a general people’s upris-
ing and the National Liberation Army was
organized!d,

There was no force that could extinguish
the flames of the liberation armed struggle
that had engulfed the whole of Albania.
The impetuous development of this war
at the end of 1942 and at the beginning
of 1943 showed that it was progressing
with sure steps towards a new phase, the
phase of the general people's uprising.
«The National Liberation War», comrade
Enver Hoxha stressed in February 1943,
«is gradually assuming a general charac-
ter. Fascism is being dealt heavy blows
both in towns and countryside»i4.

This situation was taken up for exami-
nation at the 1st National Conference of
the CPA, in March 1943, which, on the
basis of the analysis of the concrete in-
ternal circumstances (the impetous exten-
sion and deepening of the liberation war)
and external factors (the turning point
brought about in the course of the Se-
cond World War by the historic victory
of the Red Army in Stalingrad), seized as
the main link, on the question of the orga-
nization of the general uprising, and laun-
ched the slogan: «To go united towards
the general uprising»15.

In order to carry out the general upris-
ing, the Conference decided to organize
«the regular National Liberation Army
from the partisan and volunteer unitss as
wthe terrible force against the occupiers
and the sure and powerful guarantee of
the liberation of the people:l6. At the sa-
me time ever broader masses of the peo-
ple had to be drawn into the armed strug-
gle and particular attention devoted to
the «large-scale mobilization of the pea-
sant masses» and the youth «as the inex-
haustible force of the National Liberation
Wars17,

This decision found its complete imple-
mentation in the summer of 1943, when
the Party considered that all conditions
were ripe for a general outburst of the
people’s uprising. The Party itself, the
partisan detachments, the broad masses of
the people were by now prepared for the
general uprising from every point of view
~ political, moral, military, organisational.
In July, 1943 the regular partisan detach-
ments had about 10000 fighters in their
ranks, organized in 22 battalions and a
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great number of partisan units. Not less
than 20000 other armed fighters were
included in the territorial volunteers de-
tachments of the liberated zones and the
guerrilla units of the occupied towns and
regions. The liberated zones included more
than half the total area of the coun-
try. In these zones the political power of
the national liberation councils had been
established. Hundreds of other councils
carried out their activity in the occupied
towns and zomnes.

In these conditions, the Central Commit-
tee of the Party proposed to the Gemeral
Council the formation of the General Staff
and the organisation of the partisan and
volunteer detachments and battalions into
a regular National Liberation Army. The
decision of the General Council on the
creation of the General Staff was announ-
ced on July 10, 1943, the first decision of
the General Staff was on the formation of
the Albanian National Liberation Army
(ANLA).

The founding of the General Staff and
the decision it adopted on the formation
of the National Liberation Army laid the
foundations of the regular Albanian Peo-
ple’s Army. In this way conditions were
created for a reliable leadership of the ge-
neral armed uprising that had begun in
Albania, for a more thorough going and
extensive implementation of the laws and
rules of the people’'s war.

Terror stricken by the people’s general
uprising, in July 1943 the TItalian occu-
piers proclaimed all the territory of the
«Albanian Kingdom» an operational zone.

In accordance with the concrete condi-
tions, the structure of the ANLA, in the
second phase of the uprising, was:

— The General Staff, which had as its
task to organise and completely transform
the Albanian National Liberation Army
into a regular army, to carry out the
centralised strategic and
dership of the general armed uprising,
and at the same time to work out the
tactics of this uprising.

— The staffs of the groups (Regions)
and of the Ist Operative Zone had
as their task to lead the partisan armed

operative lea-

forces of the region (zone) in complian-
ce with the orders and instructions of the
General Staff.

The armed forces in the regions and zo-
nes were of three kinds:

a) partisan units, battalions, and (later)
regular partisan groups;

b) volunteer territorial units and batta-
lions (of self-defence);

c) regional commands, local commands,
partisan guards in villages which made
up othe military administralion of the
reats,

— The shock brigade was the largest for-
mation and embodied the road chosen for
the gradual transformation of the ANLA
into a regular army through the merging
of partisan units, battalions and groups
into brigades. Unlike the units, battalions
and groups, the brigade was not a regio-
nal or zonal unit but an operative fighting
unit at the disposal of the General Staff.
It fought, moved, and manoeuvred,
through all the regions of Albania as the
need arose.

The General Staff mapped out a special
plan for the gradual merging and orga-
nization of the units, baitalions and
groups into brigades. The Ist Brigade,
which was formed on August 15, 1943, as
comrade Enver Hoxha himself wrote on
the occasion of its formation, «had the
appearance of a truly regular armys. «This
marks a date in the history of our move-
ment», he added, «and this example should
soon be followed in all the regions of the
country»18,

After the founding of the General Staff
the liberation armed struggle took a more
organised, more extensive and sterner cha-
racter, arousing all the magses of the
people. This was expressed in fierce cla-
shes, not only on a tactical and operative
scale, but also on strategic scale, between
the ANLA and the insurgent people, on
one hand, and the Italian army, that was
living through its last days, on the other.
Such were the battles of the second Mal-
lakastra operation, the attacks on the fas-
cist garrisons in Mat and Dibér, the bat-
tles in Konispol and Kardhig, in the re-
gion of Vlora, in Vithkuq, and in Re¢ of
Shkodra.

The capitulation of fascist Italy on Sep-
tember 8, 1943 and the entry of the Ger-
man nazi invaders into Albanian territo-
ry found Albania in this situation of a
general people’s uprising and life and
death battles of the people against the
enemy.

The new invader was faced with heavy
attacks by the National Liberation Army
and the Albanian insurgent people, every-
where, in Pogradec, Xhyré, Konispol, Cepo,
Drashovica, Kruja, Derven, and on ali
communication lines, attacks which isola-
ted the groupings of the German army
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and forced them to seek shelter in garri-
son and fortified strongholds. The guerril-
la movement in the cities assumed an
unprecedented impetus.

In order to get out of this situation of
encirclement, which was exiremely dan-
gerous for its troops, the German occu-
piers together with the entire internal
reaction —~ the Ballists, Zogites, and all the
quislings, undertook a general offensive
consisting of a series of operations through-
out the country with the aim of anni-
hilating the ANLA, the National Liberation
Front and the councils and establish-
ing the mnazi-reactionary regime every-
where.

In the winter of 1943-1944, the armed
uprising, the National Liberation Army, as
well as the National Liberation Front and
the state power of the national liberation
councils, underwent their most difficult
test, faced the greatest dangers of the
entire period of the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War. Through these tests and
dangers they showed themselves invinci-
ble, emerged victorious over so strong
and savage an enemy as the nazi German
army together with the reaction over-
whelming superiority in weapons and war
material.

The general offensive of the enemy
failed completely. The general uprising of
the people became even niore widespread,
the ANLA grew sironger. In May 1944 it
had in its ranks about 35 000 fighters in-
corporated in 9 shock brigades and many
partisan battalions, without reckoning the
territorial volunteer detachments and
battalions or the guerrilla wunits of the
occupied towns and regions. The setting
up of large military uniis in accordance
with the general plan was continued wi-
thout interruption in the heat of the
war.

The war waged by the ANLA through
the territorial volunteer detachments and
the guerrilla units in the winter of 1943-
1944 constituted, on a regional and zonal
scale, a successful and profoundly ma-
noeuvrable defence of an operative cha-
racter, with numerous counter-attacks of
a tactical character on the front, the flanks
and in the rear of the enemy operative
forces. On a national scale, this war con-
stituted a sltrategic defense which inflicted
heavy losses on the enemy, and, as a
consequence, brought about the balancing
of forces and the seizing of the operative
initiative by the ANLA. In March-April-
May of 1944, our army, went over from de-
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fense to strategic counter attack, which
prepared all the prerequisites for a gene-
ral strategic offensive of the ANLA and
the insurgent people and created the pos-
sibility of convening the historic Con-
gress of Pérmet which sclved the question
of the state power in favour of the insur-
gent people.

Both the operation and strategic de-
fence and the strategic counter-offensive
were carried out on the basis of the in-
structions of the Communist Party of Al-
bania and of the General Staff, and were
directly led by them.

In the third phase the people’s general
uprising led to the ejecticn of the occu-
piers and the complete liberation of the
country, the annihilation of the reactiona-
ry organizations and forces which were
tools of the occupiers, the complete des-
truction of the state apparatus of the fas-
cists and traitors. The ANLA was totally
transformed into a regular army of the
Albanian people and state of people’'s de-
mocracy19, .

While laying the foundations of the
new Albanian state of people’s democracy,
the anti-fascist National liberation Con-
gress of Pérmet, decided that the ANLA
should be transformed into a completely
regular army of that state through the
incorporation of all detachments, batta-
lions and groups into brigades, of the
brigades into divisions, and of the divi-
sions into army-corps. The high command
of the ANLA was unified through the no-
mination of the General Commander and
the appointment to this task of Comrade
Enver Hoxha, General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Albania, Chairman of
the Anti-fascist National Liberation Com-
mittee (the provisional revolutionary go-
vernment), founder and organiser of the
ANLA, who, until the convening of the
Congress, had carried out the functions
of political Commissar of the General
Staff.

Along with the plan to improve the or-
ganization of the ANLA, the General Com-
mander, with great mastery and revolu-
tionary farsightedness, mapped out the
strategic plan of the general offensive for
the complete liberation of the homeland
and the consolidation and extension of the
democratic people’'s state power trough-
out the country. At the same time this
plan was aimed at defeating the objective
which the Anglo-American governments
and the Anglo-American Mediterranean
Command wanted to achieve, of rescuing
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the reactionary forces of the Zogites and
Ballists from destruction and preventing
the triumph of the people’'s revolutioan.

The second general offensive which the
German occupiers and the traitors under-
took against the ANLA in June 1944 did
not prevent the implementation of the
plan of the General Commander, mapped
out according to the decisions of the Ple-
num of the CC of the Party and the Con-
gress of Pérmet. During this offensive
the ANLA proved that it had attained the
level of a regular army, both from the
military and from the moral-political view
and it compelled the forces of the nazis
and traitors to retreat with great los-
ses.

After the smashing of the enemy gene-
ral offensives of the winter and of the
June 1944, the balance of forces changed
in our favour. In such a situation, the
ANLA, powerfully supported by the insur-
gent people, upon orders of the General
Commander, went over from temporary
strategic defence to counter-offensive, and
then to general strategic offensive. On the
ave of the liberation the ANLA which had
reached 70 000 fighters, had been transfor-
med completely inio a regular army of
the new Albanian state, with a sound orga-
nisation and high morale, armed with
all kinds of weapons seized from the ene-
my, equipped with capable and experien-
ced military and political cadres loyal to
the people.

With the complete transformation of
the ANLA into a regular army there were
no more regional or zonal partisan detach-
ments and battalions. All the detachments
were incorporated into brigades, the bri-
gades into divisions, and the divisions into
army-corps. For this reason the regional
and zonal staffs were no longer necessary.
Therefore, they were abolished by order
of the Gemeral Command.

Using the countryside as its base, such
an army was quite able to drive the occu-
piers out of the country, to destroy the
armed forces of the traitors and liberate
all the cities and the entire country on
November 29, 1944, without the need for
the Red Army or for any other friendiy
army, to come to Albania to give us di-
rect aid.

In this way the ANLA and the insurgent
Albanian people not only achieved the
complete liberation of the country and the
triumph of the people’s revolution through
their own forces, but were also able to
dispatch beyond the border of their coun-
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try more than 20, 000 fighters who fought
heroically, together with the Yugoslav
NLA, for the liberation of the peoples of
Yugoeslavia and the Albanian brothers of
Kesova,

It is a characteristic fact that the ANLA,
which had to be, and was, gradually tran-
sformed into a regular army, a condition
indispensable to performing the great stra-
tegic tasks it had been charged with by
the CPA and the General Staff, carried oui
these tasks while relying mainly on the
tactic of partisan warfare.

Our army was obliged to employ such
tactic and not that of frontal war because
of the superiority the enemy enjoyed in
numbers and weapons. The skilful use
of the tactic of partisan warfare in accord,
with the conditions of the country, neutra-
lized the superiority of the enemy and
created a complex superiority for the in-
surgent people, made the piecemeal anni-
hilation of the enemy forces possible, and
avoided heavy losses among the revolu-
tionary forces; in other words, made it
possible for a small nation like ours to
fight and defeat a bigger and more po-
werful enemy. For this reascn, time after
time the CC of the CPA, the General Staff
reminded the staffs of the detachments
and units of the ANLA that «we must
avoid waging largescale fromtal warfare
and holding the front at any cost»20, that
«the tactic of our war continues to be the
same as previously, i.e. guerrilla (parti-
san) warfares21,

The partisan warfare employed by the
ANLA, which carried out not only tactical
and operative tasks, but also important
strategic tasks, in this way, differs from
the warfare of an auxiliary character car-
ried out behind the enemy’s lines by
the partisan detachments of other coun-
tries in coordination with the operative
and strategic plans of the commands of
the regular troops fighting on the front.
The war waged by the ANLA is an origi-
nal partisan war. It was conducted without
any dependence on, or coordination with,
any other front of the Second World War,
either from the operative or strategic
angle, and, even less, from the tactical
angle. It coped with quite independent
tasks which were defined by the CC of

the CPA or the General Staff, and no
other body.

The use, for the reasons we mentioned
above, mainly of the tactic of partisan war
does not mean that our National Libera-
tion Army did not know, or did mot
employ at all, the tactic of frontal war or
clements of this tactic. In particular cases
it also waged frontal war, when it con-
sidered it possible and indispensable to
hold certain objectives or lines, or not to
allow the enemy to recapture them,
either for a given time or permanently.
The elements of the tactic of frontal war
became more pronounced as complex su-
periority was gained over the enemy, who
saw the ground slipping from under their
teet, up to the batile for the liberation
of Tirana, in which the principles and
rules used over all were those of fron-
tal war, but of a frontal war into which
elements of partisan warfare were orga-
nically blended.

The partisan warfare of the ANLA was
outstanding for its spirit of attack and
the uninterrupted character of its com-
bat actions, for the speed of its movements
and the masterly use of rapid manoeuver-
ing, of the use of surprise attacks, the
great initiative of the commands of all
instances, and the perfect use of the ter-
rain.

Of extraordinary importance, as the
main factor, together with the masterly
use of the tactics of partisan warfare to
neuiralise and overcome the superiority
of the enemy, to inflict heavy losses on,
or to annihilate their forces and to achie-
ve victory over them, was the high mora-
le of the partisan fighters, which was the
source of the invincibility and the unpre-
cedented heroism of the ANLA. On every
occasion, in every clash with the enemy,
the partisans had incomparable moral su-
periority over the enemy. This boundless
moral force had its foundations in the
high level of consciousness of the fighters.
They knew what they were fighting for,
they had the feeling of sacred duty to-
wards the country and the revolution,
deeply rooied in their hearts, and not only
towards revolution on a national scale,
but also towards the international revolu-
tionary movement, towards socialism.
They had grasped, in essence, the correct-
ness of the political line of the Communist
Party, were fully aware of the difficulties,
privations and sacrifices demanded by the
war, and they had unshakeable confidence
in the victory of the just liberation war

4 (23), 1975 @ 55
of the Albanian people. Therefore, every
cadre and every rank-and-file partisan was
ready to lay down his life for freedom,
for the country, for the revolution, and
for the Communist Party.

Comrade Mehmet Shehu has summed up
the principal qualities and virtues of the
ANLA in the following way; 1) the readi-
ness of every fighter to lay down his life
for the defence of the country and the
freedom of the people; 2) his boundless
loyalty towards the Party, its Marxist-
Leninist line, and communism; 3) his con-
fidence in himself, in his comrades, con-
fidence in the victory over the enemy,
however powerful they might seem; 4)
his profound hatred for the enemy and
boundless love for the people; worthy
conduct towards the people and spiritual
communion with them; 5) the comradely
and fraternal rclations between the cadres
and the rank-and-file partisan fighters, eli-
minating any distance between them;
6) the spirit of attack; the uninterrupted
combat activity over the whole period of
war; strong and conscious discipline; mo-
bility, rapidity, accuracy and resilience in
combat actions; 7) the unyielding spirit in
the face of any obstacle, difficulty, or se-
rious situation in the course of war, how-
ever extreme; courage and dauntless-
ness in face of death22,

All these qualities and virtues are, in
fact, elements of the communist morality
which the Communist Party had implanted
deep into the hearts and minds of the
fighters of the ANLA. The Party and the
General Staff devoted particularly great
attention to the revolutionary ideo-politi-
cal education of the National liberation
Army. The main reason for this was that
this army was called on not only to serve
as a decisive weapon to achieve the stra-
tegic objectives of the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War, which was a great people’s
revolution, but also to defend the achie-
vements of this war and to develop them
further on the road of socialism.

Of extraordinary importance for the
successful development and the triumph of
the general people’s uprising was the un-
compromising and principled revolutiona-
ry stand of our Party towards the policy
and activities of sabotage and hindrance
pursued by the Anglo-American military
missions and the Mediterranean High
Command, which did their utmost to pro-
tect the bases of the reaction, and deman-
ded under various pretexts that the ge-
neral uprising in Albania should begin
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only when the landing of the Anglo-Ame-
rican forces was to take place, and, con-
sequently, when the command of these
forces issued such orders.

The Central Committee of
and the General Commander, comrade
Enver Hoxha, accepted, neither orders,
control nor strategy, imposed from oulsi-
de. They implemented ouly their own po-
licy and strategy. They gave and imple-
mented orders without asking permission
from any foreigner.

The Anglo-Americans over-estimated
the importance of their supplies of arms,
clothing, and footwear, and tried to use
them to exert pressure on the General
Staff of the Nationmal Liberation Army so
as to force it to accept their policy, stra-
tegy, and supervision. The Central Com-
mittee of the Party, the General Staff and
the General Commander, had never coun-
ted on waging the war with the weapons
and other material that might be sent from
abroad. They never accepted any interfe-
rence and any political or military con-
dition in connection with the possible sup-
plies of the Anglo-Americans, and did not
inierrupt their armed struggle against the
occupiers and traitors, even for a moment,
when the Anglo-American Command threa-
tened that it «would cut off all supplies-,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, in a letter adressed
to Baba Faja on November 21, 1943, wri-
tes: «The friends’ (the British officers) that
have come there, are up to all sorts of
trickery. They want to poke their noses
into the affairs of our army... Do not let
yourselves be deceived by their promises...
They have plenty of word, but nothing
comes of them. They are giving no aid in
money. The aid they have given up to now
is ridiculously smalls23,

The Party and the General Staff had
made every cadre and rank-and-file par-
tisan fighter deeply aware that only self-
reliance would ensure the victory of
the wuprising, of the people’s
lution.

On the basis of this principle, all the
big and difficult problems of the people’s
armed struggle were solved, such as the
training of the military-political cadres,
equipping the army and the insurgent
people, supplying the fighters with arms,
ammunition, clothing and footwear.

The Commumnist Party and the General
Staff possessed no ready-made military
cadres, no military school to train officers.
There could be no question of using the
officers of the old army. The overwhelm-

our Party

revo-

ing majority of them were serving the
occupiers and the reaction, There was no
other way but to train the commanders
and the political commissars in the heat
of the stern struggle against the enemy,
selecting them from among the ranks of
the workers, peasants and patriotic intel-
lectuals, from the most honest, the bravest,
the ablest partisans, devoted to the people
and the revolution.

With the uninterrupted growth of the
National Liberation Army, the need for
cadres constantly increased too. Some par-
tisan staffs and commands, faced with
such a necessity, asked the General Staff
for commanders and commissars. Here is
the answer to such a request, sent to a
battalion command: «These requests asto-
nish us greatly. It seems to us that you
have not as yet understood that the bat-
talions and detachments are the genuine
source for commanders and political lea-
ders... These leaders emerge in the pro-
cess of struggle and battle. 24,

The commanders and commissars of the
National Liberation Army that emerged in
the heat of the revolutionary war proved
fully capable of successfully solving the
difficult tasks of the organization and de-
velopment of the armed uprising.

Although lacking sufficient schooling
and military training, these sons and
daughters of the people proved more capa-
ble than the Italian and German officers
and generals who had graduated from
high military schools and academies, and
defeated them,

For the arming of the army of the in-
surgent people the main way was to seize
weapons from the enemy in actual battle.
As far as food, clothing, and footwear,
were concerned, the partisan fighters had
to rely on the aid of the population.

Like the entire Anti-fascist Nationmal li-
beration War, the peoples general upris-
ing was carried out and triumphed under
the leadership of the Communist Party of
Albania. The creation of the National libe-
ration Army was the deed of the Party. It
was created, organised, and led directly
by the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of Albania, its General Secre-
tary, comrade Enver Hoxha, All the pro-
blems of the uprising, all the questions of
the structure and internal life of the libe-

ALBANIA TODAY

ration armed forces, of the strategy, ope-
rative actions and military tactics, were
solved in compliance with the instruc-
tious and teachings of the Party. Comrade
Enver Hoxha, who was the Political Com-
missar of the General Staff and, later, the
General Commander, mapped out every
plan, every instruction, and important
order issued to the National Liberation
Army, himself dirvectly leading the entire
party work in the army. Every member
or candidate member of the Central Com-
mittee was deeply engaged in the solution
of the problems of the general uprising.
Likewise, through the regional (zonal)
staffs, the Party regional committees had
all the activities of the armed struggle in
their respective areas.

The Party led the army through the
party cells in the detachments and com-
panies, through the party bureaus in bat-
talions through the political sections, and
then, the party committees, in brigades
and divisions. The communists were the
heart and the brain of the Albanian Na-
tional Liberation Army. They were out-
standing, not only as dauntless fighters
but also as political leaders, as untiring
organisers and propagandists, as teachers
of the partisan fighters and the masses of
the people, setting the example in coping
with complicated situations, with the
extraordinary difficulties of partisan life.
All of them fought with determination
and relentlessly to have the party line, its
directives and decisions, carried out to the
letter.

An extremely important role in carry-
ing out the party leadership in the army
was played by the political commissars
who were recognised by all as the repre-
sentatives of the CPA in the detachments
and units and answerable, more than
anybody else, for the implementation of
the political line by all the cadres and
fighters.

But by no means a small role in effect-
ing the party leadership was played by the
commanders too, the majority of whom, in
the heat of the liberation war, became par-
ty members and were tempered as revo-
lutionaries determined to fight for the cau-
se of the people, the Party, and commu-
nism.

So boundless was the love for the party
and so great was its authority in the
ANLA, so deep was the conviction in the
correctness of the political line of the Par-
ty, in its wise leadership, that every cadre
and partisan was fully aware that he could
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march on the correct road, towards final
victory over the enemy, only on the basis
of the directives and teachings of the
Party.

The people’s armed uprising in the Anti-
fascist National liberation War was deve-
loped on the basis of the general Marxist-
Leninist laws and principles on the revo-
lutionary armed struggle. At the same time
it bears the imprint of the peculiarities
that derive from the concrete internal
and external conditions in which it deve-
loped, from the genius of our Communist
Party, from the creativeness and sacri-
fice of the masses of the people, from
the farsightedness, the revolutionary wis-
dom, and leading ability, of comrade
Enver Hoxha.

The extremely rich experience of our
people’s general uprising, of our National
liberation Army, is an inexhaustible sour-
ce of valuable lessons for the liberation of
revolutionary Albania, military art and for
the further development of Marxist-Leni-
nist science, for the political and military
preparation of the armed forces and our
people as a whole to defend their freedom,
independence, and socialism, against the
savage enemies of our country and people
and all mankind, the US imperialists and
the Soviet social-imperialists.

Among the many lessons, the first lesson
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is the sound, undivided, and effective lea-
dership of the Party. This leadership is the
main source of the heroism and revolu-
tionary selfsacrifice of the Albanian peo-
ple against the occupiers and traitors, and
of their historic victory in this war. It is
the principal factor in the extent, breadth,
and grandeur of the people’s general upris-
ing in the Antifascist War. The very crea-
tion and organisation of the ANLA as a re-
gular revolutionary army, and every vic-
tory and success attained by the ANLA
over the occupation armies and the reactio-
nary forces, has its roots in the correct
Marxist-Leninist line of the Party and in
its wise leadership.

Today, too, such a leadership is the prin-
cipal guarantee of thie honourable fulfil-
ment of the lofty duty of the defence of
our socialist homeland, of the all-round
political and military revolutionary prepa-
ration and of combat readiness of our ar-
med forces, of our soldier-people.

The second lesson is the steel-like army-
people party unity. In this unity lay the
entire strength of the National liberation
Army, of the insurgent people, and of the
Party itself.

It is precisely this unbreakable unity
that is the foundation of the strength of
our soldier people, the guarantee of our
victory over any enemy that might dare
attack the People's Republic of Albania
and endanger the great achievements of
the people’s revolution and socialist cons-
truction.

9. The directive of the CC of the CPA, June
1942, PLA, Principal Documents, vol. 1,
p. 78.

10. Resolution of the Ist National Confe-
rence of the CPA, March 1943. PLA, Prin-
cipal Documents, vol. 1, p. 113.

11. Mehmet Shehu. On the experience ol
our National Liberation War and on the
development of our National Army. Tirana
1962, p. 68.

12. Enver Hoxha. Report at the Ist Consul-
iative Meeting of the activists of the CPA,
April 1942. PLA Principal Documents, vol.
1, p. 31.

13. History of the PLA, p. 520, (Alb. ed.).
14. E. Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 211 (Alb.
ed.).

15. Call of the CC of the CPA, April 7th
1943. PLA Principal Documents vol. 1,
p. 150.

4 (23), 1975 @ 57

Another lesson is the high morale of the
fighter of the National Liberation Army
and the entire insurgent people, a morale
that had its foundation in the profound
political and revolutionary consciousness
of the masses, in their unshakeable con-
fidence in the correctness of the political
line and in the ability of the Party in lea-
dership.

Today, also, the high patriotic and re-
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of the people, their socialist moral quali-
ties, their determination to march on the
road of the Party, are among the princi-
pal factors in the defence of the Party,
are among the principal factors in the de-
fence potential of the homeland and a
guarantee of the victory over the impe-
rialist and revisionist aggressors.
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war, a small nation can fight and triumph
over a more powerful enemy.
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THE KOREAN PEOPLE WILL SMASH THE AGGRESSIVE PLANS
OF WASHINGTON AND THE SEOUL CLIQUE

*ZERI [ POPULLIT», organ of the C.C. of the PLA

Twenty-five years have passed
since the day the US imperialists
unleashed their barbarous and
perfidious aggression

the Democratic People’s Republic

against

of Korea. This

aggression was
not a fortuitous action. It was
carried out on the basis of a

premeditated plan, in the frame-
werk of the aggressive global
strategy of U.S. imperialism.
But in those difficult days the
valiant and freedom-loving peo-
ple of the DPR of Korea did not
bow to the brute force of the
enemy. Led by the Party of La-
beur of Korea with comrade
Kim Ir Sen at the head, they
rose up, arms in hand, to defend
the freedom and
of their
people’s state power,

independence
homeland, their own
perform-
ing rare feats of heroism. At the
most difficult moments in their
history the Korean people had
their neighbour, great People’s
China of Mao Tse tung close be-
side them. Fully solidarizing
with the just cause of the Ko-
rean people, the courageous Chi-
nese people’s

bravely in the
with them against the US aggres-

volunteers fought

same trenches
sors. This is a brilliant example
of proletarian internationalism
which with the blood shed in
the struggle against their com-
mon enemies, further streng-
thened the militant friendship
and fraternal solidarity between
the Korean and Chinese peoples.

All the efforts of the US impe-

rialist aggressors to occupy the
DPR of Korea suffered ignomi-
ncus defeat. The Korean people’s
victory over the aggressors was
a confirmation of the historical
truth that no enemy, however
big in numbers and however ar-
med, can conquer a brave and
freedom-loving people who fight
with ‘determination to the end
for their just cause.

The course of shows
that inspite of the successive de-

events

feats they have sustained in Ko-
rea, and at present in Vietnam
and Cambodia, the US imperia-
the Soviet
social imperialists, have not gi-

lists, in rivalry with

and efforts
tor expansion and hegemony on

ven up their aims

the Asian continent.

During his visit to Seoul last
year, president Ford reaffirmed
«that the United States
hold to its
wards the Pak Chen Hee clique,
declared that
«the USA is prepared to defend
its interests

would
commitments» to-

while Kissinger

in Koreas, le. to
continue its aggressive policy to-
wards the DPR of Korea. The
chieftains of US imperialism are
now making open threats. Ford
himself, and the US War Secre-
tary, Schlesinger, cynically de-
clared that «the USA cannot ex-
clude the possibility of the
use of nuclear weapons, against
North «The  aggres-
sive hostile activity of US im-
perialism against the

all-sided. It

Korea.

Korean

people is keeps

Scuth Korea under occupation, it
has turned it into a colony, into
a place of violence and terror,
and into a base from which it
carries out aggressive actions,
one after another, against the
DPR of Korea, incites and en-
courages the traitorous Pak Chen
Hee clique to new adventures,
and is doing its utmost to put
into practice the «two Koreass
plot, to sabotage the proposals
of the DPR of Korea for the reu-
nification of the country. But
Washington’s threats of war do
not intimidate the Korean people.
The DPR of Korea has resolutely
exposed and condemned the
aggressive acts of the US impe-
rialists and their Seoul puppets.
The Korean people are determin-
ed to destroy all the plans and
conspiracies of these savage
enemies.

As in the difficult days of the
open US aggression against the
DPR of Korea, the Albanian peo-
ple are in solidarity with the Ko-
rean people’s just struggle
against US imperialism and the
Pak Chen Hee clique. They fully
support the legitimate demand
of the Korean people for the
immediate withdrawal of the US
troops from South Korea, their
struggle for the realisation of
the national aspiration — the
reunification of the country,
which must be solved by the free
will of the Korean people, wi-
thout any interference whatever

from outside, —



VICTORY OF THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE
OF THE VALIANT PEOPLE OF MOZAMBIQUE

+BASHKIMI», central organ of the Democratic Front of Albania

June 25 of the year 1975, will
go down in the history of the free-
dom-loving African people of
Mozambique as a memorable
date which consolidates the victo-
ry won with bloodshed,
blow for blow struggle against
the Portuguese colonialists, On
that day, solemn manifestations
were organised in the capital
of Mozambique and the inde-
pendendence of

in a

Mozambique
was finally proclaimed.

During more than 5 centuries
of colonial rule, the people of
Mozambique fought continually
against the savage yoke. But the
struggle of the people of Mo-
zambique attained
form 11 years

organised
ago, with the
creation on September 25, 1964
of the Front for the Liberation
of Mozambique, which placed
itself at the head of the armed
struggle. At the start the Front
had about 200 fighters, but their
ranks kept increasing and their
actions became ever more po-
werful,

During 10 years of war, the
patriotic forces killed more than
16.000 Portuguese colonialist sol-
diers, shot down 96 aircraft, and
destroyed over 2.000 military ve-
hicles. In the course of the fight-
ing, the liberation forces were
transformed into a powerful ar-
my, which within a short period

of time, liberated an area of

200.000 square kilometres with
¢ver 1 million inhabitants.

The people of Mozambique
have won their political indepen-
dence, but they are always vigi-
lant to defend this victory achie-
ved at the cost of bloodshed.
In recent times the colonialists
and their servants organized a
number of dangerous counterre-
volutionary plots. Wide ranging
activity against Mozambique has
the racist
regimes of South Rhodesia and
South Africa, incited by US im-
perialism, which dreams of turn-

been carried out by

ing Mozambique into a colony of

its own. Likewise, dangerous
plots against Mozambique are
concocted by the Soviet rcvisio-
nists who pose as friends, but
who have never for a moment
ceased their disruptive activity,
or their efforts to get this coun-
try into their grip. The people
of Mozambique are becoming
ever morc aware that their po-
litical independence, won with
blood, cannot be complete and
cannot be consolidated if they
do not attain their economic in-
dependence, if they do not res-
tore the economy left in back-
wardness and destroyed by the
colonialists and international mo-
nopolies, by their own efforts.
The people of Mozambique have
set about the for the
the country’s

agriculture and industry, for the

work
strengthening of

schooling of the people left in
complete darkness by the colo-
nialists, for the revival and de-
velopment of their national cul-
ture.

The winning of freedom by
the people of Mozambique con-
stitutes a great encouragement
and a further impulse for the li-
beration struggle of the peoples
of Rhodesia, South Africa,
South west Africa and the other
peoples fighting for freedom. The
example of Mozambique which
won freedom through the barrel
of the gun, and the great and
fresh examples of the peoples
of South Vietnam and Cambodia,
are a great encouragement to all
the freedom-loving peoples and
a crushing blow for the world
gendarmes — the US imperialists
and the Soviet social imperialists.

On this memorable day for
the valiant people of Mozambi-
que, our people wholeheartedly
rejoice over this victory achieved
in struggle and extend to them
their most ardent greetings. The
their
profound conviction that the peo-

Albanian people express
ple of this long-suffering coun-
try will always stand vigilant,
always ready to defend the vie-
tories achieved with so much
blood and sacrifice against the
intrigues and plots of the impe-
rialists and colonialists of any

hue.



60 @ 4 (23), 1975

press review

ISEAEL’S AGGRESSIVE ACTS
CANNOT SUPPRESS THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE

«ZERI I POPULLIT»

The Israeli zionists continue to
decpen their criminal activity
against the Palestinian and Le-
banese peaples.

Israel’s repeated attacks on
the Lebanon are part of the se-
ries of activities Israel has un-
dertaken to impose its conditions
oni the Arab people, to compel
them to accept the present si-
Middle East,
the continuation of the occupa-
tion of Arab land and the denial
of the rights of the Palestinian

tuation in the

people. Tel Aviv is seeking to
both by the
fcrce of arms and by diploma-
tic methods.

Israel’'s aggressive

attain these aims

policy is
backed and encouraged by the
activity of US imperialism as
well as by that of Soviet social
imperialism. The zionists ma-
noeuvre according to the situa-
tion created by the diplomacy of
Washington and Moscow and
they exploit the rivalry between
the two superpowers in the
Middle East for their own ends.
Us imperialism and Soviet social

THE PEOPLES ARE DETERMINED

imperialism have engaged in a
political and diplomatic struggle,
at times open and at times under
cover, for the strengthening of
their positions in the Middle
East. The two sides dish up their
plans «for a settlement, offering
one to counterpose the other.
They are doing their utmost to
divide the Arab people, to drive
wedges between them, trying in
this way to undermine the Arab
United front for the liberation
of the occupied territories and
the restoration of the rights of
the Palestinian people. In parti-
cular they are doing everything
they can to obscure the Palesti-
nian problem, to impose their
imperialist plans on it. For this
purpose, by creating divisions,
by inciting the Zionist aggressors
and activating the Arab reaction,
they are trying to disrupt the
Palestinian resistance and place
it in a seemingly hopeless situa-
tion, so that in the end the Pa-
lestinian people will be forced to
capitulate and accept the anti-
Palestine condition worked out

TO THE THREATS OF US IMPERIALISM

BASHKIMI»

Following the irreparable de-
feat US imperialism sustained as
a result of the people’s war of
the heroic Vietnamese and Cam-

bodian peoples, Washington is
seething with rage. It drives it
crazy to see how greatly the peo-

ples are inspired by the victories
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long ago by Washington, Mos-
cow and Tel Aviv.

To the Palestinian people the
way is clear. They are capable of
rejecting any imperialist plan, as
they have done before, and no
sort of pressure can intimidate
them. They are unconquerable
and are fighting arms in hand
for the retlurn of the homeland
of which they have been robbed.
Their

struggle, of super-human efforts

history is a history of
to exist, refusing to yield to any
They do not
pin their hopes for salvation on

kind of pressure.
the machinations of their ene-
mies who have always striven,
either with artful smiles or bru-
te force, to bury them. They see
the road to victory, to the res-
toration of the rights they have
been denied, in the continuation
of the armed struggle. The spo-
kesman of the Organisation for
the Liberation of Palestine de-
clared recently that the Palesti-
nians »must continue the fight to
regain their rights, with all their
mighte,

NOT TO SUBMIT

of Vietnam and Cambodia, how
the wave of the revolution and
antithegemonism in the world has
cxtended, how much the posi-
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tions of US
been weakened, how thoroughly

imperialism have

the satellite regimes and puppets
in all parts of the world have
been terrified, and the military
alliances and blocs manipulated
by the USA are disintegrating.
Therefore, to conceal this real
weakness of US imperialism in
the face of the wave of the re-
volution and the liberation strug-
gles in the world, Gerald Ford,
Henry Kissinger, or Schlesinger
are making one threat after ano-
ther, sometimes against their
allies in Europe and Asia, and
sometimes against the develop-
ing countries.

The United States 1is very
greatly worried that the rich oil
resources of the Middle East and
the other regions of the world
which it
might slip from its grasp. The-

continues to exploit,

USA is
plots and intrigues, offering aid,

refore, the concocting
using arms sales, prodding its
obedient tools such as Israel, and
even threatening to resort to the
force of arms and occupy the
Middle East areas which are
rich in oil. The US imperialists
are accompanying these threats
with the strengthening of their
bases and their naval presence
in the Indian Ocean, with the
creation of bases in the immedia-
te vicinity of the Arab oil wells,
and with the intensification of
their plots to penetrate as deeply
as possible into the Arab coun-
tries. All this has a single aim:
those Arab countries which are
not deceived must be compelled
bty means of force and threats,
to give up their struggle against
the predatory US aims.

But the threats of US impe-
rialism do not intimidate the

«MILITARY INTEGRATION»
— IS CONSCRIPTION OF VASSALS BY THE SOVIET BOSS

«LUETETARI», organ of the Ministry of People’s Defense

Hardly a day passes without
the advertising agents of Soviet
social imperialism pouring out
ink and paper to paddle the «va-
luess of «integrations, the ssocia-
list community», etc. The Krem-
lin is doing its utmost in this way
to build up the idea of scomplete
military integration» in the fra-
mework of the aggressive War-
saw Treaty, which is a compo-
nent part of total integration. To
justify this, there is no lack of
vtheoriess although they are re-

miniscent of the «theories» of
Goebbels
axis, and those of the US impe-
rialists about NATO. Under the

mask of the ndefence of the inte-

speaking about the

rests of socialisms and sthe revo-
lution in dangers, the Moscow ru-
lers are working for the complete
integration of the armies and the
military policies of their satellites.

In order to subjugate their
«allies completely, they have
sought to effect changes in the

structure of the Warsaw Treaty,
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peoples of the world, who saw
once again in the example of
Vietnam and Cambodia, that real
strength is not on the side of
US imperialism or Soviet social-
imperialism. Real strength is on
the side of the peoples who are
determined to win and defend
their freedom through the barrel
of the gun. It is significant that
the blows that the peoples of
the world are dealing the expan-
sionist objectives of Moscow and
Washington, are becoming even
heavier and the tide of revolution
and liberation struggles is rising.
The peoples are determined
te prevent the two superpowers
from fattening themselves at the
expense of the freedom, sove-
reignty and wealth of others, de-
termined not to submit to pressu-
res and threats, but to fight
against the two superpowers with
courage and determination.

and have decided to add a clause
to the rules of the General Com-
mand, under which all the mem-
bers are obliged to take part in
the activities of this organisa-
tion. Likewise, as is known, they
have demanded the creation of
wspecial joint detachments» made
of individual contingents set
apart from the armies of the
member countries of this Treaty,
whose duty is allegedly «the col-
lective defence of the cause of

socialisme. This demand arose
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precisely when the Soviet social
imperialists occupied Czechoslo-
vakia and were seeking to use
the troops of the revisionist
countries as cannon fodder in
their aggressive actions. Necessa-
rily, this envisaged the complete
integration of armies, as well as
the discussion of their military
policy about the vassal countries.
There were objections, the con-
tradictions became more pro-
found, but the Soviet revisionist
Marshals, hungry for power and
sspacer, did not stop, they insis-
ted on carrying on to the reali-
sation of this plan. And now spe-
cial mobile detachments of this
Treaty, have been created, which
have carried out exercises in the
CGerman Democratic Republic,
and have shifted and moved
troops from one country to ano-
ther. In fact, such detachments
are an international gendarme-
rie under the Soviet command,
intended to act and undertake
aggressions wherever the Krem-
lin czars desire. Likewise, they
have also begun the unification
of the fleets, particularly in the
North Sea.

In the their

objectives of sintegrations the

realisation of

Soviet social imperialists resort
to most diverse forms, including
scme of them in the rules, while
for the others, by using one or
the other satellite country which
seems to them as more wobe-
dients», and thus telling the re-
the model,
proceed on this road!s Many mi-
litary cadres of the Warsaw
Treaty are trained in Moscow,
but so that the burden of expen-

mainder: «Here is

ditures will be borne by the

salliegn, they have begun to or-
ganize military schools in other
countries, too. The costs of set-
ting up and maintaining the
schools, as in many other fields,
are defrayed by the vassal coun-
tries, while the management is
in the hands of the Soviet Ge-
nerals and Marshals. In fact the
programmes are signed and sea-
led in the War Ministry of Mos-
cow.

Moscow is toiling unceasingly
to strengthen the occupation of
its dominions to the maximum,
so that the complete domination
of the Soviet Generals over the
governments of these countries
will not be infringed and to
avoid any centrifugal tendency
that might appear in some vas-
sal state to link itself, outside
Soviet control, with the imperia-
list countries of the West. That
ie why the Soviet troops have
vassal
another 100.000
with 2.000 tanks
of the «T. 62« type, etc.

The Soviet Union has compel-

led its vassals to

been increased in the
countries by
men, together

increase their
btudgets in order to cope with

the Soviet
This means
that the military expenditure for
the Soviet
troops comes out of the toil of
these peoples, and at the
same time, their markets are
emptied to supply the Soviet

the expenditure for
occupation troops.

the maintenance of

army.

In the direction of the prepa-
rations for war, too, the Soviet
sccial imperialists have greatly
increased their joint manoeuvres
in the franiework of the Warsaw

Treaty. In these

manoeuvres,
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which are commanded by senior
Soviet officers, they carry out ag-
gressive actions, exercises in of-
fensive and paratroop fighting.
Indeed the Soviets
to increase the

have sought
joint military
exercises, especially those which
the Warsaw Treaty carries out on
the territories of satellite coun-
tries. During the past year, the
aggressive Warsaw Treaty orga-
nisation held 18 military exer-
cises, of which 12 were carried
out in direction of South East
Furope and the Balkans. Thus,
the aggressive aims of the Soviet
sccial imperialists towards the
Balkan countries are quite clear.

In order to strengthen their
military machine, the Soviet so-
cial imperialists have set many
branches of the economies of the
vassal countries, on the road to
militarisation. They also exercise
control over their military pro-
ducts. Under the cloak of «coope-
ration#, the Soviet Union not
only loads the enormous cost of
strengthening the military ma-
chine, on to the other countries
of the «socialist community», but
it also imposes on them the type
and quantities of arms and
means they must produce.

As a result of all this enslav-
ing policy pursued by the Soviet
Union towards the vassal coun-
tries, all their armies have been
put sunder armsw, using them for
Soviet hegemonistic aims, Of
course, this imperialist process
has not been and is not being
but with
numerous internal and external

carried out smoothly,
contradictions. In this context,
Moscow is doing its utmost to
quell any opposition. For exam-
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ple, Hungary, as it has more
Soviet than Hungarian troops on
its back, wants to reduce its ex-
penditure for the upkeep of the
Soviet occupation army. It has
also asked that the Soviet Union
provide supplies for them itself,
becausc this is a burden on the
Hungarian market and econo-
my. Moscow does not like such
reactions, therefore it is streng-
thening its fascist diktate over

these countries.

This situation confirms the as-
sessment of the
ween  the

relations bet-
Soviet master and
which comrade
Enver Hoxha made once again
on October 3 last year. The So-

viet Union needs

its  vassals,

such tyranni-
cal power over the Warsaw Trea-
ty countries in order to
them as

have
co-adventurers and
their troops as cannon fodder in
the aggressions it is preparing.
But the aggressive Warsaw Trea-
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ty is nothing but a pack of mer-
cenaries without ideal, and as
such it will share the same fate
as that of all the other aggres-
sive imperialist armies or blocs.
Neither the complete military
integration of the troops of the
Warsaw Treaty countries nor
anything else, will save the So-
viet social imperialists from the
punishment to which the revolu-
tionary peoples and history have

sentenced them.

THE STRUGGLE FOR COMPLETE SOVEREIGNTY
OVER NATIONAL RICHES —
AN IMPORTANT PHENOMENON OF THE PRESENT DAY
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

«ZERI I POPULLIT»

The struggle of the peoples of
the developing countries for real
national independence and com-
plete sovereignty over their na-
tural resources has put them in
direct confrontation, not only
with the old colonialists and ex-
ploiters, but also with today’s
neocolonialists and exploiters,
the US imperialists and the So-
viet social imperialists. Under
the guise of waids, wsupports and
scollaborations, the two super-
pewers are savagely plundering
these countries, plundering their
natural resources, oil, minerals,
agricultural raw materials, and
labour power. They are compet-
ing with each other to monopo-
lise the principal world markets
of raw materials, to establish
their political and economic do-
mination over other countries.

Every year the United States,
with a population totalling less
than 6 per cent of the world’s
ropulation, consumes about 40
per cent of its raw materials
and energy resources. According
to official statistics, the US eco-
nomy secures at least half of
such important raw materials as
aluminium, mercury, chromium,
etc., from other  countries.
Through international monopoly
cempanies, the USA has under its
control the major part of the
production, transport, and trade
in the raw materials of the de-
veloping countries, on which it
has imposed exploitation by
means of low prices and non-
equivalent exchanges. For these
purposes it has put into opera-

tion particularly the export of

capital and military »aid» and
credits,

Through the above metheds
the United States had interfered
and is interfering in many coun-
tries of the world. This interfe-
rence is very intensive in the
Latin Anierican countries. Qut of
the 77 kinds of strategic mate-
rials which the USA obtains from
other countries, 33 per cent come
from the Latin American coun-
tries. According to the statistics,
private US investments alone in
Latin America total 18 billion
dollars, an increasc of several
fold 1946, The profits

drawn from these investments

over
are 5 times greater than those
from investments in the USA it-
self.

On the same barricade with
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the imperialists, as plunderers ot
the peoples and the developing
countries, are the Soviet social
imperialists. For several years
they have been implementing a
broad and escalated expansion
in various regions of the world:
in Europe, Asia, Africa and La-
tin America. They use various
forms and methods of open and
camouflaged interference, from
investment of capital, granting
of credits, selling of arms, une-
qual trade exchanges, down to
political interference and direct
military aggression.

To see the extent to which the
developing countries are plun-
dered by the two
and other

superpowers
imperialist powers,
suffice it to mention that from
1961 to 1972 due to unequal
trading prices alone, these states
have robbed the developing
countries of a total of 98,3 bil-
lion dollars, plus a further 23,3
billion dollars during the years
1971-72.

In face of this situation the
peoples of the developing coun-
tries are enhancing their vigilan-
ce, are rising with ever greater
determination in the struggle for
their legitimate rights, to ensure
and defend their full sovereignty
over their national economies,
natural resources and the pro-
ducts of their labour. They are
understanding more and more
clearly that after winning their
political independence, they have
to fight with the same determi-
nation to liberate themselves
economically from the control
of the great powers and foreign
capital, to break the chains of
the old and new economic de-

~endence, in order to guarantee
and consolidate their political
and economic independence and
their national sovereignty.

The struggle of the people of
the developing countries to attain
complete and effestive sovere-
ignty over their own national ri-
ches and natural resources and
to establish a just order in inter-
national economic relations, is
an important phenomenon of our
time. This struggle is bearing
with increasingly greater force
on present-day international life
and is exerting a positive in-
fluence on the progressive ten-
dencies of present-day world de-
velopment, for the strengthening
of the independence of the peo-

ples and their social progress.

+The revolution, the struggle
for political and economic
independence:, said comrade

Enver Hoxha in his October 3
speech, «constitute an irresistible
historical processn.

In these recent years, many of
the developing countries, exercis-
ing their national sovereignty,
have carried out measures which
have made it possible for them
to take effective possession of
many of their economic and na-
tural resources, thus liberating
themselves from control and ex-
ploitation by foreign monopoly
ccmpanies.

In their struggle against im-
perialism, neocolonialism and
the hegemonism of the two su-
perpowers, the strengthening of
national unity has emerged as
an important lask for these peo-
ples. The effectiveness and posi-
tive results achieved by the oil

producing countries, which are
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coordinating their actions and
efforts through their joint orga-
nisation, OPEC are already well
of the

creation of joint organisms are

known. The benefits
likewise well known.
The aspirations of the develop-
ing countries to real national in-
dependence and ownership of

their own natural resources,
their struggle and efforts for the
realisation of these aspirations,
have encountered the open oppo-
sition of the imperialist powers,
primarily of the two

wers - US imperialism and Soviet

superpo-

social imperialism. While posing
as supporters of the developing
countries, the imperialist powers
do their utmost to sabotage the
efforts of these
freedom and national indepen-

countries for

dence, for their independent poli-
tical, economic and social deve-
lopment. Alongside with politi-
cal pressure and blackmail, im-
perialism and social imperialism
also make extensive use of de-
magogy, with a view to restrain-
ing and extinguishing the strug-
gle of the freedom-loving peo-
ples and sovereign countries,
From their years of experien-
ce of the struggle for emanci-
pation and independent econo-
mic development, the peoples of
the developing countries are be-
coming increasingly aware that
the triumph of their just cause
rests in their own hands, that
they have to fight and adopt
independent decisions, on their
own initiative, and in exercise
of their sovereignty,
strengthening their unity. This is
the road to ensure their national

while

independence and sovereignty. —
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